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BSFaRT RBlPXCf IKa VBE IKDIAHS^ IKHABITIKA MB WSStlEBll 

FABTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

C&nltiumcdtedln/ Mr, John F. Schermebhorn to the Secretary of the 
Sddetjffin' propagating the Oospel among the Indian3 and Olhtrs in 
North America. 

[The Sodety for propagaUng the Oosfiel, taking into consideration 
Ibat tBe tncBan tiibes in I?ew England are almost extinct, and that at 
no distant period it niiajr be expedient to extend some portion of the 
xodome of the fund, appropriated to Indians, to tribes in the remote 
paorts of Notth America cOmfmi^sioned Messrs. Samuel J. Milb and 
JohoF. SdM«a«ThfAtB)lA 1812, to procure e:&act information of the 
state of such remote tribes^ with particular reference to future missiona( 
whenerer thej may be judged practicable and expedient. The fol- 
IbWing Report Wa^ c6ifimunicated to the Society at their annual meet- 
ing, 26 May, 1814, and referred to their Select Committee, who au- 
thoriased die puft>licatlon of it in the Historical Collections. It is grate- 
folly received^ and readily inserted, as an important documeUt in the 
abori^nal history of our country. BDit.] 

tl£v. Sib, 

BY your communication of May 28, 1812, it ap- 
pears, that Samuel J. Mills and myself were appointed by 
yotlr Society, to obtain some information concerning those 
tribes of Indians, which reside west of the Alleghany 
iHoimtains and the Missisippi river ; and to endeavour 
psirticuforly to obtain answers to the following inquiries ; 

1. What is the name of the tribe ? its origin and his* 
tory? 

2. What its local situation, and the extent of the terri- 
tory im^hith it occupies ? 

y. What its numbers and language ? How extensively 
is its* language understood ? 

4. Whether it is independent ? or, 

1 VOL. iz. 
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5. Whether in any degree dependent on the govern- 
ment of the United States, or any particular state ? or con- 
nected with or subject to any other tribe or tribes of Indians? 

6. 'What grants of money, goods, or other aids it re- 
ceives, either from the national or any state government ? 

7. Whether the gospel has ever been propagated 
among them ? If so, when ? By whom ? and with what 
success ? 

8. Is Aerc any church in the nation ? If so, 

9. Of what religious denomination ? When, and by 
whom established, and what its present numbers and 
state ? 

10. Is there any school in the nation ? If so, When and 
by whom established, and what is its character and state ? 

11. Are they in peculiar need of religious instruction, 
or of schools ? 

12 Are they favourably disposed to receive either ? 
and in what way can they best be supplied ? 

Much confusion has been introduced on part of the 
subject of the first inquiry, and many erroneous impres- 
sions left, from causes which, in themselves, are trifling. 
I mean in giving names to the different tribes. 

La Hontan, Du Pratt and Charlevoix, Carver, Loskeil 
and ottiers, describe manv of the same tribes, concerning 
which they write, by different names. It was formerly a 
veiy common practice with the traders to give fictitious 
names to the different tribes, in order that they might not 
be suspected of any evil views and intentions by the In- 
dians, were they to converse in their presence concerning 
their tribes. Thus it has sometimes happened, that writ- 
ers have been deceived, taking tht proper name of the 
tribe, and the fictitious name of the trader, to designate 
different tribes, and have accordingly described them as 
such. These things would lead us to suppose, that the 
former and present number of Indian tribes were much 

r eater than they are in reality. In describing the tribes, 
will designate them by the names by which they are 
known and described by the agents of the general govern- 
ment. The origin and history of the different tribes, ex- 
cept those things which relate to affairs since we have 
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taken poiisession of the country, are involved m uncertain 
tradition and fable. 

The tribes are all independent of each other, though in 
general they aire in alliance, and occasionally meet to con- 
cert measures for their general good ; as was the case in 
October, 1812, when there was a general council of 
Creeks, Chactaws, Cherokees and Chickesaws. They 
are, however, not independent of the United States ; al- 
though we have guaranteed to them their territorial claims, 
still they are not at liberty to dispose of their lands, but to 
the United States. In short, they arc considered minors ; 
we, as their guardians. 

I have not been able to procure all the information that 
is desirable, concerning many of the Indian tribes. I ex- 
pected to have been able to present you with much im- 
portant information concerning the tribes which dwell and 
wander in Ohio, and the Indiana and lUinoi territories. 
For this purpose, I wrote to capt. Hendrick, a Stock- 
bridge Indian of intelligence and hopeful piety, who has 
for some time resided among the Delawares on the White 
River, (1. T.) Expecting, on my return, capt. Hen- 
drick 's particular information of these tribes, I was less 
particular in my inquiries concerning them, while in Ohio 
and Indiana territory, than I otherwise should have been. 
I shall, however, lay before you such information as I 
possess.* 

Wyandots. 

The Wyandots are a part of the Huron nation, which 
reside in the British dominions, on Lake Huron. Their 
language bears an affinity to that of the Six Nations, ma- 
ny of whom, particularly the Senecas, reside with them. 
With this tribe reside also many of the Delawares, Mun- 
sees, and Shawnees. The country they claim is in the 
north-west part of the Ohio, and their principal place of 
residence on the upper and lower Sandusky. Their num- 

• Befbre the arrival of Mr. Schermer1)orn, with the papers forming this Re- 
port, Mr. Mills returned from the mission, and, in a letter to the Secretary, 
observed : " We could not ascertain satisfactorily, the situation of any tribe north 
of the Ohio, on account of the disturbances occasioned by the war. The Indians 
in this portion of our western country, are generally engaged in the war against 
the States ; and before the termination of it may, at least the greater part ef 
them, go west of the Missisippi river." Edit. 
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ber of warriors was estimated by Benjamin HawkiQ$, at 
the treaty of Granville in 1795, at 300. The probable 
number of souls is about 1000. 

Xh^ synod of Pittsburgh have had a mission among 
this nation for some years, and have met with considera- 
ble success. Ther^ have been several hopeful convert^ 
t9 Christianity, and m^ny pf the youi^g children have been 
instructed in rea4ing a^ writing, in which they made 
good proficiency. The storm of war drove them firom 
their p^a^ceable habitation, and they have sought refuge 
among the white inh^l^tants« They arrived at Zanes- 
town, near Urbana, in November,- 181^^ They sided 
with us in the war. The Moravians h^ve alsp had a mis- 
sion among this natioi;^. What is its present state, I can- 
not say. The synod of Piltt^sburgh feel encouraged to 
proceed in their minion, but are in want of funds ; any 
j^ist^nce from ^ny society would be gratefully acceptedU 

The ynited States h^ye had several tfpaties with this 
nation, by which it wa^ stipul^ted^ in 17951, that the Unit« 
1^ States should pay to them ^ lOOQ in merchandize, as 
a pprpetual annuity. In 1806 it was further a^eed to 
pay them, as a perpetual annuity, 2 IptQO in cash. Im 
I^§, the United States gave them a gratuity of 816661 
yx mercluuidise, and stipulated to pay the further sum of 
j8466, as a perpetual annuity. This tribe receives annu- 
ally from the United States iSlOOO in merchandise, and 
S1400 in cash. 

Shawnoes. 

This tribe originally, from the best accounts I can ob- 
tain, had its residence east of the Alleghany mountains 
ifi Georgia, on Savannah river. Afterwards, part of them 
i^ipoved to Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, and some 
^ttled in the Creek nation, and are now incorporated 
with them and speak the Sooanogee language. This 
.triJt>P has been at war with almost all the Indians. The 
Six Nations and Cherokees have been their most power- 
ful foes, by whom they have been driven across the Ohio.. 
Since they have been north of the Ohio, they have had 
several places of residence on the Sciota, the Wabash, 
and at presenti those that remain east of the Missisippi> 
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tesid^ Bear and on the Auglaize river, and on the Wa- 
bash» about Tippacanoe, (Indiana Ten) Half of tl»s 
tnbe^at lea3t, reside on the St. Francis riyer, (Louisiana.) 
This tribe has always been reputed the most brave and 
skilful warriors among the Indians. The prophet, who 
enticed the Indians to take up the hatchet in this war 
against us, and his brother Tecumseh, are said to be of 
this tribe ; though others affirm, that they ave Algon- 
quines. The language of this tribe is said to bear an af- 
finity to the Delaware. The territorial limits between 
the Shawnoes, Wyandots, Dekwares, Miamis, Eel river, 
We^, Pqtawatamies, Ottoways, Pinkeshaws and Kick- 
^pOQs, are, in &ct, not setded among themselves, and can- 
Gpt therefore b€ accurately defined. It is fi)r this reason, 
probably, that the United States, in their purchases of 
Jands in the Ohio and Indiana territory, have held rnutu^ 
al treaities with those Indians, in order to gain their gene- 
ral consent to the sale, and so prevent future difficulties. 
Strictly speaking, the Delawares and Shawnoes have no 
rigHt to the lands in this part of the country. They have 
been permitjted to dwell here by the Miamis and W jran- 
^ots, who are the real owners of the soiL This nation has 
been greatly reduced. Their present numbers are, per- 
haps, 50Q warriors, and 1600 souls. Half of them reside 
in Louisiana. By the treaty of Granville in 1795, the 
United States setded on them a perpetual annuity of 
2 1000 in merchandize. 

PUTAWATAMIES. 

Of this nation I can say but littie. They reside on the 
river St. Joseph, near fort St. Joseph, about the lower 
parts of lake Michigan. Their language is said to bear 
an affinity to the Chippeway, and Barton found some re- 
semblance between them and the Indians of Darien. 
Their number of warriors, at the treaty of Granville, was 
estimated at 350 ; the probable number of souls 1200. 
They have received from the United States, since 1795, 
SIOOO in merchandize, which is a perpetual annuity. 
From 1806, they receive 8500 for 10 years annually. 
From 1808, a perpetual annuity of 2400, and also at this 
time, a gratuity of 21666, 33 From 1810, a perpetual 
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annuity of 85500 more. So that they receive from the 
United States a perpetual annuity of jg 1000 in merchan- 
dize, and S»900 in cash, besides the limited annuity and 
gratuities. 

Delawares. 

These re^de .on White river, a branch of the Wa- 
bash, in Indiana territory. They are the remnant of the 
old Delaware confederacy, which consisted of five tribes : 
the Chikohocki, Wanami, Munscy, Wabinga and Ma- 
hiccon, or Mohegan. They formerly resided on the sea 
coast from Delaware bay to Connecticut river. Some 
few families of the Mohegan still reside in Connecticut ; 
some in New-Stockbridge, (N. Y.) but the body of the 
nation in Indiana territory, where the Wyandots, as early 
as 1751, and the Miamis since, have given them a tract 
of land to live on, but will. not acknowledge that the Del- 
awares have a right to sell it. The Delawares have, for 
several years, requested the Mohegans of New- Stock- 
bridge, to come and settle with them ; and in that case 
would consent to receive a missionary among them. 
Many of the Stockbridge Indians have been to view the 
country ; some are there now, and in aH probability, ere 
long all will remove there. This would prove a great 
blessing to the Delawares, for their brethren, the Stock- 
bridge Indians, have made great progress in agriculture 
and civilization ; besides having a church formed among 
them, and at least thirty professors of religion. 

The language of the Delawares must be considered as 
an original language ; at least, it bears no affinity to the 
Iroquois or Mohawk, norto the Algonquine or Chippe- 
way language. — See a very excellent dissertation on the 
Mohegan language, a branch of the Delaware nation, by 
Jonathan Edwards, D. D. Dr. Barton, however, is of 
opinion, that there is an affinity between the Delaware antf 
Chippeway languages. The number of warriors in the 
Indiana territory has been estimated at 300 in 1795 ; the 
probable number of souls, 1000. Some of this nation 
have settled west of the Missisippi, on the St. Francis. 
The United States, in 1795, engaged to give them a per- 
petual annuity of glOOO in merchandise; from 1805, 
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g600 annually for 15 years, ai\d a gratuity at this timeof 
SS1200. In 1810, they further stipulated to pay them in 
cash S 500, as a perpetual annuity. So that they are to 
receive yearly forever S 1000 in merchandize, and $ 500 
in cash. 

MiAMiES. - Weas. Eel River. 

These were originally one nation. They have the 
same language arid the same territory in common. Char- 
levoix observes, that the Miamies and lUinoi Indians are 
of the same stock. From the earliest accounts we have, 
they have resided on the Miamie rivers and on the Wa- 
bash. La Hontan remarks, that their language bears an 
affinity to the Algonquine ; Dr. Barton says, to the Del- 
aware ; Charlevoix, to the^IUonesc. Which of these, if 
any, is correct, I am not able to say. The society of 
Friends, at Baltimore, have been engaged for some time 
past to introduce agriculture among them. They have 
m a measure succeeded, and many of them now raise con- 
siderable quantities of corn. The agent for Indian af- 
fairs in that part of the country spoke very flatteringly 
before this war, of the prospect of the Indians turning 
their attention to agriculture and civilization, and adopt- 
ing the manner of life among the whites. 

The number of warriors among these tribes does not 
exceed 500 ; the probable number of souls, 2000. The 
population of the Miamies is as great as both the others. 
The Miamies receive from Sie United States since 
1795, SlOOO in merchandise, as a perpetual annuity. 
By the treaty of 1806, they received a gratuity of S400, 
and a perpetual annuity of S600 in cash ; by that of 1810, 
a gratuity of 81500, and a perpetual annuity of S700 
more. So that their perpetual annuity is 81000 in mer- 
chandise, and E1300 in cash. 

• The TFeas receive, since the treaty of Granville in 
1795, S500 in merchandise, as a perpetual annuity ; by 
the treaty of 1806, 2250 in cash, as a perpetual annuity ; 
and by that of 1810, a gratuity of 21500, and a perpetual 
annuity of S400 in cash. 

Eel River ^ it was stipulated in 1795, should receive 
2500 in merchandise, as a a perpetual annuity ; in 1806, 
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1S250 in cash, a perpetual Annuity, and in 1810, 8350 per- 
petual. Their perpetual annuity is 8500 in merchsmdi^e, 
and 2600 in cash. 

KiCKAPOOS 

Reside towards the head of lUinoi river, and about 
lake Michigan. This tribe is supposed to be a part of 
the l^awnoese tribe. Their language, La Hontan says, 
is Algonquine. Their number of warriors, as estimated 
at the treaty of Granville, was 300 ; the probable number 
of souls, 1000* They receive from the United States^ 
by the treaty of 1795, 3S500 in merchandise, as a perpet- 
ual annuity. By that of 1810, there was settled on them 
a perpetual annuity of 8500 in cash, accompanied With a 
gratuity of SI 500. Their perpetual annuity is 85500 in 
merchandise, and 8500 in cash. 

PiNKESHAWS 

Beside near fort Outinon. They have disposed of d 
great part of their territory, which formerly extended 
from the Ohio both sides of the Wabash, some discance 
above Vincennes, and near to the lUinoi. Their num- . 
ber of warriors in 1795, was estimated at 250 ; probable 
numfber of souls 800. It was stipulated by the treaty of 
Granville, that they should receive, as a perpetual annui- 
ty, 8500 in merchandise. In 1805, they received a gra- 
tuity of 8700» and were to receive 8200 annually for 10 
years. In 1807, they received a gratuity of 81100, and 
the United States agreed to pay thera, as a perpetual an- 
nuity, 8300 in cash. Their perpetual annuity is 8500 in 
merchandise, and 8300 in cash. 

Maskaskias, Piotias. Cohakias and Bhnese are nearly 
all destroyed by the Sacs> and Foxe», for killing in cool 
blood and in time of peace, the Sac's chief, Pontiae. 
Those few that remain of the Kaskaskias, reside near Kas- 
kaskia,. and are very much adulterated with French blood. 
There are a few families of the Piorias, that reside on the 
lUinoi river, near the fete ; the other anef a few wandei^itifg 
families. The whole number of i^oute does^ not probably 
exeeedk 5(D0. The Kaskaskias reeciv^ from Ae United 
States, by the treaty of ©ranvilk, 8500i, as a perpetuaf 
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annuity. In 1803, the United States stipulated to give 
them 21500 in cash annually, forever. They also gave 
them, as a gratuity, at this time, 55480 ; appropriated 8300 
to building them a chapel, and to pay SlOO annually, to- 
wards the support of a Catholick priest. 

Sauks, or Sacs. 

These principally reside in four villages. " The 1. 
at the head of the rapid Des Moyens, on the west shore of 
Missisippi. 2. On the priarie, 60 miles above, on the 
cast side of the Missisippi riven 3. On the river De 
Roche, about 3 miles from its entrance. 4. On the riv- 
er Jowa." Pike. They are a very warlike nation, but 
are more to be dreaded for deceit and stratagem, than 
courage. Their language, general Pike considers pecu- 
liar to themselves, and original. I am apprehensive, how- 
ever, that on close investigation, it would be found that 
the nations in the lUinoi territory have a near aflSnity to 
each other. The number of warriors in this tribe is 700 ; 
probable number of souls 2850. They receive from the 
United States, from 1803, a perpetual annuity of 55300. 
They and the Foxes, who are in the closest league and 
may be considered as one nation, received, at the same 
time, a gratuity of 22234, 50. 

Foxes^ Reynards^ or Ottagaumeis. The Foxes reside* 
in three villages: 1. On the west of the Missisippi river, 
6 miles above the. rapids Des Moyen. 2. Twelve miles 
in the rear of the lead mines. 3. On Turkey river, half 
a league from the entrance. This tribe, as also the Sacs, 
attend considerably to agriculture, and raise, particularly, 
great quantities of corn, beans, pumpkins and melons. 
This tribe and the Sauks are in a close league, offensive 
and defensive. Their language is similar to that of the 
Sauks. Their numbers — warriors 400 ; souls 1750. 
Their annuity from the United States, 8400 perpetual. 

WiNEBAGOES, OR PuANTS. 

In the opinion of Carver and Pike, this nation, within a 
century and a half, has emigrated from the west side of 
the Missisippi to this part of the country. Their Ian- 

2 VOL. II. 



10 ESaPORT CH>NC£KKING 

gus^ is that of the Otto's on the river PMte of the Mis- 
souri. Thejr reside on the rivers Ouscousing, Dc Roche^ 
Fox, and on Green Bay, in 7 villages. 1. At the en- 
tmnce of Green Bay. 2. The end of the same. 3. 
Wuckan on Fox river. 4. At Little Puckway. S. 
Portage of the Ouscousing. 6 and 7. On Roche river. 
They are reported brave ; but their bravery resembles 
more the ferocity of the tyger than the resolution of a 
man. A neighbouring chief drew their character thus : 
^^ A wlute man should never lie down without precaution 
in their villages.'* They generally speak, as do all th« 
neighbouring nations, the Chippeway language.. Their 
numbers are^^warriora 45Q ; souls 195Xi» 

Mj$voh£N$, oh Fols-avoisz. 

This tribe in aU probal^ity has also emigrated irom 
the west side of the Missisippi, as ita language differs 
entirely from that of the neighbouring nations. The 
Chippeway language, however, is perfectly understood 
by them, and all their publick business is done in it. 
Their own language b said to be very difficult to acquire. 
They reside in 7 villages about Green Bay and Fox riv- 
er. 1. At Menome river, north of Lake Michigan, and 
15 miles from Fox river. 2. On Green Bay. a. At 
'Uttle Sbakalin. 4. Portage of Shakalin. 5. Stenkin- 
gon, Winebago Lake. 6. On a small lake of Fox river. 
7. Behind the bank of the dead. This tribe is respected 
by their ne^hbours for their bravery and independeitf 
spirit, and psteemed the peculiar friends of the whites, 
in^ir territorv is not prqperly defined. Their hunting 
ground are tne same as the Winebagoes, on the Ous- 
eousingi Roche, and Fox rivers, and on Green Bay, &c. 
Theip nunibers — warriors 300 ; souls 135a 

ALCONqUINS^ OR ChIPPEWAYS. 

This nation is divided into several clans or tribes. 
When the French firstarrived in Canada, they were found 
on the banks and gulph of St. Lawrence to Montreal, and 
on the coast of Labrador. The^ ^^^^"^^^ ^«^ ^^ 
Ottawas river. to its source. We "^^^ fi?^^.^^"? ,^^- 
tending between the straits of Detroit and Michigaalake ; 
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on die south Iborders of lake Superioiir ; the headfi of the 
Missisippi, Red river and lake Winipie ; up the Dau- 
phine river and Sashashawin to Fort George ; from thence 
with the course of Beaver river to Elk river, and with it 
to its discharge into the lake of the hills ; from this^ 
east to the isle a la Crosse^ and by the Missisippi te 
Churchill. All this must be considered the country of 
the Algonqmns, except a portion about Hudson's straits, 
which is claimed by the Esquimaux. This nation was 
formerly very numerous and powerful, but are now great- 
ly reduced by their eternal wars, the small pox, and ex- 
cessive fondness for spirituous liquors. While the 
French retained possession of Canada, they were continu- 
ally fomenting wars between them and the Iroquoise. 
The upper tribes have also been engaged in a war of ex- 
termination with the Sioux nation, from time immemori- 
al. General Pike, in 1805, while on his way to the heads 
of the Missisippi, succeeded in persuading them to bury 
the hatchet, and plant the tree of peace. This nation is 
divided into, different clans or tribes, which wander 
through a vast extent of territory. They do not attend 
to the cultivation of the earth, but make great use of wild 
rice, which grows in abundance on the lakes and fens. 
Their language is copious, highly sonorous, and easily ac-^ 
quired. '' It is understood by all the tribes from the gulf 
of St. Lawrence, excepting the Sioux, to lake Winipie." 
PiXE. They are divided into several villages or clans. 

1. On an island in Leach Lake, formed by the Missi- 
sippi, containing warriors 150 ; souls 1100. 

2. Creest residing on the heads of the Missisippi^ 
around Red lake. Warriors 200 ; souls 800. 

S. Musconogeesy on Red river of lake Winipie, and 
mouth of Dauphine river. Warriors 100 ; souls 350. 

4. The Iroquoise ChippewaySi in the lake of the 
Two Hills, near the mouth of the Ottawas river. .War- 
riors 500 ; souls 2000. M^Kenzie. These have two 
Catholick priests among them, and are at least christened 
IhSans. 

5. Ottaways. East side of lake Michigan. They re- 
ceive from the United States, as a perpetual annuity, 
21000 in merchandise, and jSSOO in cash. They also re- 
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ceived a gratuity in 1808, of 83333, 33. Their number 
of warriors 300 ; of souls 1200. 

^ 6. Chippeways. East of Huron kke, in Michigan ter- 
ritory. They receive from the United States a perpet- 
ual annuity of SlOOO in merchandise, and 8800 in cash. 
Their numbers, perhaps, warriors 300 ; souls 1200. 

7. Algonquines^ residing about Rainy lake and river, 
and lake of the Woods. Numbers are, warriors 100 ; 
souls 300. 

8. Fols-avoin- Sauters reside on the waters of St. 
Croix and Chippcway rivers. Numbers, 104 warriors ; 
420 souls. 

9. Knistenaux. These are also part of the Chippeway 
nation, and speak the Algonquine language. They nave, 
however, for some time, been separated from the parent 
stock, and in alliance with the Assinboin, a revolted 
branch of the Saoux. They reside on the Assinboiii riv- 
er and the Sashashawine. According to M'Kenzie and 
Pike, their warriors are 500 ; souls 2500. According to 
Breckenridgc, only 300 warriors. It was my design to 
mention the tribes according to the natural divisions of 
the country ; but many being so nearly allied in language, 
I thought it adviseable to notice those which speak the 
same language next each other. 

The following tribes reside east of the Missisippi, and 
north of the Ohio, to the lakes. 
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cash. 


Wyandots 


300 If 00 233,66611 


81,000 


21400 


Chippeways 


300 1000 




1,000 


800 


Ottaways 


300 1000 


3,333| 


1,000 


800 


Shawnoes 


200 


600 




1,000 




Putawatamies 


350 


1200 


6,6661 


1,000 


900 


Delawares 


300 


1000 


21,000 


1,000 


500 


Miamies 


250 


1000 


5,500 


1,000 


1,300 


F.el River 


175 


500 


\ 500 


600 


Weas 


175 500 


1,500 500 


650 


Kickapoos 


600 1000 


1,500 1 500 


500 


Pinkeshaws 


250 


800 


6,800 


j 500 


800 
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Kaskaslcias, Sec. { 

Sauks 

Foxes 

W inebagoes 

Menomene 

Sautcrs, or Fols- 

avoise 
Crces 



150 
700 
400 
450 
3001 

104 
200 1 



5001 
2850 
1750 
19501 
13501 



80 i 

2234,50 



500 



420 
800 



500 
600 
400 



5,204 19,220 



»9,500 «9,750 



Cherokees. 



This tribe formerly resided on the Atlantick coast, near 
Charleston, (S. C.) According to tradition, they drove 
off some tribe which possessed their present territory. 
They still claim a great portion of the mountainous part 
of Tennessee towards the south-east, and some part of 
Georgia contiguous to it. Their situation is high and 
healthy, and portions of their land very fertile. They 
have made greater progress in civilization and agriculture^ 
than any Indian tnbe within the United States. Many 
have large fine ferms, and raise large quantities of com 
and other grain ; also flocks and herds, and make their 
own clothing. Many also, I am sorry to add, have a 
number of slaves ! Their language bears no affinity to 
that of either of the neighbouring tribes. Loskiel ob« 
serves, that it is a mixture of Shawnoes and Irofquoise. 
And Barton thinks it bears an affinity to the language of 
the six nations. They receive from the United States 
by the treaty of 1794, JS500 in merchandise. In 1798, 
they received a gratuity of 25000, and JBIOO more in 
merchandise, as a perpetual annuity. In 1806, 82000 
for four years, and to Black-Fox, a chief, J5100 annual- 
ly, and a gratuity of JS2000. The number in this nation, 
as taken by Rev. G. Blackburn, is 12,395 souls; proba- 
bly 3000 warriors. There was a mission established in 
tliis tribe by Rev. Gideon Blackburn, in 1804. His 
attention was more particularly directed to the rising 
generation. He gave the rudiments of a common En- 
glish education to 400 or 500 children, and instructed 
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them at the same time in the principles of the dhristiait 
feligion. There were some hopeful converts ; one among 
the scholars. He was necessitated to forsake the missioa 
for want of support. When he came to settle the affairs 
of the mission he found himself 8500 out of pocket ; and 
has since been obliged to sell his farm at Marysville, 
chiefly to pay this debt, and those which were necessari- 
ly incurred, while engaged in the mission, through the 
neglect which his private concerns su&red. This sum 
iias nrver been refunded to him. If missionaries are left 
to go to this warfare at their own charges, the field will 
soon be forsaken. Mr. Blackburn left the mission in 
1810. Since that time the General Assembly of the 
Presb)rt«ian church have continued a school in the na* 
tion. One of the half breed, formerly a pupil of Mr. B* 
has also had a school. A Moravian has been in the na- 
tioQ for several years ; what has been his success I know 
not. But while Mr. B. had his school in operation, and 
as many scholars as he could accommodate, the Mora- 
yian had not more than two or three that attended him. 

The plan Mr. B. pursued was to clothe and board the 
scholars, and furnish the school with books at the ex* 
pense of the mission. As soon as a scholar arrived, the 
Indian dress was laid aside, and he was clothed after the 
American mode. The children were never suffered to 
address an instructer, but in the English language. No- 
thing was done by compulsion ; but by disgracing them 
for tad conduct, and rewarding merit and goqd behaviour. 
Their amusements were those of children among our- 
selves ; at all times endeavouring to introduce something 
which might be useful. The school was opened and 
closed by prayer, and singing, and reading the scriptures. 
The progress made by the children will be seen by an ex- 
tract of a history of on^ of the schools, containing near 
fifty scholars, and some letters accompanying this report. 
Mr« B. distributed some hundred bibles, catechisois and 
tracts a6w)ng the children, as rewards, &c. 

Here is a door opened for the spread of the gospeL It 
is Uie opinion of Mr. B. had he been supported in the mis- 
won, that, ere this, he might have been able to extend 
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the mission to the Cbickesaws and Chactaws, if not also 
to the Creeks* 

ChICjKESAWS. 

This tribe stiU clsAm the lands between the Missisip. 
m, Ohio, and Temiessee rivers, to the month of Duck 
rivef^— -up Duck river to ne£»*ly opposite Lick Creek-— 
firom thence to the head of the North branch of fiufialoe 
river, thence in a line nearly S. S. £• unto the mouth 
rf India Creek of the Tennessee — down the Tennessee 
river to the bottom of Muscle shoals, from thence in a 
stnught fine to where the 12^ west longitude from Phil- 
adelphta intersects the 33^, 3(/ north latitude, and with 
this pid'aUel of kakude to the Missisippi. The States of 
Soud!i Carolina and Georgia have formerly scdd all their 
lands, as also part of the Cherokees^ ; the United States^ 
however, since diese sales, have granted to the tribes 
their respective teritorics by treaty. 

The Chiekesaws were once a very powerful nation and 
their name was a tcrrour to all the surrounding tribes : 
they carried their waw even to Mexico and New Spain, 
and fodked upon all the tribes on the Mobile, &c. as their 
brethren. They are not now what they once were ; for 
although they have adopted the Yazoos, Coroas, Chiachi- 
Oumas, Oufi-Ougulas, and Tapowsas, still they are but 
a handful ; and " to them it has literally happened, that he 
that takedx the sword shall perish by the sword.'' Dv 
Pratz. 

This nation was formerly from the west of the Missi- 
sippi, at which time their warriors were estimated at 
10,000. Their language, according to Du Pratz, was 
once spoken by all, or nearly all, the nations in the lower 
Louisiana, and appears to have been the court language 
of those regions. 

The New- York Missionary Society have had a mission 
here for a few years ; but meeting with little success, it 
has been discontinued. Mr. Blackburn informed me, that 
Colbert, one of the chiefs, observed, " that he perceived 
tfie missionary was not qualified for the station, and there- 
fore dismissed him." They are by no means unfriendly 
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to missions, for Mr. B. has been applied to by one of the 
chiefs to open a school among them ; and that they are 
sincere in this is evident from the fact, that the Indians 
do support a school at their own expense. The teacher 
is a vagabond ; but has agreed. not to get drunk, except 
on Saturdays and Sundays. I am also persuaded, that the 
agent, Mr. Robertson, would favour the object. It is also a 
very fortunate circumstance, that the publick interpreter 
is a serious man, and hopefully pious ; as I was informed 
by Mr. BuUen, the former missionary among them. 
This tribe has made great progress in civilization and 
agriculture. In general they are removing out of their 
old villag Jb, and clearing up small plantations, on which 
they raise com and other kinds of grain, potatoes, melons, 
and cotton. The women spin, weave, and knit, and have 
very comfortable dwellpgs. Many of them have large 
herds of cattle and droves of swine, which live, winter 
and summer, in the woods, without much attention. 
Those who live on the publick roads sell great quantities 
of corn, and sometimes prepare a comfortable meal for a 
hungry traveller. — A number of the Chickesaws have re- 
moved west of the Missisippi* The number of souls in 
this nation is 3500 ; and 1000 warriors. They receive 
from the United States, by the treaty of 1802, a gratuity 
of 55700, and 23000 as a perpetual annuity ; in 1807, 
Uicy received a gratuity of 820000. G. Colbert and O. 
Koy, SIOOO each; and tlie king glOO annually. 

Chactaws 

Reside south of the Chickesaws, and claims the country 
from the Missisippi to the dividing ridge between the 
waters of the Tombigby and Coose rivers, and extending 
south to a litde below the 32P of north latitude. From 
the mouthof Yazou they sold the land for perhaps 30 
miles back. They have two traditions among them of 
their origin : one, that they . came from the west, the 
other, that they sprung out of a large Indian mound on 
Pearl river. Du Pratz observes, that they were said to 
have sprung out of the ground by the neighbouring, 
tribes, in allusion to their sudden appearaoce in the coun- 
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try, not knowing from whence they came. An old In- 
dian gave a very rational explication of the tradition, that 
they sprung out of the mound between the forks of 
Pearl riven The banks of these streams are a marsh, 
and at that time probably formed an impassable ravine* 
There is art embankment, which served as a fortification 
irom one branch to the other, and which, with the ravines, 
encloses an area of nearly three miles. He observed to 
the agent, S. Dinsmore, " that their ancestors, when they 
arrived in this country, knew not what the inhabitants 
were ; for their own protection, therefore, they cast up 
this mound, and enclosed and fortified this area, to plant 
their corn, and as a defence against enemies. Thb mound 
served as a place for look-out, to give notice of the ap- 
proach of invaders. When this was accomplished, they 
sent out their hunters to see what were the inhabitants 
of the land. These on their return reported, that they 
could dwell in safety, that the land was good, and game 
in abundance. On this they left their encampment as it 
may be called, and setded in different parts of the coun- 
try. From this arose the tradition that they sprung or 
crept out of the mound." They undoubtedly came 
fi"om the west. Their language is the same as the 
Chickesaws, with a trifling variation in the pronuncia- 
tion. The Chickesaws pronounce their words short and 
emphatick. The Chactaws lengthen out their syllables 
with something of a musical cadence. These two tribes 
can understand each other better, perhaps, than we can a 
Scotchman when he speaks English. This nation is 
making great improvements in agriculture and civiliza- 
tion ; the chiefs encourage it ; and myself have seen, in 
one of their houses, spinning, weaving, and knitting ; and 
themselves clothed in cloth of their own manufacture. 
They raise great quantities of corn ; and also conside- 
rable stocks of cattle, and horses, hogs, poultry, &c. 

The number of this nation was formerly very great. 
Du Pratz mentions, that they had 25000 warriors. At 
present they are about 15000 souls, probably 4000 war- 
riors. It is calculated, that between 2 and 3000 of this 
nation have already emigrated west of the Missisippi ; 
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and it is the opinion of their agent, that, if the United 
States would encourage it, they might all be removed in 
a few years without difficulty. 

They have received from the United States, in 1802, a 

gratuity of J52000; in 1808, a gratuity of B48000 ; John 
itchlyn, 22500 ; and each of the chiefs 2500. Also 
a perpetual annuity of 23000, and 2150 to each of their 
chiefs, during their continuance in office. 

I have had considerable conversation with the agent of 
this nation on the subject of missions among them. He 
expressed himself favourable to the object, and wished a 
school might be immediately opened at the agency. He 
assured me, that the Indians were panting for instruction, 
and had earnestly requested him to have schools establish- 
ed among them. He thinks the use of any quantity of 
land might be obtained toward the support of the mis- 
sion. 

Cr£XKS 

Is a fictitious name given to this nation by the traders, 
from the circumstance of the country they inhabit being 
intersected by Creeks. This country was formerly in- 
habited by many independent nations ; some of which 
»« nearly or quite extinct ; and those that remain are con- 
federated and known by the name of Creeks. The 
Muscogees, or Middle Creeks, were intruders here, and 
drove off the Seminoless, or Lower Creeks ; and finally 
so far subdued them, as to compel them to peace and a 
union. So also with many other nations, which now 
constitute this confederacy. That the Creeks are a con- 
federacy of different nations, is evident from the different 
languages that are spoken among them. I was informed 
bv the interpreter, who accompanied the king of the 
Tauchebatchee district to Fcart St. Stephens, and whom 
I met there in April last, on my return from New Or- 
leans, that there were the following languages spoken in 
the nation at different towns — ^the Muscogee, Ouchee, 
Savanogee, Alabama, Nachez, Hitchetee, Tuskegee, 
Oukehaee, and Queseda. Half of the nation neariy speak 
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the Muscogee language. This nation resides south of 
the Cherokee. The boundary between them is the high 
tower ; from thence west to the boundary line between 
the Chactaws and Chickesaws. On the west they are 
bounded by Mobile Bay, Alabama river, and the divi- 
ding ridge of the waters of the Coose and Tombigby. 
Their east and south boundary I am not able to describe. 
They extend, however, some distance into East Florida. 

This nation have made considerable improvements in 
agriculture and civilization. Their conduct towards the 
Americans has generally been marked with deceit and 
insolence ; and we have had more difficulty to restrain 
them than any other nation. They have frequently com- 
mitted murders and depredations in time of peace. They 
are now at open war; and, were it necessary, I could 
trace this to its origin ; but, as this is unconnected with 
my object, I shall omit it. 

The agent of this nation is opposed to the spread of 
the gospel among them. He appears to be anxious to 
make an experiment, what can be made of man, free from 
the restraints of the gospel and revelation. If he has not 
found, ere this, that the child ofnaturcy like her scenes^ ap- 
pears most perfect and beautiful at a distance, where the 
fency completes the picture, he is blind indeed. This 
gentleman has been amusing, for some years, two Mora- 
vians widi the prospect of preaching to them, as soon as 
they have made sufficient attainments to understand the 
gospel. .At present they are engaged at the agency in 
mechanical employments. I cannot learn, that there is 
even a schocd among theni to give them instruction, and 
thus prepare them to understand the gospel. The nunu 
bers in this nation are probably 20000 souls ; 5000 war- 
riors. Some of this confederacy have emigrated west of 
the Misaisippi. They received from the United States, 
in 1797, a gratuity of 8f6000, and a perpetual annuity of 
B1500 ; in 1803, a gratuity of 825000 and »1000 for 
10 years, and also a perpetual annuity of 83000 ; in 1806, 
«fl000 for eight yew^, and « 10000 for ten years, there* 
after, bci»des 2 blacksmiths, for eleven years* 
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The Indians in the south western parts of the United 
States prc^r, or in the states of Tennessee, Georgia and 
Missisippi territoiy, are the following : 



Wwfion* 

3000 
1000 
4000 
5000 


SoqIi. 

12395 

3500 
15000 
20000 


Gntaitiei. 
«23200 

29000 

54000 

231000 


13000 
5204 


50895 
19220 


2337200 
79487 


18204 


70115 


1 
416687 



Perpetual Annuiliet. 
merchan. cash. 

«600 «3000 
3000 
3000 
4800 



«600 213800 
9500 9250 



Tribtw. 

Cherokees 
Chickesaws 
Chactaws 
Creeks 

Total of the Tribes 
between the Ohio 
And the Lakei. 

Total in the U. S. 
west of the Alle- 
gfaany mountains. 

Of the tribes in the United States proper, the Chero- 
kees, Chickesaws and Chactaws appear the most favour, 
able for the establishment of a mission with the prospect 
of success. To the Cherokees, the general assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church have turned their attention, and 
are looking for missionaries of a proper character, to send 
among them. This tribe, therefore, we will leave out of 
consideration, and take a view of the others — Chickesaws 
and Chactaws. These two tribes are more numerous 
than the aggregate of all the tribes between the Ohio and 
the lakes ; and also speak the same language. From 
these circumstances solely, other things being equal, a 
mission would be more desirable, and the prospect of 
success greater, than among either of the small tribes in 
Indiana or lUinoi. There are other reasons which induce 
us to give these nations the preference. They have al- 
ready made great progress in agriculture and civilization, 
and are by degrees casting off the Indian habit, and adopt- 
ing the modes of the whites. They are generally removing 
out of their villages, giving up the hunting life, clearing 
small plantations, and raising domestick animals. They 
have already experienced, many of them, the blessings 
which flow from this change of habits, and are anxious to 
make further improvements ; and many of them feel that 
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this is the only way left to save themselves from extermi- 
nation and ruin. It is not to be expected, that they arc 
anxious to have preaching, for of this they little know 
the advantages, though Mr. BuUen informed me many of 
the Chickesaws gave earnest attention, and appeared 
much aflFected under preaching. It is, however, more 
than probable, that they are anxious to have their chil- 
dren educated ; and it will perhaps hereafter appear, that 
the most eflFectual way to introduce Christianity among 
the Indians is, to train and instruct the rising generations 
in the way they should go. From the application of the 
Chickesaw chief to Mr. Blackburn, and the fact that they 
support a school at their own qxpcnse ; and from what 
the agent observed, it appears evident, that schools, at 
least, might be established among them. Another thing 
very worthy of consideration is, that the agents of these 
tribes are men of reputable character, regular habits, 
and, if I have been correctly informed, professors of reli- 
gion ; and would doubtless encourage, at least, the at- 
tempt of planting a mission among them. 

For the reasons that have been given, a mission among 
those tribes promises more success than one among the 
Creeks ; for their languages are different in diflFerent vil- 
lages, and, above iall, their agent is hostile to missions. 
The same reasons induce me also to fix on these tribes in 
preference to any in Louisiana. It would be highly de- 
sirable, in a missionary view, to find a tribe uncontamina- 
ted by the vices of the whites ; and where the iniquitous 
trader by his treachery has never learned the Indian to 
deceive, or by his persuasion to get drunk ; but it is in 
vain to attempt to find a tribe in Louisiana, that has not 
had intercourse with the Spanish, French, British, or 
American trader. It is to be observed here, that we held 
no conferences with the Indians of those tribes on the 
subject of a mission among them at some future day. 
The situation of our national affairs, and that of those tribes 
themselves, was such as rendered it inexpedient. More- 
over, the inquiries you desired might be made, wiere many 
of them of such a nature, had mey been made to the 






S0 BBPOBT CONCERNING 

Indians they would have led, at this peculiar juncture, to 
suspicions of some evil designs, which, perhaps, it would 
have been impossible to remove. Neither aid we con- 
I sider ourselves authorized, provided we could obtain the 
consent of these tribes, to stipulate, that a mission would 
certainly be established among them at any future time. 
It was, therefore, thought unadvisable to attempt to as- 
semble a council of the tribes. The time, when this So- 
ciety shall feel it their duty, and have ability to turn their 
particular attention to the Indians of the west, might be 
so far distant, as completely to defeat the object which it 
was intended to promote. The Indians are very scrupu* 
lous in expecting the performance of obligations on our 
part, and by delay might have supposed themselves 
trifled with, and neglected.* 



* <* Respecting the tribes, residing in the Missisippi territory priocipallj," Mr. 
Mills observes : ** Thej verj much need religious instruction ; and the establish- 
ment of schools among them might, most likely would, prore very beneficial to 
them. Many of the Cherokees very much regretted that Mr. Blackburn could 
not continue with them. They were ready to appropriate a considerable tract of 
land to be improved for the benefit of the school. The salutary efi*ects of the 
mission were apparent even to the Indians themselves. I believe that there is 
not at present a school among either the Cherokees, Chactaws, or Creeks. I wat 
told there was a school among the Chickesaws, but could not learn accurately the 
state of it. No long time since, the Chickesaw chief, or rather one of the prin- 
cipal men of that nation, made application to Mr. Blackburn to take up hit 
residence with him, and pursue his own course of education with the children in 
the tribe. He engaged to furnish as many scholars as he could teach, and likewise 
to appropriate a tract of land for the benefit of the establishment. Mr. Robertson 
is agent of Indian afiairs with this nation. He will favour any institution, which 
may be introduced for the benefit of the natives. Mr. Meigs is the agent residing 
witn the Cherokees ; he is also disposed to favour the religious instruction of die 
Indians. He was always ready to assist Mr. Blackburn. Mr. Dinsmore is agent 
for the Chactaws. He is decidedly in favour of the establishment of schools among 
the natives, but would not so readily favour a missionary at the present time, un- 
less he came in the character of a school master. He thinks the missionary 
ihould be acquainted with the language of the tribe he insti'ucts, as but little confi- 
dence can be placed in interpreters. He was inclined to think that the.Indians of 
that tribe would grant the use of as large a tract of land, as could be improved for 
the benefit of a school, should one be introduced among them. ^ This tribe, as 
well as the other tribes in the Missisippi territory, are making considerable advan- 
•ea towards civilization. The Chactaw women made in the course of the last year 
18 or £0000 yards of cloth. No attempt has ever been made to introduce schools^ 
or to give religious instruction to those belonging to this tribe. The present agent 
^the CreekS} if report be true, would not favour any insUtution among these 
Indians, of a ijeligious kind. The present season cannot be deemed a favour- 
able one for the commencement of schools, or for sending religions teachers among 
these Indians. Their minds are much i^tated bj the present unhappy state <^ 
our national affairs. Some of them are evidently ao9tilc to the United States."-^ 
Letter to Secretariu 
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WEST OF THE IflSSISIPPf. 

The country west of the Missisippi has been explored 
chiefly by Lewis and Clark, who went to the Pacifick, by 
the Missouri and Columbia ^rivers ; by Grcneral Pike^ 
who ascended the Missisippi, the Ossage, and went to the 
head waters of the Arkcnsaw and Rio Del Norte, and 
returned by the way of St. Fee- Antonio to Natchitoches ; 
by Dr. SUby, who ascended the Red river, §nd visited 
the adjacent country. What I shall note concerning the 
Indians, west of the Missbippi, is chiefly taken from 
manuscripts furnished by Mr. Breckenridge, judge of the 
district Point-Coupec, who has himself ascended the Mis- 
souri to the Mandane villages, and visited several other 
parts of Loubiana, and who also had access to the manu- 
scripts of Lewis and Clark and Dr. Silby. I shall, at the 
same time, compare this information with that furnished 
by Genend Pike. The few observations concerning the 
Indians, south of the Arkensaw river, are taken chiefly 
from SUby ; those on Rio Del-Norte, and in New Mexico^ 
and between the Axkensaw, the Platte and Missouri, and 
the heads of Missisippi, from Pike ; those on the Mis- 
souri above the Platte, and to the west and north, from 
Breckenridge, Lewis and Clark, and M^Kenzie. Many 
of the tribes south of the Arkensaw are nearly extinct. 
Of those that remain, the chief that I shall attempt, is 
merely to ^ve their names, numbers, and, if possible, their 
language. 

CABDoqjaES 

Formerly resided on Red river, about 400 miles above 
NatcUtoches ; at present they reside 20 miles west of the 
main branch of Red river, and only 120 miles by land, 
west of Natchitoches. The Frencn formerly had a set- 
tlement here. They have a tradition among them, it Is 
said, of a deluge. The number of warriors, according to 
Breckenridge, is 100 ; souls 400. But according to an- 
other account, that I have seen, they are 3 or 400 warriors. 
Their language has no known affinity to any other already 
mentioned; but it is spoken by several neighbouring 
tribes. 
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Yattasies 

Reside 50 miles above Natchitoches, on Bagan-Pigrc. 
The French formerly had a settlement and factory at this 
place. These people observe, the French were the peo- 
ple the Americans are now. This tribe live in a fixed 
village, and do not exceed 100 souls ; 30 men. They 
speak Caddo language. 

^ NANDA-qiTEES 

Reside on the Sabine, 60 miles from Natchitoches. 
Their numbers, men 40 ; souls 200. Language Caddo. 

Addaise 

Reside 40 miles from Natchitoches, below the Yatta- 
sies. Numbers, 2d men ; 100 souls. Their language 
differs from all others, and is extremely difficult to ac- 
quire. They speak Caddo. 

Alecke or Egeish 

Live near Nagadoches, but are nearly extinct. The 
small pox a few years since committed great ravages 
among them. Their language, as far as it is known, is 
peculiar to the tribe ; but the Caddo language is spoken 
and understood by them. Their numbers do not exceed 
40 or 50 souls ; 15 men. 

Keyes 

Reside on the Trinity river, near where the road from 
Antonio to Natchitoches crosses it. They are about 
60 men ; 200 souls, and have a language peculiar to 
themselves, but speak Caddo. 

Tachies 
Live on a branch of the Sabine. Their language is 
Caddo, and their numbers 80 men ; souls 300. This 
tribe give their name to the province of Texas. 

Nabadachies 

Live in the same neighbourhood, S. W. of Sabine 
river. Their numbers 80 men ; 300 souls. 
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Beddies 
Reside on the Trinity river, about 60 miles south of 
Nacogdoches. They have 100 men ; 320 souls. Speak 
Caddo, but have a different language. 

ACCO-KESAWS 

Reside 200 miles S. W. of Nacogdoches, on the west 
side of the Colorado, and wander towards the bay. This 
tribe has only, 80 men ; 250 souls. Their language is 
original, says Breckenridge. It would, perhaps, be safer 
to say concerning those remnants of tribes, whose lan- 
guage we do not understand, that we are ignorant to what 
language theirs bears an affinity. 

Mayes 
Reside on the bay of St. Bernard, near the Guadaloupe 
river. They speak the Attacapas, but have a different 
language. Their numbers are 200 men ; 680 souls. 

CORAN-CANAS 

Live on an island or peninsula in the bay of St. Ber* 
nard. Their numbers are 500 men ; 1800 souls ; at 
war with the Spaniards. Language original ; but speak 
the Attacapas. 

Canc£s 

Are a very numerous nation, and are divided into sev- 
eral clans or tribes^ which are spread over different parts of 
the country, from the bay of St. Bernard to Vera-Cruz. 
Numbers, perhaps, 2,000 warriors ; 7,500 souls. Speak 
an original language. 

Tan-ka-ways, or Tankards, 
Are a tribe that border on Red- river, towards St. Fee. 
Breckenridge estimates their numbers at 200 warriors ; 
700 souls. Pike says they have 600 warriors; if so, 
2000 souls. 

Ta-wak-enoes, or Three Cones, 
Usually reside on the west side of the braces, 200 
miles west of Nagadochcs towards St. Fee. They are 
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estimated at 350 men, and 1000 souls. Their language 
is said to be 4he same as that of the Panis or Pawnee, 
on the PJI^e of the Missouri. 

TOWRACHES, OR PaNIS, 

Live south of Red river, 800 miles above Natchitoches 
by water, but 340 by land. Their warriors are estimated 
at 400; souls ISOO. They speak the last mentioned 
languager 

Oppilousas 

Arc a few stragglers and vagabonds that wander over 
tht district by this name. Their numbers 40 men ; 160 
souls. 

Attakapas 

Are also a few wandering wretches, in the district of 
country to which they have given their name. By inter- 
mixture with some Tunicas, they amount to SO men — 
25v) souls. 

The Natchitoches^ Kumasy Avogally and FFashas tribes 
are extinct, or nearly so, as such ; but many have united 
with other tribes. 

The following 10 tribes are emigrants from the Creeks 
and Chactaws. 

BoLUXAS 

Are emigrants from Pensacola. They came with a 
few French families, and are settled about 40 miles be- 
low Natchitpches. Their numbers are estimated at 25 
men ; 100 souls. 

Appalaches 

Are also emigrants from West Florida, and reside on 
Bayon rapid of Red river ; speak Mobilian. Numbers 
15 men ; 50 souls. 

Alibamas 

Have emigrated from Florida ; reside partly in Oppc- 
lousas, and some near the Caddoques. Men 70 ; souls 
250; speak Mobilian. 

CanCHattas 
Are of the same people with the Alibanias, and emi- 
grated only 10 or 12 years since. Numbers-— warriors 
200 ; souls 600 ; live on the Sabine. 
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Pacanas 

Art a small tribe that reside on the Quelqueshoe riv- 
er, which heads S. W. of Nachitoches. Numbers 30 
men; 100 souls ; speak Mobilian^ though possessing an 
original language. 

TUNSCAS 

Reside at Avogall ; are from Florida ; speak Mobil- 
ian, though they have a distinct language. Warriors 
25 ; souls 80. 

Pascacaulas 

Live in a smalt village 60 miles above Natchitoches. 
They are emigrants from the east of the Missisippi. It 
is said, they have a peculiar language, but speak Mobil- 
ian. 25 men ; 100 souls. 

Tens^as 

Reside on Bagou Beauf, and were fortnerly from 
Tensa river, near Mobile bay. Men 25 ; souls 100. 

Chaetoos 

Live on Bagou Beauf, towards Oppelousas. They 
have 30 men ; 100 souls. They possess an original lan- 
guage, bvit speak Mobilian. 

Chactaws 

Are in little repute, either among white or red people. 
They are scattered almost over every part of Louisiana. 
The disrepute of this clan may easily be accounted for. 
They are composed of the discontented, querelous and 
insolent of the Chactaw nation, east of the Missisippi, 
who have crossed into Louisiana for the purpose of plun- 
der, war, and to escape punishment for crimes committed 
in their own nation ; and some, also, because the means^ 
of subsistence by hunting were more easily obtained 
there, than in Missisippi Territory. Numbers, 500 war- 
riors ; 2500 souls ; scattered over different'parts of lower 
Louisiana. 

The last ten tribes mentiotiedas distinct, arid many of" 
which, Silby observes, have a distinct language, though 
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they speak the Mobilian, have all emigrated from Missi- 
sippi territory and Georgia, and are or were parts of the 
Chactaws, or Creek Indians. What Silby observes, there- 
fore, as to their possessing a language distinct from the 
Mobilian, I apprehend, is erroneous; for it is a fact that 
the Chactaws and Chickesaws speak the same language ; 
and Du Pratz observes, that the Chickesaws and Aliba- 
mans speak the same language. But the Alibamans, says 
Dr. Silby, speak the Mobilian ; of course, to those parts 
of the nation that have crossed over the Missisippi, the 
Mobilian is their former tongue, and not a different lan- 
guage, as Silby observes. 

Having found Silby so inaccurate in this plain case, I 
doubt of his correctness in attributing to many tribes, 
which speak the Caddo, a different language, and one 
peculiar to themselves, and which has no affinity to any 
other known, 

Arkensas, or Ozark, 

Reside in three villages on the Arkensas river, not far 
above the post, which is 50 miles from the Missisippi. 
Those of this nation, that I have seen, arc the most stu- 
pid and filthy of all the Indians with whom I am acguaint- 
ed. The Chactaws are constantly making war upon them, 
and at one time they were nearly extinct. At present 
several of the Indians east of the Missisippi, have settled 
with them, and their numbers may now be estimated at 
200 warriors, and 600 souls. Their language bears a^ 
near affinity to the Ossage. 

Kyaways 

Are a nation residing in New Mexico ; but are erratic, 
and wander near the sources of the Arkensas and Platte. 
They, with the Utahs and Tetaus, or Cumeehes, have a 
common language. Pike estimates their number of war- 
riors at 1000, probably 3500 souls. This nation has 
immense droves of horses, and are continually at war with 
the Tetaus, anji sometimes ivith the Spaniards, Pawnees, 
and Sioux. Pike, 
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Utahs 

Wander on the sources of the Rio Del Norte. Thtf 
«re rather more civilized than the Kyaways, arising from 
their intercourse with the Spaniards. They, as also the 
nation last mentioned, are armed with bows, arrows, and 
lancets. Warriors 2000 ; souls 7000. Pike. 

Tetaus, or Cumeehes, or Padoucas, 

Are an erratic tribe, and wander towards New Mexico, 
or Red river and La Platte. They are treated with great 
civility by the Spaniards, since they have found them a 
most dangerous and destructive enemy. Their numbers 
are estimated by Pike at 2700 warriors ; 8Q00 souls. 
This nation, the Utahs, and Kyaways speak the same 
language. 

Namakaus 

Are also erratic, and wander to the N. W. of St. Fee. 
They are frequently at war with the Spaniards. This 
nation is supposed to have 2000 warriors, 6500 souls. 
Their language is the same as that of the Appache and Lc 
Panis, or Pawnee, and is spoken by those nations west of 
them, to California. Pike. 

Appeches 

Are a nation extending from the black mountains in 
New Mexico, to Coquillee, and keep the frontiers of these 
provinces in constant alarm, and render it necessary for 
the Spanish government to employ 2000 dragoons to pro- 
tect the villages, and escort the caravans. This nation 
extended formerly from the entrance of the Rio Grande to 
California, and have carried on a continual warfare with 
the Spaniards, ever since they penetrated into the internal 
provinces. Many very heroic feats are related by Pike 
concerning them. Their numbers are not estimated by 
Pike. We cannot, from what is said of them, suppose 
them less than 2500 warriors, and 8500 souls. 

The following table exhibits the different tribes between 
^e Arkensaw and Rio Del Norte, which, as far as I can 
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learn, is sometimes called the Rio Grande. The Cances 
and Kyaways, however^ extend somewhat to the south 
SMiul west of the Rio Del Norte. 



Tribes. 


Wamorfc 


Souls. 


TriHc«. 


Warriors. 


Souls. 


Cadoqties 


iOO 


400 


Attacapas 


80 


250 


Yattasies 


30 


100 


Boluxas 


25 


100 


Nan-da-quees 40 


200 


A^palaches 
Ahbamans 


15 


50 


Addaise 


20 


100 


70 


250 


Aleche 


IS 


SO 


Canchattas 


200 


600 


Keycs 


60 


200 


Pacanas 


50 


100 


Tachics 


80 


300 


Tunscas 


25 


80 


Nabadachies 


80 


300 


Pascagulas 


25 


100 


Beddies 


100 


320 


Tensas 


25 


100 


Accokesaws 


80 


250 


Chaetoo* 


30 


100 


Mayes 


200 


680 


^Chactaws 


500 


2500 


Coran-canas 


500 


1800 


Arkensas 


200 


600 


Cances 


2000 


7500 


f Kyaways 


1000 


3500 


Tankards 


200 


700 


Utahs 


2000 


7000 


Tawakcnoes 


350 


1000 


Namakaus 


2000 


6500 


Towraches 


400 


1300 


Apeches 


2500 


8500 


Oppelousas 


40 
in Lowi 


160 
er Loui 


Tetaus 
siana. 


2700 


8200 


Total 


15720 


53890 



^SE tltJBES SOUtH OF THB MI&SOUIII AND PLAtrE RIVERS^ 

AND NORTH: OF *tHS ARKENSAS, 

OsSAC£. 

This nation is divided into several tribes ; the Ken- 
sas, Arkeusas, Ottoos^ Missouris, Mahas, Ponca% Jo^ 
ways,, and Winebagoes. I suppose all these different 
tribes, strictly speaking, originally constituted, but one 
nation, for their language, manners, and customs^ are 

• Thennmber of Chactaws here noted are scattered iQ^iflerent parts of Louis- 
iana, ta the uoptby a& well as south -of the Arkensaw rivcc 




^ew-S|>£Uo, because I have ii« meftos of informatipn^ wUek ean be: relied on as- 
correct. As far as I can learn, the CathoUeks have missionaries among all the 
tribes or nations in that country. 
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very similar. Which <£ the languages of these tribes 
may be considered as original, and which dialectical, I 
am not able to determine. My reason for placing the 
Ossage first, and calling theirs original is, that they are 
first in numbers, and in character. 

The Ossage tribe is divided into three clans — The 
Great Ossage, Little Ossage and Big Track ; and may, 
perhaps, a century hence, should they survive, be con- 
sidered difierent nations, with as much propriety as ma- 
ny of the tribes enumerated. The Great Ossage vil- 
hge is situated on the river Ossage, 200 miles from its 
confluence with the Missouri. The Little Ossage, which 
teparated firom the main tribe, about 100 years since, for 
a long time lived on the Missouri ; but not being able to 
withstand their powerful enemies, the Sioux, they were 
compelled to settle in the neighbourhood of the Great 
Ossages. Since peace has been established by the Unit- 
ed States between those Indians, many of them have again 
returned to the banks of the Missouri. The Big Track 
is a party which were led off by a French trader about 20 
years since, and arc setded on Verdigrise river, 60 miles 
from its junction with the Arkensas. Great numbers 
join this band annually from the odier bodies of the tribe ; 
and ere long, it is probable, they will all remove to the 
plains of the Arkensas, on account of the superiour ad- 
vantages for hunting and subsistence. The Ossage In- 
dians have ceded to the United States all the lands be- 
tween the Missisippi, Arkensaw and Missouri rivers, 
and a line drawn directly south from Fort Ossage, 36 
miles below the mouth of Kansas river to the Arkensas* 
For this land they received from the United States, in 
1810, the Great Ossage, a gratuity of S5800, and a per- 
petual annuity of 81000 in cash ; Little Ossage, a gratu- 
ity of S400, and an annuity of 8500 perpetual. The 
language spoken by this nation, is considered as original^ 
at least it bears no affinity to any of the languages east of 
the Misissippi, except the Winebagoes, which are sup* 
posed to be descended from the same stock. Their num- 
bers according to Pike, are, 
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Great Ossage 502 warriors ; 1695 souls# 

Little Ossage 250 824 

Big Track 500 1500 

1252 4019 

According to Brcckenridge, Ossages, 1500 warriors, 
7000 souls. 

Kansas 

Reside on the north branch of the Kansas river, 100 
miles from its junction with the Missouri. The language, 
manners, and customs of this people, with the exception 
of a few local peculiarities, are the same as the Ossages. 
A few years since they were the greatest scoundrels on 
the Missouri, robbing traders, and ill treating the whites ; 
but within a few years, in consequence of a severe defeat 
by the Pawnees, in which they lost their greatest and best 
warriors, they have been humbled, and are more peaceable. 
They are a stout, hardy, daring race of men, and esteem- 
ed the bravest warriors. Their numbers, according to 
Pike, are, warriors 465; souls 1560 — ^to Brcckenridge, 
warriors 300, souls 1300. 

Ottoos 

" Are supposed to be the descendants of the ancient Mis- 
souris. They speak one language, which is lofty and 
sonorous, and bears a near affinity to the Ossage. They 
reside 45 miles up the Platte from the Missouri. They 
are not numerous, but estimated brave. Warriors 150 ; 
souls 500. 

MiSSOURIS 

Are the remnant of one of the most numerous tribes in 
those parts, and have given their name to the river. 
They have been destroyed by war and the small pox. It 
is supposed that none of the nations on the Missouri, or 
in the interiour, are one half, and many of them not one 
tenth so numerous, as they were 25 years since. This 
tribe formerly resided at the mouth of the Grande river. 
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At present they reside and are incorporated with the Ot- 
toos. Warriors 50 ; souls 300. 

Mahas 

Reside on the Missouri, principally at Mahas Creek, 
240 miles above Platte river. They are very friendly to 
the whites, and have considerable trade. Their manners, 
customs, and language, are similar to the Ossage, They 
have been greatly reduced, as to numbers, within 10 years. 
Their present numbers are 250 warriors ; 800 souls. 

Mr. Breckenridge related to me, that the principal chief, 
or king of this tribe, was a very wicked and cruel man ; that 
he pretended to have familiar intercourse with spirits ; and 
would frequently foretel the death of some of his people. 
The events so regularly happened, according to his predic- 
tions, that immediately on his telling a person that he 
should die, the man began his death song, and died accor- 
dingly. It was supposed, that before the king made such 
declarations, he took some means to administer to them 
some subtile poison. This produced great fear of him, 
among the Indians ; and after his death they took his body, 
placed it in a sitting position, on his finest hotse, and rais- 
ed a large mound over them, and now worship him, as the 
Indians do the evil spirits, to appease their wrath, and 
avert their anger. Will this circumstance of the mound 
aflford a clue to the probable design of some mounds found 
in the western country ? 

Panis, or Pawnees, 

Are a tribe from New Mexico, and formerly was a part 
of the famous and implacable enemies of the Spaniards, the 
Appeches. There are two other branches of this nation, 
which have been already noticed, the Ta-wak-enoes, and 
Toweachas on Red river. The Pawnees are divided into 
three clans. The Pawnee proper. Republicans, and Loups. 
The Pawnee proper are said to have made consider- 
able progress in civilization, and generally treat traders 
and whites, who visit them, with respect and hospitality. 
They reside on the south side of the Platte, about 100 
miles from its mouth ; the Republicans, on the Republican 
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branch of the Platte ; the Loups, on Wolf river. This 
tribe has no idea of the exclusive right of soil ; they claim 
only what they possess. They hunt on the Platte and 
Kensas. Their language, I shall denominate the Ap- 
pechee, becau^ I consider them sprung from that stock, 
and because there is a near affinity between the two lan- 
guages. Their numbers, according to Pike, are, 

Pawnee proper 1000 warriors; 3120 souls. 

Republicans and Loups 485 1485 

1485 4605 
According to Breckenridge, 

Pawnee proper 400 warriors ; 1600 souls. 

Republicans 350 1400 

Loups 300 1400 



1050 4400 

Aricaries 

Are also a branch of the Appeches, as is evident from 
the affinity of their language, and similarity of their cus- 
toms, to the Pawnee. They must also have emigrated 
from New Mexico. They reside now on tlie Missouri, 
in two villages, about 1440 miles from the Missisippi. 
This nation is said to be very industrious, and frequently 
to have com three years old« They are very dissolute in 
their manners, as will appear hereafter. Formerly they 
were very numerous, as is evident from the number of 
deserted villages; their numbers are estimated at 250 
warriors ; 800 souls. This tribe, like the Pawnee, have 
no idea of exclusive right of soil. 

PoNCAS, OR PONCARS, 

Formerly were a very numerous tribe ; but at the be- 
ginning of this century were driven from their habitations, 
and nearly extirpated by the Sioux. During their war 
with the Sioux, and until 1811, they led a wandering life. 
They now reside on the Missouri, a few miles below the 
Quiacre river, 1000 miles from the Missisippi. Their 
character is that of thievish, marauding, insolent, and 
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vicious. Their language is the same as the Mahas, and 
they are probably descended from the same stock, Ossage. 
50 warriors ; 300. souls* 

Mandaks 

Reside about 1600 miles up the Missouri, in two villa* 
ges, a few miles below Knife river. Formerly, this tribe 
was numerous, and, according to their traditions, consisted 
of 17 villages ; which is rendered probable, from meeting 
in this part of the country, with the ruins of many desert- 
ed villages. This goes to corroborate what has been in 
another place advanced, that many of the tribes on the 
Missouri, have been reduced to half, others to a tenth, of' 
their former population* The language of this tribe, is 
not known to have an affinity to any other ; they, however, 
speak the language of the Gross- ventres, 350 warriors ; 
1250 souls. At these villages was erected a fort and 
trading establishment in 1811. 

A-WA-HA-WAS, OR SaULIERS. 

This is a smaU tribe, which reside only three miles above 
the Mandan villages, on the Missouri. According to 
their tradition, they originally constituted a part of the 
Crow- Indians, but in consequence of a quarrel of two 
chiefs, over the carcase of a buffaloe, which both claimed, 
a separation took place. They.speak the Crow language ; 
live in one village. 50 men ; 300 souls. 

Minetares^ or Gross-ventres, Fally or Bigbelliedj or 
Paunche Indians^ These are different names given by 
different persons to the same nation ; as they are divided 
in different bands, and live in different parts of the country. 
Minetares, or Gross- ventres, reside in four villages, on 
both sides of Knife river, near its confluence with the Mis- 
souri, five miles above the Mandan villages. Brecken- 
ridge is of opinion, that these, as well as the Sauliers, for* 
merly constituted a part of the Crow nation ; though they 
have been in their present villages, as far back as their 
traditions extend. They speak the same language as the 
tiibe last mentioned. If they speak the Crow language, 
these speak the same, Warriors 600 ; souls 2500. 
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Fai.L| or Big-b£lli£d Indians, 

Sometimes called Gross-ventrcs of the Priariey reside 
at the confluence of the north and south branches of the 
Saskatchinine river, and extend from thence to the great 
bend in the Missouri, in latitude 47^ 30 ' north. Num- 
bers, according to Breckenridge, 500 warriors, 20'X) souls. 
M'Kenzie, 700 men. "Speak the Crow language." 

Breckenridge. 

Paunche, or Al-la-ka-we-ah, 

Live on the Yellow Stone river, and wander in different 
parts, on the heads of the Missouri, near the rocky moun- 
tains. This tribe is said to be hospitable and peacefuL 
Numbers, 800 warriors ; 2500 soiils. Supposed to speak 
the Crow language, 

Crow-Indians, or Absaroka, 

Are divided into four bands, and wander on the Yellow 
. Stone, and Bighome rivers on the heads of the Missouri, 
and Rache-jaunc, and even to the west of the rocky 
mountains for 200 miles, where a party of them was met 
by Mr. Robert Steaurt of New York, in 1812, on his re- 
turn from the Pacifick ocean. The difterent bands of this 
nation arc very numerous, and estimated at 900 warriors, 
and S500 souls. Whether the language of this nation 
bears any affinity to any of those west of the rocky moun- 
tains, I am not able to say, and therefore note it as a lan- 
guage peculiar to themselves; and consider the Gross- 
vcntres. Fall, and Paunche Indians, and Sauliers, as being 
originally of the same nation, and having with them a 
common language. 

Ghyennes. 

This tribe wander on the herds of Chyennes and White 
rivers. Breckenridge observes, that they speak a language 
peculiar to themselves, and are of a remarkably fair com- 
plexion. It is said this is the tribe, that has been sup- 
posed to be Welch Indians, whose progenitors emigrated 
to this country under Madoc ; and to whose work, by 
some, are attributed the Indian mounds in the western 



THE WESTERN INDIANS. 37 

country. It has been confidently asserted, in proof of the 
existence of a tribe of Welch Indians, that parts of a 
Welch Bible have been found among them, and that a 
Welchman, who visited them, conversed with them in 
their own language. Granting it to be a fact, which we 
very much doubt, that this supposed Welch tribe have 
parts of the Welch Bible among them, we can safely af- 
firm, that it was not received from the adventurers under 
Madoc ; for he left his country some centuries before 
there was an edition of the Welch Bible printed. That a 
Welchman has conversed with a tribe of Indians in the 
Welch language is, to say the least, extremely improba- 
ble ; when we recolject the change which language un- 
dergoes in pronunciation, within half a century, among 
nations which have a written language, how much great- 
er must be the diversity in pronunciation, produced be- 
tween two clans of the same tribe, that have been separ- 
ated for upwards of six centuries ; and that, too, when 
the separating clan has no written language to guard it 
from changing its original pronunciation ? But, admitting 
that they have retained it, is it probable, that a Welchman 
of the 1 9th century, could converse intelligibly with one 
of the 12th century, were it possible to produce such an 
one ? It may be shown from history, that Madoc sailed 
with a colony from Wales ; but that he planted them in 
America is an assumption without suflSicient proof. It 
can be proved, only from the existence of such a tribe. 
The principal arguments to prove this fact have been 
considered. What weight they ought to have, to sub^ 
stantiate this fact, is for the reader to judge. The argu-? 
ments drawn from the complexion and beard of the sup- 
posed Welch tribe, cannot weigh much, when it is con- 
sidered that the same appearances are common among 
other tribes. One nation being more cleanly, and living 
in a different latitude, will, at least in part, account for • 
fairer complexions ; and the practice of eradicating the 
beard, is by no means universal among the American 
Indians, We hazard nothing in saying, that the exist- 
ence of a tribe of Welch Indians in America, is ideal, 
and nothing but a hoax of some trader or traveller, play* 
ed on the credulous,- — To return from this digression* 
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The Chyennes, it is said, formerly resided on or ncai* 
Red river of lake Winipie, and were driven from thence 
to where they now live, by the Sioux. Carver mentions 
the Schians as a band of the Sioux. Can this be the 
same tribe as we now call the Chyenne ? This tribe with 
the Stactan, Kata, Nemausin and Dolame, four small 
tribes, which also live on the heads of Chyenne river, arc 
estimated at 500 warriors ; 2000 souls. I know not to 
what nation, or nations, the four bands just mentioned be- 
long, nor what language they speak ; the probability is, 
they belong to the Chyenne, and are only diflfercnt bands 
of the same tribe. 

WATEPAHATdES. 

This tribe reside on the Paducas fork of Platte river, 
but are not stationary. I presume they are a band of the 
Kyaways already mentioned, and with whom frequently 
they reside. If so, they speak the same language as the 
Utahs and Tetaus. 200 warriors ; 9u0 souls. 

Kenenavish. 

This tribe is erratic, and lives on the heads of the Yel- 
low Stone river. I have not been able to ascertain to what 
tribe they have an affinity. Their numbers are estimated 
at 1500 warriors ; 5000 souls. 

Pastanownas, or Castahanas. 

This people are also erratic, and live between the 
sources of Padoucas fork of Platte and the Yellow Stone 
rivers. 400 warriors; 1500 souls. 

Skake-Indians. 

This nation is divided into three principal tribes, which, 
are again subdivided into several bands or clans. They 
are a peaceable and defenceless people, and are frequently 
killed and enslaved by their neighbours. They wander 
from the falls and sources of the Missouri, on the heads 
of the Yellow Stone, Platte^ and Arkensaw to Red riv- 
er and New Mexico. They are supposed to be, at least, 
1000 warriors; 5000 souls. Breckenridge observes, 
they speak a language peculiar to themselves. 
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Tribes. Warrior*. 

^Different tribet'^ 

from east of y 700 
Missisippi; j 

Ossage 

Kansas 

Ottoos 

Missouris 

Mahas 

Pawnee 

Aricaries • 

Poncas 

Mandans 



Soals. 

3000 



Tribes. 



Warriors. 



1252 


4019 


465 


1965 


150 


500 


50 


300 


250 


8(0 


1485 


4605 


250 


800 


50 


300 


350 


1250 



Awahawas 50 
Gross- ventres 600 
Crow 900 

Chyennes 500 
Watepahatoes 200 
Kenenavish 1500 
Pastanownas 400 
Snake 1000 



Sonls. 

300 
2500 
3500 
2000 

900 
5000 
1500 
5000 



Total 10152 37839 
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sisirpi. 

Jo WAYS* 

This tribe reside in two villages, one on the Joway, the 
other on the Des Moyens river. They were originally a^ 
part of the Missouri tribe, from whom they separated, 
and have since conquered them, and now claim their 
country by right of conquest. They speak the Ossage 
language. They, the Sauks and Reynards, have sold all 
their right to the land east of the Missisippi, between the 
Jafflone and Joway rivers, as far as the Missouri. War- 
riors 3M ; souls 1400. 

Sioux, or Nauduwassies. 

This is a numerous, warlike, and brave people. Their 
language bears no affinity to any of the neighbouring 
nations, and is very guttural. In this, perhaps, it differs 
from the language of most Indians, many of which are 
highly sonorous, sweet, and lofty. Barton thinks thb 
nation is a branch of the Wyandot. This is not proba- 
ble ; for the Wyandot itself is a branch of the Huron, 
which was originally a part of the Iroquois ; as is evident 

* These are composed of the Shawnoes, Wjaodots, Delawares, Gherdkees and 
Chiakesaws. 
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from the similarity between their languages. This na- 
tion is divided into several tribes ; these again subdivided 
into different clans. The subdivisions I shall not particu- 
larly note. The principal tribes arc, 1. Minoway-Kan- 
tong, or Gens De Lai. 2. Washpetong, or Gens De 
Fieulles. 3. Saussetons. 4. Yanktons. 5. Titons. 
6. Washpecoate, 7. Assinboin. 

Minoway-Kautong 

Reside on the Missisippi, from the Prairie De Chiers 
to Prairie De Francois, 35 miles up the St. Peter's. 
Tkey are reported the bravest of all the Sioux tribes ; 
and are the only one that attend to agriculture, and 
that in a very small degree. Their country is well 
timbered and vvatered. Men 305 ; souls 2105. Pike. 

Washpetong 

Reside on the N. W. side of the St. Peter's^ to the 
mouth of Chippeway river. — Br ecken ridge. At 
Prairie Des Francois, near the Roache Blanche, on the 
St. Peter's. — Pike. Their numbers are estimated, by 
Pike, at 1060. 

Saussetons 

Reside on the upper parts of Red river, of lake Win- 
ipie and the St. Peter's, and rove on the Missisippi and 
Corbeau rivers, which is the boundary between ti^cm and 
the Chippeways. They usually meet the Titons and 
Yanktons in May, with whom they trade. Men 360 ; 
souls 2160. — Pike. 

Yanktons 

Have a fixed habitation. They are divided into the 
Yanktons of ihe north and die south. Those of the north 
wander on the heads of St. Peter's and Red river of lake 
Winipie, and trade on the Mississippi at St. Peter's. 
Those of the south are settled from Montague's Priarie to 
the rivers Des Moyen and Missouri, and trade at Jacque 
river. The country over which they wander, in parts of 
it is pleasant, well timbered and watered. Warriors 900 ; 
souls 4300. Pike. 



THS WESTERN INDIANS* 41 

TiTONS 

Reside on both sides of the Missouri. On the west 
side, from near Chyenne river to the Mandan villages, 
and on the N. E. from the Mahas villages to near the 
Gross- ventres, or Knife river. They are not permanent- 
ly fixed ; and, like the wandering Arab, their hands are 
against every man. They are the pirates and marauders 
of the Missouri. They, as also the Yanktons, have the 
finest horses, and travel with incredible celerity, being in 
one place to day, and 500 miles distant ten days hence. 
Warriors 2000 ; souls 11600. — Pike, 

Washpecoate 

Rove on the S. W. of the St. Peter's, from a place cal- 
kd hard wood to the Yellow Medicine river, and hunt 
on the heads of the Des Moyen. This was formerly a 
part of the Washpotang tribe, and is composed of the out- 
casts of all the other tribes ; Men 900. souls 4050. Pike. 

These six tribes of the Sioux claim the lands west of 
the Missisippi, beginning at the Joway river above the 
Prairie Des CWen to the St. Peter's ; thence on both sides 
of the Missisippi to Cbrbeau, or Crow-wing river, up 
the same, including its . waters, to the head of Red river ; 
thence westerly, bearing south, so as to intersect the 
Missouri, at or near the Mandan villages. Here their 
line crosses the Missouri, so as to include the lower parts 
of the Chyenne river, the whole of the waters of the 
White and Teton rivers, and the lower parts of the 
Quicure ; from thence easterly, bearing north, to the place 
of beginning. These tribes have waged a war of extir- 
mination with the Chippeways from time immemorial^ 
and almost destroyed many of the tribes on the Missouri, 
and east of ihe Missisippi. They have also waged a long 
war with the Assinboin, one of me tribes that separated 
itself from the the nation. The numbers of these bands 
are, according to Pike, 3835 warriors ; 21675 souls. 

to an Officer, 2590 7610 

Rreckenridge, 2000 6000 

Probably 2500 warriors, 10000 souls. 

6 YOX.. II. 
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ASSINBOIN 

Are a revolted band of the Sioux, with whom they 
have long been at war. Like the parent stock, they are 
divided into different bands, and reside in different parts. 

The Osegah 

Reside about the mouth of little Missouri, and on the 
Assinboin, at the mouth of Lapelle river. Warriors 25 ;* 

souls 850. [•Probably 250. Edit.] 

Manitoba 

Live on the Saskatshawine, or Mouse river. Warriors 
200 ; souls 750. 

Mahtopanats 

Wander on«the Missouri, above White-earth river, 
and on the heads of Mouse, or Assinboin river. War- 
riors 450 ; souls 1600. The whole number of Assinbo- 
ins ; 900 warriors ; SOOO souls. 

Black Feet. 

This nation is erratic, and wander on the heads of the 
Saskatshawine and Missouri rivers, and on the Moria river, 
and along the Rocky ridge, or mountains. They are divid- 
ed into difierent tribes ; Black-feet, Blood- Indians, Pica- 
neaux, or Catanoneaux, &c. all of which, says M^Kenzie, 
are a distinct people, and speak a language of their own, 
arid which has no affinity to any language which he has 
heard. This nation is very hostile to the hunters and tra- 
ders that attempt to ascend the Missouri, and pass to the 
Pacifick. Warriors 2500 ; souls 8000* 

*. . ' ' 

Chippewtan. 

This is a very large nation, who consider the country be- 
tween the parallels of latitude 60^ and 65^ north, and lon- 
gitude 100® and 1 10® west, as belonging to them. They 
speak a very copious language, which is very difficult to 
acquire, and which is spoken with a slight variation of dia- 
lect by iall the tribes living between Hudson^s bay and 
Rocky mountains, and north of the Missisippi and the 
ridp;e which divides the waters running north from those 
which enter lake Winipie ; with the exception of the 
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EsqmmauXy who inhabit the north coast. This fact was 
ascertained by Mr. A. M^Kenzie, in his voyages of 1789 
and 1793, who found that the Rocky Mountain Indians ; 
Sarseesy Slave, Beaver, Dog-rib, Hare, Stfong-bow, 
Mountain, Quarrellers, and Knife Indians ; in short, all 
those tribes that reside on M*Kenzie's, and Peace rivers, 
and on the adjacent waters, spoke dialects of the Chippe- 
wyan tongue ; and he also found, that the Indians on Col- 
ombia river, as low down as latitude 52®, 24^^ north, and 
Crom thence to the Pacifick, spoke dialects of the same 
language. What the numbers are of these tribes, east of 
the Rocky mountains, is difficult to determine. When, 
however, we consider the natural situation of the country, 
and its very high latitude, we are ready to draw the con- 
clusion, that the numbers are small. All the Chippe- 
wyans, that visit the different establishments of the N. W. 
company, do not exceed 800 men, nor probably 2500 
souls. The other tribes mentioned, we are led to con- 
clude from M*Kenzie's account, are very small ; proba- 
bly none of them exceed 500 souls ; all of which cannot 
exceed 1200 men, 5000 souls ; and I am not certain that 
many of these small tribes are not included in M'Kenzie's 
estimate of the Chippewyans. The whole numbers of 
these tribes east of the Rocky mountains, which speak 
the Chippewyan language, are, 2000 warriors ; 7500 
souls. 

EsqUIliAUX. 

This nation, it would appear, from similarity of lan- 
guage, manners, and customs, was originally from Green- 
land. It is the opinion of the Moravians that visit them, 
that there is no more difference between their language 
and that of Greenland, than between high and low Dutch. 
This people are found, with certainty, from the coast of 
Labrador, west to M*Kenzie's river; and have been 
found as far north as 72^, by Mr. Hearne, in 1772. Cap- 
tain Cook further reports, that he found the same people 
on the islands and coast, of North America, opposite 
Kamskatka and at Norton's sound, Ooneleshka, at Prince 
WiUiam^s sound* See Rces' Cyclopedia, Esquimaux. 
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M^Kenzie is of opinion, that the people inhabiting 
the coast of the Pacifick differ, both from the Chippe- 
wyansi and Esquimaux. It is not to be supposed, tliat 
a country, covered with snow for more than hsdf the year, 
and whose summers do not exceed six or eight weeks, 
can be very populous. What the numbers of this nation 
are, cannot be precisely ascertdned. They have been esti- 
mated at 1623 souls: the whole number, from Labrador 
to M*Kenzie's river, we should not suppose could ex- 
ceed 5000 souls, 1200 warriors. The Moravians have a 
missionary establishment on the coast of Labrador, at 
Nain. 

Mountaineers. 

This people live on the interior of Labrador, and are 

enemies to the Esquimaux. I know not what language 

they speak, unless it is a dialect of the Algonquine. 

Their numbers are small ; perhaps 300 men, 15C0 souls. 

INDIANS WBSr OF tHB MISSISIPPI^ AND NORTH OF THE MIS- 



Tribei. 

Joways 
Sioux 



SOURI AND LAKES, 

* In the United States and Louisiana. 

Warriopt. Souls. Tribes. Wtrriors. 



300 1400 
2500 lOCOO 



Fall Indians 500 
Paunche 800 



Souli. 

2000 
2500 



. Total 
In the British dominums* 



4100 15900 



Tribes. 

Mohawks 

Iroquois 

Chippeways 

Hurons 

Leach-lake- 

Chippeways 

Musconoges 

Algonquines 

ofKainylake 



Warriors. Souls. 

300 1000 






SCO 2000 

250 800 

ISO 1100 

100 350 

100 300 



Tribes. Warriors. SouIh. 

Knistenaux 1500 5000 

Assinboin 900 3000 

Black-Feet 2500 8000 
Chippewyans 

and tribes of the 2000 7500 
same language 

Esquimaux 1200 5000 

Mountaineers 300 1500 



Total 



9800 35550 



* I suppose, in this table, the boundary line between the United States and the 
British provinces to run on the ridge, which divides the waters running inlo the 
Missisippi and Mistoosi from those that enter lake Winipie and the Saskatiihawine 
river. 
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I shall probably hereafter complete something more 
full on the Indian government, character, manners, edu- 
cation, religion, and morals. This I had not the leisure 
to do at present, and must therefore defer it for a future 
communication, if it shall be thought desirable by your 
reverend body. I may possible add to this some hints 
concerning a plan for conducting Indian missions. I 
trust that this communication, imperfect as it is, will be 
in some measure useful and satisfactory to your Society. 
With my best wishes for its prosperity and usefulness, re- 
ceive the assurance of the esteem and respect of your 
friend and servant, 

JOHK F. SCHERMXRHORK. 

Rev. Ariel Holmes, D. D. 
Sec. Soc. Prop. Gospel^ ^c. 

[NoTB. In the MS. copy of the preceding Report the same Indian 
names are diversely written, but corrections could not be obtained 
from the author ; a circumstance the more to be r^etted, as he had 
not prepared the MS. for publication. £dit.] 



HISTORICAL SKSTCH OV THE SOCIETY FOR PROPAGATING THE GOS- 
PEL AMONG THE INDIANS AND OTHERS IN NORTH AMERICA. 

THE ori^n of this Society may be traced back to the 
year 1762, when a number of gentlemen associated for 
the purpose of establishing a Society for the promotion 
of christian knowledge. In prosecution of this benevo- 
lent and pious design^ they collected a considerable fund, 
and obtained from Uie colonial government an act of incor- 
poration. When this act was sent to England for allow- 
ance, the archbishop of Canterbury obtaining a negative 
from the king, it fell, of course, aiid nothing more was 
heard concerning it until after the war, which establish- 
ed American independence. In 1787, a number of gen- 
tlemen in Boston and the vicinity received a commission 
fixmi the Society in Scotland for promoting christian 
knowledge, to superintend the funds of the Society, which 
were devoid to the purpose of christianizing the Indians 
of America. The Board of Commissionersi excited by 
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tiie exemplaiy zeal of their European brethreiii revived 
the plan, which had before proved abortive ; and, form- 
ing themselves into a Society similar to that in Scotland, 
wefc incorporated in November, 1787, by the name of 
"The Society for propagating the Gospel among the 
Indians and others in Nortn America."* 

On the recommendation of the legislature, a brief was 
issued by ^vemour Hancock, in 1788, for a collection 
in all the religious societies of the State. The petition for 
this brief alleges, ^^ that one design of our venerable Wi- 
thers, in emigrating to this land, was professedly to extend 
the knowledge of our glorious Redeemer among the sav- 
age natives ; that this design was expressed and enjoined 
under both the charters, granted by the parent state to 
this colony ; and is, in the opinion of the Society, necessa^ 
ly and suitable at all times to be pursued by a people 
who profess chrbtianity." The amount of the collection 
was 1561 dollars ; and this original fund was greatly in- 
creased by private subscriptions among the members of 
the Society and other pious and benevolent persons. 
Among the first and mest generous contributors were, 
the Hon. John Alford, Esq. James Bowdoin Escj. after- 
ward govemour of the commonwealth, Moses GiU, Esq. 
afterward lieutenant governour, William Hyslop, Esq. 
Hon. Samuel Dexter, Esq. Hon. Thomas Russell, Esq. 
Hon. Jonathan Mason, Hon. William Phillips, and Eben- 
czer Storer, Esq. At later periods, the Rev. Eliakim 
Wyllys and others have made additional donations. The 
Hon. John Alford, Esq. of Charlestown, in his last will, de- 
vised a large sum to be devoted to the purpose of spread- 

* The act of incorporation, after aathorizing the Society ** to Uke and reeeire 
•uhseriptions of charitably disposed persons, and anr personal estate in soeces- 
aion/' provides, that ** all donations to the Society, either by subscription, legacy, or 
otherwise, excepting such as may be differently appropriated by the donors, shall 
make a part^ or be put into the capital stock of the Society, whidi shall be pat out 
on interest, on good security, or otherwise improved to the best advantage, and 
the incomes or profits applied to the purposes of propagating the gospel among 
the said Indians, m such manner as they shall judge most conducive to answer the 
design of their institution, and also among other people, who, through poverty or 
other circumstances, are destitute of the means of religious instrucUon : and the 
Mid Society is hereby empowered to give sueh faistroctions, orders aad encourage- 
menU to their officers, and those they shall employ, as they shall judge necessary ; 
ftnd the persons employed as teachers in any eapaeity, sball be men of the Pio- 
testant religion, of reputed piety, loyalty, prudence, knowledge, and literature, 
and of other chriiilaa and Beeesmry qaaUneatioos^ loited to their respeotiTe lU- 
tioos.** 
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ing the knowledge of the gospel among the heathen ; 
and, on the incorporation of this Society, his executor, 
Richard Cary, Esq. transferred to it ten thousand six hun- 
dred and seventy five dollars. The Society, for several 
years, received generous annual grants from the legislature, 
and its funds have been greatly augmented by the frequent 
and liberal donations of its president, the present lieuten- 
ant govemour of the commonwealth. 

In the application of the portion of the funds devoted 
to the Indians, the Society have consulted the best inter« 
csts of a people, whose character and habits are extreme- 
ly adverse to moral and religious improvement. Thejr 
assisted in the support of Rev. Mr. Mayhew at Martha's 
Vineyard, of Rev. Mr. Hawley at Marshpee, and of Rev. 
Mr. Sergeant at New Stockbridge ; all of them mission- 
aries to the Indians. The corporation of Harvanl Col- 
lege, having funds for Indian purposes, had united widi 
the Society in supporting these several missionaries until 
1809, when, by agreement, the entire charge of the 
Marshpee and Vineyard Indians was assumed by the 
corpbration ; and the Society engaged to pay the same 
sum, that had usually been paid by the corporation, to- 
wards the support of the permanent missionary at New 
Stockbridge. For some years the Society employed 
a missionary to the relicks of the Narraganset Indians. 
In 1812, a school house was erected for them at 
Charlestown, (R. I.) the place of their residence^ 
at the expense of the Society; and a school master 
has since been employed there with encouraging 
success. The number of scholars has .been very varia- 
ble; the lareest number was 31. In 1812, the whole 
number of Indiails at Charlestown, considered as of the 
Narraganset nation, was about 140 or 150. On Martha^s 
Vineyard the Society have supported a number of small 
schools for Indian children, and have furnished to the 
schools at Marshpee, Oneida, and New Stockbridge, 
books, paper, and other necessaries. They have sup- 
plied die inhabitants of New Stockbridge with many im- 
Slements of husbandry, such as ploughs, chains, and 
oes; assisted them in buildmg school houses, and a 
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house for their minister ; defrayed the expense of print- 
ing the Assembly's Catechism, which had been translated 
into the language of these Indians ; and furnished them 
with a competent supply of practical religious books. 

The attempts of the Society have hitherto been confin- 
ed to those tribes interspersed among the white inhabi- 
tants, or living in their neighbourhood; but it is- their 
wish, as their means and opportunity will admit, gradual- 
ly to disseminate christian knowledge among more dis- 
tant tribes. 

The notices given of those tribes in the preceding Re- 
port will not fail to receive their attention. Their labours 
may now be more intelligently directed, and especially 
should they receive, what me writer of the Report has en- 
couraged them to expect, " a view of the religious notions, 
the state of morals, tiie peculiar customs and manners, and 
government of the Indians, together with his views of 
the best manner of conducting missions among them/' 
A state of peace, however, is essential to the successful 
prosecution of any extensive design for their benefit. 

Beside an attention to the natives, the Society has 
employed missionaries, distributed books, and assisted 
schools, among the white, inhabitants in the frontier set- 
dements, and in other parts of the country, as exigencies 
have required. The district of Maine has been the prin- 
cipal object of these charities ; but they have occasional- 
ly been directed to various destitute regions in New Eng- 
land and parts adjacVnt. 

Five missionaries are now employed in the district of 
Maine ; and several others receive an allowance, as min- 
isters, or teachers of youth. The missionaries have gene- 
rally been ordained ministers. Upwards of 33000 books 
and tracts have been distributed by the Society. 

Presidents of the Society. 

Hon. Oliver Wendell, from 1787 to 1703. 
Hon. Thomas Russell, from 1 798 to 1 796* 
His Honour Moses Gill, from 1796 to 1 800. 
His Ex. Jambb Sullivan, from 1800 to 1806. 
His Honour William Phillips, since 1806. 
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BISTORT OF NEW ENGLAND. BT EDWARD JOHNSON* 

[Tliifi Historical Tract has become exceedingly rare. Very few copies 
of it are to be fouod in our country. From one procured in Eng- 
land, after considerable inquiry, by Rev. T. M. Harris, D. D. the 
publishing committee for this volume are enabled to commence the 
republication. In the very valuable index to the first series of 
these Collections, the learned and accurate compOer has styled the 
author ^' minister of Woburn." In Prince's list of documents, he is 
styled ** Capt Johnson." {N. E. Chronol. II. No. 1. Explanat. of 
references.) In the preface to vol. I. p. 2, he says, " In a history of 
New England, from 1628 to 1661, printed in 4to. London, 1654, I 
found many particulars of the banning of our several churchei^ 
towns, and colonies, which appear in no other writer. The running 
title is ^ Wonder-working Providence," &c. and in the genuine ti- 
tle page DO author is named. Some of the books were faced with 
a false title page, wherein the work is wrongly assigned to Sir F. 
Georges : but the true author was Mr. * Johnson of Wobum in New 
England, as the late Judge Sewall assured me, as of a thing familiar- 
ly known among the fathers of the Massachusetts colony." The 
late Rev. Dr. John Eliot says, ^' The book contains much valuable 
information of the early setUement of Massachusetts, and is very 
particular in narrating the organization of the militia, in 1644." See 
N. E. Biog. p. 21 7, aote. Edit.] 

A HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND, 

l^om the English planting in the F^er^ 1628, untUlthe Yeere 1652. 
Declaring the farm of their government, dvU, miUtary, and eccles^ 
iastique. Their mars with the Indians^ their troubles ivith the Gor* 
tanists, and other Heretifues, Thtir manner of gathering oj 
CkarcheSi the commodities cf the Country^ and descr^ftian of the 
the prmc^jHUl Tonms and HavenSy with the great encouragements to 
increase Trade betwixt them and Old England. With the names of 
all their Govemours^ Magistrates^ and eminent Ministers^ 

FsiXM 107. 24. The righteoup shall see it, and rejoice, and all ini- 
quity shall stop her mouth. 

PsAL. 111. 2. The works of the Lord are great, and ought to be 
80u|^t out of all that have pleasure in them. 

London, Printed for Nath: Brooke at the Angel in Comhill. 1654« 



TO THE READER. 

Good Header f 

AS large Gates tx) small Edifices, so are long 
Pre&ces to little Bookes ; therefore I will breifiy informe 

7 VOL. II. 

* Edward.-— AUeA'i Biog. Diet. 



SlO WONDBB-WOEKING PROVIDENCE 

thee, that here thoii shalt find the time wherij the manner 
hoWy the cause why^ and the great successe which it hath 
"^ pleased the Lord to give, to this handful! of his praysing 
Saints in N. Engl, and it will be clearely demonstrated, 
if thou compare them, with any other people, who have 
left their Countryes, as the Gothes, Vandals, &c, to pos- 
sesse a fatter, as Italy, or warmer, as Spainc, &c. But 
these forsooke a fruitful! Land, stately Buildings, goodly 
Gardens, Orchards, yea, deare Friends, and neere rela- 
tions, to goe to a desart Wildeniesse, thousands of leagues 
by Sea, both turbulent and dangerous ; also many have 
travelled to see famous Cities, strong Fortifications, &€• 
or in hope to enjoy a setled habitation, wliere riches are 
attained with case. But here die onely encouragements 
were the laborious breaking up of bushy ground, with 
the continued toy! of erecting houses, for themselves and 
cattell, in this howling desart ; all which they underwent 
with much cheerfulnesse, that they might enjoy Christ 
and his Ordinances in their primitive purity. 

And now, you, my honoured Countrey-men, who have 
with indefatigable paines, and expence of a great part of 
your Estates, furthered this blessed work : Behold how 
the Lord of Hosts hath carried it on in despight of all op- 
position from his and their enemies, in planting of his 
Churches in this New World, with the excellent frame 
of their Government, both civil and military, already es- 
tablished ; but why stop I you at the Threshhold : Go 
in, and seriously consider this Wonder-working Provi- 
dence of Sions Saviour. In the perusing of which, if 
thou receivest profit or delight, and God may have glory 
thereby, he hath attained the end tliat he aimed at, and 
full satisfaction for all his paynes, who heartily wishes 
thee all the good, both of this life, and a better life, in 
him who is a Christians all in all. 

T. n. 
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WONPER-WOBKING PROVIDENCE OF SIOKS SATlOUR. 

Bemg a Relation of the firste planting in New England, in the Yeere^ 

1628. 



CHAPTER i,-**The sad Condition of England, ^hen this People re- 
moved. 

When Jlngland began to decline in Religion, like 
lukc-warme Laodicca, and instead of purging out Pope- 
ry, a farther compliance was sought not onely in vaine 
Idolatrous Ceremonies, but also in prophaning the Sab- 
bath, atid by . Proclamation throughout their Parish 
churches, exasperating lewd and prophane persons to cele- 
brate a Sabbath like the Heathen to Venus, Bacchus and 
Ceres ; in so much that the multitude of irreligious, las- 
civious and popish affected persons spred the whole land 
like Grashoppers, in this very time Christ the glorious 
King of his Churches, raises an Army out of our English 
Nation, for freeing his people from their long servitude 
under usurping Prelacy ; and because every corner of 
£ngland was filled with the fiiry of malignant adversa- 
ries, Christ creates a New England to muster up the first 
of his Forces in ; Whose low condition, little number, 
and remotencsse of place made these adversaries triumph, 
despising this day of small thirfgs, but in this hight of 
their pride the Lord Christ brought sudden, and unex- 
pected destruction upon them. Thus have you a touch 
of the time when this worke began. 

Christ Jesus intending to manifest his Kingly Office 
toward his Churches more fully than ever yet the Sons of 
men saw, even to the uniting of Jew and Gentile Church; 
es in one Faith, begins with our English Nation (whose 
former Reformation being vere imperfect) doth now re- 
solve to cast down their false foundation of Prelacy, even 
in the hight of their domineering dignity. And there- 
fore in the yeere 1628, he stirres up his servants as the 
Heralds of a King to make this Proclamation for Volun- 
ticrs, as folioweth. 

Oh yes ! oh yes ! oh yes ! All you the people of Christ 
that are here Oppressed, Imprisoned and scurrilously de- 
rided, gather yourselves together, your Wives and little 
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ones, and answer to your severall Names as you shall Be 
shipped for His service in the Westeme World, and more 
especially for planting the united CoUonies of New Eng- 
land ; Where you are to attend the service of the King^ 
of Kings, upon the divulging of this Proclamation by his 
Herralds at Armes. Many (although otherwise willing 
for this service) began to object as folio weth : 

Can it possible be the mind of Christ, (who formerly 
inabled so many souldiers of his to keepa their station 
unto the death here) that now so many brave souldierS 
disciplined by Christ himselfe the Captaine of our salva- 
tion, should turne their backs to the disheartening of their 
Fellow Souldiers, and losse of further opportunity in 
gaining a greater number of Subjects to Christs king- 
dome ? 

Notwithstanding this Objection, It was further pro- 
claimed as foUoweth : Wliat Creature, wilt not know 
that Christ thy King crusheth with a rod of Iron, the 
Pompe and Pride of man, and must he like man cast and 
contrive to take his enemies at advantage ? No, of pur- 
pose hee causeth such instruments to retreat as hee hath 
made strong for himself : that so his adversaries glory- 
ing in the pride of their power, insulting over the little 
remnant remaining, Christ causeth them to be cast downe 
suddenly forever, and wee find in stories reported. Earths 
Princes have passed their Armies at need over Seas and 
deepe Torrents. Could Caesar so suddenly fetch over 
fresh forces from Europe to Asia, Pompy to foyle ? How 
much more shall Christ who createth all power, call over 
this 900 league Ocean at his pleasure, such instruments 
as he thii^ks meete to make use of in this place, from 
whence you are now to depart, but further that you may 
not delay the Voyage intended, for your full satisfaction, 
know this is the place where the Lord will create a new 
Heaven, and a new Earth in, new Churches, and a new 
Commonwealth together ; Wherefore, 

CHAP. II. — The Commission of the People of Christ shipped for Jfew 
England, and first of their gathering into Churches. 

Attend to your Commission all you that are or shall 
hereafter be shipped for this service, yee are with all pos- 
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sible speed to imbarque your selves, and as for all such 
WortWcs who are hunted after as David was by Saul and 
his Courtiers, you may change your habit and ship you 
with what secrecy you can, carrying all things most 
needful! for the voyage and service you are to be employ- 
ed in after your landing. But as soone as you shall be 
exposed to danger of tempestuous Seas, you shall forth- 
with shew whose servants you are by calling on the 
name of your God, sometimes by extraordinary seeking 
his pleasing face in times of deepe distresse, and pub- 
lishing your Masters will, and pleasure to all that Voyage 
with you, and that is his minde to have purity in Religion 
preferred above all dignity in the world ; your Christ 
hath commanded the Seas they shall not swallow you, 
nor Pyrates imprison your persons, or possess your goods. 
At your landing see you observe the Rule of his Word, 
for neither larger nor stricter commission can hee give by 
any, and therefore at first filling the Land whither you 
are sent, with diligence, search out the mind of God both 
in planting and continuing Church and civill Govern- 
ment, but be sure they be distinct, yet agreeing and 
helping the one to the other ; Let the matter and forme 
of your Churches be such as were in the Primitive Times 
(before Antichrists Kingdome prevailed) plainly poynted 
out by Christ and his Aposdes, in most of their Epistles 
to be neither Nationall nor Provinciall, but gathered to- 
gether in Covenant of such a number as might ordinarily 
meete together in one place, and built of such Uving 
stones as outwardly appeare Saints by calling. You are 
also to ordaine Elders in every Church, make you use of 
such as Christ hath indued with the best gifts for that 
end, their call to Office shall be mediate from you, but 
their authority and commission shall be immediate from 
Christ revealed in his word ; which, if you shall slight, 
despise or contemne, hee will soone frustrate your call by 
taking the most able among you to honour with an ever- 
lasting Crown ; whom you neglected to honour on Earth 
double as their due, or he will carry them remote fi*om 
you to more in&nt Churches. You are not to put them 
upon anxious Cares for their daily Bread, for assuredly 
(^though it may now seeme strange) you shall be fed in 
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this Wildernesse, whither you are to goe, with the flower 
of Wheate and Wine shall be plentifull among you (but 
be sure you abuse it not) these Doctrines delivered from 
the Word of God imbrace, and let not Satan delude you 
by perswading their learned skill is unnecessary, soone 
tlien will the Word of God be slighted as translat-ed by 
such, and you shall be left wildred with strange revela- 
tions of every phantastick brain ; which to prevent here 
are to be shipped among you many both Godly, Juditious 
and Learned, who 

CHAP. III. — Of the demeanor of their Church Officers. 

Being called to Ofiice are in all humility to feed the 
flock of Christ, and not for lucre to admit mostly of such 
shcepe, whose faire fleeces allure much : nor yet for fill- 
ing the flocks to crowd in infectious sheepe, or rather 
wolves in sheepes cloathing, assuredly it will prove bit- 
ternesse in the end : neither shall you for feare your al- 
lowance will fall short, hinder the increase of Churches, 
that so your fellow brethren indued with like gifts fall 
short of all ; But above all beware of any love self-con- 
ceited Opinion, stopping your ears from hearing the 
Counsell of an Orthodox Synod, but by daily communi- 
cation one with another impart Christs minde each to oth- . 
er, that you may all speake one and the same things ; 
heale not lightly the wounds that Wolves make, lest from 
their festering Teeth a Gangrin grow, and further for 
compleating the Churches of Christ as well in matters as 
in Doctrine, there are ancient experienced godly Chris- 
tians shipped among you (but be sure you make choice 
* of such, for feare they be despised) and let them not be 
led by favor or affection (as naturally men are) to Admin- 
ister in your Office partially, for unworthy the name of a 
Ruling Elder is hee, who loses his Lyon-like courage, 
when the sound and wholesome Doctrines delivered by 
Pastpr or Teacher are spoken against by any ; unseemely 
behaviour and sleepy heareing by private exhortation 
prevent, (if possible) lest publick example in open profes- 
sors stumble some and hinder the operation of his word, 
especially in the hearts of those who have bin long time 
led away with the inventibns of man in the worship of 
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God. Be sure you contradict not, but confirme with trie- 
nail love the Doctrines of Christ, delivered by your 
Teaching Elders, which will be a great means to make it 
prevaile, for a three-fold cord is not easily broken, trust 
not to your own gifts for preventing error, but use all 
helpes that Christ may bless his own meanes, cast not 
away as incorrigible such as at first receive not the word 
in all points, but wait with patience if at any time the 
Lord will be pleased to give them a heart to turn unto 
him. Beware of a proud censorious spirit, and should 
Christ be pleased to place in his building more poUished 
stones than thy selfe, make it matter of rejoycing and not 
of envy. And further, because the Preaching of the 
word is to be continued with all diligence, here are like- 
wise imbarked with you faithful servants of Christ to at- 
tend on the Tables of the Churches, plaine-dealing men, 
yea, indued with wisdome from above, by which they 
are inabled to manage and improve the Churches Treasii- 
ry, not greedily giyen to hoord up for themselves, but by 
their own example leading others to liberality, and hospi- 
tality, having the eardi in low esteeme, and Faith in exer- 
cise when Cattell and Corne fayle, not given to magnifie 
their own gifts, but boldly maintayning such sound truths 
as their Teaching Elders have cleared up from the word 
of God. And, 

» 

CHAP. IV. — ^How the People in Christs Churches are to behave them^ 

selves. ' 

Now you his People, who are pickt out by his, provide 
to passe this Westeme Ocean for this honourable service, 
beware you call not weake ones to Office in this honora- 
ble Army, nor Novices, lest they be lifted up with pride. 
You see how full you are furnished for the worke, give 
no eare to any Bra^adociaes, who to extoll themselves 
will weaken the hands of those whom Christ hath made 
strong for himselfe. Yea, such will be the •phantastical 
madnesse of some (if you take not heed) that silly women, 
laden with diverse lusts, will be had in higher esteeme 
with them, then those honoured of Christ, indued with 
power and authority from him to Preach ; Abuse not the 
free and full liberty Christ hath given you in making 
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choycc of your own Officers, and consent in admitting 
into his Churches, and casting out such Members as 
walke disorderly * you are to walke in all humility, lest 
in injoyment of such freedoms as you formerly have not 
exercised, you exceede the bounds of modesty, and in- 
stead of having your moderation knowne to all, your im.- 
becility, and selfe-exaltation bee discovered by many, in 
admission of others into Church society. Remember 
your selves were once Aliens from the Covenant of 
Grace, and in Excommunication, consider how your 
selves have been also tempted : in sincerity and single* 
nesse of heart, let your words be few, do nothing be had 
in high esteeme among men ; And think it no imputation 
of a weake discerning to be followers of those are set over 
you in the Lord as they follow Christ ; Let your profes- 
sion outstrip your confession, for seeing you are to be set 
as lights upon a Hill more obvious than the highest moun- 
taine in the World, keepc close to Christ that you may 
shine full of his glory, who imployes you, and grub not. 
continually in the Earth, like blind Moles, but by your 
amiable Conversation seeke the winning of many to your 
Masters service. Beware of a proud censorious spirit, 
make it no part of your Christian communication to be 
in continual Discourse of others faults ; Let all tilings be 
done in love, and looke not for more smoothnesse in 
stones as yet unplaced in Christs building then is in thy 
selfe, who hast been long layd therein : wait with patience 
and cast not oflF as Reprobates such as cannot presently 
joyne with you in every poynt of Discipline, and yet 
hold fast to sound and wholesome Doctrine, if you will 
be a people to his prayse, who hath called you, seeke the 
turning of many to Righteousnesse, purge out all the 
sowre Leven of uns6und Doctrine, for the minde of 
Christ is to build up his Churches, and breake them 
down no more ; And therefore be sure there be none to 
hurt or destroy in all his holy Mountaine, and as he hath 
pressed you for his service, that by passing through the 
Fiouds of Persecution you should be set at liberty, and 
have power put into your hands. Then let none wrest it 
from you under pretence of liberty of Conscience, men 
of perverse judgnients will draw Disciptes after them^ 
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but let your consciences be pure, and Christs Churches 
free from all Doctrines that deceive. And all you, who 
are or shall be shipped for this worke, thinke it not 
enough that you injoy the truth, but you must hate eve- 
ry false way and know you are called to be faithful Soul- 
diers of Christ, not onely to assist in building up his 
Churches, but also in pulling downc the Kingdome of 
Antichrist, then sure you are not set up for toUerating 
times, nor shall any of you be content with this that you 
are set at liberty, but take up your Armes, and march 
manfully on till all opposers of Christs Kingly power be 
abolished ; and as for you who are called to sound forth 
his silver Trumpets, blow lowd and shrill, to this chiefest 
treble tune : For the Armies of the great Jehovah arc at 
hand. See you not his Enemies stretched out on tij. toe, 
proudly daring on their thresholds, a certain signe of 
their sudden overthrow; be not danted at your small 
number, for every common Souldier in Christs Campe 
shall be as David, who slew the great Goliah, and his 
Davids shall be as the Angels of the Lord, who slew 
185000 in the Assyrian Army. 

Finally, all you who are now sent forth by Christ your 
Jehovah to enter upon a Blessed Reformation, if ever you 
will have the honours to be provokers of his ancient Peo- 
ple Israel (who arc again suddenly to be honoured by 
him in believing) kindle the fire of jealousy in their brests 
by your Holy, Heavenly and humble walking, have you 
not the most blessedest opportunity put into your hands 
that ever people had ? then 

CHAP. y. — What Civiil Government the People of Christ ought to set 

up, and submit unto in JS^ew England. 

Fayle not in prosecution of the Worke, for. your 
Lord Christ hath furnished you with able Pilots, to steere 
the Helme in a godly, peaceable, Civiil Government also, 
then see you make choice of such as are sound both in 
Profession and Confession, men iearing God and hating 
bribes ; whose Commission is not onely limitted with 
the commands of the second Table, but they are to looke 
to the Rul#s of the first alsO; and let them be sure to put 

S TOL. IT. 
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on Joshuas resolution^ and courage, never to make League 
with any of these seven Sectaries. 

First, the Gortonists, who deny the Humanity of 
Christ, and most biaphemously and proudly professe 
themselves to be personally Christ. 

Secondly, the Papist, who with (almost) equal blasphe- 
my and pride prefer their own Merits and Workcs of Su- 
pererogation as equal with Christs unvaluable Death, and 
Sufferings. 

Thirdly, the Familist, who depend upon rare Revela- 
tions, and forsake the sure revealed Word of Christ. 

Fourtfily, Seekers, who deny the Churches and Ordi- 
nances of Christ. 

Fifthly, Antinomians, who deny the Morrall Law to 
be the Rule of Christ. 

Sixthly, Anabaptists, who deny Civill Government to 
be proved of Christ. « 

Seventhly, The Prelacy, who will have their own In- 
junctions submitted unto in the Churches of Christ. 
These and the like your Civill Censors shall reach unto 
that the people of, and under your Government, may live 
a quiet and peaceable life in all godlinesse and honesQr, 
and to the end that you may- provoke Kings, Princes, and 
all that are in authority to cast downe their Crownes at 
the Feet of Christ, and take them up againe at his com- 
mand to serve under his Standard as nursing Fathers, and 
nursing Mothers to the Churches and people of Christ ; 
when your feete are once safely set on the sliores of 
America, you shall set up and establish civill Govern- 
ment, and pray for the prosperity thereof, as you love the 
peace of his Churches, who hath called you to this ser- 
vice, he hath for that end shipped among you, some 
learned in the Law of God, and practised in rules of good 
reason or common Lawe^ proper to our English nation* 
Be sure you make choyce of the right, that all people, 
Ncilions and Languages, who are soonly to submit to 
Christs kingdome, may be followers of you herein, as 
you follow the Rule of Christ ; your Magistrates ' shall 
not but open the Gates for all sorts. But know, they are 
Eyes of Restraint set up for Walles and Bulworks, to 
surround the Sion of God ; Oh for Jerusalem her peace. 
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see that you mind it altogether, you know right well that 
the churches of Christ have n^t, thrived under 
the tolerating Government of Holland, from JJ^ft^arpS! 
whence the Lord hath translated one Church moth was 
already to the place whither you are now to New°Engiand 
goe ; and further it is well known, loose liber- « Yearcs be- 
ty cannot indure to looke Majeslicall authority e?,? *"^ ° *" 
in the &ce« And also you shall finde erroni- 
ous persons will contend with authority for upholding 
truth irrationally, denying it any power to condemne de- 
cciyeable Doctrines, and that upon this very ground, be- 
cause Tyranny hath inforced error heretofore ; be not 
borne downe with a multitude, neither let any flatter for 
preferment, which to prevent, honour shall be very char- 
geable among you ; yet let not any deny to bearc the 
burden and cumber of governing this people of Christ ; 
for assuredly, although their recompence fall short from 
man, it shall not be forgotten with the Lord. Lastly, 

<;HAr. Ti. — ^How the People of Chrifit ought to behave themselves in 

War-like Discipline. 

You shall with all diligence provide against the Malig- 
nant'adversaries of the truth, for assure your selves the 
time is at hand wherein Antichrist will muster up all his 
Forces, and make war with the people of God ; but it 
shall be to his utter overthrow. See then you store your 
selves with all sorts of weapons for war, furbrish up your 
Swords, Rapiers, and all other piercing weapons. As 
for great Artillery, seeing present meanes falls short, 
waite on the Lord Christ, and hee will stir up friends to 
provide for you : and in the meane time spare 
not to lay out your coyne for Powder, Bui- ^^JeToooi. 
lets. Match, Armes of all sorts, and all kinde to-VewEng-* 
of Instruments for War : and although it may Jjjlfj; t^/J^ 
now seeme a thing incredible, you shall see in 8to»ed tiiem 
that Wildernesse, whither you are going, ^ cu^f"^' 
Troopes of stout horsemen marshalled, and 
Aerefore feyle not to ship lusty Mares along with you, 
and see that with all diligence you incourage every Soul- 
dier-like Spirit among you, for the Lord * Christ intends 
to atchieve greater matters by this little handfuU then tbc 
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World is aware of; wherefore you shall seeke and set up 
men of valour to lead a[||d direct every Sotildier among 
you, and with all diligence to instruct them from time to 
time. 

Feare not the misse of men to fill your Townes, and 
compleat your companies ; for although at first struglings 
for truths advance thei^e may but a small number appeare 
of sound judgement : yet shall you not prefer any to Of- 
fice, whose zeal is not strong for the truth, for now the 
minde of Christ is to put out the name of Ammaleck from 
under Heaven (I meane such as have persecuted the 
Churches and People of Christ in their low condition) 
and assuredly unsounde Saules.will spare such as should 
not be saved from destruction. Then be strong and of a 
good courage (all you that are to fight the Lords Battaile) 
that your Faith faile not at sight of the great Armies of 
Gog and Magog : and as for you, who shall be preferred 
to highest places in his New England Re^ments, cause 
your Captaine and other inferior Officers to be diligent in 
their severall places, that you may lende helpe to your 
Countreymen, that ere long be will see a necessity of 
contending for the truth, as well as your selves in choyce 
of Military Officers ; Let faithfulnesse to the cause in 
hand, courage, activity and skill have the prehemency 
of honours ; for although it may seem a meane thinge to 
be a New England Souldier, yet some of you shall have 
the battering and beating down, scaling, winning and 
wasting the over- topping Towers of the Hierarchy ; Lieu- 
tenants, Ensigne and Serjeants, exceed not your places, 
till Experience, Skill and true Valour promote you to 
higher honour, to which you shall be dally aspiring. 
As the worthy incouragement of a Souldiers labour, let 
Military discipline be had in high esteeme among you. 
Gentlemen, Corporalls and Fellow- Souldiers, keepe your 
weapons in a continuall readinesse, seeing you are called 
to fight the Battails of your Lord Christ; who must 
raigne till hee hath put all his enemies under his Feet, 
his glorious Victories over Antichrist are at hand, never 
yet did any Souldier rejoice in dividing the spoyle after 
Victory, as all the Souldiers of Christ shall, to see his 
judgement executed upon the great Whore, and withall 
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the Lambs bride prepared for him, who comes Skipping 
over &c trampling down the great Mountaines of the 
£arth, whose universall Government will then appcare 
glorious, when not onely the Assyrian, Babilonian, Per- 
sian, Grecian and Roman Monarchies shall subject them- 
selves unto him, but also all other new upstart King- 
domes, Dukedomes, or what else can be named, shall fall 
before him ; Not that he shall come personally to Reigne 
upon Earth (as some vainly imagine) but his poweifuU 
Presence and Glorious brightnesse of his Gospell both to 
Jew and Gentile, shall not onely spiritually cause the 
Churches of Christ to grow beyond number, but also the 
whole civil! Government of people upon Earth shall be- 
• come his, so that there shall not be any to move the hand, 
nor *dog his tongue against his chosen, And then shall the 
time be of breaking Speares into Mattocks, and Swords 
into Sithes ;^ and this to remaine to his last comming, 
which will be personally to overcome the last enemies of 
his Saints, even death, which hee will doe by the word of 
his Mouth, audibly spoken the World throughout. 

Then all you, who are now, or shall hereafter be ship- 
ped for this Voyage, minde the Worke of Christ, and not 
some following raigne, titles of honour, others eying the 
best Grass-platts and best Situation for Farmes and large 
Accommodations, crouding out Gods people from sitting 
down among you. Wherefore above alt beware of cov- 
etousnesse : all you that will be admitted into these select 
Bands of Christ Jesus, remember Achan, whereas Rams 
Homes could overthrow the high and strong walles of 
Jericho, before his theft committed, after it the little num- 
ber of the men of Ai could put die Host of the living 
God to flight, see then you stand upon your watch con- 
tinually in the strength of Christ, for assuredly instead of 
casting downe the enemies of Christ, this sin will cast 
down you utterly, disinable you for striking one stroke 
in the cause of Christ ; and whereas he hath purposely 
pickt out this people for a patterne of purity and sound- 
nesse of Doctrine, as well as discipline, that all such may 
finde a refuge among you, and let not any Merchants, In- 
keepers, Tavemers and men of Trade in hope of gaine, 

• wag ? 
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fiing open the g;ates so .wide, as that by letting in all sorts 
you mar the worke of Christ intended : neither shall such 
labourers as hee hath pickt out to be'pyoneers in thb 
Campe of his, drink up like Spunges such meanes as hee 
hath sent to maintaine both Officers, and private Souldiersv 
Lastly, let not such as fight, set foote on Land to compose 
Townes for Habitations, take up large accommodations 
for sale, to enrich themselves with others goods, who are 
to follow them, but freely as you have received, so give 
out to others : for so soone as you shall seeke to ing^rosse 
the Lords wast into your hands, he will ease you of your 
burden by making stay of any farther resort unto you^ 
and then be sure you shall have wast Land enough. 
. To this Commission was added a strong motive to this 
work as followeth : Namely, the great enmity betweene 
that one trudi as it is in Jesus, and all other unsound and 
undeceiveable Doctrines, together with the persons that 
bold them ; insomuch, that they cannot stand in one 
Common- wealth long together, as sixteene hundred yearcs 
experience will testifie, the which Moses layes down as 
one maine reason, why he might not admit of a tolera- 
tion to worship God in Egypt. And therefore all you 
that believe the Scriptures, which so plainly prophecy the 
destruction of Antichrist and all Antichristian Doctrines ; 
Pray, pray, pray, pray continually with that valiant wor- 
thy Joshua that the Sun may stand still in Cfibeon, and the 
Moone in the vally of Aijalon, for assuredly although 
some small battailes may be fought against the enemies 
of Christ, yet the great day of their finall overthrow shall 
not come till the bright Sontie of that one cleare truth of 
Christ, stand still in the Gentile Churches, that those who 
fight the Lords fiattells may plainly disceme his enemies 
in all places, where they finde them, as also such as will 
continue fighting must have the VVorld kept low in their 
eyes, as the Moon in the valley of Aijalon. 

CHAP. Yii.— Of the ^oodnesse of God in helping his Feople-to a large 
liberty in Spirituall things, under the hopes of gaine in Earthi^ 

things. 

This Proclamation being audibly published through 
the He of Great Brittaine by sundry Herraulds, which 
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Christ had prqwred for that end : the rumour ran through 
Cities, Townes and Villages ; when those that were op- 
posites heard it, some cried one thing, and some another, 
much like the tumult in the Town-hall at Ephesus, some 
said let them goe, others cr)'ed, sweare them first, others 
said let no Subsidy men passe, others would have strict 
search made for non-conformants, and that none of the 
late silenced Ministers might passe into the Ships; 
Amidst this great hurry the sincere servants of Christ 
humbly seeke the Lords assistance in days of Humilia- 
tion, taking up some serious cogitations, how to begin 
this worthy worke, upon which it was thought nieete a 
patteme should be procured, comprised after the manner 
of a Corporation-company or Brotherhood, with as large 
liberty for government of this Association, as could be 
got under Ae Broad Scale of England, which according- 
ly was done by advise of one Mr. White an honest Coun- 
sellor at Law, as also furthered by the honoured Mr. 
Richard Belinham,* and under the name of many worthy 
personages, as Govemour, Dep. Gov. Assistant and 
Freemen, &c. Granted, Ingrossed and Sealed as hold- 
ing of the manner of East Gretnwitch, yeelding by way 
of homage the sixth part of all such Ore of Gold or Sil- 
ver, as might for after time be found within the Limits of 
the said Grant bounded on the North, with the most 
Northerly part of the pleasant River of Merimech, one 
mile beyond, and on the South with the most Southern 
part of that oft fi-equented River commonly called Charles, 
one mile beyond, with power to rule and govern in all 
those parts both by Sea and Land ; To elect and set up 
all sorts of Officers, as well Superior as Inferior ; to point 
out their power and places, to defend and maintaine the 
said Land, and Inhabitants thereof with all their lawful! 
liberties (against all such as at any time should Invade, 
Molest or Disturbe the same) as well by offensive as de- 
fensive War, as also to constitute and ordaine Lawes, See- 
Thus these Souldiers of Jesus Christ prepared to advance 
his Kingly Government, much like Samuel, when he went 
to annoynt David, took up another errant, withall that the 
Malignant spirit of 3^1 might not hinder the worke, so 

* BelHngbam. * 
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those Worthies of Christ joyning themselves with Mer- 
chants and others, who had an eye at a profitable Planta- 
tion, who had not herein been deceived would they have 
stayed their time, but surely such mist not their marke, 
whose ayme was at the durable interest unlesse the fault 
were their owne, neither let any man thinke Christ will 
not recompence those one way or other, who have been 
any way helpfull to his people in this his work ; amongst 
whom the Author will not misse that good Gentleman, 
Matthew Craddock.by the way of thankfullnesse to him, 
Mr. Goff and others this Verse is tendred : 

For richest Jems and gaiiifull thin*^ most Merchants wisely venter : 
Deride not then New England men, tliis Corporation enter ; 

Christ calls for Tragic shall never fade, come Craddock factors send": 
Let Mayhew go and other more, spare not thy coyne to spend ; 

Such Trades advance did never chance, in all thy Trading yet : 
Though some deride thy losse, abide, her's* gaine beyond mans wit. 

CHAP. viii. — Of the wonderful! Preparation the Lord Christ by his 
Providence, wrought for his peoples abode in this Western world. 

Now let all men know the admirable Acts of Christ 
for his Churches, and ehosen, arc universally over the 
whole Earth at one and the same time, but sorry man 
cannot so discourse of them ; And therefore let us leave 
our English Nation in way of preparation for this Voyage 
intended, and tell of the marvelous doing of Christ pre- 
paring for his peoples arrivall in the Western World, 
whereas the Indians report they beheld* to their great 
wonderment that perspicuous bright blazing Comet 
(which was so famously noted in Europe) anon after Sun 
set it appeared as they say in tlie South west, about three 
houres continuing in their Horizon, for the space of 
thirty sleepes (for so they reckon their dayes) after which 
uncouth sight they expected some strange things to fol- 
low, and the rather, because not long before the whole 
Nation of the Matuichusets were so affrighted with a Ship 
that arrived in their Bay, having never seen any before, 
thus they report some persons among them discerning a 
great thing to move toward them upon the Waters, won- 
dering what Creature it should be, they run with their 

• here's ? 
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Ught cannowes, (which are a kinde of Boatcs made of 
Birch Rindes, and sowed together with the rootes of 
white Cedar- Trees) from place to place, stiring up all 
their Countreymen to come forth, and behold this mon- 
strous thing ; at this sudden news the shores for many 
miks were filled with this naked Nation, gazing at this 
wonder, till some of the stoutest among them manned 
out these Cannowes, being armed with Bow and Ar- 
rowes, they approached within shot of the Ship, being 
becalmed diey let fly their long shafts at her, which be- 
ing headed with bone some stuck fast, and others drop- 
ped into the water, they wondering it did not cry, but 
Kept quietly on toward them, till all of a sudden the 
•Master caused a piece of Ordnance to be fired, which 
stroke such feare into the poore Indians, that they hasted 
to shore, having their wonders exceedingly increased; 
but being gotten among their great multitude, they wait- 
ed to see the sequell with much amazement, till the 
Seamen firling up their sailes came to an Anchor, man- 
ned out their long bote, and went on shore, at whose ap- 
proach, tl« Indians fled, although now they saw they 
were men, who made signes to stay their ffight, that they 
may have Trade with them, and to that end they brought 
certaine Copper-Kettles ; the Indians by degrees made 
their approach nearer and nearer till they came to them, 
when beholding their Vessells, which they had set forth be- 
fore them, the Indians knocking them were much delight- 
ed with the sound, and much more astonished to see they 
would not breake, being so thin, for attaining those Ves- 
selb they brought them much Bever, fraughting them 

Irichty away according to their desires, this was &e first 
working providence of Christ to stir up our English Na- 
tion, to plant these parts in hope of a rich Trade for Be- 
vep-skins, and this made some of our Countreymen make 
their abode in these parts, whom this Army of Christ at 
their comming over found as fit helps to further their 'de- 
i%ne in planting the Churches of Christ ; Who by a 
more admirable act of his Providence not long after pre- 
pved for his peoples arrivall as foUoweth. 

The Summer after the blazing Starre (whose motion 
in At Heavens wa» from East to West^ poynting out to 

9 TOL. II. 
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the sons of men the. progresse of the glorious Gospell of 
Christ, the glorious King of his Churches) even about 
the yeare 1618, a little before the removeall of that Church 
of Christ from Holland to Plimoth in New England, as 
the ancient Indians report, there befell a great mortality 
among them, the greatest that ever the memory of Father 
to Soime tooke notice of, chiefly desolating those places, 
where the English afterward planted the Countrey of 
Pockanoky, Agissawamg, it was almost wholly deserted, 
insomuch that the Neighbour Indians did abandon those 
places for feare of death, fleeing more West & by 
South, observing the East and by Northern parts were 
most smitten with this contagion, the Abarginny men 
consisting of Mattachusets, Wippanaps and Tarratin^ 
were greatly weakned, and more especially the thrcie 
Kingdomes, or Saggamore-ships of the Mattachusets, 
who were before this mortality most populous, having un« 
der them seven Dukedomes or petty Saggamores, and the 
Nianticks and Narrowganssits, who before this came 
were but of little note, yet were they now not much in- 
creased by such as fled thither for feare of ^^ath, the 
Pecods (who retained the Name of a war-like people, till 
afterwards conquered by the English) were also smitten 
at this time. Their Disease being a sore Consumption, 
sweeping away whole Families, but chiefly yong Men 
and Children, the very seeds of increase, their Powwowes, 
wliich are their Doctors, working partly by Charmes, and 
partly by Medicine, were much amazed to see their 
Wigwams lie full of dead Corpes, and that now neither 
Squantam nor Abbamocho could helpe, which are their 
good and bad God, and also their Powwows themselves 
were oft smitten with deaths stroke, howling and much 
lamentation was heard among the living, who being 
possest with great feare, oftimes left their dead un- 
buried, their manner being such, that they remove their 
habitations at death of any, this great mortality being an 
unwonted thing, feare them the more, because naturally 
the Country is very healthy. But by this rtieanes Christ 
(whose great and glorious workes the Earth throughout 
are altogether for the benefit of his Churches and chosen) 
not onely made roome for his people to plant ; but also 
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tamed the hard and cruell hearts of these barbarous 
Indians, insomuch that halfe a handful! of his people land- 
ing not long after in Plimoth-Plantation, found little re-, 
aistance, of whom the Author purposes not to speake 
particularly, being prevented by the honoured Mr. Wins- 
low, who was an eye-witnesse of the worke : onely thus 
much by the way, they were sent to keepe possession for. 
their Brethren and fellow Souldiers, who arrived eight 
yeares after them, as in processe of this story will God- 
willing appeare : and verily herein they quit themsielves 
like men, or rather Christ for and by them, maintaining 
the place notwithstanding the multitude of difficulties 
they met withall at their first landing, being in doubtfuU 
suspense what intertainment these Barbarians would give 
them, having with prayer supplicated the Lord in the 
Name of Christ their King and guide in this their under- 
taking, (hey manned out a Boate to discover what store 
of the inhabitants were there. Now these men, whose 
courage exceeded the number, being guided by the 
provident hand of the most high, landed income severall 
places ; and by making fires gave signes of their ap- 
proach, now the Indians, whose dwellings are most neer 
the water-side, appeared with their Bowes bent and Ar- 
rowes one th« string, let fly their long shafts among this 
little company, whom they might soon have inclosed, but 
the Lord otherwise disposed of it, for one Captaine Miles 
Stan^sh having his fowling-peece in a reddinesse, pre- 
sented full at Ihem, his shot being directed by the provi- 
dent Hand of the most high God, strook the stoutest 
Sachem among them one the right arnie, it. being bent 
over his shoulder to reach an Arrow forth his Quiver, as 
their manner is to draw them forth in fight, at this stroke 
ihejrall fled with great swiftnesse through the Woods and 
Thickets, then the English, who more thirsted after their 
conversion than destruction, returned to their Bote with- 
out receiving any damage, and soon after arrived where 
fliey left their Brethren, to whom they declared the good 
hand of God toward them, with thankfuU acknowledge. 
mcnt of this great worke of his in preserving them ; Yet 
did Aey all remaine full of incumbred thoughts, the 
Indians, of whose multitudes they had now some intelU- 
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gence, together with experience of ^>irits, and also knew 
well without commerce with them they were not like loi^ 
to subsist. 

But hee, whose worke thev went about, wrought so 
rare a Providence for diem, which cannot but be admired 
of all that heare it. Thus it befell as they were discourse 
ing in the Bote they had built fc»* shelter, all of a sudden, 
an Indian came in among them, at whose speech thtf 
were all agast, he speakmg in the English Language, 
Much welcome EngRshmenj their wonder was the great- 
er, because upon those Costes they supposed no English 
had so much as set foote, and verily Christ had prepared 
him on purpose to give his people intertainment, the 
Ibdian having lived in England two year or thereabout, 
after which ne returned home, and at this time had 
wandred into those parts in company of other Indians, all 
this, and the condition of the neere adjoyning Indians, hee 
soon discovered unto them, at which they were timis* 
ported beyond themselves very much, what with joy and 
the mixture of their former fcare and affection intervening 
with the other, surprised all their senses of a sudden, that 
long it was ere each party could take its proper place, yea, 
and beyond all this Christ Jesus, by the power of his 
blessed. Spirit, did now work upon all their Acuities both 
of Soule and Body, the great impression of his present 
Providence might not soon be washed off with the fol« 
lowing incumbred cares of a Desart Wildernesse ; but to 
contract, they made use of the present opportunity, and 
b)' the instrumentail meanes of this Indian, became ac« 

Xuainted and reconciled with most of the Neighbpuring 
ndians. And afterward planted a Church of Christ 
there, and set up civill Government, calling the Name of 
the place Piimoth : under this jurisdiction there are ten 
Churches at this verj' day, this being the first place any 
English resorted unto for the advancement of the Kingly 
Government of Christ in thb Westeme World. 

CHAP* IX. — Of the first preparatipe of the Marcbant AdvcsUiren, in 

the Mattachuisets. 

Now it will be time to returne againe to En^nd, to 
^peake further of the people that wee left in way ef pre* 



i^- 



1JMS.J Of SI0V8 SATIOITB^ OT VVW BVGLAlRb. 60 

paoration ; who in thr yeare 1628, sent forth some store of 
senrants to provide against the wants of a Desart Wilder- 
nesses amongst whom came over a mixt multitude, inso- 
nauch that very Uttle appeared of the following worke, 
ondy the much honoured Mr. John Indicat,^ came over 
with tfaem to goveme, a fit instrument to begin this 
IK^^emesse-worke, of courage bold undanted, yet soci- 
d>Ie, and of a cheerfull spirit, loving and austere, applying 
himselfe to either as occasion served. And now let no 
nan be offended at die Authors rude Verse, penned of 
porpofle to keepe in memory the Names of such worthies 
as (^hiist made strong for himselfe, in this unwonted 
woii^e of his. 

Mm BiuScat* twice Govemaur of the EngUsh^ inhabiting the Motto- 

ckusets Bay in N* England. 

Strong rsdiant John wilt thou march on, and take up station first, 

Cbnst caTd hath thee, his Souldier be, and faile not of thj trust; 
WlUemeaB waats Christs grace supplants, then plant his Churches pure^ 

With Teogues gifted, and graces led, help thou to his procure ; 
Undaated tlMU urDt not allow. Malignant men to wast : (tast. 

Christs Yineyard heere, whose graee should cheer, his weD-beloved'd 
Then bonoored be, thy Christ hath thee theur General! promoted : 

To shew then* love, in place above, his people have thee voted. 
Tat imifit thou faJH, to grave with all the Nobles of the £artli, 

TlioH roCtii^ worme, to dust must turn, and worse but for new birth. 

The place picked out by this People to settle them- 
aeli^es in, was in the bosome of the out-stretched arme 
of Cape Anne, now called Gloster, but at the place of 
their abode they began to build a Town, which is called 
Salem, after some Utde space of time having made tryall 
of the Sordid spirits of the Neighbouring Indians, the 
most bold among them began to gather to divers places, 
irtuch they began to take up for their owne, those that 
were sent over servants, having itching desires after 
novelties, found a reddier way to make an end of their 
Masters provision^ then they could find meanes to get 
more ; They that came over their own men had but litde 
feft to feed on, and most began to repent when their 
strong Reere and full cups ran as small as water in a large 
laaaAf but little Corne, and the poore Indians so far fi-om 
•sdievin^ them, that diey were forced to lengthen oi^t 
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their owne food with Acorns^ and that which added to 
tlieir present distracted thoughts, the Ditch betweenc 
England and their now place of abode was so wide, that 
they could not leap over with a lope-staife, yet some de- 
lighting their Eye with the rarity of things present, and 
feeding their fancies with new discoveries at the Springs 
approach, they made shift to rub out the Winters cold 
by the Fire-side, having fuell enough growing at their 
very doores, turning down many a drop of the Bottell, 
and burning Tobacco with all the ease they could, dis- 
coursing betweene one while and another, of the great 
progressc they would make after the Summers-Sun had 
changed the Earths white furr'd Gowne into agreene 
MantelK Now the vemall of thirty* nine being ecfltie^ 
they addrest themselves to coste it as far as they durst ' 
for feare of loosing themselves, or falling into the hands . 
of unknown Indians, being kept in awe by a report of a 
cruell people, not far of called the Tarratines. All this 
while little like-lihood there was building the Temple for 
Gods worship, there being only two that began to hew 
stones in die Mountaines, the one named Mr. Bright,, 
and the other Mr. Blaxton,t and one of them began to 
build, but when they saw all sorts of stones would not fit 
in the building, as they supposed, the one betooke him 
to the Seas againe, and the other to till (he Land, retain- 
ing no simbole of his former profession, but a Canonicall 
Coate. 

CHAP. X. — Of the first Church of Christ, gathered at Salem in the 

Mattachusets Government. 

This yeare 1629, came over three godly Ministers of 
• Christ Jesus, intending to shew his power in his peoples 
lowest condition as his manner is, thereby to strengthen 
their Faith in following difficulties, and now although the 
number of the faithful! people of Cfhrist were but few, yet 
their longing desires to gatlier into a Church wiis very- 
great ; And therefore addressed themselves to finde out the 
blessed Rules of Christ for preserving herein, who 
through the assistance of his Blessed Spirit, found that 
the Word of God, penned by the Apostles in many- 
Epistles, written to particular Churches, consisting of 

* twenty ? t Blackstone. 
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such as are beloved Sain^by calling. appearing so in the 
judgement of Charity, being Iryed • by the rule of the 
wordy not scandalous in their Lives, for the society of 
such they sought, and in these beginnings found very 
few, seven being the lest number a Church can be gath- 
ered, or conceived by just consequence from the Word 
of God. Having fasted and prayed with humble ac- 
knowledgement of their own unworthinesse to be called 
of Christ to so worthy a worke, they joyned together in a 
holy Covenant with the Lord, and one with another pro- 
mising by die Lords assistance to walke together in Ex- 
horting, Admonishing, and Rebuking one another, and 
to cleave to the Lord with a full purpose of heart, accord- 
ing to the blessed Rules of his Word made known unto 
them, and further they seeing by light of Scripture the 
Lord Christ ascended up on high to give gifts unto men, 
not onely extraordinary as Apostles, &c. before the Canon 
of the Scripture was perfected, but also ordinary as Pastors 
and Teachers, and that such are to be fitted with gifts 
according, for so mighty a worke, as is the Feeding and 
Ruling the Flock of Christ. Wherefore they Elected 
and C^tlained one Mr. Higgingson^ to be Teacher of this 
first Church of Christ, set up in those parts, a man in- 
dued with grace apt to teach, and mighty in the Scrip- 
tures, Learned in the Tongues, able to convince gain* 
sayers, aptly applying the word to his hearers, who de- 
parted this life not long after, of whom it may be said. 

The RtHTmdMr. Higgingson* first Pastor of the Church ofChriat at 

ScUem in New England. 

What Golden gaiae made Higgiuson remove, 

From fertill Soyle to Wildemease of Rocks; 
'Twas Christs riche Pearle stirM up thee toile to love, 

For him to feed in Wildernesse his flocks. 
First Teacher, he here Sheepe and Lambs together, 

First crownd shall be, hee in the Heavens of all, 
Cbrists Pastors here, but yet Christ folke had rather, 

Him here retaine, blest he whom Christ hath call'd. 

They also called to the Office of an Exhorting Elder 
Mr. Scelton,t a man of a gratious Speech, full of Faith 
and furnished by the Lord with gifts from above, to be- 

* Hisginwa. f Skeltoa, 
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gin this great worke of his, that makes the ^ole Earth 
to ring againe at this present day. 

The Reverend J^.Scelim* fir H Pasttn' qf the Chm'ehrfei^^ 

m jNem Engkmd, 1630. 

Scelton'^ for Christ did leave his Natire unk^ 

Chrifll Grace firrt wrought for him^ or he had sever 
A Pastor been Id Wilderoeflse to toifei 

Where Christ his Flock doth into Churches gather ; 
For five years space to end thj war-fidre tbou^ 

Muste meete with vaotes, what wants can be to him t 
Whose Shepheard's Christ, Earths Adoesse hath for jon ; 

And Heavens rich Crowne finr thee, witb's conquest win* 

This Church of Christ, being thus begun, the Lord 
with the Water-s^uts of his tender Mercy caused tm 
increase* and fructify. And now let every Eaie listen, 
and every heart admire, andinku^ it sel& to the aslooish* 
ment of the whole man at this.^onderoKni worke of the 
great Jehovah ; That in thrice seven yeares (after the be« 
ginning of this Worke) wrought such fcarfuU Desohi., 
tions, and wonderfull Alterations among our English 
Nationi and also in this dismaU Desart, wa^ng the 
natural! Inhabitant with deaths stroke, and that as is former 
touched, the Mattachusets, who were a populous Nation^ 
consisting of SOOQO able men, now brought to lesse ttm 
300, and in their roome and place of abode this poore 
Church of Christ consisting at their beginning, but of 
seven persons, increased to forty three Churches in joyjsA 
Communion one with the otner, professing One God, 
One Christ, and one Gospell, and in those Churches 
about 7750 Soules in one profession of the Rules of 
Christ, and that which makes the worke more admirable 
in the Eyes of all beholders, mens habitations are cut out 
of the Woods and Bushes, neither can this place be en- 
tered by our English Nation, but by passing through a 
dreadfull and terrible Ocean of nine hundiied Leagues in 
length* 

CHAP. XI.— -Of the Glorious be^omngs of a thorough Reformation in 

the Chnrche»ra Christ. 

Further know these are but tfte beginnin|;$ of Christs 
g^lorious Reformation, and Restauration of his Churches 

• * SktltOB. 
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to a more glorious splendor than ever. Hee hath there- 
fore caused their dazeling brightnesse of his presence to 
be contracted in the burning Glasse of these his peoples 
zeale, from whence it begins to be left* upon many parts 
of the World with such hot reflection of that burning 
light, which hath fired many places already, the which 
shall never be quenched till it hath burnt up Babilon 
Root and Branch, and now let the Reader looke one the 
102 Psalme, the Prophet Isaia 66 Chapter, take this 
sharpe Sword of Christs Word, and all other Scriptures 
of like nature, and follow on yee valiant of the Lord ; 
And behold the worthies of Christ, as they are boldly 
leading forth his Troops into these Westerne Fields, 
marke them well Man by Man as they march, terrible as 
an Army with Banners, croud in all yee that long to see 
this glorious sight, see ther's their glorious King Christ 
one that white Horse, whose hoofes like flint cast not 
only sparkes, but flames of fire in his pathes. Behold his 
Crown beset with Carbunkles, wherein the names of his 
whole Army are written. Can there be ever night in his 
Presence, whose eyes are ten thousand times higherf than 
the Sun ? Behold his swiftness all you that have said, where 
is the promise of his comming ? Listen a while, hear 
what hisTierauld proclaimes, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, 
both her Doctrine and Lordly rabble of Popes, Cardinals, 
Lordly- Bishops, Friers, Monks, Nuns, Seminary-Priests, 
Jesuits, Ermites, Pilgrims, Deans, Prebends, Arch- 
Deacons, Commissaries, Officialls, Proctors, Somners, 
Singing-men, Choristers, Organist, Bellows-blowers, 
Vergers, Porters, Sextons, Beads-men, and Bel-ringers 
and all others who never had name in the Word of God ; 
together with all her false Doctrines, although they may 
seeme otherwise never so contradictory as Arians, who 
deny the God-head of Christ, and Gortenists, who deny 
the Humanity of Christ: Papists, who thinke to merit 
Heaven by the Workes of the Law, Antinomians, who 
deny the Law of God altogether as a rule to walke by in 
the obedience of Faith, and deny good works to be the 
Fruit of Faith, Arminians, who attribute Gods Election, 
or Reprobation to the will of Man, and Familists, who 
forsake the revealed Will of God, and make men de- 



" felt I t bi-ightcr ? 

10 VOL. II. 



) 



7*1 WONDER-WORKING PROVIDENCE [CHAP. IJS. 

pend upon strong Revelations, for the knowledge of Gods 
Electing Love towards them, Conformitants or Formal- 
ists, who bring in a forme of worship of their owne, and 
joyne it with the worship God hath appointed in his 
Word, Seekers, that deny all manner of worship or Ordi- 
nances of Christ Jesus, affirming them to be quite lost, 
and not to be attained till new Apostles come. 

CHAP. XII. — Of the voluntary banishment, chosen by this People of 
Christ, and their last farewell taken of their Country and Friends. 

And now behold the severall Regiments of these 
Souldiers of Christ, as they are shipped for his service in 
the Western World, part thereof being come to the 
Towne and Port of Southampton in England, where they 
were to be shipped, that they might prosecute this de- 
signe to the full, one Ship called 3ie Eagle, they wholy 
purchase, and many more they hire, filling them with the 
seede of man and beast to sow this yet untilled Wilder- 
nesse withall, making sale of such Land as they possesse, 
to the great admiration of their Friends and Acquaintance, 
who thus expostulate with them. What, will not the large 
income of your yearly revenue content you, which in all 
reason cannot chuse but be more advantagious both to 
you and ydurs, then all that Rocky Wildemcsse, 
whither you are going, to run the hazard of your life ? 
Have you not here your Tables filled with great variety 
of Foode, your Coffers filled with Coyne, your Houses 
beautifully built and filled with all rich Furniture ? (or 
otherwise) have you not such a gainfuU Trade as none 
the like in the Towne where you live ? Are you not in- 
riched daily ? Are not your Children very well provided 
for as they come to years? (nay) may you not here as 
pithily practise the two chiefe Duties of a Christian (if 
Christ give strength) namely Mortification and Sanctifi- 
cation as in any place of the World ? What helps can 
you have there that you must not carry from hence ? 
With bold resolvednesse these stout Souldiers of Christ 
reply ; as Death, the King of terror with all his dreadful! 
attendance inhumane and barbarous, tortures doubled 
and trebled by all the infemall furies have appeared but 
light, and momentary to the Souldiers of Christ Jesus, so 



1030.3 OF SIONS SAVIOUR^ IN NEW ENGLAND. 75 

also the Pleasure, Profits and Honours of this World set 
forth in their most glorious splendor, and magnitude by 
the alluring Lady of Delight, proffering pleasant em- 
braces, cannot intice with her Syren Songs, such Souldiers 
of Christ, whose aymes are elevated by him, many Mil- 
lions above that brave Warner Ulysses. 

Now seeing all can be said will but barely set forth 
the immoveable Resolutions that Christ continued in 
these men ; Passe on and attend with teares, if thou hast 
any, the following discourse, while these Men, Women 
and Children are taking their last farwell of their Native 
Country, Kindred, Friends and Acquaintance, while the 
Ships attend them ; Many make choise of some solitary 
place to eccho out their bowell-breaking affections in bid- 
ding their Friends farwell, deare friends (sayes one) as 
neare as my owne soule doth thy love lodge in my brest, 
with thought of die heart-burning Ravishments, that thy 
Heavenly speeches have wrought : my melting soule is 
poured out at present with these words, both of them had 
their farther speach strangled from the depth of their in* 
ward dolor, with breast-breaking sobs, till leaning their 
heads each on others shoulders, they let fall the salt-drop- 
ping dews of vehement affection, striving to exceede one 
another, much like the departure of David and Jonathan : 
having a litde eased their hearts with the still streames of 
Teares, they recovered speech againe. Ah ! my much 
honoured friend, hath Christ given thee so great a charge 
as to be Leader of his People into that far remote, and 
vast Wildemesse, I, oh, and alas thou must die there and 
never shall I see thy Face in the flesh againe, wert thou 
called to so great a taske as to passe tlie pretious Ocean, 
and hazard thy person in Battell against thousands of Ma- 
li^^iant Enemies there ? there were hopes of thy return 
With triumph, but now after two, three, or foure moneths 
spent with daily expectation of swallowing Waves, and 
craell Pirates, you are to be Landed among barbarous 
Indians, &mous for nothing but cruelty, where you are 
like to spend your days in a famishing condition for a 
long space ; Scarce had he uttered this, but presendy 
hee lockes his friend &st in his armes, holding each other 
thus for some 3pace of time, they weepe againe. But as 
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Paul to his beloved flock : the other replies what doe you 
weeping and breaking my heart ? I am now prest for the 
service of our Lord Christ, t© re-build the most glorious 
Edifice of Mount Sion in a Wildemesse, and as John 
Baptist, I must cry prepare yee the way of the Lord, 
make his paths strait, for behold hee is comming againe, 
hee is comming to destroy Antichrist, and give the whore 
double to drinke the very dregs of his wrath. 

Then my deare friend unfold thy hands, for thou and I 
have much worke to doe, I and all Christian Souldiers 
the World throughout, then hand in hand they ieade 
each other to the Sandy-banks of the brinish Ocean, 
when clenching their hands fast, they unloose not til in- 
forced to wipe their watery-eyes, whose constant streames 
forced a watery-path upon their Cheeks, which to hide 
from the eyes of others they shun society for a time, but 
being called by occasion, whose bauld back-part none 
can lay hold one ; They thrust in among the throng now 
ready to take Ship, where they beheld the like affectiong 
with their own among divers Relations, Husbands and 
Wives with mutuall consent are how purposed to part 
for a time 900 Leagues asunder, since some providence 
at present will not suffer them to goe together, they re- 
solve their tender affections shall not hinder this worke 
of Christ, the new Married and betrothed man, exempt 
bv the Law of God from war, now will not claime their 
priviledge, but being constrained by the Love of Christ, 
lock up their naturall affections for a time, till the Lord 
shall be pleased to give them a meeting in this Westeme 
World, sweetly mixing it with spirituall love, in the 
nieane time many Fathers now take their yong Sam- 
uells, and give them to this service of Christ all their 
Lives. Brethren, Sisters, Unkles, Nephewes, Neeces, to- 
gether with all Kindred of bloud that binds the bowells 
of affection in a true Lovers knot, can now take their last 
farewell, each of other, although naturall affection will still 
claime her right, and manifest her selfe to bee in the body 
by looking out at the Windowes in a mournefull manner 
among this company, thus disposed doth many Reverend 
and godly Pastors of Christ present themselves, some ia 
a Seamans Habit, and their scattered sheepe comming as 
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a poore Convoy loftily take their leave of them as foUow- 
cth, what doleful! dayes are these, when the best choisc 
our Orthodox Ministers can makie is to take up a perpetuall 
banishment from their native soile, together with their 
Wives and Children, wee their poore sheepe they may 
not feede, but by stoledred should they abide here. Lord 
Christ, here they are at thy command, they go, this is 
the doore thou hast opened upon our earnest request, 
and we hope it shall never be shut : For Englands sake* 
they are going from England to pray without ceasing for 
England, O England ! thou shalt finde New England 
prayers prevailing with their God for thee, but now woe 
alas, what great hardship must these our indeared Pastors 
indure for a long season, with these words they lift up 
their voyces and wept, adding many drops of salt liquor 
to the ebbing Ocean ; Then sliaking hands they bid 
adue with much cordiall aifection to all their Brethren, 
and Sisters in Christ, yet now the Scome and Derision 
of those times, and for this their great enterprise counted 
as so many crackt-braines, but Christ will make all the 
Earth know the wisdome he hath indued them with, shall 
over- top all the humane policy in the World, as the se- 
quel] wee hope will shew ; Thus much shall suffice in 
generall to speak of their peoples farewell they tooke from 
time to time of their Country and Friends, 

CH^P. XIII. — Of the charges expended by this poore People, to injoy 

Christ in his purity of his Ordinances. 

And now they enter the Ships, should they have cast 
up what it would have cost to people New England be- 
fore hand, the most strongest of jFaith among them would 
certainly have staggered much, and very hardly have set 
saile. But behold and wonder at the admirable Acts of 
Christ, here it is cast up to thy hand, the passage of the 
persons that peopled New England cost jiinety five thou- 
sand pounds, the Swine, Goates, Sheepe, Neate and 
Horse, cost to transport twelve thousand pound, besides 
the price they cost, getting food for all persons for the 
time tUl they could bring the Woods to tillage amounted 
unto forty five thousand pounds; Nayles, Glasse and 
other Iron-worke for their meeting-houses, and other 
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dwelling houses before they could raise any meanes in the 
Country to purchase them, Eighteene thousand pounds, 
Armcs, Powder, Bullet and Match, together with theiir 
great Artillery, twenty two thousand pounds : the whole 
sum amounts unto one hundred ninety two thousand 
pound, beside that which the Adventurers laid out in 
England, which was a small pittance compared with this, 
and indeed most of those that cast into this Banke were 
the chiefe Adventurers. Neither let any man thinke 
the sum above expressed did defray the whole charge of 
this Army, which amounts to above as much more, 
onely this sum lies still in banke, and the other they have 
had the income againe ; This therefore b chiefly pre- 
sented to satisfie such as thinke New England men have 
beene bad husbands in managing their Estates, assuredly 
here it lies in banke, put out to the greatest advantage 
that ever any hath beene for many hundred of yeares be- 
fore, and verily although in casting it up some hundreds 
may be miscounted (for the Author would not willingly 
cxceede in any respect) but to be sure Christ stands by 
and beholds eve^ mite that (in the obedience of Faith) 
is cast into this Treasury : but what doe wee answering 
men ? the money is all Christs, and certainly hee will 
take it well that (his,) have so disposed of it to his ad- 
vantage ; by this meanes hee hath had a great income in 
England of late. Prayers, Teares and Praise, and some 
Reformation ; Scotland and Ireland have met with much 
of the profit of this Banke, Virginia, Bermodas and Bar- 
bados have had a taste, and France may suddenly meete 
with the like. Therefore repent you not, you that have 
cast in your Coyne, but tremble all you that with a penu- 
rious hand have not onely cast, in such as are taking out 
to hord it up in your Napkins, remember Ananias and 
Saphirah, how darest thou doe it in these dayes, when 
the Lord hath n«ed of it ? Gentle Reader make use of 
this memorable Providence of Christ for his New Eng- 
land Churches, where had this poore people this great 
sum of money ? the mighty Princes of the Earth never 
opened their Coffers for mem, and the generality of these 
men were meane and poore in the things of this life, but 
sure it is the work is done, let God have the glory, who 
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hath now given them food to the full, and some to spare 
for other Churches. 

CHAP. XIV. — Of the wonderful! preservation of Christ, in canying 
his People, Men, Women, Children, through the largest Ocean 
in the World. 

And now you have had a short survay of the charges 
of their New England Vayages, see their progresse being 
safe aboard weighing Anker, and hoysting saile they be- 
tooke them to the protection of the Lord on the wide 
Ocean, no sooner were they dispersed by reason of the 
widenesse of the Sea, but the Arrabella (for so they called 
the Eagle, which the company purchased in honour of 
the Ladv Arrabella, Wife to that godly Esquire, Izack 
Johnson) espied foure Ships, as they supposed, in pursuit 
of them, their suspition being the more augmented by 
reason of a report (when tliey lay in harbor) of foure 
Dunkerk-men of war, who were said to lie watiiig for 
their comming forth, at this sight they make preparation, 
according to their present condition, comforting one 
another in the sweete mercies of Christ : the weaker sex 
betooke them to the Ships hold, but the men one Decks 
waite in a readinesse for the enemies approach. At whose 
courage many of the Seamen wonder, not knowing un- 
der whose command these their passengers were, even 
he who makes all his Souldiers bold as Lions. Yet was 
be not minded to make triall of his peoples valiantcy in 
fight at this time, for the ships comming up with them 
proved to be their own Countrymen and friends, at 
which they greatly rejoyced, seeing the good hand of their 
God \i(as upon them, and are further strengthened in 
Faith to rely one Christ, for the future time against all 
Leakes, Stormes, Kockes, Sands, and all other wants a 
long Sea- voyage procures, sustaining them with all meek- 
nesse and patience, yet sensible of the Lords frownes, 
humbling their soules before him, and also rtjoycing in 
his deliverances in taking the cup of Salvation, and pay- 
ing the tribute of thankfulnesse to the most high, whose 
provident hand was diversly directed toward them, pur- 
posely to point out the great hardships they must under- 
goe in this their Christian warfare, and withall to tell 



80 WONDER-WOIIKING PROVIDENCE [ciIAP. 1+. 

> 

them, although their difficulties were many and mourn- 
full, yet their victories should be much more glorious 
and joyfull, eminently eyed of the whole World, but 
now keeping their course so neere as the winds will suf- 
fer them, the billowes begin to grow lofty and rageing, 
and suddenly bringing them into die vale of death, cover- 
ing them with the formidable flouds, and dashing their 
bodies from side to side, hurling their unfixed goods 
from place to place at these unwonted workcs. Many of 
these people amazed finde such opposition in nature, 
that her principles grow feeble, and cannot digest her 
food, loathing all manner 6f meat, so that the vitall parts 
are hindered from co-operating with the Soule in spirituall 
duties, insomuch that both Men, Women and Children 
are in a helplesse condition for present, and now is the 
time if ever of recounting this service they have, and are 
about to undertake for Christ ; but he, who is very sensi- 
ble of his peoples infirmities, rebukes the winds, and 
Seas for their sakes, and then the reverend and godly 
among them begin to exhort them in the name of the 
Lord, and from the Lord, being fitted with such words 
as much incourrages the worke they are going about, 
many of dieir horses and other Gattell are cast over-board 
by the way, to the great disheartning of some, but Christ 
knew well how far his peoples hearts would be taken off 
the maine worke with these things. And therefore al- 
though he be very tender in providing outward necessa- 
ries for his, yet rather than this great worke (he intends) 
should be hindered, their Tables shall be spred but thinly 
in this wildernesse for a time. After the Lord had ex- 
ercised them thus severall ways, he sent Diseases to visit 
their Ships, that the dcsart Land they were now drawing 
near unto might not be deserted by them at first en- 
terance, which sure it would have been by many, had not 
the Lord prevented by a troublesom passage : At forty 
dayes end, or thereabout, they cast to sound the Seas 
depth, and find them sixty fadom, by which they deem 
the bankes of New found Land are near, where they be- 
ing provided with Cod-line and Hooke hale up some 
store of fish to their no small refreshing, and within 
some space of time after they approach the Cost of New 
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England, where they are againe provided with Mackarell^ 
and that which was their greater rejoycing, they discover 
Land, at sight thereof they blessed the Lord. 

But before the Author proceed any further in this Dis- 
course, take here a short survay of all the Voyages by 
Sea, in the transportation of these Armies of the great 
Jehova, for fifteene years space to the year 1643, about 
which time England began to indeavour after Reforma- 
tion, and the Souldiers of Christ were set at liberty to 
bide his battells at home, for whose assistance some of 
the chiefe worthies of Christ returned back : the number 
of Ships that transported passengers in this space of time, 
as is supposed is 298. Men, Women and Children 
passing over this wide Ocean, as near as at present can 
be gathered, is also supposed to be 21200, or thereabouts 

CHAP. XV. — ^An Exhortation to all People, Nations and Languages, to 
iodeavour the advancing of the Kingdome of Christ in the piiritj 
of his Ordinances, seeing he hath done, such admirable Acts for 
these poore shrubs. 

And now all you whose affections are taken with 

wonderful matters (Attend) and you that thinke Christ 

hath forgotten his^oore despised people (Behold) and all 

you that hopefully long for Christs appearing to confound 

Antichrist (Consider) and rejoyce all yee his Churches 

the World throughout, for the Lambe is preparing his 

Bride, and oh ! yee the antient Beloved of Christ, whom 

he of old led by the hand from Egypt to Canaan, dirough 

that great and terrible Wildernesse, looke here, behold 

him whom you have peirced, preparing to peirce your 

hearts with his Wonder-working Providence, and to 

provoke you by this little handfuU of his people to looke 

on him, and mourne. Yet let no man think these few 

weake Wormes would restraine the wonderfull Workes 

of Christ, as onely to themselves, but the quite contrary^ 

these but the Porch of hb glorious building in hand, and 

if hee have shewed such admirable acts of his providence 

toward these, what will he doe when the whole Nation 

of English shall set upon like Reformation according to 

the direct Rule of his Word ? Assured confidence there 
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is also for all Nations, from the undoubted promise of 
Christ himselfe. 

The Winter is past, the Raine is changed and gone, 
come out of the holes of the secret places, feare not be- 
cause your number is but small, gather into Churches, 
and let Christ be your King, yee Presbytery, Lord it not 
over them or any Churches, but feed every one, that one 
flock over which Christ hath made you overseers, and 
yee people of Christ give your Presbytery double honours, 
that they with you may keepe the watch of the Lord over 
his Churches. Ye Dutch come out of your hods-podge, 
the great mingle mangle of Religion among yon hath 
caused the Churches of Christ to increase so kttle with 
you, standing at a stay like Come among Weeds, Oh, 
yee French ! feare not the great swarmes of Locusts, nor 
the croking Frogs in your Land, Christ is reaching out 
the hand to you, look what hee hath doiie for these Eng- 
lish, and sure hee is no Respecter of Persons, &c. yee 
Germanes that have had such a bloudy bickering, Christ 
is now coniming to your aide, then cast off your loose, 
and carelesse kinde of Reformation, gather into Churches, 
and keepe them pure, that Christ may delight to dwell 
among you : oh Italy ! the Seat and Center of the Beast, 
Christ will now pick out a People from among you for 
himselfe, see here what wonders hee workes in little time. 
Oh ! yee Spaniards and Portugalls, Christ will shew you 
the abominations of that beastly Whore, who hath made 
your I^ations drunke with the Wine of her Fornication. 
Dread not that cruell murtherous Inquisition, for Christ 
is now making Inquisition for Uiem, and behold, here 
how hee hath rewarded tliem, who dealt cruelly with these 
his people. 

Finally, oh all ye nations of the World, behold great 
is the worke the glorious King of Heaven and Earth hath 
in hand ; beware of neglecting the call of Christ : and 
you tlie Seed of Israel both lesse and more, the ratling of 
your dead bones together is at hand, Sinewes, Flesh and 
Life : at the Word of Christ it comes Counsellers and 
Judges, you shall have as at the beginning to fight for 
you, as Gidion, Bareck, Jeptha, Samson, &c. then sure 
your deliverance shall be sudden and wonderfull, if Christ 
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have done such great things for these low Shrubs, what 
will his most Admirable, Excellent and wonderful Worke 
for you be, but as the Resurrection from the dead, when 
all the miraculous acts of his wonderfuU power shewed 
upon Pharoah ? for your fore-Fathers deliverance shall 
be swallowed up with those far greater workes that Christ 
shall shew for your deliverance upon the whole World, 
by Fiers and Bloud destroying both Pope and Turke, 
when you shall see great smoake and flames ascending up 
on high, of that great Whore, Revel. 14 & 11. verse, 
and the 17. & 16. verse, and the 18. the 8. and 18. 
vers. Then oh ! you People of Israel gather togeth- 
er as one Man, and grow together as one Tree. Ezek. 
37. & 23. For Christ the great King of all ^ Earth 
is now going fortli in his great Wrath and terrible 
Indignation to avenge the bloud of his Saints, Ezek. 
38 & 19. vers, and now for the great and bloudy Bat* 
tell of Gog and Magog, Rivers of bloud, and up to 
the Horse-bridles, even the bloud of those have drunke 
bloud so long, oh ! dreadfuU day, when the patience and 
long suffering of Christ, that hath lasted so many hun* 
dreds of yeares shall end, what wonderous workes are 
now suddenly to be wrought for the accomplishment of 
these things ! Then judge all you (whom the Lord Clu-ist 
hath given a discerning spirit) whether these poore New 
England People be not the fore runners of Christs Army, 
and the marvelous providences which you shall now 
heare, be not the very Finger of God, and whether the 
Lord hath not sent this people to Preach in this Wilder- 
nesse, and to proclaime to all Nations, the neere approach 
of the most wonderful! workes that ever the Sonnes of 
men saw. Will not you believe that a Nation can be 
borne in a day ? here is a worke come very neare it; but 
if you will believe you shall see far greater things than 
these, and that in very little time, and in the meane time^ 
looke on the following Discourse. 

CRAP. XVI- — Of the admirable Acts of Christs Provldeace, iq de- 
ttveriog this his people la their Yojages by Sea, from many foule 
dangers. 

You have heard of about 198* Ships passing the peril- 
lous Ocean, of all which I heare of but one that ever 
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miscarried ; yet shall you here see some of the great dan- 
gers they were in the Ship, this Author came m a foggy 
morning, anon by breake of day was ready to be steamed* 
by a Pirate, but being unready for fight they passed by ; 
others by a fog, have been delivered from farther chase 
of them, so that of this great number never did any Pirate 
make one shot at them, according to best intelligence. 
Their deliverance from leakes also hath been no lesse 
wonderfuU, some so neare sinking, that the loving affec- 
tion betweene Husband and Wife, hath Caused them to 
fould each other in their Armes, with Resolution to die 
together, and make the Sea their Grave, yet not ceasing 
to call on the Lord, their present helpe in time of need, 
who is minded to manifest his great care for this his 
people to all that shall come to hear thereof. And there- 
fore directs to meanes for freeing their ships, being now 
ready to founder in the depthlesse Ocean. And further, 
as if these deliverances were too little to expresse the 
tender care Christ hath of his, to free them from all dan- 
gers, those that occupy their businesse in the deepe, and 
see the Wonders of God upon the waters, are taken with 
great astonishment to behold the extraordinary hand of 
the most High, in transportation of this people, in that 
iheir Ships all of a sudden are brought so neer the ground, 
and yet strike not their Pilots, missing ofttimes of their 
skill on those un wandered Coasts, but their Jehovah hee 
misses not to be an exact Pilot in the most thickest foggs 
and darkest nights, for thus it befell. • 

The night newly breaking off her darknesse, and tlie 
day-light being clouded with a grosse vapor, as if nights 
Curtaines remained halfe shut, the Sea-men and Passen- 
gers standing on the Decks, suddenly fixed their eyes 
one a great Boat (as they deemed) and anon after they 
spied another, and after that another ; but musing on the 
matter, they perceived themselves to be in great danger 
of many great Rocks, with much terror and affrightment, 
they turned the Ship about, expecting every moment 
to be dasht in pieces against the Rocks. But he whose 
providence brought them in, Piloted them out againe^ 
without any danger, to their great Rejoycing. And as- 
suredly (so extraordinarily eminent and admirable to the 
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eyes of many beholders, was the wonderfull workes in 
magnifying the Rich grace toward this his people in pre- 
fering them) that many Masters of Ships left their Sea- 
imployment for a time, and chose rather to suffer the 
wants of a Wildemesse with the people of God, than to 
increase their Estates in a full-fed Land, and verily so ta- 
ken they were, that they fell down at Christs Feet, and 
were placed by him as living stones, Elect and Pretious 
in his Churches ; also many other Seamen were brought 
to seeke after Christ in his Ordinances, by which it ap- 
peares some great worke, by some far surpassing all this, 
hath Christ ere long to doe, that hee thus fitteth Instru- 
ments. Then all you that occupy shipping prepare for 
his service, who will assuredly prove the best owner that 
ever you went to Sea for. 

Furthermore, the condition of those persons passed 
the Seas, in this long and restlesse Voyage (if rightly con- 
sidered) will more magnify the grace of Christ in this 
great Worke. First, such were many of them that never 
before had made any path through the Waters, no not 
by boat, neither so much as scene a Ship, others so 
tenderly brought up that they had little hope of their 
Lives continuance under such hardships, as so long a 
Voyage must needs inforce them to indure, others there 
\vere, whose Age did rather call for a quiet Couch to rest 
them on, than a pinching Cabbin in a Reeling Ship, 
others whose weake natures were so borne downe with 
Disease, that they could hardly craule up the Ships-side, 
yet ventured their weake Vessells to this Wcsturne World. 
Here also might you see weakly Women, whose hearts 
have trembled to set foote in Boate, but now imboldened 
to venter through these tempestuous Seas with their 
yong Babes, whom they nurture up with their Breasts, 
while their bodies are tossed on the tumbling Waves ; 
also others whose Wombes could not containe their fruit, 
being ready for the Worlds-light, travailed and brought 
forth upon this depthlesse Ocean in this long Voyage, 
lively and strong Children yet living, and like to prove 
succeeding Instruments in the Hands of Christ, for fur- 
thering this worke ; among other Sea-borne Cotton, now 
a young student in a Colledge in Cambridge, being Son 
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to that Famous and Renowned Teacher of Christ, M. 
John Cotton ; by all this and much more that might be 
said, for allmost every one you discourse withall will 
tell you of some Remarkable Providence of God shewed 
toward them in this their Voyage, by which you may see 
the Worke of Christ is not to bee laid aside because of 
difficulties. 

CHAP. XVII. — Of the first leading of these People of Christ, when the 

CiyOl Govemment was Established. 

But to goe on with the Story, the 12 of July* or 
tliereabout 1630, these Souldiers of Christ first set foote 
one this Wcsteme end of the World ; where arri veing in 
safety, both Men, Women and Children. On the North 
side of Charles River, they landed neare a small Island, 
called Noddells Island, where one Mr. Samuel Mavereckf 
then living, a man of a very loving and curteous be- 
haviour, very ready to entertaine strangers, yet an enemy 
to the Reformation in hand, being strong for the Lordly 
Prelaticall power one this Island, he had built a small 
Fort with the helpe of one Mr. David Tompson, J placing 
therein foure Murtlierers to protect him from the Indians. 
About one mile distant upon the River ran a small creeke, 
taking its Name from Major Gen. Edward Gibbons, who 
dwelt there for some yeares after; One the South-side of 
the River one a point of Land called Blaxtons} point, 
planted Mr. William Blaxton,} of whom we have formerly 
spoken : to the South-East of him, neare an Island called 
Tompsons Island lived some few Planters more, these 
persons were the first Planters of those parts, having some 
small Trading with the Indians for Beaver- Skins, which 
moved them to make their aboade in those parts, whom 
these first Troopes of Christs Army, found as fit helpes 
to further their worke. At their arrivall those small 
number of Christians gathered at Salem, greatly rejoycing 
and the more, because they saw so many that came chiefly 
for promoting the great Work of Christ in hand, the 
Lady Arrabclla and some other godly Women aboad at 
Salem, but their Husbands continued at Charles Town, 
both for the settling the civill Government, and gathering 

* Jun pi >" fla ys Prince— and that J. mistakes. See N. E. Chi^nology, I. p. 208. £o. 
t MavericI^ ? t Thomson ? § Blaolatone ? 
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another Church of Christ. The first Court was holden 
aboard the Arrabella the 23 of August. When the 
much honoured John Wintrope^ £sq« was chosen Gover- 
nour for the remainder of diat yeare, 1630. Also the 
worthy Thomas Dudly f Esq. was chosen Deputy Gover- 
nour, and Mr. Simon Brodestreet j: Secretary, the people 
after their long Voyage were many of them troubled 
with the Scurvy, and some of them died: the first 
station they tooke up was at Charles Towne, where they 
pitched some Tents of Cloath, other built them small 
Huts, in which they lodged their Wifes and Children. 
The first beginning of this worke seemed very dolorous ; 
First for the death of that worthy personage Izaac John- 
son Esq. whom the Lord had indued with many pretioud 
gifts, insomuch that he was had in high esteeme among 
all the people of God, and as a chiefe Pillar to support 
this new erected building. He very much rejoyced at 
his death, that die Lord had been pleased to keepe his 
eyes open so long, as to see one Church of Christ gath- 
^ed before his death, at whose departure there was not 
onely many weeping eyes, but some fainting hearts, fear- 
ing the &11 of the present worke. For future Remem-- 
brance of him mind this Meeter. 

Isaac J^knsan Esquire hdaoed of Christ andhispeoplej and cneqfihc 

Magistrates sf New England, 

What mov'd thee on the Seas upoD such toyle with Lady-taking ; 
CfaristB drawing lore all strength's above, when way for hk hee*^ 



Christ win have thee example be, honoured withes graces, jeildiug 
His Churches aid, foundation laid now new one Christ a builcUng. 

Thy Faith, Hope, Love, Joy, Meeknesse prove improved for lliy Loid; 
Ashe to thee, to people be, in Government accord. 

Oh ! people why, doth Christ deny this worthies life-to lengthen ? 
Christ oaelj trust, Johnsons tumd dust, and yet hee's crownd and 
strengthend. 

The griefe of this people was further increased by the 
sore sicknesse which befell among them, so that almost 
in every Family Lamentation, Moiuning, and woe was 
heard, and no fresh food to be had to cherish them, it 
would assuredly have moved the most lockt up affections 
t^ Tcares no doubt, had they past from one Hut to anotli- 

• Wmthtop ? t Pndley ; Br»ditre*r : 
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er, and beheld the piteous case these people were in, and 
that which added to their present distresse was the want 
of fresh ivater, for although die place did afford plenty, 
yet for present they could finde but one Spring, and that 
not to be come at, but when the tide was downs, which 
toused many to passe over to the South-side of the River, 
where they afterward erected some other Townes, yet 
most admirable it was to see with what Christian courage 
many of these Souldiers of Christ carried it amidst all 
these calamides, and in October, die Governour Deputy 
and Assistants, held their second Court on the South-side, 
of the River ; Where they then began to build, holding 
correspondency with Charles Towne, as one and the 
same. 

At this Court many of the first Planters came, and 
were made free» yet afterward none were admitted to this 
fellowship, or freedome, but such as were first joyned in 
fellowship with some one of the Churches of Christ, their 
chiefest aime being bent to promote his worke altogeth- 
er. The number of Freemen this yeare was 1 10 or there- 
about. 

CHAP. xviii.-^Of the second Church of Christ, gathered at Charles 

Towne in the Mattachusets Ba7, 1631.^ 

And now the new-come Souldiers of Christ strengthen 
themselves in him, and gather a Church at Charles 
ToMme, whose extent at present did reach to both sides 
of the River, and in very little time after was divided into 
two Churches, the Reverend and judicious Mr. John 
Wilson was called to be Pastor thereof, a Man full of 
Faith, Courage and Zeale, for the truth of Christ perse- 
cuted, and hunted after by the usurping Prelates (and 
forced for present to part from his indeared Wife) yet 
honoured by Christ, and made a powerfull instrument in 
his hands for the cutting downe of Error, and Schisme, 
as in the scquell of this History will appeare, in whose 
weakenesse Christs power hath appeared, 

• 1630 : 



1631.3 OP SIGNS SAYIOUB^ IN NEW £NGLA|^D. 89 

The Grave and Reverend Mr. John Wilson^ now Pastor rf the Chureb 

rf Christ at Soston^^ in New England. 

John Wilson will to Christs will submit, 

In Wildernesse, where thou hast Triiills found, 
Christ in new making did compose thee fit. 

And made thy Love zeale, for his truth abound.. 
Then it's not Wilson, but Christ by him hath, 

Error cut down when it o'retopping stood, 
Thou then 'Gainst it didst shew an holy wrath ; 

Saving mens soules from this o're-flowing floud. 
They thee deprave, thy Ministrey dispise, 

By thy thick utterance seeke to call Men back, 
From hearing thee, but Christ for thee did ri^e. 

And turned the wheel-right over them to crack. 
Yea, caused thee with length of dayes to stand, 

Steadfast in's house in old Age fruit to bring, 
I and thy seed raise up by his command ; 

His Flock to feed, rejoyce my Muse and sing. 
That Christ doth dust regard so plentiously. 

Rich gifts to give, and heart to give him his. 
Estate and person thou spends liberally ; 

Christ theC) and thine will crown with lasting Blisse. 

This, as the other Churches of Christ, began with a 
small number in a desolate and barren Wildemesse, 
which the Lord in hb wonderfull mercy hath turned to 
fruitful! Fields. Wherefore behold the present condition 
of these Churches compared with their beginnings ; as 
they sowed in teares, so also have they Reaped m joy, 
and shall still so go on if plenty and liberty marre not 
their prosperity. This Towne of Charles is situated one 
the North-side of Charles River, from whence it tooke its 
Name, the River being about five or six &thom deepe ; 
Over against the Town many small Islands lieing to the 
Seaward of it, and Hills one either ^de. By which 
meanes it proves a very good harbor for Ships, which 
hath caused many Sea-men and Merchants to sit downe 
there, the forme of this Towne in the frontice piece 
thereof, is like the Head, Neck and Shoulders of a Man, 
ondy the pleasant, and Navigable River of Mistick runs 
dirough the right shoulder thereof, and by its neare ap- 
proach to Charles River in one place makes a very nar- 
row neck, by which meanes the chiefe part of the Towne, 

whereon the most building stands, becomes a Peninsula : 
12 vof;% II. 
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it hath a large Market-place neer the water side built 
round with Houses, comly and faire, forth of which there 
issues two streetes orderly built with some very fairc 
Houses, beautified with pleasant Gardens and Orchards, 
the whole Towne consists in its extent of about 150 
dwelling Houses. Their meeting house for Sabbath 
assembly stands in the Market-place, very comly built 
and large, the Officers of this Church are at this day one 
Pastor, and one Teacher, one Ruling Elder, and three 
Deacons, the number of Soules are about 160, wonder- 
full it is to see that in so short a time such great altera- 
tion^ Christ should worke for these poore people of his : 
their Corne Land in Tillage in this Towne is about 1200 
Acres, their great CatteU are about 400 head, Sheepe 
neare upbn 400, as for their horse you shall hear of 
them, God willing, when we come to speak of their 
Military Discipline. 

CHAP. XLX. — Of the Third Church of Christ gathered at Dorchester, 

1631. 

The third Church of Christ gathered under this 
Government was at Dorchester, a frontire Town scitua* 
ted very pleasantly both for facing the Sea, and also its 
large extent into the main Land, well watered with two 
small Rivers ; neere about this Towne inhabited some 
few ancient Traders, who were not of this select band, 
but came for other ends, as Morton of Merry-mount, 
who would faine have resisted this worke, but the provi- 
dent hand of Christ prevented. The forme of this Towne 
is almost like a Serpent turning her head to the North- 
ward ; over against Tompsons* Island, and the Castle, 
her body and wings being chiefly built on, are filled some- 
what thick of Houses, onely that one of her Wings is 
dipt, her Tayle being of such a large extent that shee can 
hardly draw it after her ; Her Houses for dwelling arc 
about one hundred and forty, Orchards and Gardens full 
of Fruit-trees, plenty of Corne-Land, although much t)f 
it hath been long in tillage, yet hath it ordinarily good 
crops, the number of Trees are neare upon 1500. 
Cowes, and other CatteU of that kinde about 450. Thus 
hath the Lord been pleased to increase his poore dis- 

t Thomson's. 
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persed people, whose number in this Flock are neare 
about 150, their first Pastor called to feede them was the 
Reverend, and godly Mr. Maveruck.* 

Maveruck* thou must put period to thy dayes, Mr. Wureham 

In Wildemesse thy Kindred thee provoke '^tr'tZmn 

To come, but Christ doth thee for high ends Raise ; Ruiers, you 

Amongst his \f orthies to strike many a stroke. »^»ali rende of 

Thy godly Life, and Doctrine speake, though thou ^jktocof u*"' 

In dust art laid, yet Christ by thee did feede planted. 

His scattered Lambes, they gathered are by you ; 
Christ calls thee home, but flock he leaves to feede. 

CHAP, xx.— rOf the Fourth Church of Christ, gathered at Boston, 1 631 • 

After some little space of time the Church of Christ 
at Charles Town, having their Sabbath assemblies ofteii- 
cst on the South side of the River, agreed to leave the 
people on that side to themselves, and to provide another 
Fastor for Charles Towne, which accordingly they did. 
So that the fourth Church of Christ issued out of Charles 
Towne, and was seated at Boston, being the Center 
Towne and Metropolis of this Wildernesse worke (but 
you must not imagine it to be a Metropolitan Church) 
invironed it is with the Brinish flouds, saving one small 
Istmos, which gives free accesse to the Neighbour 
Townes ; by Land on the South side, on the North- west, 
and North East, two constant Faires are kept for daily 
traffique thereunto, the forme of this Towne is like a 
heart, naturally scituated for Fortifications, having two 
Hills on the frontice part thereof next the Sea, the one 
well fortified on the superfices thereof, with store of great 
Artillery well mounted, the other bath a very strong bat- 
tery buflt of whole Timber, and filled with Earth, at the 
descent of the Hill in the extreme poynt thereof betwixt 
these two strong armes lies a large Cave or Bay, on 
which the chiefest part of this Town is built, over-topped 
mth a third Hill, all three like over- topping Towers keepe 
a constant watch to fore-See the approach of forrein 
^u^ners, being furnished with a Beacon and lowd bab- 
Bi^ Guns, to give notice by their redoubled eccho to all 
Aeir Sister-townes, the chiefe Edifice of this City-like 
. Towne is crowded on the Sea-bankes, and wharfed out 

* MftTeriek. f Conncctkiit. 
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with great industry and cost, the buildings beautiful! and 
large, some fairely set forth with Brick, Tile, Stone and 
Slate, and orderly placed with comly streets, whose con- 
tinuall inlargement presages some sumptuous CiQr. The 
wonder of this modeme Age, that a few yeares should 
bring forth such great matters by so meane a handfuU, 
and they so &r from being inriched by the spoiles of 
other Nations, that the states of many of them have beene 
spoiled by the Lordly Prelacy, whose Lands must as- 
suredly make Restitutions. But now behold the ad- 
mirable Acts of Christ, at this his peoples landing, the 
hideous Thickets in this place were such, that Wolfes 
and Beares nurst up their young from the eyes of all be- 
holders, in those very places where the streets are full of 
Girles and Boys sporting up and downe, with a continued 
concourse of people. Good store of Shipping is here 
yearly built, and some very faire ones : both Tar and 
Mastes the Countrey affords from its own soile ; also 
store of Victuall both for their owne and Forreiners- 
ships, who resort hither for that end : this Town is the 
very Mart of the Land, French, Portugalls and Dutch, 
come hither for TrafBque. 

CHAP. XXI. — Of the Fift Church of Christ gathered at Roxbury, 1 631 . 

Th e fift Church of Christ was gathered at Roxbury, 
scituated between Boston and Dorchester, being well 
watered with coole and pleasant Springs issuing forth the 
Rocky-hills, and with small Freshets, watering the Vallies 
of this fertill Towne, whose forme is somewhat like a 
wedge double pointed, entring betwecne the two fou re- 
named Townes, filled with a very laborious people, 
whose labours the Lord hath so blest, that in the roome 
of dismall Swampes and tearing Bushes, they have veiy 
goodly Fruit-trees, fruitfuU Fields and Gardens, their 
Heard of Cowes, Oxen and other young Cattell of that 
kind about 350, and dwelling-houses neere upon 120. 
Their streetes are large, and some fayre Houses, yet have 
they built their House for Church-assembly, destitute 
and unbeautified with other buildings. The Church of 
Christ here is increased to about 120 persons, their first 
Teaching Elder called to Office is Mr. Eliot a yong 
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man, at his comming thither of a cheerful spirit, walking 
unblameable, of a godly conversation, apt to teach, as by 
his inde&tigable paines both with his own flock, and the 
poore Indians doth appeare, whose Language he learned 
purposely to helpe them to the knowledge of God in 
Chnst, frequently Preaching in their Wigwams, and 
Catechizing their Children. 

Jfir. EHai Pasiar rf the Church oj Christ at Roxburv^ in New Eng^ 
la$Miy much honoured for his labours in the Lord>^ 

Great is thy worke in Wildernesse, Oh man, 

Young Eliot neere twenty yeares thou hast, 
In westerne world with miccle toile thy span 

Spent well-neere out, and now thy gray hayrs gracest,* 
Are by thy Land-Lord Christ, who makes use of thee 

To feede his flock, and heathen people teach 
In their own Language, God and Christ to see ; 

A Saviour their blind hearts could not reach, 
Poore naked Children come to learne Gods Mind 

Before thy face with reverend regard ; 
Blesse God for thee may these poore heathen blind, . 

That from thy mouth Christs Gospell sweete have heard) 
. Eliot thy Name is, through the wild woods spread^ 

In Indians mouths frequent's thy fame, for why ? 
In sundry shapes the Devills made them dread ; 

And now the Lord makes them their Wigwams fly, 
Rejoyce in this, nay rather joy that thou, 

Amongst Christs Souldiers hast thy name sure set, 
Although small gaine on Earth accrew to you, 

Yet Christ to Crowne will thee to Heaven soone fet. 

cB&v. XXII.— Of the Sixth Church of Christ, gathered at Linn^ 

1631. 

The Sixth Church of Christ was gathered at Linn, 
betweene Salem and Charles Towne, her scituation is 
neere to a River, whose strong freshet at breaking up of 
Winter filleth all her Bankes, and with a furious Torrent 
ventes it selfe into the Sea ; This Towne is furnished 
with Mineralls of divers kinds, especially Iron and Lead, 
the forme of it is almost square, onely it takes two large a 
run into the Land- ward (as most Townes do) it is filled 
with idbout one hundred Houses for dwelling ; Here is 
also an Iron Mill in constant use, but as for Lead they 
have tried but litde yet. Their meeting-house being on 

* gneed? 
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a levell Land undefended from the cold North west- wind ; 
And therefore made with steps descending into the Earth,, 
their streetes are straite and comI}% yet but thin of Houses, 
the people mostly inclining to Husbandry, have built 
many Farmcs Remote there, Cattell exceedingly multi- 
plied, Goates which were in great esteeme at their first 
comming, are now almost quite banished, and now 
Horse, Kine and Sheep are most in request with them,! 
the first feeder of this flock of Christ was Mr. Stephen 
Batchelor,* gray and aged, of whom as followeth : 

Through Ocean large Christ brought thee for to feede, 

His wandering flock with's word thou hast oft taught. 
Then teach thy selfe with others thou hast need ; 

Thy flowing fame unto low cbbc is brought. 
Faith and Obedience Christ full neare hath jojrn'd, 

Then trust on Christ, and thou againe mayst be 
Brought on thy race though now far cast behinde, 

Run to the end, and crowned thou sbalt be. 

CHAF. XXIII. — Of the seventh Church of Christ gathered at 

WaterwTowne, 1631. 

Th e Seaventh Church of Christ gathered out of this 
wandering Race of Jaccobites was at Water-Towne, 
scituate upon one of the Branches of Charles River, a 
fruitfuU plat, and of large extent, watered with many 
pleasant Springs, and small Rivulets, running like veincs 
throughout her Body, which hath, caused her inhabitants 
to scatter in such manner, that their Sabbath- Assemblies 
prove very thin, if the season favour not, and hath made 
this great Towne (consisting of 160 Families) to shew 
nothing delightfull to the eye in any place ; this Towne 
began \)y occasion of Sir Richard Saltingstall, who at his 
arrival!, having some store of Cattell and servants, they 
wintered in those parts : this Town aboundes in seversdl 
sorts of Fish at their seasons, Basse, Shad, Alewifes, 
Frost fish, and Smelts ; their herd of Kine, and Cattell 
of that kinde are about 450, with some store of Sheepe 
and Goates, their Land, in tillage is neere upon 1800 
Acres, this Church is increased to neer about 250 soules 
in Church-fellowship, their first Pastor was Mr. Phillips, 
a man mighty in the Scriptures, and very dilligent to 

* Bachelor. f Saltonstalh 
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search out the minde of Christ therein contained, of 
MTfaom as foUoweth : 

The penury of Wildernesse shall not 

Daunt Phillips, and diswade his undertaking 
This Voyage long : for Christ hath made him hot 

With zeal for's truth, thy native soile forsaken 
To follow Christ his bannisht flock to feede, 

With restlesse toile thus honoured Christ hath thee^ 
Then it maintaine though thou thy people neede ; 

Christ would thou shouldst of them aye honoured be, 
Till death thou hast been souldier in this War, 

Darke types the shaddows of good things now coraej 
By thee have been unfoulded very far ; 

Cleer'd baptimes light from error broch'd by some. 
As by thy worke in Print appeares this day, 

Though thou thy days hast ended on this Earth, 
Tet still thou livest in Name and Fame alway ; 

Christ thee poore dust doth crowne with lasting Minh. 

[To be conUaued.j 



HOTICE OF EDWARD JOHNSON, 

fr^m a Discourse delivered to the Congregational Society in Wohum^ 
June 28, 1 809, at the DetUcation of tJuir Meeting-house. By Josefh 
Chick£rino, a. M. Mnister of said Society . Svo. pp. 28. 

The early records of the town are remarkably full and 
correct, having been kept, for about thirty years, by 
Capt. Edward Johnson, author of the "Wonder-work- 
ing Providence of Zion's Saviour, in New England." 
Capt. Johnson has also, in his history, given a particular 
account of the early transactions of this church, to which 
himself belonged, using them as an example to show the 
general manner of proceeding in the other New England 
c&nrches. p. 13 — 14. 

He emigrated from the county of Kent, in England, 
nd was among the very early settlers in this country. 
He was one of the committee chosen by Charlestown 
church to erect a new church and town, now called 
Wobum, drew a plan of the town, was chosen recorder, 
and continued to keep the records until within a little 
more than a year of his death. Capt. Johnson wsls also 
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the first deputy from Woburn to the general court, aiid 
continued to represent the town, with little interruption, 
while he lived. He was appointed by the general court 
clerk of the writs at Woburn ; also one of a committee 
^^ to condder some orders, and to put the country in a 
posture of war ;" also, about the time of the restoration 
of Charles II. one of the committee of twelve, "to con- 
sider, and debate such matter or thing of public concern- 
ment^ touching our patent laws, privileges, and duty to 
his majesty, as they in ' their wisdom shall judge most 
expedient," &c. When a lieutenant, he was sent with 
captain Cook to Providence, to apprehend Gorton ^nd 
his rebel band. 

As the evidence of captain Johnson's being author of 
the Wonder-working Providence has been considered as 
resting on a tradition mentioned by Judge Sewall to 
Prince, and recorded by him in the introduction to his 
chronology, I mention the following circumstances to 
corroborate it. 1. The very particular account given of 
Woburn, proves the author to have been particularly in- 
terested, and probably an inhabitant of the town. 2. In 
the 190th page of the history, when enumerating the 
militia oiEcers in the commonwealth, and eulogizing 
many of them, the author modestly omits his own name, 
saying, " the band of Woburn led by another Kentish 
captain." 3. Inhere is such a similarity of sentiment 
and expression in some parts of this history concerning 
Woburn, and in the town records, as affords a presump 
tion, that they were both written by tlie same hand. 

It appears that captain Johnson w^as not rich, as in a 
town tax, made just before hb death, his part was less 
than the average part of all the inhabitants. He died 
April 23, 1672. Many of his descendants now live in 
Woburn and Burlington* p. 24 — 5. 
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IXTRACTB VROM " THB LIFE AND ERRORS OF JOHN DUNTON, LATE 
" CITIZEN OF LONDON ; WRITTEN BY HIMSELF IN SOLITUDE," &C. 

London: Printed for S. Malthus, 1705. 12mo. pp. xviii. 251. 

[MR. DUNTON was born at GrafFham, in Hunting- 
donshire, England, 14 May, 1659. He. was a son of 
Rev. John D. rector of G. and was a bookseller of 
some distinction. In 1685, his affairs requiring him 
to visit New England, he came to this country, where 
he spent about eight months. The following extracts 
are taken from that part of his " Life," which relates 
to America, " After failing in the business of book- 
selling, he commenced author. After publishing " The 
Post- Angel Paper,V he began " The Athenian Mer- 
cury,'' which was a plan to answer questions, monthly, 
proposed by unknown persons ; and which was repub- 
lished by Bell, under the name of " The Athenian 
Oracle," 4 volumes, 8vo. In 1710, he published his 
Athenianism, containing 600 treatises, in prose and 
verse, on all subjects. Though prolix, and sometimes 
obscure, as a writer, he yet possesses merit as a satirist, 
and some of his pieces will be read with pleasure. He 
died about 1725."] 

[P. 101. A. D. 1685.] THUS seated to the best advan- 
tage, at the Black Raven in Princes- Street, and as happy 
in my marriage as I' could wish, there came an universal 
damp upon trade, occasioned by the defeat of Monmouth 
in the west ; and, at this time, having 5001. owing me in 
New England, I began to think it worth my while to make 
a voyage of it thither. I had no more than just an oppor- 
tuni^ to hint the matter to my honoured father-in-law, 
Dr. Annesly, who was then going for Tunbridge ; but 
immediately after I writ him the following letter : 

London, Aug. 7, 1685. 
Much honoured sir, 
THIS comes . t^ desire your free , thoughts of my voyage to 
New England. I have consulted several friends upon it, who 
think it the best method 1 can take. 1 have a great number of 
books that lie upon my hands, as the ^< Continuation of the Morn- 
ing Exercises^" and others, very proper for that place i besides 

13 T«L. II. 



98 LIFE OF JOHN DUKTON. 

the 5001. which I have there in debts ; however, I won*t move 
without your advice and consent. My dear wife sends her 
duty t'ye, and we hope the waters agree well with you. 
I am your most affectionate 

and dutiful Son, J. D. 

To this letter I had the following answer : 

Dear Son, 
I received yours, but cannot give so particular and direct 
an answer as you may expect. You know I came hither pres- 
ently after you mentioned this voyage, neither had I an oppor- 
tunity to consider all the circumstances of it: I perceive those 
you have consulted, are for it ; and they are better able to fore- 
see what may probably be the issue of such an undertakingi 
than I am, or can be. The infinitely wise God direct you, and 
give wisdom to those that advise you. I do as heartily desire 
your universal welfare, as any friend you have in the world, and 
therefore dare not say a word against it. My present opinion 
is, that you don't (if you resolve upon the voyage) carry too 
great a cargo ; for I think 'twill be the less trouble t' ye to 
wish there, that you had brought? more, than to fret at the want 
of a market, for too many. If you observe the course of the 
world, the most of all worldly trouble is through frustration of 
our expectation ; where wc look not for much, we easily bear 
a disappointment. Moderation in all things, but in love to God 
and serious godliness, is highly commendable ; covet earnestly 
the best gifts, and the best graces, and the best enjoyments, for 
which you shall never (while I live) want the earnest prayers of 

Your most affectionate father, 

S. A. 

Tunbridge, Aug. 10, 1685. 

I was very glad of any excuse, that would make my 
friends more indulgent to my rambling humour : but to 
make short of it, I got ready for my voyage with all pos- 
sible expedition, sent a great number of books down the 
river to Graves- End, and followed them soon after, having 
bid a very sorrowful farewell to de^r Iris, and my other 
relations. 

At Graves-End, I found the fleet riding that were bound 
for New England, and procured stowage for my venture 
in two ships, that Neptune might have two throws at me, 
to make my ruin compleat. While we staid at Graves- 
End, I met with my old neighbour, Mr. Thomas Mal- 
thas, who attended me to the ship, called the Susannah 
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and Thomas, bound to Boston in New England, burthen 
150 tons, the master's name Thomas Jenncr ; we had 
sixteen sailors and thirty passengers that were flying for 
safety upon the rout at Sedgemore. The wind proved 
contrary, and forced us to lie a considerable time in the 
Downs. ' November the second, we weighed out of the 
Downs, and made the best of our way for the Beachy. 

And now, reader, I am just entering upon the Atlantick 
Ocean, which is large and wide, and which kept America 
concealed some thousand years from the rest of the 
known world. Our captain, Tho. Jenner, was a rough, 
covetous tarpaulin ; but he understood his business well 
enough, and had some smatterings of divinity in his 
head. He went to prayers very constantly, and took 
upon him to expound the Scriptures, which gave offence 
to several of the passengers. The. mate and the boat- 
swain were good sailors, and made it their only study to 
dispute with tempests. 

We had a long debate one day, in the captain's cabin, 
ibout a flame which fixed upon our main-mast, near the 
bigness of a candle, and the seamen called St. Hellin's 
5re ; one of them, they told me, is looked upon as an ill 
omen, but if two appear, they betoken safety and fair 
winds. These are usually known by the names of Castor 
and Pollux ; among the Italians, by St. Nicholas and St. 
HeiTiics, and the Spaniards call 'em Corpus Santo's. 

We were above four months at sea, and at last reduced 
to that extremity that each of us had no more than the 
allowance of one bottle of water for four days. When 
wc came within ken of Boston, we were all overjoyed, 
being just upon the point of starving ; we put off to land 
in the long boat, and came ashoar near the Castle, which 
stands about a mile from Boston. The country appeared 
at first like a barren waste, but we found humanity 
enough when we came amongst the inhabitants. We 
lodged the first night at the Castle, and next morning we 
found the way to Boston lay over the ice, which was but 
bold comfort, after we had been stowed up so many 
DQLonths in a cabin. The air of New England was sharp- 
sr than at London, which, with the temptation of firesh 
provisions, made me eat like a second Mariot of Gray' 



406 ' LIFE OF JOHN DUNTON. 

Inn. The first person that welcomed me to Boston was 
Mr. Burroughs, formerly a hearer of my reverend father* 
in-law, Dr. Annesly. He heaped more civilities upon 
me than I can reckon up, offered to lend me monies, and 
made me his bedfellow, till I had provided lodgings. 

As I was rambling through Boston, I met both with 
lodgings, and a warehouse at Mr. Wilkin's, whose family 
deserves as well of me, as any in New England. Being 
thus fixed, I delivered the letters of recommendation I 
had brought with me from England. I had one from 
the Reverend Mr. Richard Stretton, to Mr. Staughton, 
the deputy governour : and Mr. Morton of Newington- 
Green, sent another to major Dudley, afterwards presi- 
dent, which, with other letters to the magistrates, had the 
good effect that I was made freeman of Boston, though 
very much obliged for it to the friendship of Mr. Bur- 
roughs. Immediately upon this, captain Hutchinson , 
gave me an invitation to dine with the governour and the 
magistrates in the town hall. The entertainment was.v 
very rich and noble, and the governour, deputy- go verOf ' 
our, major Dudley, and the other magistrates gave me a 
very friendly welcome to Boston, and kindly wished me 
success in my undertaking. 

A particular account of the' government in New Eng- 
land would be foreign to my Life and £rrours ; let it be 
enough to say, the laws in force here, against immorality 
and pi'ofaneness, are very severe. Witchcraft is punish- 
ed with death, as 'tis well known ; and theft with re- 
storing fourfold, if the criminal be suificient. An En- 
glish woman, admitting some unlawful freedoms from 
an Indian, was forced twelve months to wear upon her 
right arm an Indian, cut in red cloath. 

He tliat trades with the inhabitants of Boston, should 
be well furnished with a Grecian faith ; he may get 

gomises enough, but their payments come late, 
owever, under all the disadvantages of that kind, I was 
now resolved to run the risk of it, and in order to pro- 
mote the sale, I made a visit to the Reverend Mr. In- 
crease Mather, the metropolitan clergyman of that coun- 
try, and rector of Harvard College. He is master of a 
gr^t stock of learning, and a very eminent divipe* His 



LIFB OP JOHN DUNTON. 101 

son, the Reverend Mr. Cotton Mather, was then upon 
finishing his Magnalia Christi Americana, which has 
lately been published here in England. There is 
abundance of freedom and familiaritv in the humour of 
this gentleman ; his conversation and his writings are 
living evidences that he has read much, but there are 

. many that won't allow him the prudence to make a sea- 
sonable use of it. His library is very large and nume- 
rous, but had his books been fewer when he writ his 
history, 'twould have pleased us better. 

I was next to wait upon the * Reverend Mr. Willard, 
minister of the South- Meeting in Boston ; he is well 
furnished with learning and solid notion, has a natural 
fluency of speech, and can say what he pleases. After- 
wards I went to visit the Reverend Mr, Allen, he is 
very humble and very rich, and can be generous enough, 

^ mrhcn the humour is upon him. His son was an emi- 
nent minister here in England, and deceased at North- 
ampton. Mr. [Joshua] Moody was assistant to Mr. 

! Allen, and well known by his practical writings. Leav- 
ing Mr. Allen's house, I went next to visit Mr. John and 
Mr. Thomas Baily. These two are popular preachers, 
and very generous to strangers; I heard Mr. John 
hpon these words, — Looking unto Jesusy and I thought 

. he spake like an angel. They express a more than ordi- 
nary kindness to Mr. Wilkins, my landlord, and (being 
persecuted in Limerick for their nonconformity) came 
over with him from Ireland. Reader, I might be large 
in their character ; but when I tell you they are true pic- 
tures of Dr. Annesly (whom they count a second St. 
Paul) 'tis as high as I need go. 

The sun being now gone to bed (for though I was up 
before him, he got to his lodging first) I bid good night 
to these two brothers, who gave me a hearty welcome to 

Boston, and assured me of all the service that lay in their 

power. 
Having first paid my visits to the clergy of Boston, 

and given a character of them, pray give me leave to ask 

say brethren the booksellers how they do, and that shall 

be all. For though I know they love to be respected, 

yet at the same l4me I am satisfied, that I 'm as welcome 
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to them as sour ale in summer, for they look upon my 
gain to be their loss, and do make good the truth of that 
old proverb, that interest will not lie ; but I must begin 
my addresses to them. 

Mr. [John] Usher, your humble servant. This 
trader makes the best figure in Boston ; he is very rich, 
adventures much to sea ; but has got his estate by book- 
selling ; he proposed to me the buying my whole ven- 
ture, but would not agree to my terms, and so we parted 
with a great deal of seeming respect. 

Mr. Philips, my old correspondent ! — 'Tis reason I 
should make you the next visit. He treated me with a 
noble dinner, and (if I may trust my eyes) is blest with 
a pretty obliging wife ; I'll say that for Sam (after 
dealing with him for some huiwred pounds) he is veiy 
just, and (as an efiect of that) very thriving. I shall atW 
to his character, that he is young and witty, and the most 
beautiful nian iti the town of Boston. 

But leaving Philips, I rambled next to visit Minhecf 
Brunning, he is a Dutch booliseller from Holland, scru- 
pulously just, plain in his clothes, and if we will believt 
the printers in Boston ( who are notable criticks in such 
cases) a most excellent paymaster, Brunning is versed 
in the knowledge of all sorts of books, and may well be i 
styled a complete bookseller. He never decries a book, \ 
because 'tis not of his own printing ; there are some men I 
that will run down the most elaborate pieces, only because j 
they had none of their midwifery to bring them into publick j 
view, and yet shall give the greatest encomium to the most 
nauseous trash, when they had the hap to be concerned in 
it. But Brunning was none of these ; for he would pro- 
mote a good book whoever printed it ; and I found him a 
man of that great interest, that I made him my partner in 
printing Mr. Mather's sermon, preached at the executicffl 
of Morgan, who was the only person executed in that 
country for near seven years. From the Dutch, I went 
to the Scotch bookseller, one Duncan Cambel, he is very \ 
industrious, dresses all-a-mode, and I am told, a youiq| | 
lady of a great fortune is fallen in love with him. 

Having visited all the booksellers, I will next give an 
account of what acquaintance I had in Boston. I shall 
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legin with Mr. Willy, who fled thither on the account of 
^nscience, (and is brother-in-law to the Reverend Mr. 
Baily) he is a man of a large heart, one who, in relieving 
others' wants, considers not so much his own ability, as 
their necessity : This Monmouth's forlorn fugitives ex- 
perienced often, to whom he was the common refuge. 
The next I shall mention is Mr. White, a merchant, who 
by trading has clasped islands to the continent, and tacked 
cue country to another ; his knowledge, both of men 

and things, is universal. The next was Mr. Green, a 

pinter ; I contracted a great friendship with this man ; 
to name his trade, will convince the world he was a man 
of good sense and understanding ; he was so facetious 
and obliging in his conversation, that I took a great de- 
light in his company, and made use of his house to while 
away my melancholy hours. Another of my acquaint- 
aince was Captain Gery, a man as eminent for his love to 
his country, as Junius Brutus and the famous Scaevola 

among the Romans. Another of 'em was George 

Monk, a person so remarkable, that had I not been ac- 
quainted with him, it would be a hard matter to make 
any New England man believe that I had been in Boston ; 
there was no house in Boston more noted than George 
Monk's, or where a man might meet with better enter- 
tainment ; he was so much the life and spirit of the 
guests that came to his house, that it was almost impos- 
sible not to be cheerful in his company. Another was 
captain Townscnd, a gentleman very courteous and 
afiable in his conversation. 

I might here ramble to Mr. JollyiF, justice Lines, 
Macarty, and some others ; but least I tire you quite, I 
will next come to a distinct head, which shall be those 
of my countrymen that have rambled into this country 
as well as myself, such of them, I mean, as I came ac- 
quainted with in the course of my business : And these 
were, first, Mr. Mortimer, who came from Ireland ; be 
was an accomplished merchant, a person of great mod- 
esty, and could answer the most abstruse points in alge- 
bra, navigation, dialling, &;c. 

The next to these was Mr. King : love was the cause 
)£ this gentleman's long ramble hither ; sure his mistress 
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was made of stone, for King had a voice would have- 
charmed the spheres, he sang, AU Hail to the Myrtle 
Shadesj with a matchless grace, and might be called an 
accomplished person. 

Another acquaintance was Mr. York, he had his soft 
minutes as well as other men, and when he unbent the 
bow, for he was very industrious, he treated the fair sex 
with so much courtship and address, as if loveing had 
been all his trade. 

The next I mention shall be Andrew Thomcomb, 
bookseller from London, his company was coveted by 
the best gendemen in Boston, nor is he less acceptable 
to the &ir sex ; for he has something in him so extreme- 
ly charming, as makes them very fond of his company. 
However, he is a vertuous person, and deserves all the 
respect they shewed him. He visited me often in Bos- 
ton, and I here declare I Ve a particular kindness for .i 
him. ^ 

Another acquaintance was Mr. Heath ; were I to write ; 
the character of a pious merchant, I would as soon take 
Heath for the exemplar, as any man I know. There 
are two things remarkable in him, one is, that he never 
warrants any ware for good, but what is so indeed; and the 
other, that he makes no advantage of his chapman's igno- 
rance, where the conscience of the seller is all the skill of 
the buyer ; he doth not then so much ask as order what 
he must pay ; and in such cases he ought to be verjr 
scrupulous. Bishop Latimer being told he was cozenea . 
in buying a knife. No, replied Latimer, he cozened not " 
me, but his own conscience. This .person was my daily 
visiter, and brought me acquainted with one Gore, (A 
New York, with whom I traded considerably. 

Mr. Watson shall be the next ; formerly a merchant ia 
London, but not thriving there, he left the exchange for 
Westminster Hall, and in Boston has become as dexter- 
ous at splitting of causes, as if he had been bred to it : 
He is full of fancy and knows the quirks of the law ; but i 
to do him justice, he proves as honest as the best lawyer, j 
of 'era all. j 

Another acquaintance is Mr. Mason. He was a blunt, 
honest Christian ; he will speak his mind, take it ho^ 
you please. 
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The next Fll mention shall be Mr. Malinson, he is a 
stiff Independent, (which is rare in a fencer,) and so great 
a critick, that he would even find a knot in a bullrush. 
Malinson was one of those unfortunate gentlemen that 
engaged with Monmouth, and Pm told this day, at the 
Royal Exchange, he now teaches young gentlemen to 
fence in Boston. 

I was so happy as to find particular friends in Boston, 
whose characters I shall next give you, and Pll begin 
with Dr. Oakes. — He is an eminent physitian, and a relig- 
ious man ; at his first coming to a patient he perswades 
him to put his trust in God, the fountain of health; the 
want of this hath caused the bad success of most physi- 
tians, for they that won't acknowledge Grod in all their 
applications, God won't acknowledge them in that success 
which they might otherwise expect. He was a great dis- 
senter whilst he lived in London, and even inNewEngland 
retains the piety of the first planters ; I was recommend- 
ed to him by Mr. Gilson, as also by a relation of his in 
RatcUff, and I must own, the doctor gave me a generous 
nrelcome to Boston. — From Dr. Oakes I pass to my 
rood friend Dr. Bullivant, formerly my fellow citizen in 
London ; I must consider him both as a gentleman and a 
physitian. As a gentleman, he came of a noble family, 
but his good qualities exceeded his birth ; he is a great 
master of the English tongue, and the Northampton peo- 
ple find him a universal Ischolar ; his knowledge of the 
laws fitted him for the office of attorney general, which 
was conferred upon him on the revolution in Boston ; it 
is true he sought it not, but New England knew his 
worth, and even forced him to accept of it. 

While he held this place of attorney general, he was so 
Eir from pushing things to that extremity as some hot 
ipirits would have had him, that he was for accommodat- 
ing things, and making peace. His eloquence is admira- 
ble, he never speaks but 'tis a sentence, and no man 
svcr clothed his thoughts in better words. 

I shall next consider him as a physitian, his skill in 
ftharmacy was such as had no equal in Boston, nor per- 
laps Northampton, he is as intimate with Galen and Hip- 
ocrates, at least with their works, as ever I was with 

14 VOL. II, 
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Iris. He is so conversant with the great variety of nati 
that not a drug or simple escapes his knowledge, so 1 
he never practises new experiments upon his patie 
except it be in desperate cases, where death must be 
pelled by death. This also is praiseworthy in him, 1 
to the poor, he always prescribes cheap, but wholesc 
medicines, not curing them of a consumption in tl 
bodies, and sending it into their purses, nor yet direct 
them to the East Indies to look for drugs, when i 
m^ have for better out of their gardens. 

I proceed in the next place to Mr. Gouge, 
linen draper from London, son to the charita 
divine of that name. He is owner of a deal 
wit, his brain is a quiver of smart jests. He { 
tends to live a batchellor, but is no enemy to a pn 
wonjan. He's high church, yet so great a lover of 
father's christian directions, that he bought two hund 
of me to give away, that so he might, as he used to \ 
make the Bostonians godly. And this was a noted qi 
ity in him, that he would always tell the truth ; whic 
a practice so uncommon in New England, that I cc 
pot but value his friendship. 

But I must not forget Mr. Tr}'on. Mr. Tr; 
is a man of a sweet temper, an excellent h 
band, and very sincere in his dealings. — The ne2 
shall mention is Mr. Barnes, he was clerk to 
government, d matchless accomptant, a great musit 
bookish to a proverb, very generous to strangers, am 
our first interview, declared a particular friendship to : 

About this time arrived the Rose frigot from Engla 
with a new charter, procured by one Randal, which g 
major Dudley the title of president, and the magistr 
were now changed into counsellors. Parson Ratcliife C5 
over with the charter, and on Lord^s days read the C< 
mon Prayer in his surplice, and preached in the T< 
House. 

Mr. Ratcliflfc was an eminent preacher, and his serm 
were useful and well dressed ; I was once or twice 
hear him, and it was noised about that Dr. Annesly's j 
in-law was turned apostate. But I could easily forj 
'em, in regard the common prayer and tlie surplice v 
religious novelties in New England. 



hands, and left me to ramble and divert myself as my 
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To return to my own affairs, the booksellers in Boston 
perceived I was very diligent to bring custom to my 
warehouse, and thereupon began to make terms with me 
for my whole venture, but that would not do for me, be- 
cause there's the loss of thirty per cent, in the return of 
their money. The books I had with me were most of 'em 
practical, and well suited to the genius of New England, 
so that, my warehouse being opened, they began to move 
afKice. ralmer, my apprentice, was very honest and 
£ligent, took the whole charge of my business off my 

&ncy would suggest. 

But I must make a transition to arms. It is their cus- 
tom here for all that can bear arms, to go out on a training 
day ; but I thought a pike was best for a young soldier, 
and so I carried a pike. And between you and I, reader, 
' there was another reason for it too, and that was, I knew 
not how to shoot off a musquet, but 'twas the first time 
I ever was in arms. Being come into the field, the cap- 
tain called us all into our close order, in order to go to 
I prayer, and then prayed himself. And when our exercise 
' was done, the captain likewise concluded with prayer. 
I have read that Gustavus Adolphus, the warlike king 
of Sweden, would before the beginning of a battle kneel 
down devoudy, at the head of his army, and pray to God, 
ftc giver of victory, to give them success against their 
enemies, which commonly was the event ; and that he 
was as careful also to return thanks to God for the vic- 
tory. But solemn prayer in the field upon a day of train- 
ing, I never knew but in New England, where it seems 
it IS a common custom. About three of the clock, 
both our exercise and prayers being over, we had a very 
noble dinner, to which all the clergy were itivited. 
Some thne after I took a trip to Newtown, called Cam- 
I bridge, in regard, it is the seat of Harvard College. This 
i university took its rise from very small beginnings. 
■ There were four hundred pounds raised for that purpose, 
in a court held at Boston, Sept. 8, 1630. But that which 
put new life into this design about eight years after, 
. vas the gift of seven hundred seventy-nine pounds, sev- 
enteen shillings, and two pence, in the last will of the 
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Rev. Mr. John Harvard, after whom it has the name of 
Harvard College. 

The library of this College is very considerable, being 
well furnished both with books, and mathematical instru- 
ments. Sir Kenelm Digby, Sir John Maynard, Mr, 
Baxter, and Mr. Joseph Hill, were benefactors to it ; and 
the Rev. Mr. Theophilus Gale, left his whole library for 
that use. 

Mr. Cotton, one of the fellows of the College, gave mc 
the invitation to Cambridge, by whose means I sold ser-. 
cral books to the students there. 

My next ramble was to Roxbury, in order to visit the 
Rev. Mr. Elliot, the great apostle of the Indians. He 
was pleased to receive me with abundance of respect, 
and inquired very kindly after Dr. Annesly, my father- 
in-law, and then broke out with a world of seeming satis- 
faction ; Is my brother Annesly yet alive ? Is he yet coo- 
verting souls to God ? Blessed be God for this informa- 
tion before I die. He presented me with twelve Indian 
Bibles, and desired me to bring one of them over to Dr. 
Annesly, as also with twelve speeches of converted In- 
dians which himself had published. 

Summer was now well advanced, however my time 
did not lie much upon my hands, for upon my return 
from Roxbury, I found several of my friends making 
ready for a journey to Natick. Every summer there's 
an Indian Lecture preached there, which has been kept 
on foot ever since the Rev. Mr. Elliot gathered a church 
there of the converted natives. 

t was glad of the opportunity to acquaint myself with 
the manners, religion, and government of the Indians. 
When we were setting forward, I was forced, out of 
civility and gratitude, to take madam Brick behind me 
on horseback ; it is true, she was the flower of Boston, 
but in this case proved no more than a beautiful sort of 
luggage to me. 

We had about twenty miles to Natick, where the best 
accommodations we could meet with, were very coarse. 
We ty'd up our horses in two old barns, that were almost 
laid in mines, however we couM discern where they had 
6tood formerly. But there was no place where we cou'd 
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bestow ourselves, unless, upon the greenswerd, till the 
lecture began. The wigwams, or Indian houses,, are no 
more than so many tents, and their way of building 'em 
is this ; they first take long poles, and make 'em &st in 
the ground, and then cover them with mats on the out- 
ride, which they tye to the poles. Their fire-place is 
made in the middle, and they leave a little hole upon 
the top uncover'd with the mats, which serves for a 
diimney. Their doors are usually two, and made 
opposite to each other, which they open or shut accord-^ 
ing as the wind sits, and these are either made of mats, 
or of the barks of trees. While we were making such 
discoveries as these, we were informed that the sachim, 
' or the Indian king, and his queen^ were there. The 
, place, ^tis true, did not look like the royal residence, how« 
ever we couM easily believe the report, and went imme- 

f mediately to visit their king and queen ; and here my 
: ccmrage did not fail, for I stept up and kissM the Indian 
1 qaeen ; making her two very low bows, which she re. 
tum'd very civilly. The sachim was very tall and well 
I iimb'd, but had no beard, and a sort of a horse face. The 
queen was well shap'd, and her features might pass pretty 
mil, she had eyes as black as jet, and teeth as white as 
ivory ; her hair was very black and long, and she was 
ccmsiderably up in years; her dress peculiar^ she had 
sleeves of moose-skin, very finely dress'd, and drawn, 
iritb lines of various colors, in asiatick work, and her 
buskins were of the same sort ; her mantle was of fine 
Uew cloath, but very short, and ty'd about her shoul- 
' das, and at the middle with a zone, curiously wrought 
. with white and blew beads into pretty figures ; her brace- 
l lets and her necklace were of the same sort of beads, and 
\^ die had a litde tablet upon her breast, very finely deck'd 
^ irath jewels and precious stones ; her hair was comb'd 
i fattk and ty^d up widi a border which was neady work'd 
[ both with gold and silver. 

The Indian government is monarchical, but when the 
r dominions stretch farther than the royal sceptre can well 
' itach, they Ve governed by a viceroy, who is almost as ab- 
, flolate as ihc prince himself. In matters of difficulty the 
\ achim sits in counsel with his nobles, where their msars 
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are sedately weighed, and the prince has a negative voia 
Their crown descends always upon the eldest son, an 
the females don't govern, unless the male line be extinc 
The sachim has under him some subordinate govemour 
or protectors, which supply the' places of magistrates an 
judges ; and the common subjects fly to these, whe 
there's any injustice done 'em. 

Their nobles are such as are descended from tb 
blood royal ; or those to whom the sachim has give 
titles, with some part of his own dominions ; otherwb 
they are such as have been esteemed so, down a loD] 
tract of time. 

Their yeomen are those that han't the least signatun 
of nobility upon 'em, and yet are esteemed to have a nat 
nral right to protection, so long as they keep 'emselvc 
loyal to their prince, and live within his dominions 
they're distinguished by two names, one signifies sub 
j<ffcti6n, and the other a tiller of the land. 

They've another class of subjects, which are reckon© 
^mething inferiour to the yeomen, and they're eithc 
strangers, or the sons of foreigners, whose progenitoi 
came among 'em some time ago ; for though they kee; 
no records, yet the tradition that goes current among 'e«i 
is esteemed to be authentick enough. These foreigna 
are abridg'd of some rights and pnvileges that belong t 
common subjects, and are not suffered so much as to at 
tend the prince in hunting, &c. unless they're invited. 

The Indian sachims have no other revenue, than prw 
cnts, which are oiFer'd at the pleasure of the subject, an 
these presents are not looked upon as a matter of mer 
kindness, but as they proceed from a principle of loyalt} 
and obligation, upon the account of protection, &c. 

Sea wrecks, and the skins of all beasts^ that are slain ii 
water, are royalties that belong to the crown. And tk 
sachim has no necessity for more ; in regard, if he make 
war, both his subjects and their estates lye entirely at bi 
own disposal ; however, this piece of tyranny is carried o: 
by consent,for the sachim don't engage himself in war untl 
out the consent of his subjects; and they are usually muc 
averse to it, unless it be upon the last extremity. 
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There's a sort of grandure, tliough it don't swell to ex- 
cess in all the Indian courts. The royal families and 
their attendants, are well clothed with the skins of moos, 
deer, beaver, bear, &c. and their tables are richly fur- 
nished with flesh, fish, roots, fruits, beans, and berries, 
wluch their subjects almost load 'em with, according as 
they come in season. 

'Tis usual in their punishments, for the sachim to whip 
or put to death with his own hand, unless a mutiny be 
suspected, imd then thb sachim sends one of his chiefest 
warriors, as a private executioner to do the business in 
secret ; but the subjects are wonderfully resigned to the 
pleasure of tlieir prince in such cases. 

But to return to the thread of history : When we had 
made our visit to the Indian king and queen, we went to 
Ae meeting place where the lecture was preached by 
Mr. Gookins, upon that subject, *' It is appointed unto 
men once to die ; and after that, the judgment." — l^hc 
doctrine, I remember, was this, that death is the unavoid* 
able lot of all mqi. Under this proposition he show'd 
'cm the necessity of dying, and the vast consequences 
that must follow upon it. The application was full of 
perswasions to 'em to make a speedy preparation for death,, 
which was supported with the very different motives of 
happiness or misery in the life to come. The poor In- 
dians were very much affected, and seem'd to hang upon 
his lips. 

The reader may expect I should Kere give him some 
account of the religion of the unconverted Indians ; and 
I shall make it as short as I can. The native Indians 
that are not yet made proselites to the christian faith, are 
possessed with very odd notions about the Gods, for they 
believe a plurality of 'em, that made the world, and 
majntqin their propriety over the several nations of it to 
this day. But among the rest of the Gods, there's one, 
4cy say, towards the southwest regions of the heavens, 
diat makes the most considerable figure, and commands 
in chief. The devil appeared frequently to 'em, at their 
seasons of worship, and gave them advice about their 
circumstances and affairs. When they meet with any 
considerable success, either in hunting or fishing, they 
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acknowledge God to be the author of it. Upon any dis- 
aster, they immediately cry out, God was angry and did 
it. They make the southwest God to be the g^at arbiter 
of souls, from whom they say, their com and their beans 
come. They have also, their eastern, western, and their 
southern Gods, to whom they pay homage and religiousr 
worship. And besides these, they have Gods bodi tot 
their women and their children. 1 was once with an In- 
dian youth that lay a dying, and he called with abundance 
of affection and concern upon Muckquachuckquard; 
and those about him supposed this God had appear^ to 
him, and promisM him assistance. 

They pay divine homage also to several of the creatures, 
in which they believe some deity to be lodg'd. 

When they meet with any excellency in men or wo- 
men, or any bruit beasts, they immediately cry, Manitoo, 
it is a God ! And when they talk familiarly among them- 
selves, concerning the English buildings, ships, &c. thej 
commonly conclude with Manitodwock, they arc Gods. 

I was once with an English minister who understood 
their language, and there were a great number of natives 
gathered to hear him. The minister put this question to 
'em. Who made the world ? To this some of them re- 
plyM, Tatta, I can't tell ; others said, Manitoowock, the 
Gods. This gave him occasion to argue with them about 
the existence of one GOD, and afterwards he ran over the 
history of creation, and the six days work, and gave them 
the same account of it which Moses had done. They ap- 
peared well satisfied with the gentleman's discourse, and 
when he had finished, there was an Indian tliat addressed 
himself to the sachim who was present, and told him that 
souls went up to heaven or down to hell, tho' our 
fathers have inform'd us that they go to the southwest. 
The sachim ask'd him, whether he had seen some souls 
go either to heaven or hell ? The Indian answer'd, The 
minister han't seen 'em, and yet he affirms it. . Perhaps 
so, reply'd the sachim, but he has books and writings, 
and one which God himself made, which treats concern- 
ing man's souls ; and we have none, you know, but must 
take all upon trust. We left 'em discoursing matters 
over thus among themselves. 
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These Indians have certain priests among them whom 
they call Taupowauog, and these make speeches to 'em, 
concerning religion, and peace, and war, and indeed con- 
cerning all the occurrences of common life. The salary 
of their priests depends upon feasts and dances which 
are very frequent, and upon every such occasion you 
may see forty, fifty, and sometimes an hundred of their 
Taupowauogs met together in expectation of gifts ; and 
as they receive 'em they go forth, and hollow thrice, for 
the health and prosperity of the benefactor. 

These priests live very peacefully, and don't approve 
of persecution for the cause of religion, which has made 
very much for the settlement and the happiness both of 
English and Dutch. Their notions about future happiness 
arc very gross ; and their heaven is much of the same 
nature with that which Mahomet has fancy'd for his fol- 
lowers. They believe and teach the immortality of the 
soul, and say that upon the death of a good man, his 
mind goes to the house of Kautantowit, where the whole 
collection of holy souls shall revel out an eternity in the 

Eleasures of sense ; but on the contrary, the minds of 
ad men shall wander for ever, in a restless condition. 
As to the creation of mankind, they hold that Kautan- 
towit first shap'd a man and a woman out of stone, but 
lus performance did not please him, and thereupon he 
dash'd 'em to pieces. But making a second experi- 
ment upon a tree, he succeeded so well, in forming his 
new couple, that he let 'em alone, and they became the 
fountains of mankind. But how life was procured for 
'cm, and how the metamorphosis was perform'd, they 
have nothing to say. When diese priests make a visit to 
a fflck person, they threaten and conjure out the sickness, 
for they conceive there are many little deities in the body 
of a man, as in his heart, his lungs, and his pulse ; and 
when any of these divine energies does but please to 
louse itself, it can easily expel the distemper from the 
part over which it presides. But when the part affected 
28 so much out of order and indispos'd, that it becomes 
Onfit for the habitation of the Deity, 'tis thereupon for- 
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saken, the distemper prevails, and death follows of neces- 
sity. 

The religion of these unconverted Indians is scarce 
more heathenish than their way of living. The men 
make the poor squaws, their wives, do all the drudgeiy 
for 'em ; as labour, in the field, plant, dress corn, and 
build up their wigwams, whilst they live at ease them- 
selves, and undertake no business, unless it be that of 
hunting, and they go forth in great numbers, and drive 
all before 'em. They usually stay upon one place till 
they've destroy'd all the wood that's near 'em, and then 
they remove their wigwams. They reckon fuel to be 
one considerable part of their subsistance, and think that 
other nations are in the same condition with 'emselves ; 
for they say the English came over to 'em because they 
wanted fuel. Their division of time is by sleeps, moons, 
and winters ; and by lying abroad in the open air, they've 
made some observations upon the motions of the stars. 

These native Indians were lying in this condition when 
the Rev. Mr. Eliot began to endeavour their conversion, 
and in a little time after he had learn'd their language, 
and translated the Bible into their tongue, there were 
great numbers of 'em, especially about Natick, that were 
distinguish'd by the name of praying Indians ; and I 
have been an eye-witness of the wonderful success which 
the gospel of peace has had amongst 'em. Their manners 
became less barbarous, they formed 'emselves into more 
regular societies, and began to live after the English 
fashion. 

Mr. Eliot reduc'd 'em to the Jewish plan of govern- 
ment, and for that purpose expounded to 'em Exod. 18. 
And thereupon the converted natives entered into the 
following covenant : 

" We are the sons of Adam, we and our forefathers 
have a long time been lost in our sins ; but now the 
mercy of the Lord beginneth to find us out again, there- 
fore, the grace of Christ helping us, we do give ourselvejs, 
and our children unto God, to be his people. He shall 
rule us in all our affairs. The Lord is our Judge ; the 
Lord is our Lawgiver ; the Lord i? our King ; he will 
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save us ; and the wisdom which God has taught us in 
his book, shall guide us. O Jehovah ! teach us wisdom, 
send thy spirit into our hearts, take us to be thy people, 
and let us take thee to be our God." 

They made severe laws against all prophaneness and 
immorality, and took great care to abandon poligamy, 
with which they were formerly overrun. 

And now that I have given the most impartial account 
of the nftive Indians, I cannot but own their conversion 
to be one of the greatest wonders of free grace, and one 
of the greatest conquests of the everlasting gospel. 
What more agreeable sight, than one who was bom a 
pagan, upon his knees, and there sending up his prayers 
with abundance of devotion, in the name of the holy Je- 
Bus, to the living God ? In New England there are six 
form'd churches of Indians, that are baptiz'd, and * 
eighteen Assemblies of catechumens that profess the 
name of the blessed Jesus. 

To return. The Natick lecture was done about four 
in the afternoon, and we had twenty miles to Boston, so 
that we were oblig'd to mount immediately, and make 
the best of our way. 

Upon my coming to Boston, I heard that the Rev. Mr. 
Morton, so much celebrated in England for his piety and 
learning, was just arriv'd from England, and with him, 
his kinsman, Dr. Morton, the physitian. Mr. Morton 
M me the honour to declare he was very glad to see me; 
and I am sure I was glad to see him ; not only as he 
brought me letters from Iris, but for his own personal 
worth. 

The news of Mr. Morton's arrival was received here 
with extraordinary joy by the people in general, and they 
had reason for it, for besides his being a useful man, in 
fitting young men for the ministry, he always gave a 
inighty 'character of New England, which occasion'd 
many to fly to it from the persecution which was then 
raging in London. 

I know it would be presumption in me, to draw Mr. 
Morton's character, yet (being personally acquainted with 
lim) I cannot but attempt something like it. His con- 
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versation shew'd him a gentleman — ^he was the very soul 
of philosophy ; the several manuscripts he writ for the 
use of his private academy, sufficiently shew'd this — he 
was the repository of all arts and sciences, and of the 
graces too ; — his discourses were not stale, or stucUed, 
but always new and occasional, for whatever subject was 
at any time started, he had still some pleasant and pat 
story for it; his sermons were high, but not soaring; 
practical, but not low — ^liis memory was as vast as Ks 
knowledge, yet (so great was his humility) he knew it 
the least of any man — he was as fiu* from pride as ignor- 
ance, and if wc may judge of a man's religion by his 
charity, (and can we go by a surer rule ?) he was a sin- 
cere christian. In a word, Mr. Charles Morton (late of 
Newington Green) was that pious and learned man, by 
whose instructions my reverend and worthy uncle, Mr. | 
Obadiah Marriat, was so well qualified for the work of 
the ministry ; to this instance I might add, that Mr. John 
Shower, and other eminent preachers, owe that fame 
they have in the world, to his great skill in their educa- 
tion. Mr. Morton having serv'd his generation, accord- 
ing to the will of God, is fallen asleep in New England, ^ 
and is there buried by the side of his vertuous wife. 

In the same ship with Mr. Morton, came over one 
Mrs. Hicks, with the valuable venture of her beautiful 
person, which went off at an extraordinary rate ; she mar- 
rying a merchant in Salem worth thirty thousand pound. 

By this time there were about two thirds of my vcn- l 
ture of books gone off, and I was fearful to sell any more -| 
at Boston, till the old scores were discharged ; for besides .* 
all the money I hud taken, there wa3 about four hundred -; 
pound owing me in Boston, and the towns adjacent, at ' 
my return from Natick. It began to rim in my head, ^ 
that Mr. Sewel, one of the magistrates in Salem, had in- , 
vited me thither, and told me, if I sent part of my ven- ] 
ture there, he'd do me all the service that was possible, j 
in the sale of 'em ; upon these thoughts, I inade ^, journey \ 
to Salem, \ 

About two of the clock I reached Captain Marshal's 
house (which is half way between Boston and Salem) 
here I stiiid to refresh nature with a pint of sack and a 
jjc)od fowl. 
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Captain Marshal is a hearty old gentleman, formerly 
one of Oliver's soldiers, upon which he very much val- 
ues himself ; he had all the history of the civil wars at 
Ids fingers ends, and if we may believe him, Oliver did 
hardly any thing that was considerable without his assist- 
ance ; and if I'd have staid as long as he'd have talk'd, 
he'd have spoii'd my ramble to Salem. 

About six of the clock in the afternoon I came to 
Salem, and found the town about a mile long, with many 
fine houses in it, and is reported the next town to Boston 
br trade. 

The first person I went to visit in Salem was Mr. 
Herrick ; how kindly he received a poor traveller, whose 
life he had sav'd at sea, you may easier guess^ than I 
relate. 

He went with me to take a ware-house, which I 
thought stood very conveniently. Having settled that 
afliur, Mr. Herrick gave me a fish-dinner, and fain would 
have had me lodg'd with him, which I should have ac- 
cepted, but that Mr. Sewiel, the magistrate of Salem, sent 
me word he should take it unkindly, if I did not make 
us house my quarters ; whereupon I desired Mr. Her- 
ick's excuse, and lay at Mr. Sewel's that night ; his en- 
3ertdnment was kind and generous, and had I staid a 
month there, I had bin welcome gratis. 

Reader, to give you Mr. SewePs character in brief, he 
is the chief magistrate in Salem, his care is to live so as 
x> be an example to the people ; he is the mirror of hos- 
>itality, and neither Abraham nor Lot, were ever more 
dnd to strangers. 

Having slept well in my new quarters, the next day I 
vent to pay a visit to the ministers of Salem (for you 
uiow, reader, they are the greatest benefactors to book- 
tellers) so that my paying them a visit, was but, in other 
?ords, to go among my customers. The first I visited 
ras, 

Mr. Higgins,^ an antient minister ; he resembles my 
everend fether-in-law, both in his person, and zeal fi3r 
sligion ; all men look on him as a common father^ and 
R old age, for his sake, as a reverend thing. 

* John Higgiaion. Ed. 
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He is eminent for learning, humility, charity, and all 
those shining graces that adorn a minister. His veiy 
presence and face puts vice out of countenance ; he is 
now in his eightieth year, (yet preaches every Sunday) 
and his conversation is a glimps of Heaven, I cUn'd 
twice at his house, where he promised me great asabt- 
ance in my business, and spake of my reverend father-in^ 
law with mucli respect. 

From Mr. Higgins's I went to visit Mr. Noyse, (his 
assistant) I spent several agreeable hours in this gentle- 
man's company, which I thought no ordinary blessing, 
for he is all that is delightful in conversation, so easy com- 1 
pany, and so far from all constraint, that 'tis a real pleasure .1 
to talk with him. He gave me a generous welcome to ] 
Salem ; and 'tis no lessening to his brother Higgins, to 
say he is no ways inferior to him for good preaching, or 
primitive living. 

I must also remember the great civilities I met at Salem 
from Mr. Epes (the most eminent school master in Ncw^- 
England.) He hath sent many scholars to the university in 
New-England. He is much of a gentleman, yet has ncjl 
humbled his meditations to the industry of complement^ 
nor afflicted his brain in an elaborate leg, (he cannot kisB 
Ills hand and cry, madam, your humble servant, nor talk 
idle enough to bear her company) but tho' a school, and 
the hermitage of his study, has made him uncourtiy, yct^ 
(which is a finer accomplishment) he's a person of solid. 
learning, and does not, like some authors, lose his time 
by being iDusie about nothing, nor make so poor a use 
of the world, as to hug and imbrace it. 

But to return to the thread' of my history: having dis- 
posed of my venture at Salem, parted with Palmer, and 
committed my Boston affairs to my kind landlord (Mr. 
Richard Wilkins) I hop'd now in a few days, to take my 
leave of this New World, and to embark for En^andr^! 
but I see now, when a man is bom under a ramblmg 
planet, all that he does to fix him at home, does but hasten^ 
his travels abroad, for tho' I was now weary of New- It 
England (for 'twas not home, nor was Iris there ) jrct I i^i 
had a mind to view a few more of the towns, before Ifi 
left it. 
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I was blest with the company of Mrs. Comfort, (my 
andlord^s daughter) in this new adventure. 

All things being ready for this Indian ramble, I took 
my fair'one up behind me, and rid to the river that parts 
Boston from Ipswich, which tho' it be often and usually 
crossed in a canoo, yet I rather chose to cross it in a ferry, 
having my horse with me. 

Having cross'd the river, we mounted again, and rid 
QQ our way, meeting, as we rambled along with two or 
three Indians, who courteously saluted us, with What 
chear JVetop? Netop in the Indian language, signifies 
fiitni. I returned their salutation and passed on, not 
without observing that there is a vein of civility and cour- 
tesy runs in the blood of these wild Indians, both among 
themselves, and towards strangers. 

The first town we came to was Marvail, which con- 
sists only of a few scattered houses, orchards, and gar- 
dens ; with good pastures and arable land ; we here staid 
for refreshment, and had the luck to see an Indian womaa 
walking by the door, with a child at her back, whom our 
landlord told us, had not been delivered above two days, 
ao that the curse laid upon women of bringing forth chil- 
dren in sorrow, is mightily moderated to the Indian wo- 
men, for they have a far more moderate labour, and a 
more speedy and easy delivery, than most of our Euro- 
pean women ; which I believe in a great measure b oc- 
casioned by the hardness of their constitution, and by their 
extraordinary labour in the field, as carrying of mighty 
burdens, and beating their corn in a mortar. Sec I was 
hugely amazed at this account of the Indian women ; but 
our landlord stopped our wondering, by further telling us 
that most of the Indian women count it a shame for a 
Woman to complain when she is in labour, and many of 
them are scarcely heard to groan. It seems 'tis a com- 
mon thing among them to have a woman merry in the 
hpuse, and in half 'an hour's time delivered, and merry 
Igain, ^nd within two days abroad (as we saw verified in 
^ Indian woman) and after four or five days at work. 

Having left Marvail beliind us^ we rambled on to- 
rards Wenham. When we came to Wcnham (which 
I an inland town, well stor'd with men and cattle) we 
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paid a visit to Mr. Gecry the present minister of that 
place. 

Wenham is a delicious paradice^ it abounds with all 
rural pleasures, and I wou'd chuse it above all other 
towns in America to dwell in ; the lofty trees on each 
side of it are a sufficient shelter from the winds ; and thfc 
warm sun so kindly ripens both the fruits and flowers, as 
if the spring, the summer, and the autumn had agreed to- 
gether, to thrust winter out of doors. 

'Twere endless to enter on a detail of each faculty rf 
learning Mr. Geery is master of, and therefore take his. 
character in short hand. — The philosopher is acute, inge- 
nious and subtle. The divine curious, orthodox, and 
profound. The man of a majestic air, without austerity^ 
or sourness ; his aspect is masterly and great, yet not 
imperious or haughty. The christian is devout, without 
moroseness or starts of holy frenzy and enthusiasm. The 
preacher is primitive, without the accessional colours of 
whining or cant; and methodical, without intricacy or 
affectation, and which crowns his character, he is a man 
of a public spirit, zealous for the conversion of the Indians^ 
and of great hospitality to strangers. He gave us a nobk 
dinner, and entertained us with such pleasant fruits as I ^ 
must own Old England is a stranger to. 

Taking leave of this generous Levite, we now though 
it high time to prosecute our designed ramble to IpswicJhL* 
But our conversation was interrupted by a friend Indian's 
overtaking us, who was a going to Ipswich as well as wc; 
and the evening being advanced, we were glad of his 
company. 

When we came to Ipswich, I would liave treated our 
Indian with a bottle of wine, but he very thankfully re- 
fused it, and so we parted. 

We took up our quarters at Mr. Steward's house (un- 
cle to Mrs. Comfort.) His joy to see his niece at Ipswich, 
was sufficiently expressed by the kind welcome we met 
with ; our supper was a fat-pig, and a bowl of punch, 
yet I had so great a desire to go to bed, as made it to me 
a troublesome piece of kindness. 

* Which has its name from a tOMn ia England. 
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I rose early the next morning, and having taken a view 
of Ipswich, I found it a good haven-town ; their meeting- 
house (or church) is buUt very beautifully, there is store 
of gardens about it, and good land for tillage. 

Mrs. Steward is of a middle size, her face round and 
preUy^ her speech and behaviour gentle and courteous. 
She's all obedience; the hyacinth follows not the sun 
more willingly than she her husband's pleasure ; her 
houshold is her charge, her only pride is to be neat and 
cleanly, she is both wise and religious ; and in a word, 
whatsoever men may talk of magick, there's none charms 
like her. — ^This is the true picture of Mrs. Steward, and 
if I'd attempt her husband's character, the least Lean say 
rfhim is, he is so kind a husband, he is wc»*Uiy of the 
wife he enjoys, and would even make a bad wife good by 
his example. 

Ipswich is a country town not very large, and when a 
stranger arrives there, 'tis quickly known to every one ; 
it is no wonder then, that the next day after our arrival, 
the news of it was carried to Mr. Hubbald,* the minister of 
tfie town, who, hearing I had brought to Boston a great 
venture of learning, did me the honour to make me a visit, 
md afterwards kindly invited me (and my fellow-traveller) 
to his own house, where he was pleased to give us a 
▼cry handsome entertainment. 'Tis no easy matter to 
give a tree -character of Mr. Hubbald. The benefit of 
nature, -and the fatigue of study, have equally contributed 
to his •eminence, neither are we less oblig'd to both than 
himself, for he freely communicates of hi« learning to all 
who have the happiness to share in his converse. In a 
word, he's learned without ostentation and vanity, and 
gives all his productions such a delicate turn and grace 
(as is seen in his printed sermons and History qf the In- 
dian Wars) that the features and lineaments of the child, 
make a clear discovery and distinction of the father ; yet 
is he a man of singular modesty, of strict morals, and has 
done as much for the conversion of the Indians, as most 
men in New-England. 

Having answer'd Mr. Hubbald some questions about 
he books I had brought over, and shewn him a catalogue 

* William Hubbard. Ed. 
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of them, I took my leave, and returned back with Mrs. 
Comfort to her uncle Steward's, with whom she staid tiU 
I returned from Wonasquam, an Indian town, where I 
went next. 

On the road to Wonasquam, I met an Indian woman, 
with her face all over blacked with soot, having a veiy 
sorrowful look, and quickly after two or three Indian men, 
in the same black and mournful condition, that had I been 
alone, it would have frighted me, but having a guide with 
me, I was well enough : Indeed they all passed by us 
yeiy civily, saying only AscowequassumummiSj which is 
in English Good morrow to you. My guide ask'd me if 
I had ever seen any of those black fac'd Indians before ? 
I told him no, and ask'd him what the meaning of it was ? 
He told me they had some relation lately dead, and that 
the blacking of their faces was equivalent to the English- 
men's goinginto mourning for their dead relations. Where 
there is any Indian dead (continued my guide) they ex- 
press it by saying he is in black (that is, he hath some 
dead in his house) and some lay on the soot so very thidc, 
that they clot it with their tears, and this blacking and I 
lamenting they observe divers months, if the person dy- j 
ing be great and publick. 

After a long and difficult ramble, we. came at last to the 
Indian town call'd Wonasquam. It is a very sorry sort of 
a town, but better to come at by land than by water,for 'tis 
a dangerous place to sail by, especially in stormy weather, 

We saw several other mourning Indians in this town; 
and upon inquiry we found that one of the chief Indians ia 
tlie town was lately dead, and was to be bury'd that night 

Having never seen an Indian burial, 1 staid till the so- 
lemnity was over, which was thus perform'd. 

First the gravest among them wound up, and prepar'd i 
the dead body fbr the coffin ; when the mourners came e 
to the grave, they laid the body by the grave's mouth, 
and then all the Indians sat down and lamented, and I 
observ'd tears to run down the cheeks of the oldest 
amongst them, as well as from little children. 

After the dead body was laid in the grave (and in some 
parts, some of their goods are cast in with them) they 
then made a second great lamentation : upon the grave 
\\i<^Y ^pi'cad the matt ttiat the deceas'd flied on, the djsti j^ 
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be eat in, and two of the Indians hung a fair coat of skin 

upon the next tree to the grave, which (as my guide in- 

fionn'd me) none will touch, but suffer it there to rot with 

the dead. 

: There was nothing else remarkable to be seen in the 

[ town, and therefore, as soon as the Indian was bury'd, I 

[ returned back with my guide to Ipswich, and having staid 

some little time, with my worthy friend Mr. Steward, my- 

self and Mrs. Comfort took our le^jves, and made the best 

of our way for Boston ; where we arriv'd to the great 

I satisfaction of my good landlord and his wife. 

! I had now no more business in Nevir-England, but just 

i to pay a farewell to Mr. Burroughs, (that was so kind to 

mc at my first landing) and to shake hands with Mr. Wil- 

kins (my landlord) his wife, and daughter. 

And here I shall first take my leave of Mr. Francis 
Burroughs, for I wanted till now, an opportunity to thank 
him for the many civilities he heap'd upon me in Boston ; 
for he not only lent me money (the true touch-stone of 
friendship) but made me his bed-fellow, got mc the free- 
dom of Boston, and was ihe chief person I advis'd with 
mider any difficulty. 

* His person is handsome (I don't know whether he 
''knows it or no) and his mind has as many charms ; he's 

* a man of remarkable chastity, of a great deal of wit, and 

* his repartees are so quaint, apposite and genteel, 'tis a 

* pleasure to observe how handsomely he acquits himself, 
^ m the mean time he's neither scurrilous nor prophane, 
' but a scrupulous, honest, conscientious man, so that he's 
' what we may call a religious-merchant, and (I was going 
' to say) he hates vice almost as much by nature as grace.' 
And this I think is. his true character ; but I must re- 
member Captain Leg is ready to sail, , and I have other 
farewells to make, and so wordiy friend adieu. . 

. I come next to honest Wilkins, my landlord, for I 
shou'd think myself very unkind, shou'd 1 leave Boston, 
without shaking hands with a person I liv'd with near 
eight months. His person is tall, his aspect sweet and 
smiling, and (tho' but fifty years old) his hair as white as 
BDow. He was formerly a bookseller in Limerick, and 
Bed hither on the account of conscience. He is a person of 
B[ood sense, keeps up the practice of religion in his family, 
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and (upon a nice search mtc all his affairs) I found it had 
a general influence on all the actions of his life : he was 
deservedly chosen a member of Mr^ Willard's church, ' 
and I do think he's a pious man, if there^s such a thing 
in Boston. But dear sir, adieu, for the wind is fair, and 
I must be gone ; but I leave your company wit& as much 
regret as ever I did any earthly blessing. 

My next farewell shall be to Mrs. Wilkins my oblig- 
ing landlady. 

* She's a* tender wife, a kind mother, and is a woman j 

* well poife'd in all huniours ; or, in other words, Mrs^ J 

* Wilkins is a person of an even temper, which rendered f 
^ her conversation more agreeable than those that laugh | 
^ more, but smile less : some there are, who spend more 

* spirits, in straining, for an hour's mirth, than they can 

* recover in a month, which renders 'em so unequal com- 
' pany ; whilst she is always equal, and the same. 'Tis 
^ vertue to know her, wisdom to converse with her, and 
^joy to behold her; or (to do her justice in fewer Jn 

* words) she is the counterpart of her pious husband, 

* who- without her, is but half himself.' I might inlarge, 
but I fear if I write on, I shall lose my passage, and so 
(kind landlady)' adieu. !< 

Having taken leave of the father and mother, my last \^ 
visit must be to the daughter, and sheer gratitude obliges 
to this farewell ; for you Mrs. Comfort may well take it 
amiss, if I shou'd forget your favours to me in your fa- 
ther's house, your pleasaant company to Ipswich^ your 
assistance when I was ill,^ and the noble looking-glass you 
sent my dear, and all thi§ with a world of innocence. 

When the ship was ready to sail, I was attended on 
board by Dr. BuUevant, Mr. Wilkins, Mr. York, Mr. t 
Gouge, Mr. Heath, Mr. Tryon, Mr. Green, and some - 
other of my Boston friends. The captain entcrtain'd 'em z. 
with wine, beer, cyder, and Neats' tongues. I 

So soon as ever my friends were gone oflF to shore,, our ^ 
captain ordered all his guns to fire, which were accompa- 
nied with huzzas and shouts,, and shakingof hats, till wc 
had lost all sight of our friends. 



Kind Boston adieu, part we must, Iho' 'tis pitr ; 
But I'm made tor mankind, and all the world'i's my city. 
Look liow on the shor^, they hoop and they hollow. 
Not lor joy lam goirc, but fcr grief they can't follow. 
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BCB* abater's letter CONC£liNIN& THE ISLANDS OF TRISTAN 



d' ACUNHA. 



Ws Excellency Earl Caledon, Gauemour and Commander in 
Chief of the Cape of Good Hope, &c, &c. &c. 

Cai?e Town, Cape of Good Hope, March Ist, 1811. 

My Lord, 

IN compliance with your lordship^s request, I take 
I liberty of describing the situation and extent of the 
ands of Tristan d' Acunha, as well as what may be 
ine towards the effectual settlement of the large island. 
In December last, when on the coast of Brazil, having 
len in with an American ship, I understood that there 
IS a man on board by the name of Jonathan Lambert, a 
tive of America, who had resolved to establish himself 
. the large island of Tristan d' Acunha for the purpose 
cultivating the soil, and breeding poultry, with other 
)ck, expecting it wt)uld be an inducement for vessels 
ssing in that track to touch for refreshments, when- 
er it might be known. On the fiSth January, ultimo, 
len bound for this place, being in sight of the islands, 
d a short distance from the north side of the principal 
le, I determined on despatching the Charles' boat with 
. officer and crew for the purpose of taking some fresh 
Iter : when Mr. Lambert with two other men were found, 
id reported that they had been landed twenty days, 
aving been before apprized of Mr. Lambert's resolution 
settiing himself on this island, I was desirous of ren- 
ting him every assistance my capacity would allow, 
ccordingly, after the necessary water for the Charles 
IS procured, I landed in a deep cave on the north side, 
t a distance of about one quarter of a mile to the west- 
ird of the inlet there was a spot of ground Lambert had 
sared for a garden : full two acres were laid out in neat 
ds, vridi radish and cabbage plants growing in great 
Kuriance, and more than one inch above the surface. 
dian corn, potatoes, and the pumpkin vine, with the 
tet and musk-melon were also above the ground. In 
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turning up the ground with a spade, a stratum of black 
mould appeared, full two feet deep, over a layer of rich 
reddish clay. 

Not six yards from Lambert's cultivated spot, there is 
a large run of water, which has its source in the mounts 
meandering towards the sea, then falling abruptly about 
50 feet on a shingly beach, and presenting a most beauti- 
ful cascade ; where it would be practicable, with the as- 
sistance of a long hose, to lead the water to a boat or launch^ 
in five fathoms depth. Any vessel might be watered (the 
weather being any ways moderate) 'm twelve hours, pro- 
curing at the same time sufficient quantity of fire wood. 

The anchoring ground oflf the north side of the large , 
island is situated by my observation in latitude 37** 7 
south, and long. 1 V 43' west of Greenwich : the best 
depth for anchoring without the kelp is about twenty 
famoms, black, sandy, oozy bottom, the cascade beariog 
by compass S. i East I mile. 

This anchoring ground is in all respects far preferabk 
to the road of Funchal in the island of Madeira, from tbc 
circumstance of its being a strait shore ; whenever 
it might blow on the coast so as to cause a sea, it would 
be practicable for any vessel to fetch clear of the land 
The cove within the kelp is eligible kr 30 sail of vessels to 
moor in, open to four points of the compass from N.N.E. 
to NIN. W. but no sea would ever make in this cove, as 
almost an entire chain of kelp must prevent the wata: 
breaking in with violence. The depth of water i^ from 
10 to 12 fathoms, sand and oozy. The circuit of the large 
island may be from 15 to 18 miles, rising in an immense 
cone, equal to the Peak of Teneriffe, and might be seen 
in clear weather full SO leagues. 

The land fit to be cultivated, from a rough computation, 
mav not be less than from three to four thousand acres, 
and capable of producing com, vegetable matter of every 
description, cotton, hemp, tobacco, the grape vine, witfl^ 
fruit of every kind the climate may be congenial ta 
The spontaneous grass, herbage and shrubs of the island, 
without doubt would be good grazing and browsing for 
black cattle, goats and sheep. \ 
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Great quantities of fish are about the islands, of the 
rock cod, bass, and mackerel kind, with many crayfish. 
Quantities of kelp, or gigantic fucus^ as termed by the 
naturalist, after going through a certain process might be 
made into barilkij which would answer all the purposes, 
with the elephant oil, to manufacture into soap. Hitherto 
the islands have been visited by vessels that were in search 
of seal skins and oil, and have succeeded in procuring 
' great quantities ; there are yet many seals, and sea ele- 
phants that come ashore in the months of June, July and 
August, from which last animal oil is extracted. Pro- 
curmg seal skins and oil, would be an employment at the 
season, when it would not answer to plant and sow, and 
Would be considerable articles of commerce. As a sub- 
stitute for empty casks to hold the oil as it might be pro-, 
cured, large tanks could be made at a trifling expense, to 
hold from 5,000 to 10,000 gallons each, there being 
enough stone, and in all probability limestone would be 
discovered ; which are the principal materials requisite 
for making the tanks. 

Mr. Lambert expressed to me his desire that I would 
communicate to your Lordship, that he set out with views 
which he trusted would be considered by the British 
Government and the honourable East India Company 
laudable, and deserving their protection and assistance, in 
a way that would promote his undertaking, and endea- 
vours to refresh what vessels might be passing in that 
track of sea. And whenever the sanction of the British 
Government should be known, they giving him the ne- 
cessary assistance, he then would most solemnly declare 
himself allied to that government ; and, by permission, 
display the British flag on the island, reserving to himself 
always the govemourship, provided an equivalent could 
not be agreed upon. 

Permit me to borrow on your lordship*s patience, by 
detaining you a litde longer ; and soliciting as an agent 
tor Mr. Lambert in this enterprize, (so far as may be 
compatible with reason, and as your Lordship may con- 
ceive the undertaking to merit) a small assistance to return 
to the island, as my private means will not be sufficient. 



128 BN EPISCOPACY 

i 

j 

A small vessel from 50 to 100 tons to carry from tlus ' 
colony such young, industrious families as may be willing 
to embark, and any other persons that would be useM 
in tilling the ground, with a few black cattle, goats and 
sheep, and such other small necessaries as would conduce 
to the growth and productions of the island. 

Submitting this note to your Lordship's consideration, 
I have the honour of being with die highest deference, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient 

and most devoted humble servant, 

BENJAMIN F. SEAVER, 

Agent for the proprietors of the 
islands of Tristan d' Acunha. 
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SOME ORIGINAL PAPBRS RESPECTING THE EPISCOPAL CONTROVERSTj 

IN CONNECTICUT, 3IDCCXXII.* ^ 

[From the very choice and valuable Collection of the late Rev. Jowk^ 

Eliot, D.D,] T 

To the Rev. Mr. Andrew and Mr. Woodbridge and others, our* 
reverend Fathers and Brethren, present in the Library of 
Yale CoUcge, this 13th of Sept. 1722. 

Reverend Gentlemen, 

HAVING represented to you the difficulties which wc. 
labour under, in relation to our continuance out of die 
visible communion of an Episcopal church, and a state (^ 
seeming opposition thereto, either as private christians, or, 
as officers, and so being insisted on by some of you (after, 
our repeated declinings of it) that we should sum up 
our case in writing ; we do (though with great reluctance 
fearing the consequences of it) submit to and comply wiA^ 
it : And signify to you that some of us doubt of the va- ' 
lidity, and the rest are more fully persuaded of the inva* 
lidity of the Presbyterian ordination, ill opposition to Episr., 

• See Chandler's life of Dr. S. Johnson, p. 27—4©, for many interesting partt- 
euhirs concerning this occurrence. Ed. 
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copal : and should be heartily thankful to God and man, 
tf we may receive from them satisfaction herein, and shall 
be willing to embrace your good counsels and instruc- 
tions in relation to this important affair, as far as God 
AaH direct and dispose us to it. 

Timothy Cutler, 
A true copy of the original. J John Hart, 

Testify, \ Samuel Wittelset, 

DANIEL BROWN. ) Jarjid Eliot, 

James Wetmore, 
I^AMUEL Johnson, 
Daniel Brown. 



IttTteBL from BBV. J^SEFH H0S9 TO REV. DR. C. MAl^HE^V 

Derby, October 2d, 1722. 

Reverend Sir, 

I PRESUME, though unacquainted, to humbly ask 
your advice and help in a matter of great weight and mo- 
ment, at which we are all amazed and filled with dark- 
ness, in our parts of the country ; viz. no less than five 
Qidained ministers (all but one of our association of New- 
Haven) have declared before the trustees of the college, in 
&c library, when many others also were present, that they 
were fully persuaded that only an Episcopal ordination 
was valid, and according to divine institution, and there- 
fore in as much as their own ordination was by presby- 
ters only, they esteemed it invalid : three of them said that 
notwithstanding, they should go on to administer sacra- 
ments, &c. as before, for a while waiting for further light ; 
but Jf they could get no better light than now they had, 
Aought that in time it would come to that pass with them^ 
that they should proceed no further to minister at the altar 
irithout a reordination by a bishop : two of them pretend- 
ed to be conscience bound at present to cease all sacred 
administrations until they had further light, or an Episco- 
ftd ordination : the aforementioned three are Mr. John 
mrt, Mr. Samuel Whittelsey, Mr. James Wetmore. The 
two abovesaid are Mr. Jared Eliot, Mr* Samuel Johnson. 
And after these, both the rector and tutor of our college 
leclared themselves for Episcopacy ; and that they scru- 
itd communion in sacred things with apy other but the 
17 *voii. ir. 
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church of England ; because of the invalidity of a Pres- 
byterian ordination. I cannot pretend to have set down 
the very words in which these gentlemen declared them- 
selves: but to this purpose, (though in many mcxe 
words) they did declare themselves, in the audience of a 
large assembly of ministers and scholars. Now, reverend 
and learned sir, two things I crave your advice and help ^ 
in : 1st, your advice, in what we shall say. to the peopfe 
over whom these gentlemen were ordained pastors ; (the 
people are uneasy and come to us neighbouring ministers 
for advice, they would choose to have their ministers * 
rather desist their ministry, and have their pulpits free for 
others that may be obtained, but the ministers, I perceive, 
are willing to hold their posts still,) what advice shall we 
give these poor people in their darkness and distress? 
2d, I having not read much upon this controversy, should 
be very glad to have some books that do nervously handle 
this point, concerning ordination by presbyters ; whethec 
good or not ? I have according to my mean ability, stu- 
died the scriptures upon this point many years past, an^ 
have been and now am, most fully satisfied in my own 
mind, that the truth is on our side, and that there is no 
difference between a bishop and a presbyter, jure divii% 
and that there is no such superiour order of church officeis 
as the diocesan bishops are, by divine institution. But 
it is now a time with us, that we must put on our armour 
and fight, or else let the good old cause, for which our 
fathers came into this land, sink and be deserted. I pray, 
sir, that you would furnish me with some such books, as : 
with most strength of reason and argument, plead ouf 
^ause ; especially in this point, of the validity of Presby- 
terian ordination, and I shall be very much obliged ; and 
if the books that may be sent come as lent, I will safely and 
seasonably return them ; but if they come as sold (which 
I rather choose) I will quickly send the money for them. 
There is at Boston, I suppose, Mr. Jeremiah Atwaters of 
New-Haven, who is my brother-in-law, and by whom 
there may be a conveniency of sending to me, or by any 
of our coasting vessels that come to any of the towii| 
neighbouring to New-Haven. I humbly ask your pardoOi 
sir, that I have been so prolix in my writing, and for my 
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presumption in requesting such favours from you as above 
oe^red, which I dare not have done, to so great a supe- 
rior, if it had [not] a reference to the advancement of the 
kingdom of our great Redeemer for which I know you 
are evermore greatly concerned, and are always ready to 
spend and be spent, and in endeavours for its growth and 
ftnirishing estate, you have been in labours more abun- 
dant than any of us. I subscribe, sir, your very humble 
servant, and unworthy fellow-labourer in the gospel, 

Joseph Moss* 

LEjrrSE FROM REV. JOSEFH WEBB TO RET.. DR. C MATHER. 

Fairfield, Oct. 2, 1722. 

Reverend and honoured Sir, 

THE occasion of my now giving you the trouble of 
diese few lines is to me, and I presume to many others, 
melancholy enough. You have perhaps heard before now, 
or will hear before these come to hand, (I suppose) of the 
revolt of several persons of figure among us unto the 
church of England. There's the Rev. Mr. Cutler, rec- 
tor of our college, and Mr. Daniel Brown, the tutor there- 
of. There are also of ordained ministers, pastors of sev- 
eral churches among us, the Rev. Messieurs following, 
nz. John Hart of East Guilford, Samuel Whittlesey of 
Wallingford, Jared Eliot of Kennelworth, [Killingworth] 
Samuel Johnson of West-Haven, and James Wetmore of 
North-Haven. They are the most of them reputed men 
of considerable learning, and all of them of a virtuous and 
blameless conversation. I apprehend the axe is hereby 
laid to the root of our civil and sacred enjoyments ; and 
a doleful gap J opened for trouble and confusion incur 
churches. The churchmen among us are wonderfully 
encouraged and lifted up by the appearance of these gen- 
ttemen on their side. And how many more will, by their 
eumple, be encouraged to go off from us to them, God 
ttdy knows. It is a very dark day with us ; and we need 
phy, prayers and counsel. And I am humbly of opinion 
mat the churches and pastors in your colony are concern- 
Sd, (though something more remotely) as well as we, in 
Ibe present threatenings of Divine .Providence : and I 
caniiot but hope some measures will be concerted by^ 
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yourselves in this juncture for the preservation of the 
good old cause, so signally owned by God, and witnessed 
unto by the practice and sufferings of ^ so many eminent 
ministers and christians. There is with you the advan- 
tage of age, learning, experience, books, &c. and there- 
fore we cannot but earnestly desire your assistance in all 
that is proper on the sorrowful occasion. As for the gen- 
tlemen who have declared themselves in favour of the 
church, some of them declared themselves much in doubt ' 
about the vaUdity of Presbyterian ordination ; others of 
them have (if I remember right) declared their satisfaction 
as to the invalidity thereof. As to this we value them not 
so much, as long as Acts xx. 17 — 28 ; Phil. i. 1 ; 1 Pet, 
V. 1, 2, 3, and other texts are a part of holy scripture; 
though I should be glad of the help of some good argu- 
ments used by those who are skilled in the controversy, 
and have acted well therein. But if our antagonists 
should not be able to answer what may be alleged from 
scripture, &c. concerning the power of presbyters to or^ 
dain, theywill, I conclude, allege that the ordinations 
^mong us were not Presbyterian, because several pas- 
tors in our colony in the more ancient days of it were 
ordained tjy laymen, and those pastors so ordained have 
acted in the later ordinations among us. This the church- 
men among us improve, and^ing every now and then 
about the leather mitten that was laid on the head of the 
Hev. Mr. Israel Chauncy of Stratford, many years ^ncc 
deceased, by one of the brethren acting in his ordination. 
It is also suggested, that tfiSHev. Mr. Andrew of Milford 
was ordained by laymen, ia part at least. What there is 
of truth in it I cannot tell. I heard nothing of this latter 
instance till within about the compass of a week ago. And 
as to what is alleged relating to the Rev. Mr. Chauncy 
of Stratford, deceased, I heard nothing thereof (that I re- 
member) till many years after my ordination. I know 
the Rev. Messieurs Chauncy and Andrew^ abovesaid 
were actors in my ordination, together with the Rev. Mr. 
Walker of Woodbury, deceased. What led those enu- 
nent men, who first settled the country, to allow laymen 
to act in such an affair, is not for me to say. But what 
J would in this case is, how we shall be able to justi^ 
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ourselves if this article be insisted on by our antago- 
rnsts. The notion of these ordinations by laymen will, 
I fear, do us more damage than all the arguments that can 
be brought for the necessity of Episcopal ordination. 
Our condition I look upon, as very deplorable and sad. 
Please to communicate the contents of my letter to your 
venerable and honoured father, and to as many of the 
ministers of Boston, &c. as you judge meet. And let 
me (though unworthy) have, as soon as may be, what 
comfort, hght and strength is needful in our sad circum- 
stances, from as many of you as will please to engage in 
the cause. Thus desiring an interest in your prayers for 
us, I subscribe. 

Reverend and honoured sir, 

your humble servant, 

Joseph Webb.* 

[from ▲ MS. IN THE HAND WRITING OF REV. COTTON MATHER, 
D.D. AND SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN SENT TO THE BRETHREN IN 
CONNECTICUT.] 

THE sentiments of several ministers in Boston, concern- 
ing the duty of the distressed churches, with relation to 

• their pastors, who, in an instrument under their hands, 
have puBlickly declared, that they, some of them, doubt 
the validity y others of them are fully persuaded of the 
invaltdity of the presbyterian ordination. 

It plainly appears, 

I. These new Episcopalians have declared their desire 
to introduce an usurpation and a superstition into the 
church of God, clearly condemned in the sacred scrip, 
toes, which our loyalty and chastity to our Saviour, 
obliges us to keep close unto ; and a tyranny, from which 
die whole church, which desires to be reformed, has groan- 
ed that it may be delivered. 

II. They have had the temerity and presumption to 
deny the ministry and renounce the communion of all 
the Protestant churches in the whole world, except that 
little party that submits to the English episcopacy. Such 
a schism do they run into. 

* Another valoable letter on this subject is mislaid, vhich the present committee 
Ipettly regret If foqnd> it nhaU b? inserted in mi alter part of t|ie yolame. £p. 
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III. The scandalous conjunction of these unhappy men 
with the papists is, perhaps, more than what they have 
themselves duly considered. For, first, the great and 
almost the last clamour with which the papists try to 
peiplex and weaken the reformed churches, is, that their 
ministry is invalid for want of Episcopal ordination. These 
men strengthen the common enemy in the boundless mis- 
chief attempted by this foolish cavil. Secondly, even 
those defectively and imperfectly reforn^ied churches in 
England and Ireland found it necessary to decry the ne- 
cessity of Episcopal ordination, at their first coming out of 
Babylon. They did it generally, notoriously, authenti- 
cally, or they could not have shaken off the mother of 
harlots. God forbid, that v/e should be such grievous 
revolters, as to go back from what the very dawn of the 
reformation arrived unto ! Thirdly, to maintain their 
episcopal ordination they set up that vile, senseless, 
wretched whimsey of an uninterrupted succession, which 
our glorious Lord has confuted with such matters of fact, 
that it is amazing the builders of Babel are not ashamed (^ 
it ; and they will have none owned for ministers of Christ 
in the world, but such as antichrist has ordained for 
him ; such as the paw of the beast hath been laid 
upon, them that they pretend a succession from. Do 
not those men worship the beast, who allow no worship 
in the church but by them who have their consecration le- 
gitimated by a derivation through the hands of the beast 
unto them ? Finally ; it is well known that at this day, 
the men who are well-willers to the claims of a popish 
pretender, are the main assertors of the Episcopal ord(ina- 
tion being essential to their christian priesthood : and 
the most violent and signalized assertors of this para- 
dox are such as decry the happy revolution, which every 
sincere Protestant, and honest and sober Englishman must 
be a friend unto. Will these men unite with such ad- 
versaries ! To their assembly, O my soul, be not thou 
united ! 

IV. They have cast a vile indignity upon those burning 
and shining lights, the excellent servants of God, who 
were the leaders of the flocks that followed our Lord 
Jesus, into this wilderness, and upon the ministry of 
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hem and their successors, in which there has been seen 
he power and blessing of God for the salvation of 
xumy thousands in the successive generations, with a 
mccess beyond what any of them, who set such an high 
iralue upon their Episcopal ordination, could ever boast 
rf. A degenerate offspring have declared these men 
>f God, than whom the world has rarely been illuminated 
with brighter stars, to be no true ministers of Christ, but 
jsurpers of the ministry and invaders of a sacred office, 
X)bbcrs that have not entered in by the door. They have 
ilso treated with the utmost contempt the glorious cause 
ind work of God, by which the churches of the Lord in 
his country have been so remarkably distinguished, and 
mcouraged the posterity of our faithful predecessors to 
ihake off the faith and order of the gospel, which was the 
tnain end that the country was planted for. 

V. They have done what is likely to throw the churches 
jf the country into disturbance and confusion, beyond 
my thing they have ever yet met withal, and animate an 
ingodiy generation to set up a lifeless religion and an irre- 
igious life, in the room of that which has hitherto been 
3ur glory. 

VI. They have rashly done all this, before they have 
iised the most proper means to obtain the light which they 
pretend they are looking for. They have not read many 
of the most enlightening treatises, and they have not once 
addressed, so much as by writing to them, those persons, 
for their satisfaction, who are, of all, the most capable of 
enlightening them. 

VII. It may be some of the churches are not satisfied, 
what these gentlemen intend by waiting for further light. 

VIIL In the mean time it is to be doubted, how they 
can lawfully and honestiy go on with their pastoral admin- 
istrations, and keep on good terms with the last words 
in the fourteenth chapter to the Romans : inasmuch as it 
is affirmed, that those of them whose doubts had made 
the least impression on them, yet professed, that if the 
doubts which they now have should continue unremoved, 
they could not go on with the exercise of their ministry. 

IX. The offence which these backsliders have given to 
all the churches has been such, that the particular churches 
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to which they belong may, and should make them sensi- 
ble, that they are greatly offended at them : and we sec 
not why the flocks may not as much decline the owning of 
them for their ministers, as they themselves question the 
validity of their ministry. The churches, by continuing^ 
to acknowledge the pastoral relation and oversight of these 
men, may give them greater opportunities to produce and 
increase [insidious] parties among them, than they may 
be at first well avi^are of. 

X. Nevertheless, and after all, we have not heard all 
that these gentlemen have to say for themselves. And 
we ought to do nothing rashly : the peace of God, also, in 
the utmost expressions of reasonable charity should rule on 
such occasions ; and we cannot watch too much against 
the wrath of man, insinuating on such occasions, which 
will not work the righteousness of God. It is likewise 
to be remefnbercd, that none of these men were ordained 
without a council of churches, to countenance their intro- 
duction into the ministry. It seems therefore necessary^ 
that the churches which withdraw from the ministry of the 
men, that have so disappointed them, and disobliged them, 
should have some countenance and assistance and instruc- 
tion from a council of churches for what they have to do 
in this lamentable affair. But the councils ought to be 
so chosen, that the churches may reasonably expect im- 
partial proceedings in them : and therefore the choice had 
not best be limited by such prudential rules of vicinity, 
as might be agreed when there were no such extraordi- 
nary occasions to be imagined. Perhaps the General 
Court may see cause, upon these awful and grievous and 
threatening occurrences, to nominate a very large council 
of churches, to consider what may be the duty of the day, 
especially for those churches that are more immediately 
now encumbered. 

May the glorious Head of the church, whose name is 
the Counsellor, graciously grant his counsel to his people, 
that they may let no men take away their crown ; but may 
faithfully preserve his institutions. 
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A VAITHFVL RELATION OF X LATE OCCURRENCE IN THE CHURCHES 

OF NEW-ENGLAND. 

[Not very candid or tefhperate^ iffaithfuL £d.] 

. NEW-ENGLAND has lately had in it an occurrence, 
that has been a matter of some surprise, and much dis- 
course unto the country. 

The colony of Connecticut being willing to have their 
ehurches well aipplied, from an education in the princi- 
ples which moved their predecessors to settle in those 
parts of the world, erected not long ago a college at New- 
xlaven. This little college or collegiate school, which 
wears the name of Yale College, was lately so unhappy 
as to borrow a pastor of a church at Stratford, whose name 
is Mr. Timothy Cutler, for a rector. This man was a 
secret Episcopalian, of such high flights that he looks upon 
his Presbyterian ordination as a nullity ; and the acts of 
his ministry as invalid ; and his invitation to the rectorate of 
that collegiate school, was the more agreeable to him for 
its delivering him from a ministry which he took to be a 
cheat : it also gave him an opportunity privately to de- 
stroy the principal intention of the academy, and blow up 
the churches which he appeared a friend unto. He pri- 
vately for some time carried on a conversation with sev- 
eral young ministers of the neighbouring churches, whose 
frequent meetings at his house were what the people 
knew not what interpretation to put upon. At last, by a 
strange coincidence of several circumstances, the plot 
broke out sooner, than it is thought they would have had 
it ; for on September 13th, the day after their commence- 
ment, these men appeared in the publick library before the 
trustees oj^ the college, and many other ministers ; and 
there exhibited a short instrument wherein they declared, 
that some of them doubted the validity, and others of them 
were fully persuaded of the invalidity of their Presbyte- 
rian ordination : signed by Cutler the rector, and Brown 
a tutor of the school ; and five more that were young or- 
dained pastors of churches in the neighbourhood. The 
trustees were very 'much distressed on an occasion so un- 

18 VOL. II, 
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expected, and so likely to be attended with a train of 
unhappy consequences : but they treated the men witb 
all the charity, and lenity, and forbearance that the case 
would possibly admit of Nevertheless, the action and 
apostasy of these men has caused a considerable commo- 
tion in the minds of the people, not only in the churches 
more immediately betrayed, but also through all the ' 
country. 

It has appeared marvellous unto them, that a little knot of 
young men that had read very little of the controversy, but 
only a few Episcopalian things which their library at New- 
Haven had been unhappily stocked withal, with little or 
nothing, of the antidote, (and indeed the most that the poor 
children have to subsist upon is the pretended epistles of 
Ignatius, which yet, if they were not impostures, would 
be of no service to them !) that these young men should 
have the temerity and presumption to declare for an usur- 
pation in the church of God, so clearly condemned in the 
holy scriptures ; which it is the profession and endeavour 
of those churches to keep close unto ; yea, and thereupon j 
to deny the ministrj'^ and renounce the communion of all 
the protectant churches in the world, except that little 
party that submits to the English Episcopacy ! It has 
amazed them to see tlie sons of New-England strengthen 
and assist the common enemy, by coming into the great, 
and almost the last clamour with which the papists are 
trying to weaken and perplex the reformed churches, and 
that when it is notorious, that the whole body of our first 
reformers at their coming out of Babylon, decried the 
necessity of an Episcopal ordination, and found that they 
could not shake off the mother of harlots, without their 
doing so : 'they should in such a country go back from 
what the very dawn of the reformation arrived unto ! 

It has caused some indignation in them, to see the vile 
indignitj'- cast by these cudweeds upon those excellent ' 
servants of God, who were the leaders of the flock that 
followed our Saviour into this wilderness : and upon the 
ministry of them, and their succej^sours, in which there 
has been seen for more than fourscore years together, the 
power and blessing of God for the salvation of many thou- 
sands in the successive generations ; with a success beyond 
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^what any of them which set such an high value on the 
Episcopal ordination could ever boast of! To vilify this 
as an invalid ministry ; for a degenerate offspring to de- 
clare those men of God, and those burning and shining 
fi^ts, to be no true ministers of Christ ; but invaders 
and intriiders upon a sacred office ; and robbers that have 
not entered in by the door ; they cry out upon it, Good 
God, unto what times hast thou reserved us ! 

That which very much adds to the concern on the 
minds of the good people, is, that such high flyers as these, 
vho derive their ordinations from Rome, do generally dis- 
cover themselves too well affected unto a popish pretender, 
and enemies to the happy revolution : and though of late 
several' conversions to high church have been made among 
their children, wherein to their honour, the great con- 
verter has been a foolish and sorry toy-man, who is a pro- 
fessed Jacobite, and printed a pamphlet to maintain that 
the God whom king William and the churches there 
prayed unto, is the devil ! — (horresco referens !) yet the)^ 
commonly lament it, that the church rarely gains a prose- 
lyte, but king George loses a subject. 

It is a sensible addition, unto their horrour, to see the 
horrid character of more tiian one or two, who have got 
themselves qualified with Episcopal ordination, to fortify 
little and wretched parties, in disturbing the churches of 
New- England, and come over as missionaries, perhaps to 
serve scarce twenty families of such people, in a town of 
several hundred families of christians, better instructed than 
the very missionaries : to think, that they niust have no 
other ministers, but such as are ordained, and ordered by 
them, who have sent over such tippling sots unto them : in- 
stead of those pious and painful and faithful instructers 
"which they are now blessed withal ! The churches treat 
these new invalids with much civility, and such as can go on 
in their ministry they allow to do so. But the spirit of the 
country, and their zeal for the pure and undefiled religion 
and profession of their fathers, has been so conspicuous 
on this occasion ; and the folly of the deserters has been so 
manifest unto all men (and unto some of themselves) that 
Uicy will proceed no further. The apostasy will stop 
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' here ; and what has happened, will strongly serve to the 
establishment of the churches, and the abettors of these 
disorders may spare any further pains for the furnishing 
of the country with such missionaries. Nor will they be 
received there by any but a few people of such a charac* \ 
ter as will be no great honour either to Christianity, or to 
the church of England. 

Since tlie writing of this faithful relation, a letter from 
a very eminent person in the government of Connecticut, , 
dated Nov. 9, 1722, has these passages : 

* The endeavours of the trustees of the college have 

* been so far succeeded, as to remove the scruples of those 

* ministers, who had entertained some about their ordina- 

* tions ; so that we have a prospect of peace in the churches 

* they were set over, and that they may go on in the wcMi 

* of the ministry with hope of success. We are not with- 

* out hopes, that what had so fearful a tendency to the pre- 
*judice of that gospel-order, which the churches here 

* have from the beginning observed, may rather tepd to 

* their confirmation therein.' 



HISTORICAL SKETCH OP BROOKLINK. 

Extracted from a discourse^ delivered there^ 24 November^ 1805, /if 
ddi/^ which completed a century from the incorporation of the tornnt 
with alterations and additions.* % Jd^N Pierce, A.M. SJf.S. Th 
jyih minister of BrookUne. 

BROOKLINE lies westerly from Boston, about four 
miles in a straight line from the old state-house. 

It is bounded on the north by Brighton ; on the west 
by Newton ; on the south by Roxbury ; on the east bf 
Roxbury and by Cliarles-river bay, which separates it from 
Boston. ' 

It belonged to Suffolk county, till the year 1793, when, 
on the division of this countv, it became a part of Nor- 
folk. 

* The tesit was fiem Exodus xii. 14, *<This day shall he unto you for a memf 
rial." ^ 
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The name,* originally given by our ancestors to this 
town, wa^ Muddy-rivcnf It was thus denominated from 
the stream which is one of its eastern boundaries. 

This town appears to have formed a part of Boston 
fifom its first settlement. For so early, as 1633, the fol- 
lowing account is given of it in a book, entitled New Eng- 
' land's Prospect.^ " The inhabitants of Boston, for their 
" enlargement, have taken to themselves farm houses in 
"a place called Muddy-river, two miles fix)m their town, 4 
" where is good ground, large timber, and store of marsh 
. " land and meadow. In this place they keep their swine 
" and other cattle in the summer, whilst the com is on the 
** ground at Boston ; and bring them to town in the win- 
« ter." 

By the records of Boston it appears, that special privi- 
leges were early granted in this place to the poor. For 
the first ^mention, they make of it, is in a vote,|| taken in 
the year 1635, by which it is ordered, " that the poorer 
** sort of inhabitants, such as are members, or likely so to 

be, and have no cattle, have their proportion of allot- 

ments for planting ground, laid out at Muddy-river by 

the aforenamed five persons ; those, that fall between 
" the foot of the hill and the water, to have four acres upon 
" a head, and those farther off to have five." Thiy privi- 
lege was to continue three years. 

Agreeably to this resolve, th^re are recorded the names^f 
of one hundred and two.persons, who received their por- 
tion of acres according to the numbers, of which tibeir 
families respectively consisted, and according to the part 
of the town, they occupied. That a large proportion of 
these emigrated hence, it is probable from this considera- 

* Bj what name it was forroerW known to the Indians, whether it were ji part 
^ Nonan turn, now Newton, or of Shawmat, now Boston, whether it were connect- 
ed by them with anj neigfhhouriiig town, or had a distinct name, the aathor, after 
the most industrious researches, has been unable to ascertain. 

f The first historical notice, I find of it, is in Got. Wiuthrop's Journal, under 
|he date of the 30th of August, 1632, where he speaks often Sagamores and many 
Indians, assembled at Muddy-river. The govemour sent an officer with twenty 
musketeers to discover their object ; but they were dispersed, before his arriyal. 

t Page 44. 

$ Meaning in a direct line across the water, oyer which they generally used to 
pass in boats, when they came to their farms in this place. 

II See Boston records. Vol. I. p. 4, 5. 

f For these eoniali the index to VoL L of the Boston rceordt. 
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tion, that but ten, who bear these names, are now living 
in the town, and that four of these arc not natives of the 
place.* 

In the year 1639, " it was agreed" by the govemmcirf 
of this commonwealth, " that five, hundred acres be laid 
*' out at Muddy-river for perpetual commonage tq, thc^ 
** inhabitants there and the town of Boston, before any. 
" other allotments are made.^f This was all however 
gradually alienated by subsequent grants.f 

The latter part of this year, the boundary line between 
Boston and Roxbury, at Muddy-river, was amicably 
adjusted by a committee from each town ; and the next ' 
year, 1640, by the same process, the limits between this 
place and Cambridge, which then comprehended Cam- 
bridge, Brighton, and Newton, were settled in the same 
harmonious manner.^ 

At peace with their neighbours, the inhabitants of this 
place remained in quiet connexion vvith their parent town, 
till the year 1686. By reason of the inconvenience of at. ■■ 
tending business within the peninsula, they then petition- 
ed the general court, and obtained leave, to manage their 
own affairs by men, chosen from among themselves, and 
to be exempt from rates to the town ^ of Boston. The 
conditions were, that they should support their own ex- 
penses ; and " within one year erect a school, and provide 
" an able reading and writing master.'*|| 

At their next meeting, the inhabitants of Muddy-river 
Voted their acceptance of this grant and compliance with 
its conditions.1[ At the same time they made provision 
for the maintenance of a schoolmaster. It is therefore 
probable, that, in the true spirit of our New England an- 
cestors, they thus early attended to the instruction of youth, , 
though, at this period, there is an interruption in our ^ 
records for a series of years. 

• The present natives of the town, who beai* the namcjs of the first settlers, are 
Davis, Griggs, Harris, Jackson, Winchester, and White, 
t See records in the secretary's office. 

A See Boston records, Vol. I. passim. \ 

§ See records in the secretary's office. | 

II For this and all other information relating to the incorporation of Brooklioe, 
•ee a bundle of documents, on file in the secretary's office of this commonwealth, 
under the date of 1705. \ 

\ See Brookline records, Vol. I. p. 3. 
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While providing for their comfortable subsistence and 
!br the education of their children, we are not to suppose, 
iiat they were inattentive to religious institutions. They 
jubjected themselves to great inconveniences, before 
Lhey could erect a house of worship, in uniting with a 
neighbouring society. Tradition informs us, that they 
regularly assembled with the first church in Roxbury ; 
Mid by the records of that church it appears, that they 
wrere admitted, on equal terms with its own members, to 
partake the benefit of gospel ordinances and institutions. 

In the year 1698, when the committee, chosen, by the 
own of Roxbury to seat the people in the meeting house^ 
vere about to meet, they requested a committee from the 
nhabiAnts of Muddy-river to sit and act with them.* 
^t this meeting, it was unanimously agreed, that the in- 
habitants of Muddy-river should enjoy a right to the fifth 
>art of the said meeting house, they paying a fifth part of 
lU the past and present charges, which did arise from re- 
pairing the same. To this condition they readily assented ; 
aid they continued ever after peaceably to unite in the pub- 
ick worship of God, till a house was erected in this place. 

Unconnected in a great degree with Boston, separated 
rom it by water and an intervening town^ and not meet- 
ng with it for municipal or religious purposes, the inhab- 
tants of this village came at length to feel no bond of 
tnion with their parent town. Besides these circumstances, 
he increase of their numbers and wealth imboldened 
hem to seek a complete separation.! 

Accordingly in March, 1701, they requested the con- 
€nt of Boston for reasons, which they specify, ** to be a 
* district or hamlet separate from the town."t 

Instead of granting their request, the inhabitants of 
Xoston rigorously exercised over them all the authority, 
hey possessed. t 

Finding their application to Boston inefiectual, they re- 
olved to apply to still higher powers. They therefore, 
1 June 1704, petitioned the governour, council, and as- 
cmbly, "that they might be allowed to be a separate 
illage."t 

On this, the inhabitants of Boston had several meetings, 
armly remonstrated against the petition, and represented 

* See Brookline records. 

- See aCoremcntioQcd docttments in th^ secretary's office. 
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the request, as highly ingrateful in this people, after having 
experienced so many favours.* Their petition was at 
this time rejected. 

They however persisted in their request ; and, in the 
summer of 1705, presented a petition! to be incorporated,; 
signed by thirty two freeholders. 

" TO his Excellency th^Govemour, Council^ and Assembly in Genmi] 
Court convened^ The humble petition of the inhabitants of Muify 
river showetli, 

" That at a session of this honourable court held at Bos- 
ton, on the 13th day of August, 1704, the said inhabi- j 
tants exhibited their humble petition, praying that the said 
Muddy-river might be allowed a separate village or pecu- 
liar, and be invested with such powers and rights,^s ibsj 
may be enabled by themselves to manage the general af- 
fairs of the said place. Which petition has been urans- 
mitted to the selectmen of the town of Boston, that thqr 
may consider the same ; since which your humble peti- 
tioners not having been informed of any objection made fay 
the town of Boston aforesaid, we presume, that there is no 
obstruction to our humble request made in our petition. 

" Wherefore we humbly beseech your excellency, that 
this honourable court will be pleased to proceed to pass 
an act for the establishing of the said place a separate vil- 
lage or peculiar with such powers as aforesaid, and your 
petitioners shall ever pray, 



Samuel SewaU, jun. 
Thomas Gardner 
Benjamin White 
Thomas Stedman 
John Winchester 
Samuel Aspinwall 
Eleazer Aspinwall 
William Sharp 
Edward Devotion 
Josiah Winchester, jun. 
John Ellis 

John Winchester, jun. 
Thomas Woodward 
t Holland 



Josiah Winchester 
John Devotion 
Joseph Gardner 
Thomas Stedman, jun. 
John Ackers 
Joshua Stedman 
Thomas Gardner, jun. 
Ralph Shepard 
Abraham Chamberlain 
Peter Boylston 
John Ackers, jun. 
William Ackers 
Benjamin White, jun. 
Caleb Gardner 
John Seaver 
Henry Winchester." 



^ Gardner, jun. 
Joseph White 

* See aforementioned docuraenta in the secretary's office. 
f There is no date to the petition. 

4: These christian names^ b«ing at the bottom^ were \rom off*. See doei 
in the secretary's office. 
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This petition, having passed through the various read- 
ings both in the assembly and in the council, was finally 
granted ; and the signature of the governour incorporat- 
ing it, as a distinct town, by the name of Brooklin e, was 
obtained, on the thirteenth of November, O.S. 1705. 
They were " enjoined^' by the act " to build a meeting 
•* house, and to obtain an able, orthodox minister, accord- 
" ing to the direction of the law, to be settled among them 
" within the space of three years."* But so small were 
their numbers, and so moderate their circumstances, that 
they were not able to comply with this injunction. 

It is supposed, that the town was called Brookline, not 
from Brooklyn in England ; but from the circumstance, 
that Smelt brook, which runs by Sewall's farm, so called, 
is a boundary line between this town and Cambridge ; and 
that another brook, which falls into Muddy-river, is a 
boundary between this town and Roxbury. 

Judge Sewall, in his manuscript journal, speaks of this 
place by the name of Brooklin long before its incorpora- 
tion. He calls it so as early, as 1687, and often uses it in 
other parts of his journal, before 1705. 

It was not customary, when this town was incorporated, 
to engross acts of incorporation on parchment. Of course, 
no such record of this town is to be found in the secre« 
tary^s oflBice of this commonwealth. 

But by an endorsement on the petition there lodged, it 
IS expressly stated, that it was incorporated by the name 
of Brookline. 

In the copy of the act, which the secretary was direct- 
ed to send to Brookline, in the records of this town, it is 
spelt in the same ihanner. 

These facts are sufficient forever to settle tlie long con- 
tested and variously decided question respecting its or- 
. Aography. 

It is a common tradition, that, previously to the incor- 
poration of Brookline, the eastern boundary of this place 
was Muddy-river to its source ; and that, when this town 
was incorporated, through the influence of Gov. Dudley 
. in favour of Roxbury, where he lived, the boundary was 

• See ** a copy of Brookline's grant," nrhich was sent to this town by the secre- 
tary of the conunonwealthy and nf hicb may be found in Brookline records. Vol. 
h p. IS. 

1.9 voJk* XI* 



14ft HIST0R1CAL SKETCH 

moved back from Muddy-river, where it ought to be, to 
the brook, which now forms it. 

But, when a man is unpopular, nothing is more com- 
mon, than to allege against him charges, which cannot be 
supported. 

By old deeds in possession of those, who now live be- ; 
tween Muddy-river and Btookline, it appears, that the 
territory between these two places was known by tUb 
name of Roxbury precinct, long before the incorporatioa 
of Brookline. This precinct is in repeated instances said 
to be bounded on the east by Muddy -river. 

In an old deed of eighteen acres, given in 1675, twenty 
seven years before Gov. Dudley came to the chair, thi 
land is said to be in Roxbury, and to be bounded on the- 
northwest by the dividing line, which separates Roxbury 
from Boston. From the land described, this line is knowa^ 
to run up the lane, which passes by the engine house, io 
a southwesterly direction, and which is now the boundary 
between Roxbury and Brookline.* 

In May, 1780, the town of Brookline was surveyed, 
and found to contain 4416 acres.f 

In the year 1709, they sent their first representativej 
to the general court. 

It was not till the tenth of November, O.S. 1714,^ nine 
years after the incorporation. of the town, that their fir^' 
meeting KbuseH was raised. 

In the February previous to this, a committee of the 
general court, in consequence of a petition from this town^ 
having viewed the several places, proposed by the inhab» 
itants, unanimously approved of the spot for erecting * 
house of worship.1[ 

The covenant was read in publick, and this church 
was gathered, 26 October, 1717, by the Rev. Mr. 
Thayer of the second church in Roxbury. At that time, 



• See old deeds iii the hands of Capt. Wyman and others in that vieiiiUy. 

t See Town records. ^ John Winchester. 

§ Samuel Sewall junior's manuscript jonrnal. 

II The vote to huild it passed, 2 December, 1713. Town records. 

% See records in the secretary's office. It appears, there was some division ot 
opinion among the inhabitants respecting the most convenient place. But we htir 
Ot no diBsatisfaetioD^ after the report of tne court's committee. 



^^ OP BROOKLINE. i4!f 

:een males and twenty two females were united in 

1 fellowship.* 

the twenty first of November, in the same year, the 

ground was located.t 

istj was observed, on the twenty tiiird of July, 

to seek divine direction in the ordination of a min- 

the fifth of November, in the same^ear, the rever- 
mes Allen, ) a native of Roxbury, was ordained the 
tinister of this church and people. || 
I character of Mr. Allen, as given by his contempo- 
ff and by persons of this society, who yet remem- 
m, is that of a pious and judicious divine. The 
miscellaneous sermons now extant, which were 
bed during his life, do equal honour to his head and 
lit.** 

kline church records. f Town records. 

ley. Br. Cotton Mather and the Rev. Dr. Colman of Boston officiated on 
km. Jadge Sewali's manuscript journal. , 

as graduated at Harvard University, 1710. 

Rev. Mess'rs. Wadsworth and Colman of Boston prayed. Dr. Cetton 
of Boston gave the charge. The Rev. Mr. Shepard of Lynn, whose 
Mr. Allen afterwards married, gave the right hand of fellowship. It is 
Mr. Allen himself preached the sermon, as was the custom of those 
hnrch records. 

>nly snrviver, who joined the church in Mr. Allen's day, is Mr. EHuunwDL 
er, now living in Newton, aged about 86 years. He became a member^ 
iber, 1737. He is the father of the late Elhanan Winchester, who was 
rookline, 1751, and who, without an academical education, commenced a 
>acher, and gathered the church of this denomination in Newton. After- 
became an itinerant preacher of the doctrine of restoration in various 
I of England and America. He published several volumes on this subject; 
it Hartford, in Connecticut, 1797. His system is a close imitation of the 
ihanncy's and others. fHis father became in fine a shaker, and died at 
in September, 1810, Ml. 91. So that he was first a congregationalist, 
v-light, then a baptist, then a aniversalist, and at last a shaker. It is said, 
dared on his deatli-bed, " In every other denominatum I have had mjr 
but now I am sure, that 1 am right."] 

Allen's printed discourses are, 

hanksgiving sermon, « What shall I render," from Psalm cxvi. 12. 

22.- 

1^ wheels of the world governed by a vise Proviaence," Ezekiel i. 15, 

he doctrine of merit exploded, and humility recommended," Luke xvii. 

hunder and earthquake, a loud and awful call to reformation,^' Isaiah 

\ Fast sermon, occasioned by the earthquake in 1727. 

angelical obedience the way to eternal life," a sermon to a society of 

nin Urookline, Mat xix. 16, 17. 1731. 

be eternity of God, and the short life of man considered," a sermon on 

of Samuel Aspinwall, A.M. Psalm cii. 11,12. 1733. 

tf a^istracy an institution of Christ ypon the throne/' a& fileetiM ter- 

h VI. 1. ir44. 
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In July, 1743, he wrote to a convention of ministers i 
Boston an account of an attention to religion among hi 
people* In this letter he writes, " There have been score 
'' of persoris under awakenings. Yea, I have sometime 
" thought, there has not been a single person of my cor 
" gregation, but has been more or less under concer 
" about the important matters of another world, and whj 
" he should do to be saved. Though these impressions 
" I fear, are worn off in many ; in others, I have no rej 
" son to doubt, but they have been carried to a sound an 
" saving conversion. Additions to the church have bee 
^' considerable for numbers of such^ as, I hope, throng 
*' grace shall be saved ; and chiefly of younger persons 
*• one of but eleven years of age, and another in th 
" eleventh and last hour of life, being above seventy 
" three of a liberal education, two of them since hopefi 
" young preachers."* 

Afterwards, from peculiar circumstances, perhaps froi 
the apostasy of some, who had appeared strong in the faitl 
Mr. Allen was led to alter his views of this revival. Th 
produced an ahenation among some of his former friends 
so that the evening of his life was not so bright, as ws 
the meridian of his ministry. • 

The illness, of which he died, was a lingering consumj 
tion. The clergyman,! who supplied his pulpit, durin 
his confinement, speaks of his last days, as happy. ^' B 
" was," says he, "in a frame becoming a christian. H 
•* told me, he had a hope, which he would not part wit 
" for a thousand worlds ; but he desired to have the ligl 
** of God's countenance shining upon him, in such 
" manner, that he might be fearless ; and longed to ha\ 
" stronger desires to depart, and be with Christ." 

Thus, " after he had served his generation, by the wi 
of God, he fell on sleep," the eighteenth of February 
1 747, in the fifty sixth year of his age, and in the twei 
ty ninth of his ministry. 



» Fop tl>e whole of tin's letter, see « The Christian History," &c. published ; 
3oston, 1743, vol. I. p. 394. 

t The Rev. John Walley, in his journal. He was afterwards minister of Ij 
-wieh and of Bolton. 
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The additions to the church during his ministry were 
ene hundred and fifteen, besides forty four, who owned 
the covenant without coming to the Lord's table. The 
baptisms were two hundred and sixty one.* 

After Mr. Allen's decease, the church and people gave 
I call to Mr. Cotton Br own,t son of a former minister 
of Haverhill. He was accordingly ordained, the twenty 
sixth of October, 1748.t So short was his ministry, 
that his people had hardly an opportunity to become ac- 
quainted with him, before he was summoned to the world 
^spirits.} This happened, the thirteenth of April, 1751, 
when he had been ordained but little more, than two 
years, and in the twenty fifth year of his age. 

The additions to the church, while he was minister, 
-were only two, admissions to the baptismal covenant 
two, and baptisms twenty four. 

The Rev. Samuel Haven, afterwards of Portsmouth, 
and the Rev. Stephen Badger, afterwards of Natick, were 
next successively invited to settle in this place, and each 
returned a negative answer. 

After this, the Rev. Robert Rogerson,|| a foreigner, re- 
ceived and accepted an invitation to settle here in the 
ministry. But certain difficulties arising, he was dismis- 
sed by a mutual council.lf 

Then Mr. Nathaniel Potter** of Elizabethtown, New 
Jersey, was called to the pastoral office, and was ordain- 
ed, the nineteenth of November, 1755. But after he 
had been in the ministry about three years and a half, he 
was dismissed, agreeably to his request, the seventeenth 
of June, 1759.tt 

* There was at this period no regular record of marriages or of deaths.. 

t He was graduated at Cambridge, 1743. 

i The Rev. Messrs. Cotton of Newton and Walter of Roxbury prayed. Dr. 
Appleton of Cambridge gave the cliarge ; and the Rev. Mr. Townsend of Need- 
luun, the right hand of fellowship. The Rev. Samuel Cooke of Cambridge 
Ireaehed the sermon from 2 Tim. ii. 2, which was printed. 

§ His disorder was a violent fever, 

H He had a degree of A. M. conferred at Cambridge, 1765. 

^ The difficulties, which arose, were not so much between him and the people* 
tt between different parties among the people. He was afterwards settled at Re- 
iboboth, where he passed a long life in the ministry, highly beloved and respected, 
ttid eminently useful. 

** He was graduated at Princeton, New Jersey, 1753. 

' tt He published a discourse, delivered here, 1 January, 1758, frQia Jeremiak 
^jS* 90p eatiU«4 % new yeax 'f gift. 
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The admissions to the church within jthis period wferc 
fifteen. Five owned the covenant ; and forty were bap- 
tized. 

Immediately after his departure, the eyes of the peo- 
ple were generally directed toward Mr. Joseph Jackson.* 
being a tutor at the neighbouring University, he had 
frequently preached in this place. Recollecting his ac- * 
ceptable services, they chose him to officiate, as the sole 
candidate. He was soon invited to settle here in the 
ministry ; and was ordained, the ninth of April, ITGO.f 

With what diligence, fidelity, devotion, and zeal hs. 
sustained the pastoral office, many can now* testify. 
Though dead, he still lives in their memories and hearts. 

Not only among his affisctionate people ; but in the 
societies, where he occasionally officiated, he was highly 
acceptable, as a preacher. Yet, such was his extreme^ , 
modesty, such his diffidence, that he refused to preach*; 
on several publick occasions. J Never would he consenf ■ ' 
to issue a sermon from the press, though 'often and eai^'j 
nestly solicited. J "^J 

As proof of the generosity and aiFection of his peo-**] 
pie toward him, though they were great sufferers by thtf^ 
late inveterate war with Great Britain, they regularly pro-^; 
vided for his comfortable support, while many were con- 
tent to discharge their obligations in contracts by the* 
mere payment cf the nominal sums in depreciated cur* 
rency . || ** 

In the year 1759, Samuel White, Esq. gave a valua-^j 
ble woodlot in a neighbouring rtown for the usa of the J 
ministry in Brookline. ^; 



ti 



* He was graduated at Cambridge, 1753, and was, for several years, a mach n»^ 
spected tutor at the University. 

f The Rev. Mr. Storer of Watertown and the Bev. Dr. Peraberton of Bostot; 
prayed. Dr. Appleton of Cambridge gave the charge ; and the Rev. Mr. Cheek*'" 
ley of Boston, the right hand. Dr. Cooper of Boston preached the sermon frGm 
5S Tim. i. 7, whieh was printed. 

+ At the Artillery Election, 17C1 ; at the General Election, 17C9, and in 17W * 
before the convention of ministers. 

§ He even lefl positive orders to have all his manuscripts destroyed, knmedU 
ately after his decease. 

II In like manner, after the peace, when tlie precious metals greatly depred* 
ated, all his expenses, which exceeded hrs income, were allowed him from year 
to year above his stated salary. Town records. 
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In May, 1762, the town received three hundred and 
; right half-johannes,* which Mr. Edward Devotion very 
generously bequeadied to the town of Brookline, the in- 
terest of which is to be regularly appropriated to the use 

'. of schools. 

The town voted to build a steeple to their house, in 
kSqptembcr, 1771, and to accept with thankfulness the 
f bdl, which was the generous present of the late Nicholas 
:Boylston, Esq. 

in the dangers, which threatened, and in the evils, 
[ ivhich resulted from the late arduous conflict with our 
^ mother countr}^, the inhabitants of this town bore their 
i full share. It is but just to add, that they unitedly man- 
ifested the spirit of freemen.f 

The fortifications* at Sewall's point in this town are 

standing memorials of the dangers, to which they were 

exposed from the neighbouring enemy. When the 

mord was first drawn, and hostilities commenced, they 

rushed with ardour, as volunteers, into the embattled 

field ; and onej of their most active, respectable, useful, 

beloved townsmen fell a victim to his patriotism* and 

in his country's cause. 

By their delegate to the convention, the Rev. Joseph 

ackson, this town declared in favour of the federal con- 

tution. 

In May, 1781, a building spot was purchased ; and, in 
the course of this and the subsequent year, a house was 
erected for the use of tlie ministry. 

In the summer of 1787, an engine company was form- 
ed by an equal number of the inhabitants of Brookline 
d Roxbury. The engine is in Brookline near the boun- 
daiy line between the two towns. 

On the twenty second of July, 1796, the Rev. Joseph 
lackson was removed by a sudden and awful death, in 

* Eqnal to 739 pounds 4 shillings in lawful money. After some losses by pa- 
■|er money, the principal is now 2280 dolls. 65 cts. 

t So early 5 as 1767, they unanimously voted, that this town will take all pru- 
BQt and legal measures to promote industry, economy, and manufactures, and to 

mrage the use of European superfluities. 

1768 they sent a committee to Faneuil hall to meet similar committees front 
ier a^fricTed towns ; and in 1772 they chose a committee of correspondence to 
'-^' with others of a like description ia consuUiDg the general good. Town 

df. 

t UatQ Gardner^ £iq. ^ 
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the sixty second year of his age, and the thirty seventh 
of his ministry.* His health had been gradually decay- 
ing for a considerable time. The loss of an only son, 
six years before, was evidently instrumental in bringing 
him " down with sorrow to the grave." 

For some time before his death, he exhibited many 
presages, and expressed confident expectations of ap- 
proaching dissolution. But it was then, as it had beeo 
long his prayer, tliat his life and his usefulness might 
terminate tc^ether. His prayer was happily answered-f 

The last sabbadi of his life, he preached all day ; A. M,. 
from Heb. xiii. 5. P. M. from Heb. xii. 15. 

During his ministry, one hundred and twenty nine 
were added to the church ; seventy eight owned the co- ''■ 
venant ; three hundred and seventy nine received bap- 
tism ; two hundred and seventy six were removed by 
death. 

In an account, published of this town in the year 17854 
it is mentioned, that there were but fifty families in (tSi 
place, and that this was the number at its incorporation* : 
Since that period, there has been a considerable in- | 
crease. J This town can now [1813] number 110 fami- j 
lies ; 67 of which are freeholders ; 43 tenants ; 10 occa- ' 
sional, and 100 constant residents. 

On 15 March, 1797, the present pastor was or- 
dained.jl 

From the first organization of this church, 26 Oct 
1717, to 24 Nov. 1805, about eighty eight years, eight 
hundred and eleven were baptized ; one hundred and 
forty four owned the covenant ; three hundred and forty 

* He was born, 2 Jan. 1735. At his funeral the Rev. Jacob Gushing of 
Waltham preached a discourse, which was published, from Luke xii. 35, 36, 37. 

f He had even procured a supply of his pulpit, for the sabbath after his deceaie. 

4 Boston Magazine, for June. 

§ This increase has been principallj occasioned by gentlemen, who own conn- 
try seats in this town, many of whom reside in Boston during the winter. Bj 
the census in 1800 Brookline contained 605 inhabitants. In 1810 it contained 784. 
In the year 1797 there were 72 houses. There are now 95 houses, and another 
is bailding. 

IJ On this occasion the Rev. John Bradford of Roxbury introduced the solemn 
nities with prayer ; the Rev. Thaddeus M. Harris of Dorchester preaclied a dis- ' 
coarse, which was published, from 1 Cor. iii. 10 — 15 ; the Rev. Dr. Thacher af • 
Boston made the consecrating prayer ; the Rev. Jacob Gushing of Waltham gsvf 1 
the charge ; the Rev. Elipluilet Porter of Roxbury gave the right hand of fcU { 
lowsbip i the K&r. William Greenough of Newton concluded wiUi prayer. 
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yrert added to the church, and, after the first of January, 
JL760, wrhcn the regular records of deaths commenced, 
Aree hundred and forty six were numbered widi the dead. 

ARstof BrookKne ministers with the time of their ordi- 
nation^ dismission^ or death. 

1. James Allen, A. M. ordained, 5 Nov. 1718 ; died, 
18 Feb. 1747, aet. 56. 

2. Cotton Brown, A.M. ordained, 25 Oct. 1748 ; died, 
13 April, 1751, aet. 25. 

3. rJathaniel Potter, A. M. ordained, 19 Nov. 1755 ; 
&missed, 17 June, 1759. 

4. Joseph Jackson, A. M • ordained, 9 April, 1760 ; 
died, 22 July, 1796, aet. 62. 

5. John Pierce, A. M. ordained, 15 March, 1797. 

Jhejblbwing is a list of the deacons ofBrookline church 
with the time of their choice^ resignation^ and death as 
far J as has been ascertained. 

. chosen. C Thomas Gardner. 
1718, Dec. 7. ^Benja. White, resigned, 12 Feb. 1749. 

S Samuel Clark, resigned, 12 Feb. 1 749 ; 
died, 7 May, 1766, aet. 81. 
Thomas Cotton, dismissed to Pomfret. 
r Eben'r. Davis, resigned, 5 April, 1770 ; 

1710 V^\s lo )died, 30 Sep. 1775, aet. 72. 

i/w, reo, y^. \ ^^^^^ ^j^.^^^ resigned, 5 April, 1770 ; 

^died, 19 Aug. 1777, aet. 75. 

SElisha (Jardner, resigned, 2 Dec. 1792 ; 
died, 29 Jan. 1797, aet. 70. 
Wm. Bowles, dismissed to Newton, 20 
Sept. 1772. 

An account of the church plate in Brookline with the do- 
nors' names. 

Four Tanlfards. 

1. The gift of Edward Devotion, 1744. 

2. The gift of Miss Mary Allen, 1750. 

3. The gift of Miss Ann White. 

4. The gift of Mrs. Su9suin« Shaip, 177Q. 

so TOA. u. 



i54i 



HISTORICAL SKETCH 



Four Cups. 

1. The gift: of Thomas WocxiWard, 7. i ^r(> 

2. The gift of Mary Wbodwaixl, J ^ ' '^' 

3. 4. The gift of WiUiam Hyslop, 1792. 
5. Baptismal vase by David Hyslop, 1806. 

The whole number of deaths in BrookUne from 1 Jan* 
1760, to iJan. \%06y including a period of A6 years. 



1760 


4 


1772 


13 


1784 


4 


1796 11 


1761 


7 


1775 


5 


1785 


4 


1797 2 


1762 


8 


1774 


11 


1786 


6 


1798 i . 


1763 


3 


1775 


20 


1787 


3 


1799 e 


1764 


8 


1776 


16 


1788 


4 


1800 5 


•>1765 


8 


1777 


10 


1789 


6 


1801 8 


1766 


8 


177d 


is 


1790 


4 


1802 13 


1767 


14 


1779 


4 


1791 


3 


1803 9 


1768 


11 


1780 


7 


1792 


10 


1804 9 


1769 


10 


1781 


5 


1793 


7 


1805 7 


1770 


7 


1782 


4 


1794 


4 




1771 


12 


1783 


S 


1795 


3 

• 


Total, 347 


Under 


2 years, 


57 


Between 


50 and 60, 



Between 2 and 10, 29 Between 60 and 70, 3S 

Between 10 and 20, 14 Between 70 and 80, 49 

Between 20 and 30, 39 Between 80 and 90,. 29 

Between 30 and 40, 23 Between 90 and 100, 3* 

Between 40 and 50, 29 Ages not mentioned, 24 






• 


Disorders. 




Consumptions 


SI 


Lethargy 


2 


F.evers 


28 


Gout 


2 


Dropsy 


19 


Canker 


2 


Dysentery 


14 


Quinsy 


2 


Decay 


14 


Rising of the lights 


1 


Fits 


13 


Kmg's evil 


i 


Small pox 


11 


Apoplexy 
Melancholy 


i 


Accidents 


9 


1 


Suddenly 


13 


Asthma 


1 


Jaundice 


6 


Strangury 


1 


Throat distemper 


6 


Worms 


I 


In child bed 


3 







Mr. ttngiltsii Aed ift 1775, «ged 9r. 
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Vie was. killed in : battle, and 168 died of diseases. not 
entioned. 

Of those, whose ages are specified, precisely one -half 
red beyond the age of 40 ; nearly one quarter lived to 
e age of 70 ; and about one in ten lived to the age 
80. 

The average number of deaths is fifteen. in every .two 
ars, or seven one year, and eight the next, alter- 

tely. 

The prevalent disorder has been consumption, of 

lich about one sixth part have died. 

Deaths in the seven succeeding years* 



1806, 7 

1807, 14 

1808, 12 

1809, 6 


• 


1810, 
1811, 
1812, 

Total, 


10 

8 

14 

71 




J 

ttdcr 2 years, 
;tween 2 and 10, 
ttween 10 and 20, 
itween 20 and 30, 
tween 30 and 40, 
^een 40 and 50, 


11 

9 
6 
5 
5 
12 


Between 50.and 60, 
Between 60 and 70, 
Between 70 and 80, 
Between 80 and 90, 


4 
S 
6 
5 

71 




Disorders. 






>nsumptions 

svers 

xidents 

5cay 

ropsy 

lolera' morbus 

iralysis 

imdice 


19 
11 
6 
6 
6 
4 
3 
3 


Fits 

Apoplexy 
Dropsy in brain 
Hooping cough 
Canker 
Worms 
Suddenly 
In child bed. 




3 
3 

/ J. 



Since the first setdement of this place, twenty six have 
:cived an education at Harvard University, one at 
inceton, [N. J.l and one at Providence, [R. I.] Of 
:se seven have been ordwied ministers of the eospeL 
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Here follows a list of those,* who have been educated 
at Harvard University from Brookline. . 

1. Year, in which they were graduated, 1699. * John 
fFhite^ A. M. He was ordained minister at Gloucester, 
April, 1703. He died, IS Jan. 1760, aet. 83. 

2. 1707. * Ebenezer Devotion^ A. M. He was or- 
dained minister of Suffield in Connecticut, 28 June, 1710 ; 
and died, 11 April, 1741, aet. 57. 

3. 17 IS. * Edward White, A. M. He was after- 
wards a farmer in Brookline, major of the regiment of 
militia, representative to the General Court, and justice 
of the peace. He was born, 10 July, 1693, and died, 29 
May, 1769, act. 76. 

4. 1712. * Andrew Gardner, A. M. He was ordain- 
ed minister of Worcester, in 1719, and was dismissed, in 
Oct. 1 722. He was after that installed at Lunenburg 
15 May, 1728, and dismissed, 22 Feb. 1732. 

5. 1714. * Samuel Aspinwall, A.M. .He ivis 
bom, 13 Feb. 1696 ; and died, 13 Aug. 1732, aet. 37. ^ 

The Rev. Mr. Allen published a funeral sermon on Ins 
death, in which he gives him an excellent 'character faj 
moral and literary worth. The following account of himi 
by the same hand appeared in the New England Weeklf j 
Journal, No. 283. " Brookliney Aug. 21. On the 134 1 
instant, died here Mr. Samuel Aspinwall, of this towDi ! 
in the 37th year erf his age, after between six and sevoi 
years' illness. He commenced master of arts in Cam- 
bridge, 1717, and was designed for the ministry, but^ 
couragcd by an inward weakness ; which, after he had 
been for some little time settled here, so advanced, as to j 
take him off from business, and at length proved fatal 
He was a gentieman of bright parts, natural and acquir- 
ed, a strong memory, quick wit, and solid judgment, 
pleasant in his conversation, a steady friend, and a good 
christian." 

6. 1733. ^Ebenezer White, A. M. He was bora, 
29 March, 1713. He was minister of Norton, noWj 
Mansfield. 



* For several of the foHowiog particulars I am indebted to the Hon. Wiffi«^| 
Wmthropy Esq. of Cambi'idge. 
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1737. * Jonathan JFinchester^ A. M. He^was 
, 21 April, 1717; and was ordained minister of 
Chester-Canada, since Ashbumham, 23 April, 1760. 
lied, 27 Nov. 1767, aet. 51. 

1738. *Henry Sewall, A. M. He was bom, 8 
ch, 1720. He passed bis days on one of his farms 
lis town ; and was justice of the peace. He died, 
day, 1771, aet. 52. 

1738. *John Druce, A. M. He was a physi- 
at Wrentham. 

). 1738. ^Charles Gleason^ A. M. He was bom, 
)ec. 1718; ordained minister of Dudley, 31 Oct. 
i ; and died, 7 May, 1790, aet. 72. 

1. 1 742. *James AUen, A. M. He was son of 
bst minister of Brookline. He was bom, 20 Sep. 
3 ; and died young. 

2. 1744. *Benjamin White, A. M. son of Major 
rard White, JEsq. aforementioned. He was bom, 5 
. 1724. He spent his^days on his farm in this town, 
was justice of the peace ; for many years a repre- 
ative to the General Court, and a counsellor. He 
I, 8 May, 1790, aet. 66. 

3. 1747. ^Isaac Gardner, A, M. He was bom, 
[ay, 1726, and led .an agricultural life in Brookline. 
was justice of the peace. On the memorable 19th 
Vpril, 1775, he went, as a volunteer, to Lexington 
le, and was killed at Cambridge by the British troops, 
heir return to Boston. 

A his domestick, social, civil, and religious capacity 
vas equally beloved and respected. The melancholy 
umstance of his death excited great publick sensi- 
y, as well as private lamentation and regret. 

4. 1761. *Hull Sewall, A. M. He was the son 
lenry Sewall, Esq. bom 9 April, 1744 ; and died, 27 
r. 1767, aet. 24. 

5. 1761. *Samuel Sewall, A. M. He was bom, 
Dec. 1745. He practised law for some time in Bos- 

At the commencement of hostilities with Great 
tain, he left his native country, and resided at Bristol 
England, where he cUed in May, 1811. 
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16. 1764. William Aspinwall, A.M. M,P. physician 
of Brookline. For several years he was representative to 
the General Court, afterwards senator from the coim^ 
of Norfolk, and then a counsellor. 

17. 1764. *Isaac Winchester, A. M. He was 
bom, 5 Aug. 1743 ; and died in the continental army. 

18. 1768. *Henry Sewall, A. M. son of Hcrar 
Sewall, Esq. He was bom, 19 Jan. 1749 ; and ^fid, 
17 Oct. 1772, act. 24. 

19. 1777. John Goddard, A. M. merchant in Ports* 
mouth, N. H. For many years he was representative to 

. the court, and senator in the legislature of said state. 

20. 1786. *Elisha Gardner, A. M. He followd 
merchandise, and died at the southward. 

21. 1787. Caleb Child, A. B. physician. 

22. 1787. *Joseph Jackson, A. M. son of the fourdi 
minister of Brookline. He died at Portsmouth, N. H. 
19 Aug. 1790, while pursuing the study of physiqk. 

23. 1804. William Aspinwall, A. M. M. D. son 
the Hon. William Aspinwall, Esq. He practises phyj^"^ 
ick in, his native town. 

24. 1804. Thomas Aspinwall, A. M. son of ifej 
Hon. William Aspinwall, Esq. For several years he war j 

. a lawyer in Boston. He is now a colonel in the Uniua 
. States' army. 

25. 1805. Samuel Clarky A. M. son of Deac. Sfaun- 
. uel Clark. He is minister in Burlington, Vermont. 

26. 1^5. Isaac S. Gardner, son of Gen. Isaac S. 
Gardner. He is instructer of youUi in Georgetowni dis-* 
trict of Columbia. 

*Caleb White was graduated at Princeton, [N. J.] 
1762. 

Luther Harris was graduated at Providence, [R.I«] 
1811. 

The late Dr. Zabdiel Boylston, F. R. S. a native of 
'Brookline, has been so highly and so deservedly celebrtf-- 
^ ed, that a brief account of him cannot be unacceptable. I 

He was bom in this town, of respectable parents, JB^\ 
1679. After a good private educa.tion, he studied phys-- 
ick with Dr. Cutler, an eminent physician and surgeon I 
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n ; and, in process of time, arrived at great dfe- 
in his profession. 

t year 1721, the small pox prevailed in Boston, 
been informed by the Rev. Dr. Cotton Mather 
lode, in which inoculation was practised in Tur- 
boldly resolved, notwithstanding the inveterate 
;es of his countrymen against it, to commence the 

himself. 

irst inoculated his own children and servants, 
aged by the result of this experiment, in 1721^ 
beginning of 1722^ he inoculated 247 persons in 
and the neighbouring towns. Thirty nine were 
ed by others, making in the whole 286, of whom 
: died. 

ithstanding this wonderful success, the populace, 
and inflamed by some of his own profession, were 
perated, as to render it unsafe for him to travel in 
ling. They argued, that he ought to be viewed 
ited, as the murderer of those, who d^d in con- 
:e of inoculation. To such a pitch did their pas- 
rsuisport them, that a lighted grenado was, one 
;, thrown into the chamber of a young man, who 
:n inoculated. He must inevitably have lost Ins 
1 not the fuse been removed by passing through 
idow. 

Dr. Boylston gone at this time to England, he 
lave accumulated an immense fortune by his skill 
ing the small pox. He did not however visit that 
, till 1725, when inoculation was common. He 
in received with the most flattering attention. He 
3sen member of the royal society ; and he became 
ited with some of the most distinguished charac- 

the nation. His communications to that so- 
ifter his return to America, were ingenious and 

r a long period of eminence and skill in his pro- 
he retired to his patrimonial estate in Brookline, 

the remainder of his days. He there expired, on 
of March, 1766, and was interred in his own 

vhich bears the following plain, though appropri- 

1 just inscriptipn. 
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** Sacred to the memory of Dr. Zabdiel Boylston, Esq. 
physician, and F. R. S. who JBrst introduced the practice 
of inoculation into America. Through a life of exten- 
sive beneficence, he was always faithful to his word, just 
in his dealings, affable m his manners ; and, after a long 
sickness, in which he was exemplary for his patience and 
resignation to his Maker, he quitted this mortal life, in a 
just expectation of a happy immortality, on the first day 
of March, A. D. 1766, aetat. 87.'' 

For a more particular account of him, see a sketch of 
his life and character, written by the late Dn Thacher of 
Boston, £knd inserted in the Massachusetts Magazine 
for December, 1789, from which the above is principally^ 
taken. 

It is but justice to add, that Dr. Aspinwall of this town 
continued the practice, which his renowned predecessor* 
thus introduced, with equal diligence, fidelity, and zeaif. 
and with still greater success. 

Perhaps no practitioner in the United States ever ifr 
oculated so many persons, or acquired such skill aoJ 
celebrity in treating this malignant disease. 

Besides his practice in this disorder, when ft generally 
spread, he was allowed, after the year 1788, to keep i 
hospital open at all times, to which great numbers repair- ' 
ed, and from which they safely returned with warm ex., 
pressions of satisfaction. He continued in the success^ 
ful treatment of this disease, till the general introduction 
of vaccine inoculation. 

In Indian wars several of the natives of this town have 
fallen victims in the prime and vigour of life.* 

Tradition has preserved the names of but few. The 
Rev. Dr. Holmes of Cambridge, in the first volume of 
his American Annals, page 429, has mentioned the fd- 
lowing inscription, found on a stone in Sudbur}% giving - 

* On Sewall's farm in this town are plainly discernible the remains of an In- 
dian fort, containing aboat the eiehth of an acre. It is of a square form> sur* 
rounded by a ditch nearly three feet deep, and a parapet about three feet high* 
It has an opening or gateway at each side. One of these is directly toward ft 
large swamp, commonly called Cedar swamp, near which the fort is situated on ft 
commanding eminence. Tradition, which has long presen'ed the memorial oi 
this fact, gives no account, by what tribe of lodiaos, on wh&t occasion, nor whf 
il was erected. 
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sm account of the death of Lieutenant Sharps of this town. 
" Capt. Samuel Wadsworth of Milton, his Lieut. Sharp 
" of Brooklin, and twenty six other souldiers, fighting for 
" the defence of their country, were slain by the Indian 
** enemy, April 18th, 1676, and lye buried in this place." 

16 May, 1804, it was voted to build a new meeting 
house, in the place of the old meeting house. 

But it being inconvenient, for several reasons, to ear- 
ly this resoluticwi into effect, this vote was reconsidered ; 
iodj 5 September, 1804, it was voted to build the meet- 
ing house, where it is now located. 

The comer stone was laid, 11 April, 1805. The 
bouse was several days in raising with a very few hands 
by the help of machinery. The architect was Mr. Peter 
Burner, a native of England. 

The old meeting house was 44 feet long, and 35 feet 
wide. It originally contained but 14 pews. At its de- 
molition it had 28 pews on the floor ; and 4 in the gal- 
leiy. - 

^'he new house is 68 feet long, and 64 feet wide. The 
^orch is 19 feet long, and 38 feet wide. The lobbies at 
each side of the porch are 11 feet square. The height 
of the building from the top of the foundation to the 
caves is 35 feet and 6 inches. From the foundation of 
the tower to the top of the spire it is 137 feet high. 

There are 74 pews on the floor, and 14 in the ^lery. 

This second house of publick worship was, by appro- 
priate religious exercises, dedicated to the service of 
Almigh^ God, 11 June, 1806, it being then a few 
months more than a century from the incorporation of 
the town. 

* Greati great grandfather of the present Stephen Sharp, Esq. The son of 
.this Lieat. Sharp afterwards lost his life in an expedition against the ladaaBt in 
Ctatda. 
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BlUTllS^ &C. IN BILLERICA. 



Jmhersty fJV. HJ June 26, 1811 
Rev. Sir, 

WHILE on a visit to Billerica in Massachusetts, last 
year, I inspected the records of that town. Among the 
first pages of the most ancient book, I found the foUow- 
ing table of births, marriages and deaths, which time 
had nearly obliterated, and which was with difficulty 
transcribed. It is forwarded to you, Sir, with a request 
that it may be published in the Collections of the His- 
torical Society. 

With great deference, I am your humble and obe- 
dient servant, 

JOHN FARMER.^ 
Rev. a. Holmes, D. D. 

TuibU of Births, Marriages and Deaths, in the town of BiUerica, 

("Mass. J for forty one years. 
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It appears from the records, that Billerica was granted 
Feb. 17, 1654, by Henry Dunster, Richard Champnqr, 
Edw. GofFe and John Bridge to the following persons; 
viz. Ritlph Hill, sen. Wm. French, John Stearns, Wm. 
Patten, George Farley, Ralph Hill,jun. John Vroe, James 
Parker, Jonathan Danforth, Henry ScifFs, Wm. Cham- 
berlain and Robert Parker. 
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N HISTORICAL SKETCH 07 CHARLESTOWN, IN THE COUNTY OV MID- 
DLESEX, AND COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

lead to an assembly of Citizens at the opening of Washington HalU 
Nov. 16, 1813, and afterward prepared, with notes, for the Ma^ssa- 
ehusetts Historical Society. JByJosiAH Bartlett, M.D» 

THERE are periods in society, as well as in the life 
of an individual, when it is peculiarly proper, by a review 
of past occurrences, to trace the progress of improve- 
ment, and excite such feelings, as may lead to future 
usefulness. On this occasion, when we are convened in 
such auspicious circumstances, and may rationally esti- 
mate the advantages of a laudable exertion for ourselves 
and our posterity, I deem it appropriate to attempt a 
general sketch of our municipal history, and offer such 
observations as comport with the design of our present 
meeting. 

Among the intrepid advocates of civil and religious 
freedom, who encountered the dangers of the ocean, and 
the greater dangers of the wildeniess, were nine or ten 
persons,* who, in thGjSummer of 1628, travelled by land 
from JVaumkeaky now called Salem, and, under the au- 
thority of govemour Endicot, constituted this placef an 
English settiement. They here found an "English 
thatched house pallisadoed," and occupied by Thomas 
Walford, a smith by trade, of whom no particular account 
is preserved. By the Indians, who were vpry numerous, 
it was called Mishawum, and their chief was John Saga- 
more, by whose consent these enterprizing travellers set- 
tled themselves in the neighbourhood of town hill, 

« 

* Among vhom Ralph Sprague vrith his brethren Richard and William are 
pirticalarly named in the record. 

t Charlestown, lying in lat 42^^ 23' N. and lon^:. 4"E. from the meridian ol' 
Cai&bridge, is of an irregular form, ahout 7 1-4 miles long, and 1 mile in average 
vidth. Its bounds (formerly very extensive) were established by the (general 
Court, March 3, 1635. It norw lies S. W. on Cambridge, N. W. on Woburn, 
N, W« and N. E. on Mistick river, and S. E. on Charles river, from which its 
Mme is derived. The natural divisions are distinguished by within and without 
fAe neck. The first includes a peninsula, formed by Mistick and Charles rivers, 
somewhat of an oval form, about a mile and a quarter long, and half a mile wide, 
ttpon which the town is built, and which is joined to the main by a narrow isth- 
nus. The second division contains a great quantity of fertile land, rendered 
XAlotble from its vicinity to ;uv excellent market. 
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which was fortified* the year following, against invasions, 
with which the English were threatened. 

On the margin of that memorable eminence we are 
now assembled ; it has been repeatedly a citadel of de- 
fence, a resort for the instruction of youth, and devoted 
to the service of the Almighty. Here our fathers resisted 
the threatenings of untutored savages ; here they taught 
the rudiments of science, and projected measures for 
their future happiness ; here, if tradition is correct, they 
worshipped beneath the shade of a venerable oak, apd 
perhaps anticipated a period like the present, when their 
descendants, on the same spot, in a spacious temple,! 
should pay their weekly adorations to the Great CrbA". 
TOR ; and in a convenient edifice, j: dedicated to patriot* 
ism and philanthropy, should gratefully respect their 
memories, and cultivate the principles they so assiduously 
supported. 

In 1629,i Gov. John Winthrop arrived here with 
fifteen hundred persons, and resided several months,! 
during which time a church was gathered, which w» 
the second in Massachusetts. The govemour and other 
publick officers were accommo^ted with a building 
called the great house,^ on the \«sterly side of our pre- 
sent market square, and near the late residence of the 
Hon. James Russell^^ deceased. The remainder resided 

* This was " performed by all hands, viz. of men, ivomcn and childreiii vhf 
labour io digging and building till the work is done." 

t The Congregational meeting house. ^ Washington Hall. 

§ The arrival of Got. Winthrop is stated by himself, Dudley, Mather, Holm<% 
and others, to have been in 1630 ; but the original town record, vol. L pafB|» 
makes it in 1639, and the figures in the margin and text are perfectly plain. 

U <* The first Court of Assistants was held in Chai'Iestown harbour, on botrl 
the Arabella, Aug. 23, 1630, present, Gov. Winthrop, Dep. Gov. Dudley, Sir B> 
Saltoostall, Messrs- Ludlow, Rossiter, Nowell*. Sharp, Pynehoa^ aad Braidstreet' 
The Hon. Simon Bradstreet was govemour in ]679« and his descendanta iMWt 
continued here with reputation to the present period. 

If Built in 1628, on account of the patentees/ by the Hon. Thomas Graves, wbf 
planned the fort on town hill, and was appointed to <* moddle and lay oot the font 
of the town with streets," and to ** measure out to eacW inhabitant a two aereM 
to plant upon." He is spoken of as *< a person skilful in mines of iron, lead* tOf- 
per, mineral salt, and alluro, fortification of all sorts^ surveying, See." He waa at 
•Assistant with Gov. Endicot, and appointed a sea commaRoer by Oliver Croii' 
veil. His descendants were citizens of repute, and sustained impcurtant offices. 

** The ancestors of Mr. Russell were among the first settlers of the town, mt 
enjoyed the most important legislative, judicialand manieipal offices. He died it 
ir98, aged 83^ and was a deseendant of the fourth genention^ who iiroecniTdyi 
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ia cottages, booths and tents. These persons, having 
experienced great sufferings from a variety of causes,* 
.became so unhealthy, that many died soon after th^ir ar- 
rival, in consequence of which, the goveniour, with many 
of the survivors, removed over Charles river to Shawmut, 
iN^ch they called Boston, and others engaged in the set- 
tieinent of Watcrtown, Cambridge, and other places, 
leaving but seventeen male inhabitants. 

In 1632,t the small pox was very destructive to the 
natives, which rendered the lives of the emigrants more 
comfortable, and hastened an increase of their country- 
men, who, early in 1633, amounted to fifty eight, most of 
whom had families. At this period a church was again 
gathered ; die housef which Gov. Winthrop had occu- 
jMcd was purchased as a place of worship, and used as 
such till 1716, when a meeting housed was erected on 
the northerly part of the square. 

Id 1634, the town was organized, delegates were elect- 
ed to the General Court, selectmen|| and other officers 
were appointed ; and from that time it gradually popu- 



\f^ oUmt plaeei of great trast, sustained the ofTice of a««i>ranf or coansellor ia 
fin proTinee. His son, the Hon.rThoinas Russell of Boston, an eminent merchant 
Mii^MlaDthropisCy was a native of Charlestown^ and was also a repreaentatiTe of 
Bqrtony and a connsellor. iie died April 8> 1796, aged 56. An eologj on hia 
dkanicter was delivered Maj 4 following, by John Warren, M. D. and is published. 

* It is said that but one spring of fresh water was then to he found, and that 
spOB the beach, near the present scite of the state prison. However this may 
le, DO town is now better supplied. 

t The winter of this year was severe, sAd there was a scarcity of provisions, 
bdie spring a vessel arrived from Virginia with Indian corn, which sold for 
ten shillinn a bushel. 

Jokir SsJes was the first inhabitant convicted of theft. He was publiokly puti- 
iAedy and ** all he had was taken to make restitution." «' 

i <* April, 1633. Agreed and concluded by the inhabitants, that the sum often 
foiudi be collected of the said inhabitants, and be paid to John Winthrop, E8<]. 
foremoor, and the rest of the gentlemen interested in the great house built in 
■nolftN, l^ Mr. Graves and the company's servants ; which is for the pnr- 
ihMe of the said house, now the publick meetinghouse in this town ; all which was 
uaordingfy done." This is a specimen of the early records of the town, which 
iVi Tcry minute and entertaining to those who acquire a knowledge of Uie wri- 
ti^ of that period. The town clerk was Mr. Increase Nowell, who was after- 
nnl aesretary to the eolony. 

f Tins building was 72 feet long, 52 feet wide, and 34 feet (three stories] high, 
via a steeple. The cost stated at 2000 pounds. 

The number of <* depotys at court" this year was three ; and of selectmen, 
eleven. The names of persons admitted inhabitants were recorded, and on the 
M d Mareh, 1655, it was agreed, that ** whosoever is warned to appear at any 
tovm meeting forty eight hoars before the time ap]>ointed, and shall nil, nnDois 
the occaskm be extnordiniffy, shall forfeit uid pay eighteen penee." 
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lated and improved, until a lai^ part of it fell a sacrifice 
to the ravages of war. 

On the state of the town during an hundred and 
forty seven years to this event, it may be remarked, that 
the inhabitants were industrious, sober, and cultivated 
good principles. Publick worship was regularly attend- 
ed, schools were as well regulated as the state of society 
would allow. Navigation, which consisted principally in. 
the whale fishery and West India trade, though not ex- 
tensive, was prosperous ; the mechanick arts were cher-: 
ished, and advantages were derived from ship-building, 
the manufactory of rum, loaf sugar, candles, leather and 
potashes. 

Judicial courts were early instituted, and continued 
until the revolutionary war. A dry dock was made iu 
1678, above the present draw bridge, near the navy yard, 
and was the only one in the country. The small pox* 
and other contagious diseases have generally prevailed 
when they did in the metropolis ; and there have been 
several firesf distressing to individuals, the most remaii- 
able of which was in 1749, occasioned by the villany of 
tiiree negro servants, who were convicted of poisoning 
their master, J and two of whom w^re executed, the other 
becoming evidence for the kin^. 

A ferry, J communicating with Boston, which was re- 
puted to be the best regulated of any in the province, 

* The last spread of the small pox \ras in the autumn of 1792. The Bumber 
inoculated was 1334 (879 inhabitants and 455 strangers) of which 9 died. 12 had 
the disease the natural way, of whom & died. Vaccination is now generally prae* 
tiscd. 

^ There is an aecount of several fires in Charlestown, during the eigfateeutk : 
eentury, in the Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, Vol. I, seeoud , 
series, p 81, &c. 

\ Capt John Codman, a respectable citizen, and an active military officer, d^ 
stroyed by arsenick. The servants were named Mark, Phillis, and rhoebe, wko 
were favourite domesticks. . The man procured the drug, and the females admii- 
istered it. Mark was hanged, and Phillis was burnt at the i:sual place of ezeeiitioB 
ill Cambridge. Phoebe, who was said to have been the most culpable, beeanM 
evidence against the others. She was transported to the West Indies. The bo^f 
of Mark was suspended in irons on the northerly side of Cambrid^ road, about i 
quarter of a mile above our peninsula, and the gibbet remained till a short time 
before the revolution . Are thci'e any other instances of bw^ng or gibbeting ia 
■the annals of New-England ? 

$ This ferry was first rented to Edward Converse for forty shillings a year. 
In ] 640, it was given to Harvard College, and afforded a handsome revenue. TU 
bridge at the same place now pays it two hundred pounds a year. 
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ablished in 1631; and one was opened wit^Mit 
insula, to communicate with Maiden, in ImO, 
is now at this place a convenient bridge,* erected 
!. 

he retreat of the English troops from Concord, 
9, 1775, a great part of the inhabitantsf of this 
Dandoned it, and they were dispersed in various 
fthe country. On the 17th of June of that year, 
nericans begah a breastwork on Breed's Hill, 
ivas discovered at Boston the following morning, 
severe cannonade commenced. In the afternoon 
Jl was made by the British, who, after a severe 
, obtained a dear bought victory.^ During the 
he town was set on fire, when the meeting house, 
house, prison, county house^ two school houses, 
york house, i with upwards of three hundred and 
dwellings and other buildings, valued- on oath at 
ndred and twenty three thousand dollars, were 
consumed, and two thousand persons, being the 
population of the peninsula, were reduced from 
X and mediocrity to poverty and exile, 
lected with these solemn transactions was the 
f the Hon. Joseph Warren, || a distinguidiied states* 

;n Brid^ was finished id six months, and cost 5300 pounds. The prop- 
ted in 1^ shares. It is 2400 feet long, including the abutments, 32 
has a convenient draw, and eight lamps. The Mistiek river, over 
asses, is, at high water, 23 feet deep. The propertj is perpetual, but the 
ect to alteration at the expiration of fifty jears. The president is the 
Phillips of Boston. 

% Miller, aged 66, and Edward Barber, 9gtd 14, were killed on that 

Imericans engaged in this enterprize were commanded bj Col. Fres- 
stated at 1 500. The British (heme the flower of the 9rmy) were cora- 
r €ren. Howe, and stated at 3000. The loss of the former, m killed and 
was 450, and of the latter 1050. For an accurate account of the tran- 
e Marshall's Life of Washington, vol. U. p. 226. 

cite of the meeting house was on the northerly part of the square, in 
e house now owned by the Hon. Matthew Bridge. The court house 
e easterly part of the square, in front of the estate belonging to the 
lie Hon. Thomas Russell, deceased. One of the school houses, which 
or a town house, and on which were the town bell and dock, was on 
here the congregational meeting house now stands ; the other, with the 
mty house, and work house, were on the margin of town hill, in the 
the present school house. 

lay previous to the battle, Warren, at the age of 35, was appointed a 
end, and acted on this occasion as a volunteer. He was buried on the 
; was afterward removed, and pablicklr intefred at Boston, where an 
a pronouQQed, April 8, 1776, by Per«z Morton, Esq. It w»8 published. 



108 HISTORICAL SKETCH 

ntKi, an eloquent orator, and an intrepid warrior^ who fdt 
an early sacrifice on the altar of freedom. 

During the siege of Boston, that division of our tern- 
tory, which we distinguish by without the neck^ and 
where there are several vestiges of fortifications,* was 
principally occupied by the American troops, and the in- 
liabitants were consequently subject to considerable in- 
conveniences, which it has been supposed were fuBy 
compensated in 1778, by a temporary residence of the 
British and Hessian army, captured at Saratoga ; whose 
necessaries and conveniences were purchased with spe* 
cie, whilst the circulating medium of the country w^s a 
depreciated paper currency. This section was exclu- 
sively agricultural, with the exception of the ale wife fish- 
ery at prpper seasons, until within a few years, since 
which the manufactory of bricks has aflforded employ- 
ment for many of the citizens. Its growth has beeo 
gradual ; it has furnished a full proportion of the tovi 
officers, and has derived i^culiar advantages! from ili 
connexion with the peninsula. 

On the removal of the seat of war in 1776, many of 
the former inhabitants returned from their exile,{ and 
commenced according to their respective means, to r^ 
pair their waste places. A few of the number were abk 
to erect convenient dwellings, whilst others, like their 
hardy predecessors, were only covered with temporary 
shelters. Those, who can call to mind the occurrences 
of that interesting era, must recollect their mingled emo- 
tions of despondency and pleasure. The only objects 
that retained their former appearance were desolated 
streets, and the grave yard of their ancestors and rela- 
tives ; but by a consideration of mutual sufferings, it was 
the endeavour of every individual to meliorate the con- 

* There are several hills in this town, famed in the American annals, the moitif 
which command estensive prospects. On the pcnin^fcila are Bunker's and Bree^i 
on the N. £. side ; and on the S. W. are Town hiil (which has been much reduced) 
and a small hill used as a buiring ground. Without the neck are Prospced 
Winter, Plowed and Cobble hills (on this is the seat of the late Joseph Barnli 
Esq.) with three others of less note, called Quarry, Reed's and Walnut hilla. 

t Particularly in schools, and the high ways. 

% Mr. Timothy Thompson, jun. was the first person bom on the peaiasolai if' 
ter the town was opened ; and Susanna Hooper (now MraL HaTeo) was tha M 
fiiriBAle. 



OF CHARLE3TOWN, iBft 

dition of his neighbour; to cultivate harmony, and 
unite for the benefit of the whole. A block-house, 
erected by the enemy, at the place* originally fortified 
against the natives, was appropriated to the discharge 
m our civil duties, to the publick services of religion, 
and to the education of youth. Here, uninfluenced 
by political dissentions, we gave our first sufFragesf 
for a chief magistrate and legislators, under the constitu- 
tion of this Commonwealth ; when, in the true spirit of 
r^ublicanism, we exulted in the commencement of a 
government, achieved by our ablest statesmen, and cal- 
culated to promote our own happiness with that of our 
posterity. 

At the expiration of nine years to 1785, J the buildings 
on the peninsula were one hundred and fifty one, and the 
population was five hundred and fifty. The buildings 
^thout the neck, were one hundred and twenty eight, 
and the population four hundred and forty nine, making 
but a sniall difference at that time, in tlie geographical 
divisions of the town. The present number of inhab- 
itants, including temporary residents^ for employment, 
Ss nearly six thousand, of which about five-sixths reside 
on the peninsula, where the natural population has been 
unusualll from a constant accession of young families. 
The buildings have increased in twenty eight years from 
one hundred and fifty one, many of which were tempo- 
raiy and are abolished, to the present state of respecta* 
bility and convenience, which far exceeds our former 
situation. 

The principal streets were widened, straightened and 
improved, wA the market square was regularly laid out, 

• Town Hill. 

t Sept. 4, 1780. The votes for Goyernour were 48. Lieut. Governour 39. 
Sentton 88. In 1813, the votes for Governour vere 8!21. Lieut. Goveruour 821. 
Seniitors 819. 

. ^ The buildings nnd inhabitants were numbered at this time, when a concise 
-teeoiuit of the town, was published in part, in the Boston Magazine ; and after- 
irard entire in No. 1 and 2 of the American Recorder (Dec. 9th and 13th, 1805) 
'a newspaper printed at Charlestown, but which was not long continued. I'hat 
pnblioatioD was prepared bj the author of this sketchy and embraces some of the 
fiieU to that period, which are here stated. 

f Estimated at 900, including women and children. 

II It appears by extracts from the new year's sermons of the Rev. Dr. Morse, 
tbtt in the lasted years, the nuiaber of birth« oa the peiUASulaj was 8S25, and of 
ideaths 1510. 

22 TOL. II. 
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soon after the opening of the town in 1776 ; to facilitate 
which, a lottery was granted, and the state taxes were 
remitted for seven yrfars. These with a briefs for assist* 
ance to erect a meeting house, and a partial support to 
the aged and infirm, who were reduced by the conflagra- 
tion, were the only instances of legislative aid for the 
sufferings of the inhabitants in the cause of their coun- 
try ; though a seasonable application on this subject, was 
respectfully submitted to the continental Congress, by % 
committee* appointed for that purpose. 

Our publick buildings are four meeting houses, five 
school houses, in one of which is a town hall ; a powd€i^ 
magazine belonging to the Commonwealth, and an alm^ 
house, t The present number of dwellings,! stores, 

* Hon. Nathaniel Gorham and Thomas Russell. 

By the report qf a committee of Congress dated Philadelphia, May IS, 177f| 
they sympathize with the sufferers, and consider the estimate of damages to bf 
Tcry moderate ; but they ** apprehend that if Congress were to pay that ▼»!* 
tiou, claims much more eiLtensive, and of a similar nature, will be made by ote 
sufferers, and subject the United States to the payment of sums of money whiflk , 
in the present exigencies of their affiurs, cannot be spared from the support • 
the |)resent just a«d necessary war." 

In 1784 Mr. Gorham, at the request of the sufferers went to England to solidt 
^id ; but this mission (which was msapproved of by many) like that to Philadel* 
phia, was unsuccessful. 

t A Congregational meeting house, 72 feet long, 52 feet wide and 37 feet hi|k 
to the eares, erected in 1783, and widened to 84 feet in 1804. It has a large tov- 
cr, and elegant steeple. A bell of IflOO w^i^ht (which has been twice broken tiri 
replaced) was presented by Messrs. Champion, Dickason and Bui^is, merehanti 
of London, anq an elegant clock, by the Hon. Thomas Russell. These are tlie 
property of the town. A convenient chapel, 86 feet long, tl wide and 1014 
' nigh, for parish and church meetings, lectures, &c was built by subscriptions ift 
the church in 1909, on part of a yaluable parsonage lot, bequeathed in 1703, bf 
Mr. Richard Sprague. 

A Baptist meeting house, 65 feet long, 50 feet wide and 39 feet high, erected 
in 1800. It is handsome and convenient, with a cupola and beli, but was relia- 
quished b^ the society for whom it was built, and now belongs to an individaaL 

A Baptist meeting house, 65 feet long, 50 feet wide, and 14 f(^et high, built vitft 
brick in 1810. It is a well finished, respeetabfe edifice, and belopgs to the society 
who occupied the building above described. 

A Universal meeting house, 62 feet long, 62 feet wide, and 34 feet high| 
built with brick in 1810. It is commodious, and handsomely finished. 

Two of the school houses are built with brick, two stories high, and are on tbe 
peninsula ; the three others are of wood, and properly located without the neck 

There is a building erected by Major Timothy Walker for an Academy, whitb 
is kept by Oliver Brown, A. M. 

The Magazine on Quarry hill, is a strong stone edifice of a conic figure, and 
has been erected many years. 

The Alms house is a wooden building, two stories high, with proper accommo- 
dations for the keeper, and for the persons who are subjects of such an iustitutioib 
The keeper is Mr. Gideon Foster. 

t Of these, some are elegant, many are spacious, and others are eonvenient A 
law has lately passed, requiring a certain proportion of every new baildingtobc 
of briclii. 
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Ams, &c. is eight hundred and fifty, of which six hun- 
ied and seventy are on the peninsula. 
In 1 8 12 an application was made to the legislature, for 
le reestablishment of Judicial Courts, which was pro- 
ably defeated, by an influence, that has recently decided 
& the erection of a coiut house and jail at Lechmere's 
oint in Cambridge ; an establishment which is consid- 
td injurious to us,* but which we are told will be com- 
^nsated by an intended spacious causeway, to connect 
I with that territory. 

In 1803 an avenue was opened at the easterly part of 
c town, in nearly a direct line from Salem, by means of 
turnpike road, and the erection of Chelsea Bridge.* 
The Congregational church, established in 1633, has 
intinued to the present time; a Baptist church was 
unded in 1801 ; a Universal church in 1811, and there 
e other religious societies, by which we enjoy the pri- 
legc of attending publick worship according to our va- 
His opinions ; and it is honourable to the different sects, 
at there is no apparent discord on this important sub- 

5t.t 



This Bridge was bailt ftoress Mistiek river in 180i3| aboat a mile below Mai- 
I iMidge It u longer, but of the same width, has two draws, and is accom- 
iated with lamps It cost S3000 dollars, ifrhioh is held in 2400 shares, half of 
ieh are the property of the Maiden Bridge Corporation. It reverts to the 
omonwealth in 70 years. The President is Hon. Nathan Dane of Beverly. 

The conere^tional ministers are as follows. 

lev. John Wilson, settled in Aug. 1630, and removed with his ehurch to Bos- 
the Nov. following. He die^ in 1677, aged 78. 
i^r. Mr. James settled 1632. He went to Virginia in 1643. 
[e?. John Harvard, officiated a short time, and died in 1638. Age unknown. 
let. Thomas Allen, settled in 1638, went to England in 1051, and died in 167^. 
id 65. 
^?. Zechariah Symmes, settled 1653, died 1671. Aged 71. 

Thomas Shepard, 1659, 167*7. 43. 

Thomas Shepard, juB. 1680, 1685. 87. 

Charles Morton, 1686, 1706. 80. 

Simon Bradstreet, 1698, l74l. 7^. 

. Joseph Stevens, 1713, 1721. 40. 

Hull Abbot, 1724, 1774. 72. 

Thomas Prentice, 1739, 1782. 80. 

Joshua Paine, 1787, 1788. 24. 

Jedidiah Morse, D. D. 1789. 

hft present deacont o( the church are James Frothingham, Thomas Miller, 
Amos Tufts. * 

Aptist ministers — >Rev. Thomas Waterman, settled 1802, and dismissed 1803. 
WB» pastor of the church, and an instruoter of youth at "Wobum, and died 
e, March 23, 1814, aged 39. Rev. William Collier, settled 1804. 
i» dddc^U ate Dand Goodwin, William Arnold^ and Jamet Fosdick^ 
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. In 1743 a fire society was formed, which is still con- 
tinued ; with the addition of three others, in 1795, 1800 
and 1810.* A lodge of Freemasonsf was constituted, 
in 1783, and from its funds was erected, in 1794, a hand- 
some monument J on Breed's hill, in memory of a dis- 
tinguished member,^ and to perpetuate American bravery. 
Associations like these, for mutual assistance in periods 
of danger and adversity, have a beneficial influence, and 
they merit the attention of the benevolent and humane. 

In 1786 the opening of Charles River Bridge, || erect, 
ed where the ferry was kept, was celebrated, with the 

Universal ministers-— Rev. Abner Rneeland, settled in 1811 His conneKioiiii 
dissolved, and Rev. Edward Turner from Salem, is to succeed him. 

The deacons are Moses Hall and Samuel Thompson. 

There are two other Baptist societies, which worship in private buildings. Thej 
consider clerical titles and dress ipiproper, deny the necessity of ordination ia 
the usual way, administer the communion every sabbath, and receive no contri- 
butions but from church members. The teachers are Mr. Walter Balfour xd 
Oliver Holden, Esq. See Benedict's History of the Baptists, vol. II, p. 407 — 8. 

The first Baptist church in Boston, was gathered in Charlestown in 1665. 

' * These are designated by the names of the Ancient, Phoenix, Washington, pi 
Jefferson societies. 

t The Master is Mr. Thomas Hooper- 

i A Tuscan Pillar, 18 feet high, on a brick foundation 10 feet from the ground 
eight feet square and enclosed by posts. On the top is a giit urn, with the letten 
J. ,W. aged 65, entwined in masonic emblems. On the south side of Uie pedtt* 
tal is the following inscription. , 

ERECTED, A. D. MDCCXCIV, 

.^y King Solomon's Lodge of Free-Masons, 
Constituted in Charlestown, 1785, 

r 

In memory of 

Major-Generai^ Joseph Warren, 

and his Associates, 

who were slaiii on this memorable spot, June 17, 1775. 

** None but they who set a just value upon the blessings of Liberty are w«^ 
t)iy to enjoy her. In vain we toiled ; in vain we fought ; we bled in vain ; if yooi 
pur offspring, want valor to repel the assaults of her invaders." 

Charlestown settled 1628. 
Burnt 1775. Rebuilt 1776. 

The enclosed land was given by the Hon. James Russell. 

§ Warren was Grand Master of Free-Masons for North America, at the tins 
of his death. 

II This Bridge, which was thirteen months in building, and considered as the 
greatest enterprise which had been undertaken in the country, is 1503 feetloaSi 
it has 75 piei*s, each composed of seven posts of oak timber, driven into the bed 
of the river, and united by cap pieces and girts. The piers are connected wUb 
string pieces, which are covered with four inch plank. The bridge is 43 feet 
wide, with a railed way on each side for foot passengers? It has a draw 30 feet 
wide, and is accommodated with 40 lamps. The depth of water in the channelM 
high tides is about 40 feet. The propei*ty is vested in 150 shares, each of whiek 
was assessed 100 pounds, and it reverts to the State in 70 years from 1786. The 
pridges ^hich have been since built in the vicinity, are on the same model. TiM 
Fr^idest is the lloo. George Cabot, of Boston. 
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l^reatest splendour and festivity, on the same spot, and 
at the same time, which eleven years before, was a scene 
of slaughter and devastation. 

A reading society and news-rooms, were opened in 
1812, upon a liberal establishment ; but by the peculiar 
state of the times, another was afterward formed, which 
divided the original subscribers, and caused a different 
arrangement. That year also gave existence, in this 
town, to a branch of the " Washington Benevolent 
Society,"* the objects of which are to support the 
constitution, preserve the union of the States, recipro- 
cate advice in times of adversity, and relieve the indi- 
gent. Its first publick appearance was on the last anni- 
versary of the birth of our political father. 

Though I omit to detail our various publick celebra- 
tions,! (which are common to other places) and the dif- 
ferent motives of those who have encouraged them, I 
cannot forbear to mention that this town, in but seven- 
teen daysj from the mournful event, was the first in Mas- 
sachusetts, and I believe in the United States, that insti- 
tuted publick funeral honours on the death of Washing- 
ton. There are inany who hear me, that can never for- 
get the united sympathies of six hundred and twenty- 
persons, moving^ by^a solemn knell, and agonizing peals 
of cannon to the house of prayer ; or the copious tears 
of a crowded auditory at the recital of his unexampled 
services for his beloved country. The gazing school- 
boys, who accompanied us on that occasion, will renew 

* The President is Joseph Hard, Esq. and the namher of our inhtbitants who 
ire members is 2S0. 

t The 22d Feb. 4th March, 17th June and 4th July, have often been celebrat- 
ed bj the different political sects ; and the 5i4th June by the Free-Masons. 

* DeCSl, 1799. 

$ The procession consisted of the male inhabitants, from seven years of age and 
Ukwards ; the Magistrates, Town, Charch and Parish officers, instructers of 
me sehools, the lodge of Free-Masons, and the Military, consisting of three com- 
.^iei in uniform. The stores and shops were shut ; the flags on the vessels and 
OB shore were duplayed ha(f9tajf high, and minute guns were fired from Breed's 
Aifil The meeting house was shrowded in black, and an appropriate discourse 
from Deuteronomy zxxiv. 5,7,8. was delivered by Rev. Dr. Morse, which, 
vith all the proceedings, were published by the town for the use of the iohabit- 
'nti. 

The S2d of February, ISOO, being set apart by the Congress of the United 
IBtatea, was suitably noticed by the town. A procession was formed similar to the 
ahove, and an Oration deliverad by the author of this history, which was pubtiih* 
ed at ihe request of the seleetmen and parish committee. 
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their tender emotions, when they tell the melancholy 
story to their listening children, and the records of the 
town will transmit to future ages, a most honourable tesd* 
mony of our esteem and veneration. 

By this cursory retrospect of thirty seven years, from 
the rebuilding of the town, we may discover the benefit 
cial effects of industry and perseverance. Our com- 
merce, ship building, and other mechanick arts have ge- 
nerally been successful ; our manufactures, which in 
some branches are extensive, particularly of morocco 
leather, cordage, bricks, candles, soap of various kinds, 
the distillery of molasses, and the brewing of malt 
liquors; with the extensive butcheries, tan yards, and 
packing large quantities of provisions for foreign mar- 
kets, afford, in prosperous times, a productive income 
to the different proprietors, and a handsome support ta 
various classes of our fellow citizens. 

Our pleasant, healthful and commodious situation, il 
frequently a subject of conversation, with occasional vis* 
itants. The events of the revolutionary war ; the Navy 
Yard* located in 1800, and now in active operation, by" 
the building of a seventy-four gun ship, and the fitting 
of other vessels of war ; the Middlesex Canal,t opened 
in 1803, and creating a deposit for wood, lumber 
and other articles; the Marine Hospital,^ erected in 

* The territory comprising the national accommodations, being between 40 
Mid 50 acres, was ceded to the U. States in ISOO, by the General Court, who re- 
tain no other jurisdiction than to prevent a refuge against breaches of our statatel 
committed without its limits. The persons residing there are subject to nO taze4» 
nor the performance of municipal duties ; %nd it is considered as settled by the 
Judiciary, that they are not entitled f the ordinary rights and privileges of ow 
citizens. The land appropriated, was valued by a Jury at 37,280 dollars. A part 
of it is used for the IVfarine Hospital, and a part by the Militaiy department, 
whicli is accommodated ^ ith stores, a maeaiine and barracks. The AavT de* 
partment is furnished with an elegant dwelling house, extensive brick baildinrt 
tor stores, lofts, &o. a spacious wluui*, batteries, ' and oUier conveniences, wkiw 
are nearly completed. The principal officer is Commodore William Uainbridge. 

Brig. Gen. Thomas H. Cashing of the V. S. army, quarters here. There it 
aTso, a house used as a military hospital, of which Ben^min Waterhouse, M.D. if 
•urgeon, and ab«at dOO scrfdiers, most of whom are prisoners on parole. 

f This Canal, whieh affords a water communication from Boston to Merrimack 
river, terminates on the peninsula at Charlestown. For a particular description of 
this immense undertakiB|^, see Morse's Universal Geography, fourth edition 
Vol. I. p- 848. The President is Aai-on Dexter, Esq. 

i The Marine Hospital of the United States is 100 feet by 40, two stories hig)»f 
and a. basement ; it is accommodated with kitchens, a spacious hall, and ninetcea 
rooms, with a earden. The average number of patients is stated at SO. It ii 
controlled by the Collector of th« Customs, and conducted by an overseer tr 
aiavard, under the direction of the surgeon, who ie Dwvid Tovutfadi M. IX 
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I803y for the accommodation of sick and disabled sea- 
men ; and the State Prison* built in 1805, for the pun- 
Jshment, employment and reformation of convicts, have 
nven us publicity ; and we cherish a belief, that these 
important circumstances and establishments, will be so 
estimated and conducted, as to answer the publick expec* 
tatiqns, apd promote the happiness of the town. 

On political occurrences I shall remark generally, that 
during our connexion with Great Britain, we enjoyed 
tiie customary privileges ; a due proportion of the in- 
habitants were appointed to important offices ; there was 
a regular compliance with the requirements of govern- 
ipeiit, and a cheerful support of the publick burthens* 
But we participated fully in the effects of the stamp act 
in 1765, the revenue bill in 1768, the port bill in 1774, 
and of other tokens of ministerial impolicy. In proof of 
our patriotism it may be observed, that at the commence- 
ment of serious oppositionf to parliamentary measures, 
wx UNITED, as I hope we ever shall, to resist oppres- 
mn, and that but a single inhabitant,]: sought protection 
from the psffent country, whilst many J engaged, in various 

* Thts Prison is said to be as secure as any in the world. It is 800 feet long, 
14 vide and 38 highf containing 90 cells for conTicts, with kitchens, convenient 
iMms for officers, and gtiards, a chapel, hospital, store, work shops, and bathing 
yiaee. The yard, in which is a garden, is encompassed with a stone wall, 375 by 
U\ and 15 feet high, on which the guards are stationed. The number of con- 
fists admitted from Dec. 1905, to the time of thrs address, is 640, of whom 296 
kfe been discharged, 80 pardoned, 9 escaped, 22 died, 1 shot, and 333 remain. 
Tbe visitors are the Supreme Executive of the Commonwealth, and the Supreme 
lidieial Court. The directors are James Prince, James T. Austin, and Caleb 
Hiariiam, Esq'rs. ; the warden is Capt. Gamaliel Bradford ; and the physician is 
Jbslah Bartlett, M. D. 

t E- N. a respectable citizen of this town, lately deceased at the age of 78, has 
itpeatedly mentioned to the writer, that he was among the Indiana, who de*' 
ttxttfd the tea at Boston in 1774. 

^ Thomas Danforth, Esq. who was the only attorney at law in the town. 

f At the commencement of hostilities, a company of our inhabitants was raised 
nd served eight months. It was in the battle on Breed*s hill. I'he officers were 
*Ci^. Josiah Harris, ^IJeut. Bartholomew Trow, Ensiffn Thomas Miller, Ser- 
gdmtt, James Beriy, Timothy Thompson, *Samuel Moore and Francis Greene. 

for 




la- 
^Isaac 

Band, who attended small pOK patients, * Isaac Foster, an hospital surgeon, and 
tfterward a deputy director general, Thomas Welsh, a regimental surgeon, and 
Joiiah Bartlett, a hospital mate, and afterward surgeon. In the CTnnassan/^s 
itpartmentt *Ezekiel Cheever, Richard Frothingham, and Thomas Frothinghau, 
jOQi^— TA««e marked * are dead. 

Benjamin Frothingham, Inae Foster, Jvsiah Bartlett, Ezekiel Cheever, Rich- 
tr4 Arothingham tod Thoouui Frothingham, jao. continued daring the wai*. 
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stations in the revolutionary army, and some continued 
until the termination of the contest. 

During the confederation of the United States, and 
the first administration of the federal government, wc 
were tolerably united in principles and conduct ; but a 
question on the adoption of the British treaty in 1795, 
revived our prejudices; and the commotions of Europe, 
aided perhaps by that spirit of rivalship which is insepa- 
rable from the human character, excited in our citizens^ 
those unhappy divisions, which paralize the energies rf 
our country, and threaten us with the most serious cal- 
amities. May we all cultivate union, candour, modera- 
tion, and forbearance ; and let us remember, that by a 
noble support of a free constitution, ancient Rome w'as 
elevated to happiness and glory ; but by innovations and 
animosities, she fell from her exalted rank to infamy 
and slaverv. 

If we except the years 1809 and 1812 (when a unioa 
ticket prevailed) the affairs of the town have for a long 
period been exclusively administered* by those, who es^ 
pouse the present measures of our national government; 
but it is pleasing to reflect, that political dissensions have 
not destroyed our social intercourse, our mutual charities, 
or the personal confidence of our citizens in each other. 

From the adoption of the constitution in 1780, we 
chose but one representative annually to the General 
Court, until 1803, when we elected two ; in 1804 three; 
in 18()5 four ; and in 1806 five, which number has been 
continued to the last election, when by an equality of 
suffrages, for the different candidates, and an unintention- 
al errour in declaring the choice, the seats of four were 
vacated, and we are again reduced to a single member,! 

* The present Selectmen {\%\2i) are David Goodwin, Esq. Messrs. Timotkf 
Thompson and llichard Frothingham, Col Isaac Smith, Mr Peter Tufts, CtpC. 
Joseph Miller and Mr. John Tapley. Tovni Clerks John Kettell, Esq. Treat- 
urer, Mr. David Devens. 

Elected 1814. Selectmen^ David Goodwin, John Soley, and Jeremiah Evart^ 
Esq'rs. Deac. Amos Tufts, Messrs. Samuel Payson, Peter Tufts, and Josepii 
TiiJls. Clerk, Mr. David Dodge. Treasurer, Mr D. Devens. 

f Capt. Joseph Miller. His predecessors in office from the operation of the 
constitution were *Timothy Tufts, Esq. "Hon. Nathaniel Gorham ; Thomas Har- 
ris, and *Riehard Devens, Esq'rs. Hon. Josiah Bartlett, * Aaron Putnam, Esq. Hm< 
Matthew Bridge, David Goodwin, Esq. Messi*s. Richard Frothingham, and Setk 
Wyman^ Col. Nathaniel £Uwkins> Messrs. Elijah Mead, Daniel Tufta, Timothy 



( 



OP CHARLESTOWiir. 177 

liom the responsibility devolves, at this most impor* 

crisis. 

e have usually furnished a senator for the district of 
lesex, and repeatedly a member of the supreme 
itive.* One of our respected inhabitants, who 
d in various offices, was, for many years, the com- 
ity general! of this commonwealth. We were 
honoured with a president of congress uftder the 
deration ; who was afterward a member of that au- 
assembly that formed the constitution of the United 
g, and of the convention of this State that ratified it. J 
lis town enjoyed the residence, and here are deposit- 
le ashes of the most distinguished benefactor} of 



md David Devens ; Peter Tufts, jun. John Kettell, and William Aos- 
qn. Elected for 18 14^ Joseph Hurd and John Solej, Esqrs. and Mr. Jos* 
iftSy who do not espouse the measures of the national government. 

le inhabitants, who have served as tenators, ander the present eonstita* 
re *Uon. Nathaniel Gorharo, Josiah Bartlett, Matthew Bridge, and Samuel 
As members of the council, *Hon. Nathaniel Gorham, Jotiah Bartlett, 
temasWard. 

chard Devens, Esq. who died in 1807, aged 86. '* From a native strength 
d, quick discemroent, and cominendHble industry, he was qualified for dis- 
ked usefnlness. He sustained at different periods the most important town 
; was a magistrate and legislator ; and bequeathed a large sum for cbarita- 
•poses." For a particular delineation of his character^ see Panoplist, vol. 
S39. 

». Nathaniel Gorham, who died in 1796, aged S8. Having served in vari- 
rn offices, he was chosen representative in 1771, and from that period was 
. disengaged from publick employments. He was Speaker of the House ; 
e of the county Court, and, at the time of his death, supervisor of the na- 
revenue for the district of Massachusetts. In testimony of his merits and 
mnt services, and in compliance with a vote of the town, an eulogy on his 
tar was delivered, June 1 1, 1796, by Thomas Welsh, M. D. and is published. 

ihn Harvard died in 1638. All that can be ascertained of this gentlemaa 
: he had been a minister in England, and died soon after his arrival in this 
J ; that he preached a short time in this town, and bequeathed about eight 
ed pounils to the CoUe^. The^ writer has repeatedly seai;ched for his 
but could discover nothing to designate it. 

I following inhabitants of Charlestown (including exiles by the war in 1775) 
ed degrees at Harvard CoUege, and their names are copied from the CatO" 
For information on this subject before the memory of the writer, he 
ibted to the politeness of the Hon. William Winthrop, of Cambridge, who. 
eaeendant of the fifth generation from Govemour Winthrop. 
ise, who are not marked as dead, and have no place of residence annexed, 
w inhabitants of the town. 



* Comfort Start Mr. Sodus. 
'Samuel Now ell, Mr. Thesau. 
^Joshua Long, Mr. 
Thomas Greaves, Mr. Soc. 
'Zechariah Symmes, Mr. Soc. 



1658 *Ben4amin Bunker, Mr. 

63 'Nathaniel Cutler. 

64 'Alexander Nowell, Mr. Soc. 
69 'Daniel Russell, Mr. Soc. 
71 *Isaac Foster, Mr. Soc. 



SSeehariah Brigden, Mr. Soc. I 'Samael Phippsj Mr. 

23 ^ ?OJi. Ut, 
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Harvard University ; and there are many of our dcpa 
citizens, who were highly esteemed as clergy, jud: 
legislators, magistrates, and publick benefactors.* 



86 ^Nicholas Morton. 

90 ^Nicholas Lynde. 

91 * Joseph Lord, Mr. 

1703 *THOMAsGREAyES, Mr. Mass. 
Prov. Cur. Sup. Jurid. 
20 * Joseph Stimson, Mr. 

22 •Seth Svreetaer, Mr. 

23 *Joseph Lynde, Mr. 

24 •Henry Phillips, Mr. 

25 *Edward Dowse. 

26 •Thomas Greaves, Mr. 

27 * Benjamin Kent, Mr. v 

28 * Simon BratUtreet, Mr, 

31 •Chambers Russell, Mr. 

Mass. Pro¥. Cur. Sup. Jarid. 
•Joseph Kent, Mr. 

32 '^Thomas Skinner, Mr. 
35 •Daniel RuSsell, Mr. 

•John Bunker, Mr. 

39 •Jonathan Kent, Mr. 

40 * Benjamin Stevens, Mr. S.T.D. 
•Samuel Henley, Mr. 

50 *Thomas Cheever, Mr. 

52 •William Foster, Mr. 

53 * David Jenner. 

57 *Charles Russell, M.D. Aberd. 

58 *David Wyer, Mr. 
•Isaac Foster, Mr. 

59 •John Gorham, M/. 
61 * Thomas Carey, Mr. 

Isaac Rand, Mr. M. D. M. M. S. 
Vice Prases et Prseses. S. M. 
Lond. Soc. Corresp. A. A. et 
S. H. S. Boston, 

63 *Richard Carey, Mr. 

64 "^ Thomas Jbbot, Mr. 
•Thomas Brigden, Mr. 
•Joseph Dowse. 
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1766 •John Stevens, Mr>- 

71 John A. Mason, Mr. Boston 
John Frothingham, Mr /'•r; 

72 Thomas Welsh, M. D. M. 

et A. A. Soc. Boston, 

76 •Ezekiel Henley, Mr. 
Isaac Hurd, Mr. M. M. S. 

Concord. 
William Steams, Mr. Saien 

77 •Jacob Conant. 

78 Josiah Bartlett, M.B. 1791. 

1809. M.M. S. A. A. etS. 

81 •Timothy Swan. 

82 •Richard Codman, Mr. 

87 Thaddeus M Harris, Mr. I 
T D, S H. et A A. S. Dorch 

88 James Gardner, Mr. M. D. '. 

S. Soc. lofnn, 
90 Abijah Tufts, Mr. Virginia 
92 John Gorham, Mr. 
95 Benjamin Gorham, Mr. Bo 

97 Joseph Hurd, Mr. 
•Benjamin Wood. 

98 William Austin, Mr. 
Henry Gardner, Mr. M.D. \ 

8. Soc. Maiden 
1800 •Aaron H. Putnam, Mr. 

3 \bner Gardner, Mr, Boxbt 

4 Oliver Brown, Mr. 

5 Isaac Warren, Mr. Concon 

6 Isaac Hurd, Mr. Lynn, 

7 Joseph Tufts, Mr. 

10 Joseph Eaton. 

William J. Walker, Mr. M. 

11 Charles Hurd. 
James Russell. 

13 Gorham Bartlett. 
Henry Thompson. 



ites at Harvard College reside in town a 
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1801 Elias Phinney, Mr. 
2 Henry Adams, Mr. 



The following additional gil^pt^ 
time. 

1782 Samuel Payson, Mr. 
86 Elias H. Derby, Mr. 1805. 
95 Samuel J. Prescott* Mr. I 

At Tate College, New-Haven. 

1783 Jedidimh JHorse, Mr. et Kass. .* 1810 Samuel F. B. Morse. 

Tutor. S. T. D. Edin. A. A. et I ' 11 Sydney E. Morse. 
S. H. Mass. Soc. I 12 Richard C. Morse. 

1802 Jeremiah Evarts, Mr. C. A. Soc. | Theodore Dexter. 

At Providence College, 1797 William Collier, Mr. 1802 Benj. Gleasoi 

At Dartmouth College, Hanover. 

1S08 Leonard M. Parker. 1811 Abraham Andrews and William Gordon 

Abraham R. Thompson entered in 1795, and continued till 1797. 

Inhabitants who are undergraduates at Harvard College. John M. Fisk 
slah Bartlett, Jun. Samuel Bridge, John L. Payson, Samuel Soley. 

1665 •Caleb Cheeshahteaumuck, the only Indian who ever received a deg 
Harvard College, died at Charlestown in 1666, aged 20- 

• The present magistrates are, Justices through the state, Hon. Samuel 
(who has been president of the 8enate« and is chief justice of. the Cireoit Coi 
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)ur military arrangements have generally been re- 
stable. As early as 1630, a lot of land was designa- 
as a training field, and has been continued by that 
le, and for that use, to this time. Our present mili- 
' force^are three companies of militia, all of which are 
I officered and provided ; an artillery company formed 
.786, and two companies of light infantry in 1804. 
sse are so completely equipped and disciplined, as to 
^ain an equal rank widi any in the commonwealth. 
: have now a brigadier general, three field officers, 

Bon Pleas) and Josiah Bartlett, Esqrs. Justice* of the quorum, John Solej 
ohn Kettell, Esqn. Jtutices of the peace, Benjamin Hard, Joseph Hard, 
r Holden, David Goodwin, Thomas Harris, *Ahner Rogers, JMatthew 
^, Henry Adams, H W Gordon, Peter Tufts, Jun. William Austin, Elias 
oej, and Elias H. Derby, Esquires. Mr. Rogers died Feb. 23, 1814, aged 35. 

lere are many ancient epitaphs on the burying hill, roost of which are not 
le. The following have been copied M'ith difficulty, and may serve as a spe- 
n of the taste of our forefathers. 

lere lieth the body of Mr. John Greene, bom at London, in Old England, 
married Perseverance the daughter of ' Johnson in Amsterdam, by 

i he had six children ; with whom and three children he came to Charles- 
I in New-England, in 1632, was ruling elder of the church, and deceased 
I ^ 1658, aged 65, leaving behind two sons and one daughter, y'VL, John, 
1, and Manr, who erected this monument to the memory of him and his wife, 
father and mother." 

[lere lies interred the body of Richard Russell, Esq. who served his country 
iasurer, more than a treble prentiship, and as a magistrate sixteen years ; 
departed this life the 14th of May, 1676, being the 65th year of his age. 

A saibt, a husband, and a faithful brother, 

A friend, scarce equalled by any other, 

A saint, that walked high in either way. 

In godliness and honesty all say. 

A husband rare to both his darling wives, 

To her deceased, to her who him survifes. 

A father politick, and husband kind. 

Unto our state in treasureship we find. 

Of fathers good, as best to own to those. 

On him a fathership law did impose, * 

A Moses brother kind, good Aaron lov'd, 

On whom love showers, full of strcngt'h improve, 

A friend to needy poor, whom he refreshed. 

The poor may well lament their friend suppress'd, 

lu time of war he was remov'd in peace. 

From sin and woes to glory, by his decease." 

opied the above from the original stone in 1787, and it was replaced by the 
mdants at that time on a tablet of soft free stone, which is not proper for 
uses, as the inscription is now almost enaced. 

ff ere lies the body of John Phillips, Esq. whQ departed this life March 20, 
i«tatis sufB 94, who served in difers posts ; was some time judge of the ad- 
Ity, and treasurer of the province ; as colonel and chief officer of the regiment 
ino 1689 ad annum 1715; as one of the justices of the Inferior Court of Com- 
Pleas, and one of his majesty's council, ab anno 1689 ad annum 1716, sue- 
rely." 

le tomb stone of Capt. Richard Spra^e (one of the first comers from Salem) 
be leen: bat the whole iascription is not legible. 
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two brigade staff officers, and a regimental surgeon 
Several of our citizens are members, and we have r 
cently furnished a commanderf of the Ancient and Hoi 
ourable Artillery Company, which, in 1638, was foriw 
at Boston, as a school for officers, and is the oldest mi 
tary establishment in the United States. 

The learned professions,^ as they are termed, ha' 
been honourably encouraged, decently remunerated, an 
in general, properly conducted. But constantly varyii 
in theory, and from their nature involved in obscurit 
they are liable to abuses ; and their usefulness is often 
lessened by unworthy conduct in their members to eai 
other, than by a want of candour in the publick. 

Our free schools were incorporated by a special act 
the legislature, in 1793. They are governed by sevt 
trustees^ occasionally elected by the town in May. Tb( 
are liberally endowed by permanent funds and anni 
appropriations. II The trust is now in charge of tho 
who are competent and faithful. Let it be our care 

**The militia compames are commanded by captains Lot Pool, Robert Tenk 
and John Gibbs. The .^r/i/fery, by captain Loammi Kendall. The Warren JF> 
lanx, by captain Samuel T. Armstrong, and the Li^ht Injantri/, by capl 
James K. Frothingham. The other officers are, brigadier general Nathai 
Austin, Jan. (who is sheriff of the county) colonel Jonathan Page, majors Jod 
B. Phipps, and William Fernald. Brigade quarter master, major Timoi 
Walker, brigade major and inspector, major Samuel Jaques. Surgeon, All 
ham R. Thompson, L. M. 

f Captain Melzar Holmes. 

^ The clergy are Rev Jedidiah Morse, D.D. and William Collier, A M. 1 
Universal church is vacant, but Rev Edward Turner is soon to be installed. 

Attorneys at taw, — William Austin, *Abner Rogers, Elias Phinney, Hei 
Adams, and Joseph Tufts, Esqrs- and Leonard M. Parker, A. B 

Practitioners m medircine.—- Josiah Baillett, M D. and Abraham R. Thoi 
son, L. M. whoilft fellows of the Massachusetts Medical Society. Theod 
Dexter, A. B. a candidate for practice. 

§ The present board are the Rev William Collier, President; Capt-Nehen 
Wyraan, Treasurer; Dr. Abraham R. Thompson, Secretary ; Messrs Geo 
Bartlett and David Stetson, Capt Joseph Miller, and Mr Dnniel Reed. 

lL\iG\v predecessors in office were * Richard Devens, Esq •Hon Nath. Gorhi 
and Josiah Bartlett ; * Aaron Putnam and Joseph Hurd, Esqrs. Col. Ni 
Hawkins and Mr. Seth Wyman (who are named in the act) Messrs. San 
Tufts and JonathanTeel, Rev. Jedidiah Morse, Benjamin Hurd, Esq. Mr. Time 
Thompson, Maj. Timothy Walker, David Goodwin, Esq Hon. Matthew Brie 
Thomas Harris, Esq. Messrs. Samuel Payson, Joseph Phipps, John Stone, EI 
Mead, Janfes Greene, John Tufts, and Samuel Thompson ; Peter Tufts, J 
and John Kettell, Esqrs. Messrs. Samuel Kent, Daniel Parker, David Devi 
Jonas Tyl^r, Philemon R. Russell, and Ebenezer Cuttei^ William Austin, Esi 

The instructers on the peninsula, are Abraham Andrews, A. B Messrs Di 
Dodge, John Bennet, and Oliver Jaqueth. Without the neck, Messrs. M' 
Hall, Jacob Pierce, and Benjamin Greene. 

II Tb« permanent fund is JgSOSl, and the appropriation for 1813 2^500. 
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Strengthen their hands, and encourage their hearts ; for 
ri££ SCHOOLS were the glory of our ancestors, they are 
Ae boast of New-England, and the palladium of our fu- 
tnre prosperity. 

In the year which is nearly closed, an extensive soci- 
ety* of all the religious denominatibns, and of different 
pditical principles, has been organized for the reforma- 
tion of morab, which, if prudently conducted, may tend 
to the peace and happiness of the town. 

By a display of publick spirit, and with a degree of 
unanimity, ominous of future success, this handsome, 
convenient edifice, f designed for the accommodation 
of our reading society, f and for purposes like the pre- 
sent, has been expeditiously completed, and in the act of 
"incorporation 4 is designated by the name of Washing- 
ton Hall. 

* The president is Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D.D. 

t This is a briek building, situated on the main street, and aeeomrabdated with 

• haudsome rear entrance from Toton Hill, It is 53 feet long, 29 feet wide, and 
' fhree stories high. The property is vested in fiftr shares, subscribed for by 34 
; persons, vix. Bcmamin Swift 5 shares,, losexih Hnrd 3, Timothy Walker S, Ashur 
. A4am8 3, Josiah Bartlett 3, Jedidiah Morse 2, Nathan Tufts 2, Apollos Field 2, 
: Kebard Boylston 2, David Stetson, Nathaniel Austin, Jun. Samuel Soley, Wil- 
-mok Pratt, Thomas Kettell, Stephen Gorhara, Chester Adams, Nathan Adams, 

Tjbomas Osgood, Eiias Phinney, Oliver Jaqueth, Benjamin Adams, John Soley, 

Ab. R Thompson, Henry Adams, Elisha Wheeler, Thomas Boylston, *Benjamin 
I Hard, Jon. Samuel Kidder, John Skinner, William Femald, Samuel Jaques, 

biae Warren, Amos Tufts, and Jeremiah Evarts 1 each, 'Mr. Hurd died 

Sept. 15, 1813, ai^ed 37. 

The expense, meluding the land, was JS6250. The cellar and lower story are 
' tKd for an elegant druggist's store ; the second story is for reading and news 
. rooms ; in the third is the Hall, and a convenient drawing room, appropriated 

Sir varioos uses. In the yaixl is an office about 15 feet square, occupied by Mr. 

Jinnes Frothingham dd, portrait painter, 

i This institution is furnished by the " Washington Hall Association" with 
lewspapers, books, &c. of which there is a considerable collection. Subsdriben 
nre admitted by the Directors, each of which pay jgs a year. The present num- 
kttis 85, and the officers of the association, elected 1814, are Joseph Hurd, Esq. 
Preridentf Major Timothy Walker, Vice-President; Mr. Samuel Soley, Cierfs 
flCrf Treasurer ; John Soley, Esq. and Mr. Thomas Kettell, who form a board 
tf IHrectors 

. The other reading Society has a room in the square ; the subscribers pay jS5 
ajMr, the number is 53, and the officers are Major William Thompson, JPresi' 
inUf John Kettell, Esq Messrs. Jesse Brown, Leonard M- Parker, and Kendall 
Bailey, Comnditee,- Maj. W. Thompson, Treasurer ; L. M. Parker, A.B. Clerk, 

$ "COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Jth Aci to incorporate sundry persons in Charlestown, in the county of JUiddle* 

sex, by the name of the Washington Hall Association, 

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofJiepresenttUives -in Gen- 

wU Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, 'fnat Joseph Hurd, Jo- 

aah Bartlett, David Stetson, Timothy Walker, and Benjamin Swift, with such 

others as have associated, and purchased a lot of land, bounded thirty feet on the 

Main street, in said Charlestown, running back one hundred and fifty feet, and 

IM ^l^ting a building thereon by the name of Washington Hall, for offices^ 
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We now solemnly and joyfully dedicate it to (b 
memory of that illustrious, UNEquALLED patrio: 
whose name it bears. Here may we venerate his virtue: 
cultivate his principles, and practise by his exampk 
Within these walls may our successors manfully su[ 
port the doctrines of rational liberty ; ^d when an hur 
dred and eighty five years, the period we have so impei 
fectly reviewed, "shali have again expired, may the 
,# recognize the efforts of the present era, as we now cel< 
brate the exertions of those who have passed before v 
to the regions of immortality. 



APPENDIX. 

THE following is a detail of the births and deaths (be 
fore noticed) on the peninsula for the past 25 years. 

Tearii Birthi. . Deaths. Years. Births. Deaths. 

1789 .52 22 1803 135 57 

90 40 35 4 140 79 

91 47 26 5 150 68 

92 46 S2 6 200 80 

93 64 32 7 190 90 

94 70 26 8 200 47 

95 77 38 9 197 78 

96 83 65 10 228 63 
9r 103 50 11 220 100 

98 93 40 12 233 93 

99 93 40 13 228 115 
1800 102 60 -: 

1 114 95 3225 1510 

2 120 79 

reading rooms, and other purposes ; be, and they are hereby incorporated, ftii 
holding in fee simple, and managing the affairs of the said esute, which is divid« 
into fiuy shares ; and they are authorized to use a common seal, and to estaUal 
aoeh by-laws, relating to the said corporation, as are not repugnant to the coMti 
tution and laws of this Commonwealth; provided the annual income of saideoi 
poration shall not exceed the sum of fifteen hundred dollars. 
Sect. 2. B^it further enacted. That said Joseph Kurd be authorized to ea 
^ the first meeting of the said corporation, by a written notification to each men 
ber, at least three days before the time of meeting. 

Approved, June 16, 1813, CALEB STRONG. 

The persons named in the act were the Directors, to provide materials, msl 
contracts, and conduct the erection of the building. Mr. Chester Adams v: 
Ckrk and Treasurer, 
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A census of the inhabitants of Charlestown, taken in 
August and September, 1810, by Mr. Timothy Thomp- 
800, Jun. who was appointed for that purpose by the 

marshal of the United States for the district of Massa* 

chusetts. 

Males. FemaleSi 

Under ten years of age 651 771 

From ten to sixteen - 308 351 

sixteen to twenty six 496 510 

twenty six to forty five 612 496 

forty five and upwards 281 260 

Convicts in the State Prison 195 5 



2543 2393—4936 
. Included above, are 25 black males and 37 femties. 

Mr. Thompson has also furnished the following ac- 
count of manufactures in the town, taken at the same 
time. 

Artieles. Talae per year. 

Eighteen millions bricks - - 650,000 

One hundred and seventy chaises - 34,000 

Two hundred and fifty gallons rum per day 50,000 

. Four thousand hides tanned - - 28,000 

Cordage . • . . 106,000 

Tmne - ^ - - . . 1,500 

One hundred and fifty thousand morocco skins 225,000 

Stone and earthen ware - - 6,500 

Thirty thousand pounds fine soap - 9,000 

Ninety thousand pounds common do. - 9,000 

Ten thousand boxes mould candles - 70,000 

Four thousand hats - - - 14,000 

Plated ware . • - . 7,550 

Cabinetwork - ... 19,000 
Twenty eight hundred and fifty yards common 

weaving - ■. - - - 2,113 

81,231,663 

Establishments for preparing spirit of turpentine and 
lamp black, and for a brewexy, were not valued. 
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There have be^, an extensive distillery erected, \ 
tan yards completed, a factory for preparations of vit 
established, and salt petre works commenced, since 
census was taken ; but it is the opinion of compel 
judges, that the manufactory of bricks, chaises, corda 
morocco leather, plated ware, and cabinet work, 
greatiy lessened since that period. 

The Schools are in a state of great prosperity ; 
will be shewn by the following extract from a repon 
the trustees to the town. May 2, 1814. 

" At the late examinations, we found the schools un 
the most perfect government, and in the highest state 
improvement; we cannot refrain from congratulat 
our fellow-citizens on a situation of their publick scha 
so auspicious to the best interests of the town, so gr 
fying to the dearest hopes of parents, and bearing si 
honourable testimony to the eminent ability and fide 
of the instructers.'* 

On the acceptance of the report, the town voted < 
thousand dollars in addition to the usual annual appro] 
ation, for the education of young children ; in cor 
quence of which, twenty one districts are establish 
and to each a schoolmistress is appointed, for the instr 
tion of those, from four to seven years of age, the wh 
number of whom is four hundred and twenty five ; 
scholars of both sexes, in the other schools, from se^ 
to fourteen years of age, are seven hundred and sev 
teen ; which makes the whole number, instructed at 
expense of the town, eleven hundred and forty two. 

A publick support of schools, kept by women, 
primary instruction, and free to every inhabitant, un 
the direction of the trustees, though novel, is honours 
to the town, and affords a pleasing presage of future ; 
provement. 

CharlestowTiy May 9, 1814. 



ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE ARTILLEBY. 186 

UtHF HISTORY OF THE " ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE ARTILLERY 

COMPANY." 

[Extracted from the original records^ 1 803. Ed.] 

1638, April 24. AN order was granted, signed by- 
John Winthrop, governour, and Thomas Dudley, deputy 
govemour, to Robert Keine and others, by which they 
and their successors were incorporated by the name of 
"the Military Company of the Massachusetts." Among 
their privileges were, " that no officer should be put upon 
"them, but of their own free choice ;" *' that no other 
"trainings, nor other ordinary town meetings, be in the 
" towns on the first Monday of the month, their stated 
"meeting;" "that they may assemble in any town 
"within this jurisdiction.'' At the same time they had 
a gift of 1000 acres of land. 

1673, October 15. A return was made and approved 
by the General Court, dated 11th Sept. laying out the 
lOOO acres on the Merrimack river ; and 500 acres more 
were granted, adjoining the former. 

1685 — 1691. There was an intermission during Sir 
£dmund Andros' government. 

. 1700, September 2. The title "Ancient and Honour- 
able" is first used in the records. In the articles, then 
agreed to by the successours of the original members, 
Aey continue to be styled, " the Military Company of 
Massachusetts." 

1731, June 14. An order passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in consequence of a petition from the compa- 
ny, by a committee, empowering them to " sell their 
lands, and invest the produce in. such other real estate as 
may be most for their advantage." 

1748. A town meeting was called at Boston ; but be- 
ing contrary to the company's charter, it was declared 
null and void. 

1749, June 15. An order passed the Council, and 
Kvas concurred in by the House of Representatives, Jan. 
13, in consequence of a petition from the company, that 
certain taxes imposed on the treasurer for three years 
Dast, by the assessor of the town of Boston, amounting to 
.45, 13/^, 0. T. be remitted ; and that all donations to 

34 VOL. XI. 
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the company be exempt from all taxes until this Court 
order otherwise." 

1 775 — 1 786. An intermission by reason of the war, &c 

Aug. 4. The company met, and voted that the offi- 
cers chosen June, 1774, continue as such till June next 

Members' names registered 1300. Gen. Winslow ob- 
served, ( April, 1803) there are about 100 to be recorded 

A list of those who have preached the annual sermon^ 
on their election of officers, with the texts, &c. was p^^ 
pared by the compiler of this article, and published witfc 
Rev. Mr. Foster's sermon, 1809. A list of the preachers, 
on the general election of counsellors in Massachusetts, 
was also added to Rev. Dr. Osgood's sermon, that 
year. Both these, omitting the texts, are contained, 
with various other lists, of preachers and orators on pub- 
lick occasions, in the catalogue of the library of the Mas- . 
sachusetts Historical Society, 8vo. 1811, p. 84—91. A 
list, of those, who have commanded the Ancient and Hon- i 
ourable Artillery Company, is annexed to Rev. Dr; 
Wood's sermon in 1808. 



ORIGINAL LETTER FROM REVEREND BENJAMIN COLMAN, D. D. 10 
THE HONOURABLE JONATHAN BELCHER, ESaUIRE.^ 

{It is knorvn to be in tJu hand nniting of Dr. C. and is from a file tf 
MSS. presented to the editor hy Mr. JVilUam Taylor^ 1 798. J 

Sir, Boston^ August 22y n4&. 

PREACHING* with Mr. Byles yesterday, I was ia- 
formed by him that you were determined on a voyage to 
London in the mast-ships. I am sure then it is my duty 
to attend you over sea, with the best wishes • and ferveflt 
prayers of a most sacred friendship ; which your per- , 
sonal worth commanded and constrained long before ft 
pleased the king to honour you with his commission of 
commander in chief over us ; and the undeserved regard 
with which your excellency honoured me through all 
the years of your filling the chair, have laid new bonds 
upon me, never to be forgotten. When you came over 

* He was governour of the colony of the Massachusetts Bay from 1730 to 1740. 
See an admirable life of him ia Dr. Eliot's Biograph. Dietionarjy p. 53—7. Ed. 
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govemour, mine was the highest joy ; and when you 
left the chair, none but your own family felt an equal 
grief. Indeed I have been very happy, through the 
whole forty years of my ministry in the town, that I have 
honoured and truly reverenced all the governours, whom 
It has pleased the king to set over us, and they have all 
had an excellency of one kind and degree or other, which 
gave a pleasure in rendering the respect which their high 
station demanded. It has been a circumstance through 
life, in which a most gracious providence is to be de- 
voutly acknowledged. And though I seldom wait on 
4e present govemour,* yet his excellency seems to 
Tenerate me tor my age, and does me the justice to 
number me among his friends. 

Since your excellency left the chair, you have honour- 
ed me with the most endearing testimonies of a religious 
confidence, wherein you have once and again edified, 
warmed, and humbled me, and increased the veneration 
I had for you in your more publick hfe. May the divine 
Presence and Influence fill up your remaining days on 
earth with satisfactions, which this world and all the 
glories of it can never give, nor the absence of them 
take away. Your treasure and your reward, may it be 
on high ; and whatever merit you may be able to plead 
before an earthly sovereign, and his high ministers of 
state, whose instructions were, it may be, but too sacred 
with you, because of the oath of God as you kneeled at 
• his majesty's feet ; may a righteous and gracious sove- 
reign attend to your just plea, and give you your petition. 
We all here know, that you spent a great part of your 
paternal estate, beside what you had yourself acquired 
m your youth, while you were in the chair over us ; and 
it will rejoice many of us, his majesty's faithful subjects 
here, if, of his great goodness, he shall please to make 
your old age easy and honourable, by any royal allow- 
ances, " ut in otia tuta recedas^'* as Juvenal has it. 

Sir, I cannot possibly omit writing to Mrs. Holden, 
Dr. Watts, and Dr. Guyse, on such an occasion as your 
going from us ; will it please you to honour the letters 
with a place in your chest, and could there be room for 
a small pacquet to the Doctor, from whom your excel- 

* His Excellency Wflliam Shirley, Esq. GoTernour from 1740^57. 



1 
^1 



188 s, quincy's letter 

lency has often, with J)leasure, received for me and 
others. 

May the Most High, whom seas and winds obey, fa- 
vour you, sir, with a most prosperous voyage, and hb 
comforts refresh your soul every morning and evening 
in your absence from us ; may you find your beloved 
Jonathan in heahh, and he have the joy again of your 
tender embraces; may every just desire of your heart 
be granted you, and a glad return to us, or a more bappjr 
enjoyment of life than America can pretend to afford 
you, be chosen for you by the God of your life : Majr 
ne give his angels charge over you in all your way, and 
may his grace be ever with your spirit, to guide and 
preserve you to his heavenly glory. And with a return 
of like affection and supplication, when before tlie throne, 
please (dear and ever honoured sir) ever to remember 
your most unworthy, most obliged, dutiful humble ser- 
vant, B. C, 



A LETTER FROM MR. SAMJEL QUINCY TO THE HONOURABLE CD* 

MUND aUINCY, Esa. 

Savannah, Oct. 23, 1735. 
Dear Sir, 
YOURS by Mr. Foster, together with a kind present, 
came to hand, for which I return you and my good 
cousin a great many thanks. Vie are in daily expecta- 
tion of the arrival of Mr. Oglethorpe, who comes over 
to over-see the building of forts on our frontiers, pursu- 
ant to the king's orders. Affairs here are but in an iH 
situation, through the discouragements attending the 
settlement, which have rendered some of the better sort 
of people very discontented, and if the trustee, who comes : 
over, does not remove them, I believe many will leave * 
the place. The magistrate, to whom the government of . 
the colony was left, proves a most insolent and tyrannical j 
fellow. Several just complaints have been sent home . 
against him, which do not meet with a proper regard, 
and this has made people very uneasie. Indeed it has a 
very ill aspect ; for it looks as if they designed to estab* 
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lish arbitrary government, and reduce the people to a 
condition little better than that of slavery. There are 
«ome things likewise in their very constitution, which 
looks this way ; the tenure by which they hold their 
hnd subjects them to a kind of vassalage, not consistent 
with a free people. In short, Georgia, which was seem- 
ingly intended to be the asylum of the distressed, unless 
dungs are greatly altered, is likely to be itself a mere 
scene of distress. Some of the people, to support their 
extravagance, and others out of real necessity, have run 
themselves miserably in debt ; die store-keepers having 

S'ven them credit in hopes of possessing themselves of 
eir houses, and even their persons, by obliging them 
to be their servants ; and if the trustees do not disconcert 
these designs, great numbers must be unavoidably ruin- 
cd ; though to do this must needs ruin the store-keep- 
ers, for they arc most of them deeply indebted to their 
merchants in Carolina : But I think indeed they deserve 
no pity, because their designs appear to have been rapa- 
cious and dishonest. This is our present condition, and 
the small improvements that are made on lands, gives us 
a very indifferent future prospect. Notwithstanding the 
place has been settled nigh three years, I believe I may 
venture to say there is not one family, which can subsist 
without farther assistance, and most would starve if they 
had not dependence on the trustees ; but the trustees 
have raised very large assistance to carry it on, and will 
no doubt do their utmost to support it, and therefore it 
is to be hoped that it may in time come to something, 
though on the present footing things are established, it 
will never be a desirable place, and therefore none will 
choose to settle in it who can remove elsewhere, unless it 
be some who are particularly favoured by the trustees. 
I heartily pray for your and family's welfare, and am, 
Dear sir, your affectionate kinsman, 
and most humble servant, 

S. QUINCY. 



igO ON BPISCOPACY 

RESIAIIKS ON THE BISHOP OF OXFORD^S SBRMON PREACHED BSFORK 
THE INCORPORATED SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF IBB 
GOSPEL IN FOREIGN PARTS, 1740, 1. 

[The following is published from a very fair manuscript of Rev. An- 
drew £liot, D.D. the father and immediate predecessor of the late 
ever to be lamented Rev. John Eliot, D.D. of this town. " Ex« 
tracts from these Remarks, &c, were published in England bj Dr. 
Panels Bluckburne,^^* archdeacon of Cleaveland, with whom the 
author held a correspondence. It is believed, and indeed may 
be asserted, that they were never printed entire. Although the 
tponttoversy is now at rest, it has been thought that the views heie 
given, would be interesting to many of our readers, and are well 
worth preserving, on account of the historical facts they indudc^ 
as well as for their merit as a composition. The writer was one d 
the bright lights of our nation. Of these Remarks^ he speaks toh» 
correspondent, Mr. Thomas Hollis, as follows. " 7 Dec. 1 767. 
•^ When I saw your MS. note, I immediately wrote some remarb 
" which I designed for the press ; but upon communicating the se^ 
*' men to Dr. Chauncy, he said he would insert some marginal noCei 
'* relative to it.f I wish he had said more about it, than I find be 
** has. I send you a copy, which you are at liberty to make ¥1bI 
" use of you please." Ed.] 

THE Bishop of Oxford, now his grace of Canterbury, 
[Thomas Seeker, D.D.] in his sermon preached before 
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, &c. ac- 
quaints his auditory, that the Society was " established; : 
first, for the support of Christianity in our colonies and * 
factories abroad, then for the propagation of it amongst , 
the heathens intermixed with them, and bordering 
upon them," " Every possible reason," says his lorfl- [ 
ship, ** required our predecessors in this excellent under- ^ 
taking to begin with inspecting the state of the English * 
plantations in America." 

To prove this fundamental point, his lordship paints t 
the state of the British colonies in the blackest colours. ' 

" The first European inhabitants too many of them, 

carried but little sense of Christianity abroad with ] 
them : A great part of tho rest suffered it to wear out j 
gradually ; and their children grew of course to have I 

• New-England Biographieal Dictionary, by J. Eliot, D.D. p. 193, note. j 

t In his observations on Dr, Ewer's, lord bishop of Landaff, sermon 1767, A 
letter to Dr. E. was also pablished by the celebrated William Liviogstouj on hii 
lordsliip*! sermon. Ed. 
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.jtt less than they; till in some countries there were 
-xarce any footsteps of it left, beyond the mere name. 
No teacher was known, no religious assembly was held ; 
tiie Lord's day distinguished only by more general dis- 
soluteness ; the sacrament of baptism not administered 
fiwr near twenty years together, nor that of the Lord's 
sapper for near sixty, amongst many thousands of 
people, who did not deny the obligation of the^e duties, 
but lived notwithstanding in a stupid neglect of them. 
Such was the state of things in more of our colonies 
Attn one; and where it was a little better, it was, 
however, lamentably bad.^^ 

. In how many, or in which of the colonies, this was 
the melancholy state, his lordship doth not say ; it was 
"in more than one ;^^ in the rest it was only " a little 
BETTER ;" in all it was " lamentably badJ*^ Bad it was 
indeed, if the representation in the words that immedi- 
^ately follow is, in any measure, just. " Some persons 
"seem very desirous of seeing what sort of creatures 
men would be, without the knowledge of God. Here a 
sufficient trial was made of this : And it shewed, to an 
unhappy degree of certainty, that they would be wicked, 
and profligate, and brutal in every respect, and return, in 
a few generations, to entire barbarism.'^ " In these cir- 
cumstances, the poor inhabitants mBdCj Jrom all parts^ 
. Ae most affecting representations of their deplorable con- 
■ fition : The truth of which was but too fully confirmed 
ly their respective govemours, and the persons of prin- 
cijpal note in each province. There could not be wor- 
.-diier objects of regard, than such complainants. And if 
; they, who remained insensible, did not deserve pity so 
'.J&ucb, they wanted it still more." 

Nothing could be more finely imagined than this state 
: Df tbe colonies ; or better adapted to excite the compas- 
sion of the hearers, and to procure a large collection for 
'the relief of their stupid, uninstnicted brethren. But 
h is to be hoped, the original is not quite so dark as this 
picture represents ; some allowance is to be made for a 
.very lively fancy. It can hardly be supposed, that any 
of the colonies, in their worst state, were sunk into such 
ijgaorance and stupidity, as to give opportunity for '^ a 
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trial" which " some persons seem very desirous of see- 
ing," but never had been sufficiently made, even among 
the most ignorant barbarians, viz. " what sort of crea- 
tures men would be without the knowledge of God." 
If his lordship had mentioned any one colony, even the 
most " profligate and wicked," as answering to this de* 
scription, the inhabitants of that colony would have, 
thought themselves greatly injured, and would not have 
silently borne the reproach. Bad as they were, thejr j 
knew the existence of a Deity, and had some sense rf 
moral obligation. 

After this moving introduction, his lordship gives an 
account of the proceedings of the honourable society. 
** The society, therefore, in proportion to their own 
ability, and the need of each place, first sent over mis- i 
sionaries to perform the offices of religion amongst them, . 
then schoolmasters, to instruct their children in the prin- 
ciples of it, who, after enduring much contradiction of 
sinners, and going through a variety of labours and diffi- 
culties, have, through the blessing of God, made a ff- 
markable change in the face of things, and laid a noble 
ground- work of what, we hope, will every day be cany- 
ing on towards perfection. But at present much remains 
to be done. Multitudes continue, as before, in a thought- 
less disregard to almost every part of Christianity ; and 
multitudes also are daily petitioning for help ; which to 
some we cannot give^t all ; and to others so little, that 
they have divine service only once in many weeks ; and 
several districts of sixty, seventy and eighty miles long, 
have but one minister to ofliciate in each of them." 

This passage plainly discovers the sentiments, w' :ch 
both his lordship and the society had of the state c ** eli- 
gioninthe colonies. It had just been said, that "^Af 
poor inhabitants made ^ from all parts, the most affectini 
representations of their deplorable condition.^^ Here it u 
declared, that *' the society, in proportion to the need (f 
eachplacCy first sent over missionaries to perform the 
ofiices of religion amongst them, and then schoolmasters, 
to instruct their children in the principles of it." Those 
places, therefore, where the society sent their mission- 
aries and schoolmasters, are the places which his lordstuir 
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had described in such pathelick language. At least, 

this is what a stranger, who had been an auditor of this 

discourse, must have concluded. 

If It would not be presumption to question what is 
, delivered by so great an authority, some would take the 

liberty to inquire, whether these " affecting representa* 
; tions of their deplorable condition," were made from the 

three provinces of the Massachusetts Bay, Connecticut, 
. or New-Hampshire. If they were, they were injurious 
: aspersions. From the beginning of New- England, 
\ Rhode- Island excepted, there was ample provision made 
J for a gospel ministry. As soon as a town was settled, 
; a church was formed, and a minister ordained. When 
• one minister was removed, care was very soon taken to 
U look out for a successour, so that very few parishes have 
! been long vacant. There was the like concern to supply 
\ each town with schools, and, if the town was of any con- 

:jaderable bigness, with a grammar school. When the 
L society sent missionaries and schoolmasters to these 
•^ three colonies, they did not send " in proportion to the 
I need of each place ;" unless those places in which there 
t ire Congregational ministers, men of character for leam- 
Si.,ing and religion, stand in more need of their help, than 
L places in which there are no ministers at all. Dr. Bray, 
^ the father of the society, " found very little need of mis- 
I ^onaries for the propagation of • Christianity from New- 
p- , York northward, the Narragansett country excepted ; and 
i'.in the colonies of Connecticut and Massachusetts none 
t at all.'* But it seems, they, who had the direction, were 
f of a different opinion. The society, very soon after their 
[ foundation, sent missionaries to places in New-England, 
|. where the inhabitants were well supplied with congrega* 
I tional ministers. In 1740-1, when this sermon was de- 
[; livered, the number of missionaries and schoolmasters, 
i employed by the society in the three before mentioned 
i! provinces, was fifteen ; at the same time, in North- 
^Carolina, which comes the nearest to his lordship's mel- 
\ ancholy description of any one of the colonies, there were 
[* only two missionaries. In that extensive province, (and 
'1 believe in no other,) it is very probable, there were 
' '* several districts of sixty, seventy, aod eighty miles 

^ S5 VOii, XI. 
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long/' that had " but one minister to officiate in each of 
them.'* But it is a very natural inquiry, why the sodety 
suffered it to be so. Why so many were ^nt to places, 
in which the inhabitants were obliged by law to have an 
orthodox minister and schoolmaster, and so few to those 
districts that were almost destitute ? " The churches of 
this country," as was observed by Mr. Hobart, " in 
which they maintain missionaries, generally stand within 
a mile, and often a few rods of a Presbyterian or Congre- 
gational church, where the people they provide for might, 
without any charge to the society, constantly attend 4c 
publick worship and ordinances of God.'' Of these 
countries then, it could not with truth be said, " there 
were scarce any footsteps of Christianity left, beyond the 
mere name. No teacher was known, no religious assem- 
bly held, the Lord's day distinguished only by more gen- 
eral dissoluteness ; the sacrament of baptism not admin* 
istered for near twenty years together, nor that of the 
Lord^s supper for near sixty." "Such," his lordship says^ 
" was the state of things in more of our colonies than 
one, and where it was a little better, it was, however^ 
lamentably bad.^^ This last clause evidently takes in aB 
the colonies, which were not included in the description 
immediately preceding ; and to make it quite certain, 
his lordship says, p. 11, " You have now heard, in bric^ 
the state of our colonies with respect to religion." Not 
one word, of the provision made in some of these colo- 
nies for the instruction of the inhabitants in the truths of 
jeligion, and for the regular administration of divine 
ordinances. 

Can it be supposed, that his lordship, at that time^ 
knew the true state of things ; that there were in the New- 
England colonies, whom he had characterized with die ■ 
rest, as in such deplorable circumstances, several hun- 
dred Presbyterian and Congregational ministers^ men rf 
education and of good morals ? And that in those places^ 
to which a great part of the society's missicmanes had 
been sent, there was as much of the appearance of reli- 
gion, and the ordinances of the gospel were as regularly 
administered, as in any part of the British dominions^ 
if this can be supposed possible, where tlie a<Uai[Ustrat«r 
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hath not been set apart by the sacred hands of a diocesan . 
bishop. 

: As his lordship had his education among the Dissenters 
in England, he could not but know, that a man may be 
. a non-conformist, and yet have the knowledge of God, 
and be in no danger of returning to entire barbarism. 

It is very surprizing, that one of his lordship's exten- 
sive knowledge should, in a publick discourse, describe 
\ the colonies as having " scarce any footsteps of christian- 
i". ity beyond the very name ;'* at least, that he hath not 
\ greatly limited this character, and allowed that things 
\ were, and always had been, more than a itttle better in 
\ some of them; particularly in many of those places, 
I Where the society had sent their ministers and school- 
\ masters. And it is the more strange, as, it appears by 
r another part of the discourse, his lordship did actually 
ft know, there was " one considerable province," in which 
\ die Independents, as he is pleased to denominate them, 
* had something which they called the established church. 
^ The means of instruction in Connecticut and Massachu- 
t setts Bay were as plenty, as when Dr. Bray, with a can- 
i dour that does honour to his memory, gave his opinion, 
^ that they needed no missionaries at all. And the cir- 
\ cumstancesof New Hampshire, in this respect, were much 
' die same, though it was not mentioned by Dr. Bray, 
\ probably because that province was then so small that it 
: did not come within his notice. It is no reflection on 
diose employed by the Society, to say, that the gospel 
; hath been preached in those colonies, and in r#.ny places 
\ m New- York and the Jersi'es, both before and since their 
introduction, as well as it ever was by them. And it 
\ would discover a more Catholick spirit in the Society, 
as well as better answer the end of their institution, if 
diey sent their missionaries to those places in which ^' mul- 
titudes continue in a thoughtless disregard to almost ev- 
oy part of Christianity, and multitudes are daily peti- 
tbning for help, which to some they cannot give at all, 
. and to others so little, that they have divine service only 
\ once in niany weeks : And to those districts, of sixty, 
'■ seventy and eighty miles long, th^t had but one minister 
to officiate in each of them.'^ 



19ft ON EPISCOPACY 

The true state of things hath been published to the 
world, more than once. The late excellent Dr. May* 
hew has given a just representation of facts in his writings, 
which have been published in England, and his reason- 
ing upon them is unanswerable. If the honourable So- 
ciety choose to persevere in the course thcj'' have been . 
in, it cannot be helped ; but many of the church of Eng- 
land, as well as other denominations, apprehend it will 
discover a spirit, which reflects no honour on that great ' 
and respectable body. If this is their resolution, it 
xvould certainly be more just fairly to own, that their 
design is to episcopize the colonies, than to publish such 
unkind accounts from year to year. The people of Great j 
Britain get more and more acquainted with the state of ■ 
America ; and they will find out, that the European in* 
habitants are not so destitute of Christianity, as they have 
been represented. This may produce such reflections 
on the Society, as I sincerely wish they may never more 
give occasion for. 

His lordship informs his auditory, p. 7, that the mis- 
sionaries, " after enduring much contradiction of sinners^ 
and going through a great variety of labours and difficul- 
ties, have, through the blessing of God, made a remarka- 
ble change in the face of things, and laid a noble ground- 
work, of what, we hope, will every day, be carrying on 
towai'ds perfection." I shall not attempt to blacken the 
character of the missionaries ; some of them have bcai 
men of worth, and have regularly attended the duties of 
their station : But I have never heard of any peculiar 
♦' labours and difficulties'^ they have been called to, in 
any of the colonies. In New England they generally re- 
side in our capitals, and most populous towns, are treat- 
ed with respect, and live comfortably on the salaries al- 
lowed them by the Society, and what is given by their 
own people. I know of no remarkable change for the 
better in the nortliem colonies, since the missionaria 
have been sent among us. There are, it is true, more 
Episcopaliz^ns than there were ; this is owing to a variety 
of causes, which I need not specify. But their number 
is yet comparatively small. There is, at present, no 
great appearance of a ground work, upon which the 
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Episcopal hierarchy can be erected. If this is the fabrick, - 
which, it is hoped, " will every day be carrying on to- 
wards perfection,*' we also hope, in our turn, that the 
descendants of those excellent and heroick men, who first 
settled New-England, will never forget the glorious er- 
rand of their fathers, but that they will " stand fast in the 
liberty, wherewith Christ hath made them free/* 

His lordship undertakes, page 34, to answer a very im- 
portant " objection to the conduct of the Society," viz. 
"That they have sent nfiissionaries to some p laces y in 
which there were already christian assemblies established 
and supported." The objection had been more fairly 
put, if, instead of " some places," it had been said, that 
a very great, if not the greater part of the missionaries 
were sent to " places in which there were already chris- 
tian assemblies ;" while one whole province was left al- 
most destitute of the means of instruction, and there was 
ndt one missionarj' wholly employed to propagate the 
gospel among the numerous tribes of Indians, that sur- 
round our settlements. This was in fact true, when his 
lordship delivered this sermorL There were christian 
assemblies in every place in New-England, to which the 
Society sent a missionary, Rhode Island not excepted. 
Several places in New York, the Jersies, and Pennsylva- 
nia, which partook of this charity, were under the same 
happy circumstances. Nor were these assemblies only 
Quakers and Baptists, against which his lordship has par- 
ticular exceptions, and which, for this and no other rea- 
son, I join together; but Presbyterian and Congrega- 
^tional assemblies, well furnished with ministers, in which 
the sacraments of the gospel v/ere regularly administer- 
ed, and in which infants were not " denied the sacra- 
ments of baptism." But his lordship tells us, " in the 
least exceptionable, there are several things, which the 
consciences of many, we apprehend with great reason, 
cannot acquiesce in ; who were not therefore to be left 
Restitute of publick worship." By these " least excep- 
tionable," it is very probable are intended those of the 
Presbyterian and Congregational persuasion. They can- 
not greatly value the distinction so plausibly given them ; 
as it seems designed, only to introduce a most severe re^ 
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flection on them, and their worship. His.lordship more \ 
than intimates, that the Episcofialians, who live in places^ 1 
where there are Presbyterian and Congregational assem- | 
blies, are left destitute of publick worship, if the society \ 
for propagating the gospel doth not maintain ministers j 
for them. And they are encouraged to absent themselves 
from all those christian assemblies, that do not worship 
God according to the rites of the church of England. 

We have not greatly wondered, that some of our big. 
otted missionaries have advised their conforming breth- 
ren, to tarry at home, even on the Lord's day, when 
there was no Episcopal minister to officiate, and by no 
means to go into a Congregational assembly, however 
near and convenient. More candour might justly be ex- 
pected from pne of his lordship's penetration and charac- 
ter. But this eminent prelate not only says nothing t^ 
discourage such narrow and contracted sentiments, bat 
determines, that, since the Episcopalians have great rea- 
son not to acquiesce in several things, in these assem- 
blies, even the least exceptionable, they are not to be 
left by the Society destitute of publick worship, though 
many places are left destitute that have no assemblies, no ^ 
worship, no means of instructicJn at all. This seems to 
be the natural construction of these words, taken in con- 
nexion with other parts of the sermon. 

If the Society had large funds, and had taken all prop- 
er care to bring the heathen on our borders to the knowt 
edge of Jesus Christ ; and had supplied those places, 
^' where multitudes continue in a thoughdess disregard . 
to almost every part of Christianity," it would not be sur- 
prizing, considering the attachment men generally have 
to their o^vn forms and modes of worship, that they af- 
forded some assistance to their Episcopalian brethren in 
other parts, who had not ability to maintain ministers 
for themselves. But while, in consequence of the sums 
expended in places, where there are other christian as- 
semblies, the Society ** cannot give at all to some,"' whq|t 
•are quite destitute of the means of instruction ; " and to 
others so little, that they have divine service only once 
in many weeks ;" they must expect to find their conduct 
objected to and censured, and they will have hard work 
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to justify it. They have, it is true, a right to judge for 
themselves; and the publick will also judge, whether 
their conduct is candid, and agreeable to the true spirit of 
their charter. 

His lordship seems to think, the Episcopalians, who 
are in places where there are other christian assemblies, 
I come within the very words of the charter. After having 
said, " they were not to be left destitute of publick wor- 
ship," he adds, " especially as our charter was granted in 
express terms, y&r the maintenance of an orthodox clergy in 
wse partsy Is it possible there should be a more con- 
clusive argument ! The charter was granted in express 
terms for the maintenance of an orthodox clergy in those 
parts ; as, therefore, those " places, in which there were 
I already christian assemblies," had not an orthodox cler- 

S^, the Society was obliged, by their charter, to supply 
em. I should be sincerely glad, if any other consc- 
Sience could be dra^vn from his lordship's words, but 
ey are too plain to admit of any other construction ; 
and such sentiments reflect no honour on a Protestant 
bishop, m an age so justly celebrated for candour and 
!i generous thinking as the present. I cease now to won- 
der at the affecting representation his lordship gives, at 
the beginmng of his sermon, of the deplorable state of 
the colonies, that some were *' without the knowledge of 
God," and returned " to entire barbarism :" And at his 
general assertion, that " where it was a little better, it 
was, however, lamentably bad." A christian community 
b undoubtedly in a bad state, that is destitute of an or- 
thodox clergy. Happy for the colonies ! Happy for 
New-England in particular ! that a higher authority has 
determined more favourably of their clergy. — The case 
; I refer to is this. A tract of land was granted in the 
Narragansett country, the income or improvement there- 
of to be '* for an orthodox person, that shall be obtained 
to preach God's word to the inhabitants." There being 
no preacher in the place, the land came into the posses- 
!; lion of one Mr. Mumford. When Mr. Torrey was or- 
dained pastor of the Congregational church there^ he 
brought an action for the possession of this land. Th(^ 
case was parried before the king in council Judgment 
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was given in favour of Mr. Torrey, as an ortJwdox mtn' 
ister according to laWj (the very terms of the royal judg- 1 
ment) and ordering Mr. Torrey, as such an one, to be put \ 
in possession.* Dr. Mac-Sparran, who, some time be- 
fore, from a zealous Presbyterian became a warm Epis- 
copalian, and a missionary in Narragansett, imagined, that 
no minister, who was not of the Church of England, 
could be denominated orthodox ; and brought an action 
against Mr. Torrey for possession of these lands. This 
case was also carried before the king in council. Judg- 
ment was again given in favour of Mr. Torrey : by which 
judgment he now holds these lands ; and they are, it is 
hoped, secured to a Congregational niinister forever : a 
judgment of vast consequence to New-England, The 
legislature of the Massachusetts Bay were so alarmed 
with this ungenerous claim, that, although the lands in 
controversy were out of the province, they published a 
brief for a collection in all the churclies to defray Mr. 
Torrey 's charges in this suit. It would be ungrateful to 
the memory of that great and good man, Dr. Herring, 
who then filled the Archi-episcopal see of Canterbury, 
not to mention his steadfast adherence to justice and reli- 
gious liberty in that decisive trial. He attended the hear- 
ing, publickly asserted the justice of Mr. Torrey's claim, 
and gave his opinion in his favour ; although he could not 
but know the obloquy and reproach, which would be cast 
upon him, by men of less candid and generous minds. 

His lordship proceeds to give another reason for the 
Society's assisting the Episcopalian colonists, which is 
confined to New England. "And the members of this 
church, I am sorry to say it, lying under peculiar bur- I 
dens in one considerable province, which other profes- 
sors of Christianity do not, though equally dissenters 
from the majority there, they seem of right entitled to 
some peculiar assistance in return." In a marginal note 
this passage is explained thus ; " In New England they 
are rated to the support of what the Independents, who 
are the greater part of that people, call, though without 
right, the established church* And the gpods of many 
have been seized, or their bodies imprisoned, for uon- 

* See ** Answer to « priated letter," fce. writteaby the late Rer. Mr .Priace, vA 
4at«d Ootober, 1799. 
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payment. The Anabaptists, on their petition, were ex- 
empted from paying this rate ; and the Quakers with- 
out petitioning ; but the petition of the members of our 
church was rejected.'* 

It is not easy to determine, why his lordship was " sor- 
ly to say," that the Episcopalians were "rated to the 
support of w/iat the Independents call the established 
church ;" (but for which, it seems, his lordship could 
not find any proper name.) Was it from his extreme 
tenderness for the colonies, and because the imposing of 
such burthens was a dishonour to them ? This would be 
an implicit reflection on the national church, or on the 
legislature, which rates all denominations of Dissenters to 
the support of that church. 

The Episcopalians are " Dissenters from the majority^ 
in New-England, as the Nonconformists are Dissenters 
from the majority in England. The burden, therefore, 
is as hard and unreasonable in one country as the other. 
It will doubdess be answered, that the Dissenters in Eng- 
land are rated to the church established by law, whereas 
the Dissenters in New-England " are rated to the sup- 
port of what the Independents call, without right, the es- 
tablished church." 

The Independents, or rather the Congregationalists, 
think they have a right to call themselves the established 
church ; and under this apprehension they have as much 
right, seeing they are the majority, to tax those, who 
dissent from them, as any other people whatever. They 
have as good a right in nature, to think for themselves, 
and they have as good a constitutional right to impose 
taxes, provided the king consent to the laws made for 
this purpose. Nor would the Episcopalians have any 
more reason to complain, than the Dissenters have in 
England. 

It is not worth dispute, whether " the goods of many 
have been seized, or their bodies imprisoned for non- 
payment." If any suffered in this manner, it was be- 
cause they did not submit to the laws in force. When 
laws are made in any province, and allowed by the king, 
they must be executed, or anarchy and confusion will 
follow. I conclude his lordship would not complain, if 

26 vofc. IT. 
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tixe goods of a Dissenter in England should be seized, 
or his body imprisoned, for non-payment of the taxes, 
which the law obliges him to pay to the established 
church. This was equally justifiable in New-England, 
if it was in execution of the laws, as it would be, or ever 
was, in England. 

But I shall not labour this point, as I am not fond'of 
the establishment of a particular form of religion in any 
place ; all such establishments are contrary to the natural 
rights of mankind, and to the religion of Jesus Christ, 
whose kingdom is not of this world. I desire no law to 
tax the Episcopalians to the support of any ministers but 
their own ; and think it would be an honour to the na- 
tion, if all such burthens were removed from the Dis- 
senters in the parent country. 

The principal objection I make to this passage is, that 
it is not a just representation. By one considerable pro- 
vince, which his lordship calls New-England, it is plain, 
from the margin, that he intends the province of the Mas- 
sachusetts Bay, which is in New-England. The best way 
to ascertain the truth is, to look into the laws themselves ; 
and I am the more desirous to set this matter in a just 
light, because Dr. Mayhew, who has honoured himself 
and his country by his writings relative to the conduct 
of the Society, has taken it for granted, that the Episco- 
palians were taxed to the support of the Congregational 
ministers. Whereas the government of the Massachu- 
setts hath, if I mistake not, discovered a singular can- 
dour towards them. If they have not done all that they 
might have done, they have done more than any other 
government, except perhaps the other New-England col- 
onies, with whose laws I am not acquainted. 

In 1692, the year after the present charter took place, 
a law was made, in which it was enacted, " that the in- 
habitants in each town within this province shall take due 
care from time to time to be constantly provided of an 
able, learned, orthodox minister or ministers, of good 
conversation, to dispense the word of God to them; 
which minister or ministers shall be suitably encouraged ' 
and sufficiently supported and maintained by the inhabi- 
tants of such town,'* 8cc. At the time when this law was 
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made, there was only one Episcopalian Society in the 
province. This was in Boston, where the ministers 
of every denomination have been always maintained by a 
voluntary contribution in each Society. The members 
of the church of England in Boston have never been tax- 
ed to the support of Congregational ministers. 

Anno 1727. An act was passed in addition to the 
several acts for the setdcment and support of ministers, 
wherein it is enacted, " that all persons, who profess 
themselves to be of the church of England, and usually 
attend the publick worship of God according to the man- 
ner of that church, and those who are of the churches es- 
tablished by the laws of tliis province, shall be taxed for 
the support of the ministry in such town, parish, or pre- 
cinct, where they respectively reside. But if it so hap- 
pen, that there be a Society of the church of England, 
where there is a person in orders, according to the rules 
of the church of England, settled, and abiding among 
them, and performing divine service within Jive miles of 
the habitation, or usual residence of any person professing 
himself as aforesaid of the church of England, so that he 
can conveniently and doth usually attend the publick wor- 
ship there, then and in such case the collector or collec- 
tors of such town, parish or precinct, having first indif- 
ferently levied the tax as aforesaid^ and paid the same to 
the treasurer of the town, parish or precinct respectively, 
such Treasurer shall deliver or cause to be delivered the 
said taxes collected of such person declaring himself and 
attending as aforesaid unto the minister of the church of 
England, as aforesaid ; which minister shall have full 
power to receive, and if need be to recover the same in 
the law, in order to his support in the place assigned to 
him. And the parishioners of the church of England, 
professing and attending as aforesaid, are hereby excused 
fix)m paying any taxes for the building meeting houses 
for the use of the present established churches within this 
government, any law, usage or custom to the contrary 
ijiotwithstanding. " 

When this act was passed, there were only three very 
small Episcopal congregations in the province besides 
hose in Boston, Five miles, it was supposed, included 
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all who attended on any particular church ; and the gov- 
ernment thought it necessary to fix some bounds, to pre- 
vent frauds and impositions ; and that angry, disappoint- 
ed, avaricious, or dissolute persons might not avail them- 
selves of a law made for the relief of the conscientious. 
They saw. and endeavoured to guard against the evils, 
which actually were the consequence of this indulgence, 
as far as it reached ; and which have been more extensive 
since the limitation was taken off. 

It is worthy of our notice, that this act excuses only the 
members of the church of England, and not' the Anabap- 
tists and Quakers. At that time the members of this 
church did not lie under " peculiar burthens, which other 
professors, though equally Dissenters," did not.^ The 
principles of liberty and christian candour have gradually 
obtained in New-England, as in other places. 

Anno 1728. This five mile act of exemption and re- 
lief was extended to the Anabaptists and Quakers. But 
a difference was still made between them, and the mem- 
bers of the church of England. By the act in 1727 the 
whole estate of the Episcopalians was exempted from 
paying taxes to Congregational ministers: by this of 
1728 the polls only of the Anabaptists and Quakers are 
exempted from charge, in the support of the ministers of 
the churches by law established in this province;" but 
not their estates. 

Anno 1729. The estates of the Anabaptists and Qua- 
kers were exempted^ under the same conditions and lim- 
itations that their polls were " by the former act." 

Anno 1731. The Quakers were wholly exempted 
from taxes " for the support of the minister or ministers 
of the churches established by the laws of this province." 

Anno 1734. This exemption was extended to the 
Anabaptists. 

Anno 1735. The act made 1726 for the exemption 
of Episcopalians, who lived within five miles of an Epis- , 
copal minister, was extended to " all such persons as pro- 
fess themselves to be of the church of England," " that 
live in the bounds of any town, parish or precinct through- 
out the province." The Episcopalians were, by this act, 
to be taxed for the support of the ministry with the other 
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inhabitants, but the treasurer of each town was obliged to 
deliver their ministerial tax to the minister of the church 
of England, upon whom they usually attended. 

This act had been passed at least five years, when the 
bishop of Oxford preached before the Society. His 
lordship was therefore mistaken in saying, " the members 
of this church, lying under peculiar burdens in one con- 
Ikiderable province, which other professors of Christianity 
do not, though equally Dissenters from the majority 
Acre, they seem of right entitled to some peculiar as- 
sistance.'^ This argument of right was certainly of no 
force, at the time when his loidship made use of it. And 
the marginal note might have been spared, which asserts, 
that " in New England they are rated to the support of 
what the Independents, who are the greater part of that peo- 
ple, call, though without right, the established chu<ch.'* 
The Episcopalians were not rated at that time, and very 
few of them ever had been. This mistake, however in- 
nocent in his lordship, was very injurious to " one con- 
siderable province." 

His lordship very peremptorily asserts, that ^^what 
the Independents call the established church," they call 
so " without right." In almost all the acts relative to the 
Congregational churches, they are called ** the churches 
established by the laws of this province ;^'' and in the act 
which exempts the Episcopalians from taxes, these 
churches are called " the churches by law established^^^ 
and the members of the church of England " are excus- 
ed from paying taxes for the building meeting houses for 
the use of the established church within this government J*^ 
These laws have been transmitted to the king for his ap- 
plx>bation, and have been allowed by him : they are his 
laws, and are executed by his officers. This expression, 
therefore, seems to contain a reflection on majesty itself, 
as well as on the Independents, (as his lordship is pleas- 
ed to denominate the Congregationalists.) And the New- 
England colonists are so good subjects, that they are 
quite willing to stand or fall with their prince. 

His lordship's discourse to the Society was reprinted 
in 1765, in a collection of his sermons on several occa- 
sions. In this new edition, the passage in the sermon 
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Stands without any alteration. The marginal note has 
this addition. " N. B. This grievance hath been re- 
dressed under the administration of governour Shirley, 
in the province of the Massachusetts Bay ; and I believe 
since the year 1752 in the colony of Connecticut also." 
How it was in Connecticut I am not certain. But in 
Massachusetts- Bay, to which it is plain his lordship had 
particular reference when he spake of one considerable 
province, this grievance was redressed years before this 
Sermon was preached, or governour Shirley came into 
the administration of government. It was redressed 
under the administration of governour Belcher, who was 
a professed Congregationalist, and a member of one of 
our churches. 

There can be no other rieason for fixing upon the era 
of governour Shirley's administration than this. The 
assembly of the Massachusetts, when they passed the 
act in 1735, saw fit to limit it to five years. When it 
vvas renewed, under governour Shirley, it was made per- 
petual. This limitation was not peculiar to this act. It 
13 a frequent thing when the assembly makes a new law, 
to make it for a certain number of years, for which prac- 
tice there is this very good reason. When a law is once 
passed, it cannot be repealed without the king's assent. 
It is therefore a prudent caution to make their acts tem- 
porary at first, that they may see what effect they will 
liave ; and may not bind themselves more than is neces- 
sary. This limitation will by no means justify his lord- 
ship's assertion, that the members of the church of Eng- 
land " are rated to the support of what the Independents 
call the established church," since, I am persuaded, no in- 
stance can be given of such a rate since 1735. There 
is the same limitation in the acts, which exempt the Qua- 
kers and Anabaptists from rates to the ministers of the 
Congregational churches; so that in this respect the 
Episcopalians did not lie " under peculiar burdens in 
one considerable province, which other professors of 
Christianity" were exempted from. All the different 
persuasions of Dissenters are now released from paying 
taxes to any but their own minister^ by laws which have 
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no limitation of time or place ; which laws, I hope, will 
never be repealed. 

These acts are not without their inconveniences ; per- 
sons, who are disaffected to their ministers, or who have 
any difference with the parish in which they reside, gra- 
tify their passions by separating from the christian socie- 
ty to which they belong, and joining with the church of 
England, the Baptists, or the Quakers at their pleasure. 
And the ministers or leaders of these respective denomi- 
nations have, " I am sorry to say it," discovered too 
great a fondness for receiving such proselytes. Councils 
of churches, which have met to adjust differences that 
have arisen in parishes, are often threatened by those to 
whom rfieir result has not been agreeable, that they would 
have their redress by joining themselves to the church of 
England, and this has frequently been the effect. But it 
is much better to submit to these, and many other incon- 
veniences, than that they, who profess themselves Dis- 
senters, should complain, that they lie under any " pecu- 
liar burdens," or should be treated in the manner the 
Dissenters are hi England, which cannot be justified by 
any principles of reason or Christianity. I cannot omit, 
that since all these burdens have been confessedly remov- 
ed, the missionaries of the church of England have been 
greatly increased in the New England colonies. 

It appears by the recital of the foregoing acts, that the 
members of the church of England in Boston never were 
rated to what the Independents call the established church r 
that when there were a very few professors of that church 
out of the town, an act was made for their relief, which,, 
however limited, very probably reached almost all of that 
^ denomination, who desired to be included in it ; that 
when their number increased, although it was yet very 
small, and it was found, that their -zeal for episcopacy, 
or something else, would carry them to attend the worship 
of the church at a greater distance than that mentioned in 
the law, all limitation of place was taken off ; and every 
professed member of the church of England, in whatever 
part of the province he lives, though at the distance of 
forty or fifty miles, is released from paying taxes for tRe 
support of the minister, settled in the place where he re- 
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sides, provided he obtain a certificate from an Episcopal 
minister and his church wardens, " that such person is a 
member of the church of England, and usually and fre- 
quently attends the publick worship of God with them on 
the Lord's day." 

After such indulgence shown by the government to the 
members of the church of England, it is exceeding hard 
to be represented by so great an authority in such an as- 
sembly, as intolerant, if to no others, yet to Episcopa- 
lians; and, as his lordship's sermon will doubtless live, 
to have such a character of them transmitted to all future 
generations. 

It is strange, that his lordship chose to bring this sub- 
ject into publick view, not only as it unavoidably turns 
our thoughts to the burdens laid on the Dissenters in 
England, but to the Episcopal colonies in America. In 
which of them is there an act made to exempt Dissenters 
from paying to the support of what the Episcopalians call 
the established church ? They are all rated to Episcopal 
ministers, and, if they should refuse payment, their goods 
would be seized, and their bodies imprisoned. Time 
has been, when no minister, who was not episcopally or- 
dained, was suffered to preach in some of those colonies, 
l^nce the grievance, of which his lordship complains, was 
redressed in the Massachusetts, Presbyterian ministers 
have been punished only for preaching in Virginia. Even 
the ministers of other denominations, who are settled with 
them, are not excused from paying rates to Episcopal 
ministers. In the province of New- York, the members 
of the church of England are far from being the majority. 
•' Col. Fletcher, when governour, procured the assembly 
tp set out six churches, with allowances for the mainte-* 
nance of ministers." In several of the towns, where 
these churphes arc "set out," there are Presbyterian 
churches ; but all the Presbyterians, both ministers and 
people, are obliged to pay to the Episcopal ministers. I 
have been informed by a gentleman, who was many 
years pastor of a Presbyterian church in the city of New- 
York, that he was rated every year during his residence 
tliere to the support of the Episcopal ministers of that ci- 
ty. We shall, it is probable, be told, that the church of 
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ngland is the established church. The church of Eng- 
nd, then, has an exclusive right to lay burdens on all^ 
ho dissent from her. Wherever she gains the ascen- 
int all must be taxed for her support, but the members 
that church must never be taxed for the support of any 
her minister. Beware, ye colonists, who have not yet 
bmitted to this yoke. Beware ye inhabitants of New- 
ngland, whose noble predecessors left their native land, 
d ventured into the American deserts, that they might 
joy that religious liberty, which was denied them there, 
ou have reason to fear the prevalence of a church, the 
embers of which liold such intolerant principles, and 
lere they have power, practise upon them. Watch 
ainst her encroachments. Can any wonder, that yoa 
u* the approach of a bishop ? If a prelate is introduced, 
me way must be found out for his support. Every art 
ill be used to prevail with our assemblies to lay a tax ; 
d who can assure us, that they will never be cajoled in- 
a compliance. Their hopes of gaining some favour in 
e parent country, or their fears of incurring the dis- 
sasure of those in power there, may influence them to 
at, of which there is no prospect at present. [I am told 
at there was but one member of the church of England 
the assembly of New- York.] If such a tax should 
ice be laid, the law would be like the laws of the ancient 
edes and Persians ; it could not be altered, unless there 
ould be some happy change of the hierarchy, which we 
ve no reason to expect ; and which cannot take place, 
I the clergy are less fond of power and opulence, or the 
tion is blessed with a ministry, who will have the spirit 
control that order pf men, and to confine them to their 
oper department. 

If the provincial assemblies should refuse to tax the in- 
bitants for the support of a bishop, the whole strength 
the church of England will be united to procure an act 
parliament [to tax the colonies] to raise a revenue for 
is purpose. If this is obtained, no colony can expect 
exemption [because the church of England is estab. 
hcd in all.] We have been told, that " when any part 
the English nation spread abroad into colonies, as they 
ntinued a part of the nation, the law obliged them 

27, Yti. lU 



210 ON EPISCOPACT 

equally to the churcji of England, and to ike christum 
religion." It wouM be unreasonable to exempt the 
New-England colonies from the support of a church that 
is equally established in all the colonies,-«nd of a bishop 
whose jurisdiction would extend equally to them all. Such 
a partiality would give offence to the other colonies, and 
must therefore be avoided* Nothing cah be more spe- 
cious, than the present plans with respect to an American 
bishop ; he is to be a mere ecclesiastick, and the estab- 
lishment of episcopacy is to have the most happy effects ; 
such effects as it never yet had, and it is to be feared, 
never will have. These tilings are publickly given out 
to prevent opposition, and to smooth the way for the ac- 
complishment of a design, which has been long in agita- 
tion, but has hitherto been happily prevented. However 
tenderly our Episcopal brethren may at present express 
themselves, we have reason to expect, from their whole 
conduct, and from the leading characters in this scheme, 
that their language will soon alter, when they have carried 
their point ; an American bishop will be like other pre- 
lates ; he will aim at power and pomp ; and will think it 
hard, if he is distinguished from his brethren at home, 
and confined wholly to ecclesiastical 'matters. And the 
English bishops will think it necessary to assist and pro- 
mote him, for the sake of preserving the splendour of the 
order, and lest their own dignity should be affected, when 
it is seen, that Episcopacy may subsist without temporal 
power and the honours of this world. If a bishop is once 
introduced, it will be easy to find pretences to extend his 
authority. He must be a stranger to clerical machina- 
. tions, who thinks there is no reason for such fears. And 
no one can blame those, who endeavour to guard against 
an event, thev have so much reason to fear. There is 
one otlier passage in this remarkable sermon, which I 
cannot omit, as it gives an cyportunity to transcribe some 
excellent remarks, v^rritten, I am well informed, by a cler- 
gyman of great distinction in the church rf England. 
*' We acknowledge it, whoever is taught Christianity by 
our care, will be taught it as professed in the church es- 
tablished here by law." " And that none," says the re- 
spectable remarker^ ^/ will be taught Christianity, btf the 
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care of the Society ^ in any other way, appears from a 
question, which follows presently after ; ** Which is Tight- 
er, that heathens, and persons of no religion, should con- 
tinue what they are, or become what we would make 
them ?" Here you see the alternative is plain and ex- 
press : Either learn Christianity according to the forms of 
the church of England, or continue, for any thing we 
care^ what you are, whether heathens, or persons of no 
religion," " Not a single sixpence to be expended upon 
those, who may tiappen to think somt fourth thing right' 
^r than any of them, which is the more extraordinar}', as 
we afe told just before, that *' the Society's converts will 
have the Bible put into their hands, to judge for them- 
selves.'* ^^ Judge ^ what? Why, which is rightcst, the 
church of England^ heathenism, or no religion? Un- 
doubtcdly the Bible would, in this case, give it clearly for 
the church of England. But suppose the convert should 
go one step farther with his Bible, and find something 
in it that is still righter than even the church of England^ 
and dispose himself to deviate from the church of Eng- 
land, and to follow the road that appears to him, after 
judging for himself, to be righter. What is to be doite ? 
I can see but two things left to his choice ; either, 1. to 
give up his Bible, and to follow the church of England^ 
implicitly ; or, 2. if he has a mind to keep, and to be 
directed by, his Bible, to refund the price of it to the 
Society. 

"Ye -worthy and respectable members! Ye learned, 
pious, and venerable fathers, who preside over this noble, 
christian, and benevolent inqorporation ! lay your hands 
upon your hearts, and speak sincerely. Is it honourable 
to tke Society to acknowledge this? or can the im- 
partial and judicious christian and protestant think the 
learned preacher fairly entitled to his conclusion, viz. 
** that the expences which must attend so good a design^ 
OUGHT TO BE SUPPLIED; especially when it hangs 
upon these feeble premises beins so properly ex- 
ecuted? Can he think this way of executing the goo4 
design^ is either proper in itself, or proper with respect 
to the liberal sentiments of the glorious William III. 
who granted the charter ? No : Let us i^ot, for shame, 
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slander the memory of our great deliverer, by imputing 
to him views and principles worthy only of that wretched 
superstition, which he came to put to flight." 

I have now finished my remarks upon his lordship's 
sermon, but cannot conclude without expressing my 
surprize, that the answerer to Dr. Mayhew, who is sup- 
posed to be a very high dignitary in the church, should 
assert, in so strong terms, that " the present Arch-Bishop 
of Canterburj^ mentioned it," [the case of the Episcopa- 
lians in the Massachusetts and Connecticut] " very ex- 
plicitly, above twenty years ago ; and at the end of their 
sermons, both before and since, lists of their missionaries, 
their places of residence and their salaries, with accounts 
of the state of their congregations, have been published 
annually." It is true his lordship explicitly mentioned 
the Episcopalians in these provinces ; but he mentioned 
them as in very deplorable circumstances, as oppressed 
by the Independents, and as left destitute of publick 
worship, if the Society did not assist them. It is true, also, 
the Society, in their abstracts, publish lists of tlieir mis- 
sionaries, the places of their residence, and some account 
of the state of their congregations. But these accounts 
are such as are far from giving a just view of things. I 
have before me an abstract annexed to a sermon, preach- 
ed by Dr. Maddox in 1733, by which it appears, that 
the Society themselves are not acquainted with the state 
of some of the places to which they send missionaries, or 
else, that they suppose those places, who have ministers 
not episcopally ordained, to be in as bad a state as those 
that have no teachers at all. ** The Society," says the 
abstract, " have this year very much increased the num- 
ber of their missions, upon the earnest petitions of the 
principal inhabitants of each place y representing, that they 
nave lived several years without the celebration of pub- 
lick divine worship, and without the administration of 
the sacraments, for want of ministers ; that a deep ig- 
norance prevailed among them ; that the rising genera- 
tion must be still more ignorant, as having never seen^ 
nay, scarce heard any thing of the publick worship ofGod^ 
and administration of the sacraments ; and that such 
gross ignorance must open a wide door to all immorali- 
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ties. The Society have therefore sent the Rev. Mr. 
Smith to Providence, and the other of the inhabited Ba- 
hama Islands, the Rev. Mr. Forbes to Monmouth county 
in New Jersey ; the Rev. Mr. Gowie to St. Bartholo- 
mew's in South Carolina ; the Rev. Mr. Fraser to Kent 
county in Pennsylvania ; the Rev. Mr. Davenport to 
Scituate in New-England^ 

Is it possible for words to express a more deplorable 
state of ignorance and barbaiity, than is contained in this 
account of the places to which the Society sent their 
missionaries, and which they say is the representation of 
the principal inhabitants of each place ? One of these 
places is Scituate^ a very ancient town in the Massachu- 
setts Bay ; in which there had been an uninterrupted suc- 
cession of able, faithful ministers from the very beginning 
of New-England, and where there were, at the time 
of Mr. Davenport's appointment, two Congregational 
churches, with a worthy pastor in each. Could the 
honourable Society have their information from the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of this place, that such " deep ignorance 
prevailed among them?" The principal inhabitants be- 
longed to the other christian assemblies in the town, and 
had no desire to introduce the church of England. The 
Society has most probably often been imposed upon by 
false accounts, which even those, who wrote them, would 
hardly be willing to own. Nothing else can excuse them 
in publishing the very pompous accounts, transmitted by 
some of their missionaries, of the additions made to their 
churches, as if they, who joined them, were coi^verted 
from a state of heathenism or infidelity, when, in truth, 
they have only left the christian societies to which they 
belonged, and not always from the best motives, and 
have professed themselves members of the church of 
England. Could the people of Britain, who, till of late, 
have been such strangers to the colonies, when they read 
the anniversary sermons, describing the colonies in gen- 
eral, as in a state of the most deplorable ignorance ; and 
observed the conduct of the Society in sending a great 
part of their missionaries to New England, and compared 
he accounts sent by these missionaries, could they pos- 
sibly imagine^ that, ia New-England, there were only a 
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few Episcopalians, scattered among regular churches of 
the Congregational or Presbyterian persuasion, which 
were supplied with learned, able, faithful ministers, and 
in which they might have all necessary means of instruc* 
ticn, though not exactly according to the rites used 
in the church ef England ? Could they find out, that 
this was the situation of the New- England colonies, from 
a few dark hints now and then inserted in a sermon, and 
which seem calculated rather to save the veracity of the 
preaciit r, than to enlighten the auditory ? Would they 
believe, that the collections, made for propagating the 
gospel, were expended in a great measure in places so 
well provided for, to the neglect of the heathen natives, 
and of a great number of their own countrymen and fel- 
low subjects, who had no means of instruction at all? 
If any did know the true state of things, and yet were 
willing to contribute, we allow they have a right to third; 
and act for themselves, but we pity their want of charity 
and christian candour. 

It is most likely, that great numbers, who have con^ 
tributed, as well as many of the Society themselves, have 
been deceived. Some have possibly given very false ac- 
counts of the state of some places, and very exaggerated 
ones of others, in order to introduce themselves into bu- 
siness, or to raise their own character by magnifying the 
difficulties they have been called to undergo. I would 
not charge all the gentlemen, who have come in the 
character of missionaries, with misrepresenting the coun« 
try. There are among them, some, who despise these 
mean arts ; but we cannot think so favourably of all. One 
of the Society's missionaries had tlie confidence to cany 
to the President a diploma from the university of Ox- 
ford, to be inserted in the book of diplomas at Harvard 
College, wherein were these words : " Cumque nobis 
compertum fuerit egregium hunc virum apud anti-epis- 
copales nutritum postmodum agnito errore in ecclesis 
anglicanas sinum se recepisse, et eadem de causa, a suis 
multimodis contumeliis et injuriis vexatum esse," &c# 
The university doubtless had this account from the geop 
tleman himself, than which nothing can be more raise 
and abusive. No one among us h^ ever heard of these 
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reproaches and injuries, which he is represented to have 
miffered on account of his confoVmity to the church of 
England ; on the contrary, he has always been treated 
with candour and tenderness. What may we not expect 
from men, who would fix an indelible mark of disgrace 
on their country in the publick records of that renowned 
university ! 

I had not said so much concerning a sermon, preached 
so long ago, if the same reflections had not been cast on 
the colonies in the two last Society sermons, which are 
all we have been able to get a sight of for some years. 
The right reverend persons, who delivered these dis- 
courses, might think themselves safe in following so 
great an example. Dr. W[a]-rb[u].rt[o]-n [17663 
and Dr. Ew[e]-r [1767] had not perhaps treated the 
colonies with so great freedom, if His Grace of Canter- 
bury had not gone before them. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

When the bishop of LandaflPs [Dr. Ewer, 1767] ser- 
mon was first put into my hands, a judicious friend pointed 
out the following passage. " Even the Romish supersti- 
tion, within a province lately added to the British domin- 
ions, is completely allowed in all points ; it hath bishops 
and seminaries." I expected a protestant bishop would 
take this publick opportunity to bear his testimony against 
a measure, that was like to fix the inhabitants of Canada in 
their superstition, and to be of so dangerous consequence 
to the British interests : and that he would zealously 
press the Society, to exert themselves to prevent the fe- 
tal eflfects, by sending over a number of able missiona- 
ries to propagate the reformed religion, by setting up 
protestant schools, and that the missionaries and school- 
masters might be furnished with French Bibles to dis- 
perse among those, who should be willing to receive 
them. But how great was my surprize ! when I found 
this eminent prelate only made use of this unhappy in- 
dulgence as an argument for sending a bishop of the 
church of England into the colonies. His lordship could 
not suppose the completely establishing episcopacy in 
(the cdionies, in all poinU^ was of equal importande with 
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the reducing our new fellow-subjects from the darkness 
and superstitions of the church of Rome. I should be 
extremely sorry for any thing that would create new 
jealousies in any of the American provinces ; this would 
certainly be the effect of sending a bishop at the present 
time, of which they cannot see any occasion at any time. 



f^i 



HEADS OF INQUIRY RELATIVE TO THE PRESENT STATE AND CONDI- 
TION OF HIS majesty's colony OF CONNECTICUT, IN AMERICA. 

1. WHAT is the situation of the colony under your 
government, the nature of the country, soil and climate, 
the latitudes and longitudes of the most considerable pla- 
ces in it ? Have those latitudes and longitudes been set- 
tled by good observations, or only by common compu- 
tations, and from whence are the longitudes computed ? 

2. What are the reputed boundaries, and are any parts 
thereof disputed, what parts and by whom ? 

3. What is the size and extent of the colony, the num- 
ber of acres supposed to be contained therein, what part 
thereof is cultivated and improved, and under what titles 
do the inhabitants hold their possessions ? 

4. What rivers are there, and of what extent and 
convenience in point of commerce? 

5. What are the principal harbours, how situated, of 
what extent, and what is the depth of water, and nature 
of anchorage in each ? 

6. What is the constitution of the government ? 

7. What is the trade of the colony, the number of 
shipping belonging thereto, their tonnage and the num- 
ber of seafaring men, with the respective increase or dim- 
inution within ten years past ? 

8. What quantity and sort of British manufactures do 
the inhabitants annually take from hence, what goods 
and commodities are exported from thence to Great Bri- 
tain, and what is the annual amount at an average ? 

9. What trade has the colony under your government 
with any foreign plantations, or any part of Europe, be- 
sides Great Britain, how is that trade carried on, what 
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commodities do the people under your government send 
to or receive from foreign plantations, and what is the 
annual amount thereof, at an average ? 

10. What methods are there used to prevent illegal 
trade, and are the same efiectual ? 

11. What is the natural produce of the country, staple 
commodities, and' manufactures, and what value thereof 
in sterling money may you annually export ? 

12. What mines are there ? 

13. What is the number of the inhabitants, whites 
and blacks? 

1 4. Are the inhabitants increased or decreased within 
the last ten years ; how much, and for what reasons ? 

15. What is the numbef* of the militia, and under 
Mrhat regulations is it constituted ? 

16. What forts and places of defence are there within 
jrour government, and in what condition ? 

17. What number of Indians have you, and how are 
they inclined ? 

18. What is the strength of the neighbouring Indians ? 
. 19. What is the revenue arising within your govern- 
ment, and how is it appropriated and applied ? 

20. What are the ordinary and extraordinary e:tpenses 
of your government ? 

21. What are the establishments, civil and military, 
within your government, and by what authority do the 
officers hold their places; what is the annual value of 
each office, civil or military, how are they respectively 
appointed, and who are the present possessors ? 



UTTER AND BEFCmT VROM COLONEL DAVID WOOSTfiB, IN ANSWER 

TO THE aVBRIES* 

JVew ffaven, 16 ifcfoy, 1774. 

Sir, 

I HAVE your honoured letter before me of the 
18th February last, and for answer, 

1. The latitude of New-Haven is 41^ 18' north, and 
long. 73? 30' west from Lon4on, tak^n by good obser- 
nations. 

%% VOL. U, 
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5. New Haven has the principal harbour in the wcsttm 
part of the colony, situated north and south, half a mile 
wide at the entrance, and from the entrance to the towa 
four miles, having two fathoms and an half water at low 
water, and three fathoms and four feet at common tides, 
and very goodf anchorage, 

7. The trade from this part of the colony is entirely 
to the West India islands, and the exports are horses, 
oxen, pork, beef, tallow, and lumber, and the imports 
West India produce. The shipping belonging to tfiis 
port, are one hundred and eight vessels, consisting of 
brigantines, sloops, and schooners, amounting to seven 
thousand one hundred and seventy tons, carpenter^s 
measure. I'he number of seafaring men are seven hun- 
dred and fifty six. As for their increase or diminution, 
I must refer your honour to the last return, ten years ago, 

8. British manufactures and In^ia goods, imported aJi^ 
nuaHy from Great Britain mto the port oi New Haven, 
on an average amount to about 4000/. sterling ; for which 
remittances are made in pot and pearl ashes and biHs of 
exchange. European and India goods, taken from Bos- 
ton and New York, annually amount to about 40,000il 
sterling ; for which remittances are made in pork, beef, 
wheat, rye, Indian corn, flax-seed; pot and pearl ashes. 

9. We trade with no foreign plantation, except the 
French islands in the West Indies ; nor to any parts of 
Europe but Great Britain. We carry to the French 
plantations, horses, oxen, and lumber, and receive in re- 
turn, sugar and molasses, to the amount of about 3000& 
sterling annually on an average. 

10. The methods used to prevent illegal trade are, the 
custom house ofiicers go cmi board all vessels as soon as 
they come into port, and after due search being made, 
diey report to the king*s collector the cargo on board, 
which proves very effectual. 

11. The natural produce of the country is wheat, rye, 
Indian corn, and flax ; the staple commodities arc poA, 
beef, wheat, rj^e, Indian corn, 'flax-seed, pot and pcari 
ashes. Our manufactures are coarse linens and wocrflcM 
for the poorer sort of people and servants, also koot 
mongeiy ; but we export none. • 
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Thus, sir, I have been as particular as I am capable of, 
b the above answers. And on this occasion beg leave 
ancerely to congratulate your honour on the happy 
event of the late election, and purpose to wait on your 
bonour next week, and in the mean time am, sir, your 
honour's most obedient and very humble servant, 

David Wooster. 

To the Hon. Jonathan TrumbuUy Esq. 



AHSWKRS TO SEVERAL OF THE CIUERIE9, RELATIVE TO NEW LONDON. 

Answer 1. THE latitude of New London, the best 
harbour in Connecticut, is, by observation, 41^ 25/ north, 
ind longitude 4*^ 45' west from London, that is, 71*^ 15 ' 
wrest fix)m London, by observation of the eclipses of the 
moon, calculated by Halley's tables. 

5. New London, as above, is one of the principal 
harbours, and opens to the south ; and from the light- 
house at the mouth of the harbour to the town is about 
three miles, and a breadth of three fourths of a mile and 
more in some places, from 5 to 6 fathoms water, a clear 
bottom, tough ooze, and entirely secure and commodious 
one mile above the town for lai^ ships. 

7. The principal trade of this government is to 
the West India islands, excepting now and then a vessel 
to Ireland with flax-seed, and to England with lumber 
and pot ashes, and a few ta Gibraltar and Barbary. 
There is 72 sail of vessels now belonging to this district, 
amounting to 3247 tons, in which there , are 406 seafar- 
ing men employed, besides upwards of 20 sail of coast- 
ing vessels, that employ about 90 seamen. On compar- 
mg, the trade is on the decrease ; for in the year 1763 
there were 79 sail of vessels belonging to this district, a 
difference of 7 sail. 

8. It is impossible to enumerate the various sorts 
of British manufactures that are here imported ; but in 
general almost every sort is consumed here ; which we 
have principally from New York and Boston, to the 



SSO STATISTICKS OF NEW LONDON, 1774/ 

amount, upon a medium, from the best information I 
can get, of 150,000/. or 160,000/. sterling per annum. 

9. Besides the English islands, (which supply 
this government with more than its home consumption 
of rum and sugar) it has a trade with the French and Dutch 
West Indies, Gibraltar and Barbary. Those vessels 
that go to the French and Dutch plantations carry horses, 
cattle, sheep, hogs, provisions and lumber ; those for Gib- 
raltar and Barbary carry flour, lumber. New England rum, 
and stores for muling, the whole annual amount of which 
(I should think) about 50,000/. sterling ; for which we re- 
ceive molasses, cocoa, cotton, and some sugar, and from 
the Dutch plantations bills of exchange ; and the mules 
from Barbary are generally sold in the West Indies for 
bills of exchange, the most of which importation and 
bills goes to New York and Boston to pay for the British 
goods this government receives from those places. 

10. The custom house officers here are attentive 
to their duty, besides which, this harbour is so situated, 
that the coming in from sea is between the east end of 
Long Island and Block Island, and .by the west end of 
Fisher's Island,where the king's cruisers are generally up- 
on the look out, and very critical in examining the vesseb 
they meet with. 

11. The natural produce of this country is timber, 
iron and copper ore, myrtle wax, &c. The produce, 
and staple commodities are Indian com, wheat, rye, bed^ 
pork, flax, flax-seed, oats, beans, peas, potatoes, cheese, ci- 
der, apples, &c. which articles are carried in the coast- 
ing vessels to New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Virginia 
and Carolina, to what value is very difficult to determine ; 
but I should think to at least 20,000/. sterling, which, 
with the 50,000/. sterling in the!?foreign trade, makes, on 
this estimation, the annual amount of exportation firora 
this District 70,000/. sterling. It is evident the whole 
falls short of paying for the British manufactures we re- 
ceive, as many of our traders have failed, and the New- 
Yorkers have taken their landed interest in this colony in 
payments to a very considerable amount. The chief 
manufactures are pot and pearl ashes, bar iron, and nc» 
cessary implements for husbandry, &c. 
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X^BTTBlt FROM THE CONNECTICUT DELEGATES TO THE FIRST CON- 
TINENTAL CONGRESS. 

I 

Philadelphia^ 10 Oct. m4i. 
Govemour Trumbull^ 

Sir, 

WE arrived in this city the 1st of Sep- 
tember last, and the delegates from Virginia, North Car- 
olina, and New York not being come, the Congress was 
not formed until the 5th, when the Hon. Peyton Ran- 
dolph, Esq. was unanimously chosen President, and 
Charles Thompson, Esq. Secretary ; a list of the mem- 
bers we enclose. The mode of voting in this Congress 
was first resolved upon, which was, that each colony 
should have one voice ; but as this m as objected to as 
unequal, an entry was made on the journals to prevent 
its being drawn into precedent in future. Committees 
were then appointed to state American rights and griev- 
ances, and the various acts of the British parliament, 
which afiect the trade and manufactures of these colonies. 
On these subjects the committees spent several days, 
when the Congress judged it necessary, previous to com- 
pleting and resolving on these subjects, to take under 
consideration, that of ways and means for redress. On 
the 16th arrived an express from^ Boston wiih letters to 
the delegates, and the Suffolk resolves. These were laid 
before the Congress, and were highly approved of and 
applauded, as you will see by the enclosed paper of the 
19th, in which the proceeding of the Congress thereon 
is published, at large, by their order. A general non- 
importation of British goods and manufactures, or of any 
goods from thence, appearing to the Congress one of the 
means of redress in our power, and which might prob- 
ably be adopted, to prevent future difficulties and alter- 
cations on this subject among those, who might now be, 
or for some time past had been, sending orders for goods. 
The Congress unanimously came into the enclosed rei^- 
lution on the 22d, and the same was ordered to be pub- 
lished immediately. Since this, a nonimportation of 
goods, &c. from Great Britain and Ireland, from and af- 
ter the first of December next, ha3 been unanimously 
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resolved on ; but to carry so important a resolution into 
•effect, it is necessary, that every possible precaution 
should now be taken, on the one hand to prevent wicked 
and desperate men, from breaking through and defeating 
it, either by fraud or force, and on the other to remove 
as far as possible every temptation to, or necessity for 
the violation thereof : for this a committee are appointed, 
who, not having ds yet completed their report, nothing is 
published particularly on this subject more than what wc 
now are at liberty, in general, to relate. We have the 
pleasure of finding the whole Congress, and through 
them the whole continent, of the same sentiment and 
opinion of the late proceedings and acts of the British 
parliament ; but at the same time confess our anxiety for 
greater despatch of the business before us, than it is in 
our power, or perhaps in the nature of the subject, to ef- 
fect. An assembly, like this, though it consists of lc» 
than sixty members, yet coming from remote coloniesi 
each of which has some modes of transacting publick 
business peculiar to itself, some particular provincial 
rights and interests to guard and secure, must take some 
time to become so acquainted with each one's situation 
and connexions, as to be able to give an united assent 
to the ways and means proposed for effecting, what aH 
are ardently desirous ^of, in this view. Our president, 
though a gentleman of great worth, and one who fills 
and supports the dignity of his station to universal ac- 
ceptance, yet cannot urge forward matters to an issue 
with that despatch, which he might in a different assem- 
bly ; or, considering the great importance of something 
more than a majority, an unanimity, would it be safis and 
prudent ? Unanimity being in our view of the last im- 
portance, every one must be heard, even on those points, 
or subjects, which are in themselves not of the last im- 
portance. And indeed it often happens, that what is of 
little or no consequence to one colony, is of the last to 
another. We have thus hinted to your honour, our gen- 
eral situation, which we hope will account for our beiog 
delayed here beyond the time which either the colony or 
we ourselves expected. 
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Though our private concerns and connexions, as well 
18 the publick expectation and interest of the colony urge 
lis to make all possible despatch, yet as we find it would 
not only be of dangerous consequence, but perhaps im- 
practicable to attempt pushing matters to a decision fast- 
er, than they now come to it in the course they are, wc 
Ind it most prudent to wail patiently the issue. We shall be 
ible to write you more particularly in a few days ; but 
sould not omit this opportunity of writing thus far on the 
subject of our delegation here. 

We take liberty to enclose the copy of lord Dun- 
more's proclamation, on which we shall only say, it appears 
in some parts of it very extraordinary, and would occa- 
sion mucn greater speculation here than it does, were it 
Dot that few or none, save the proprietors, consider them- 
selves interested in the controversy, and the whole atten- 
tion (tf the publick is taken up on more important sub- 
jects. Laurel Hill is about forty miles on this side Fort 
Du QuesnCy alias Fort Pitt, and is a range of mountains 
niinning northerly nearly in a line with the west boundary 
of the province of Maryland, and cuts off from this prov- 
ince one whole county, lately erected, by the name of 
Westmoreland. His lordship is now in those parts near 
the Ohio, with an army of fifteen hundred Virginians, 
reducing the Indian tribes to subjection, or driving them 
off the land. We cannot be positive as to the time of 
our return, but hope to be at New-Haven before the ris- 
iog of the Assembly, and may probably be able to write 
With greater certainty in our next. We are, with the 
greatest respect, your honour^s most obedient and most 
Jiumble servants, 

Eliphalet Dyer, 
Roger Sherman, 
Silas Deane. 

Since writing the above, we see the resolutions of the 
Congress respecting Suffolk County, &c. are printed in 
the Commonwealth papers, therefore judge it unneces- 
saxy to enclose them* 
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LETTER FROM GENERAL GAGE TO GOYERNOUR TRUMBULt* 

Boston, 29 April, lIlS. 
Sir, 

I TRANSMIT you herewith a circumstantial 
account of an unhappy affair that happened in this prov- 
ince, on the 19th instant, between his majesty's troops 
and the people of the country ; whereby you wjll see the 
pitch their leaders have worked them up to, even to com- 
mit hostilities upon the king's troops, when an opportu- 
nity offered. It has been long said, that this was their 
plan, and so it has turned out. I am with regard and 
esteem, sir, your most obedient, humble servant. 

Thomas Gage. 
IIo7i, Govemour Trumbull. 



A CIRCUMSTANTIAL ACCOUNT OF AN ATTACK THAT HAPPENED ON 
• THE 19tH APRIL, 1775, ON HIS MAJESTy's TROOPS, BT A DUM- 
BER OF THE PEOPLE OF THE PROVINCE OF MASSACHVSETTg BAT. 

ON Tuesday, the 18th April, about, half past 10 at 
night, Lieutenant Colonel Smith of the 10th regiment 
embarked from the common at Boston, with the gren- 
adiers and light infantry of the troops there, and landed 
on the opposite side, from whence he began his march 
towards Concord, where he was ordered to destroy a 
magazine of military stores, deposited there for the use 
of an army to be assembled in order to act against his 
majesty, and his government. The colonel called his offi- 
cers together, and gave orders that the troops should not 
fire, unless fired upon ; and, after marching a few miles, 
detached six companies of light infantr}'^, under the com- 
mand of major Pitcam, to take possession of two bridges, 
on the other side of Concord ; soon after, they heard ma- 
ny signal guns, and the ringing of alarm bells repeatedly, 
which convinced them, that the country was rising to op- 
pose them, and that it was a preconcerted scheme to op- 
pose the king's troops, whenever there should be a 
favouvable opportunity for it. About 3 o'clock the next 
morning, the troops being advanced within two miles of 
Lexington, intelligence was received that about 500 men 
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• 

in arms were assembled, and determined to oppose the 
king's troops ; and, on major Pitcairn's galloping up to 
the head of the advanced companies, two officers inform- 
ed him that a man (advanced from those that were as- 
sembled) had presented his musquet, and attempted to 
shoot them, but the piece flashed m the pan. On this, 
the major gave directions to the troops to move forward, 
but on no account to fire, nor even to attempt it, without 
orders. When they arrived at the end of the village, they 
observed about 200 armed men, drawn up on a green ; 
and when the troops came within one hundred yards of 
them, they began to file off towards some stone walls 
on their right flank. The light infantry, observing this, 
ran after them. The major instantly called to the soldiers 
not to fire, but to surround and disarm them. Some of 
them, who had jumped over a wall, then fired four or five 
shot at the troops, wounded a man of the 10th regiment, 
and the major's horse in two places ; and at the same time 
several shots were fired from a meeting house on the 
left. Upon this, without any order or regularity, the 
light infantry began a scattered fire, and killed several 
of the country people ; but were silenced as soon as the 
authority of their officers could make them [hear.] 

After this colonel Smith marched up with the remain- 
der of the detachment, and the whole body proceeded to 
Concord, wljere they arrived about nine, o'clock, with- 
out any thing further happening ; but vast numbers of 
armed people were seen assembling on all the heights. 
While colonel Smith, with the grenadiers and part of the 
light infantry, remained at Concord to search for cannon, 
&c. there ; he detached captain Parsons, with six light 
companies, to secure a bridge at some distance from Con- 
cord, and to proceed from thence to certain houses, 
where it was supposed there was cannon and ammuni- 
tion. Captain Parsons, in pursuance of these orders^ 
posted three companies at the bridge, and on some heights 
near it, under the command of captain Laurie of the 43d 
regiment, and with the remainder went and destroyed 
some cannon wheels, powder, and ball. The people still 
continued increasing on the heights, and in about an hour 
after, a large body of them began to move towards the 
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bridge* The light cottipianies ciF the 4th and lOth thtn 
descended^ altid joined captain Laurie ; the people conti- 
nued td advance in great nuinbefs, and fired lipon the 
king's troops, killed three ttien, wounded font* officers, 
One Serjeant, and four privates ; upon which, (aftet re- 
turning the ifire) captain Laurie and his oMcers tnOlight it 
prudent to retreat towards the main body at Concord, and 
were soon joined by two companies of grenadiers. WbeA 
captain Parsons returned with the three companies ovet 
the bridge, they observed three soldiers on the gfOund, 
one of them scalped, (his head much tnangled, and hi^ ear* 
cut off,) though not c^uite dead ; a sight, which stiruck tht 
soldiers with horrour. Captain Parsons marched on, 
and joined the main body. Who were only ^waiting fbr his 
coming up, to march back to Boston. Colotrel Smidi 
had executed his orders without opposition, by destroy- 
ing all the tnilitary stores he could find ; both the c6k(m 
and major Pitcaim having tjaken all possible pains to con- 
vince the inhabitants, that no injury Was intended thdin^ 
and that if they opened their doors when tequtred, t6 
search for said stores, not the slightest toiscliief shomMi 
be done ; neither had any of the people the least occasicm 
to complain ; but they were sulky, and one of them tevcft 
struck major Pitcairn. Except upon captain Laurie, at 
the bridge, no hostilities happened from the afiair at Lex- 
ington, until the troops began their march back. A* 
soon as the troops had got out of the town of Concord, 
they received a heavy, fire on them from all sides, from 
walls, fences, houses, trees, bams, &c. which continued, 
without intermission, till they met the first brigade, with 
two field pieces, near Lexington, ordered out under the 
command of lord Percy, to support tliem. Upon the 
firing of the field pieces, the people's fire was, for a wh3e, 
silenced ; but as they still continued to increase greatly 
in numbers, they fired again, as before, from all places, 
where they could find cover, upon the whole body, and 
continued so doing, for the space of fifteen miles. Not- 
withstanding their numbers, they did not attack openly 
during the whole day, but kept under cover On all occa- 
sions. ^Tht troops were very much fetigiied, the great- 
er part of them having been under afms all night, tuMl 
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made a march of upwards of forty miles beforp they tr. 
rived at Charlestown, frona whence they were ferried 
over to Boston. 

The troobs had above fifty killed, and many mpre 
wounded. Jleports are various about the loss sustained 
by the country people ; some majsie it very considerable, 
others not so much. 



[9fae following Journal was found in MS. among the papers of the 
late President Stiles. It was probably procured for him by 
}9§iA» Mx|G8, f)8q. who iprafi a tutor at ya|.e College in the 
tJMpe of the revoliiiionary war ; afteriirard professor of matjliematicks 
;u)d natural philosophy in that seminair ; and since president of 
t}ie University of Georgia — a brother oi Major Meiqs, the writer 
of this Journal. The name, at the close of the Journal, is in his 
hand writing. Major (aflerward Colonel) Meigs, was of Middle- 
i#Q, 19 CoQuecticut, an4 was on^ of the distinguif^ed herpes of the 
^iiperican revoli^tion. Beside the proof of his courage and other 
QHlitary accomplishments, furnished on the following occasion, his 
expedition to Long Island, in 1777, was one of the most brilliant 
and completely successful enCerprizes, that was achieved during Uie 
irar. For thi^ achievement CoQgress directed a sword to he pre- 
sented to him, and passed a resolution '' expressive of the hi^ s^ns^ 
jentertained of his merit, and of the prudence, activity, and valour 
d]8[dayed by himself and his party in this expedition." He was with 
general Watnb at the tajdng of Stony Point, in 1 779 ; and is men- 
doned with honour by general Wabhington among those officers, 
^ who conducted themselves with tbat coolness, bravery and perse- 
Terance, that will ever ensure success." — See Coll. Hist. Soc. II. 
59, 102. Marshall's life of Washington, vol. II. chap. 5. vo). IV. 
eh. 2. and Trumbull's print of '' The Death of Montgomery." Ed.] 

A JOURNAL OF OCCURRENCES, 

Which happened nrithin the circle ef vy observaticn^ in fhe detachmeift 
commanded by CoL Benedict Armold, consisting of two baitalionsy 
mkicknere Jkuchei from the an^si Caambridge^ intheyear 1775. 

Held officers names, Col. Christopher Green, Col. Roger Enos, 
Maj. BETUjaN J. Meigs, Maj. Timothy Bigelow. 

1775. Sept. 9th. I MARCHED from Roxbuiy, (where 
I had been stationed the summer,) to Cambridge. 

10th, 11th, 12th. At Cambridge, preparing for our 
mardi. 13th in the evening marched to Mystick. 14th 
continued our march through the towns of Maiden, Lynn, 
and Ssden, and encamped in Danvers* 
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15th* In the morning continued our march through 
the towns of Beverly, and Wenham, and encamped at 
Rowley. 

16th. In the morning continued our march, and at 
10 o'clock, A. M. arrived at Newburyport and encamped, 

17th. Sunday, attended divine service at the Kev. 
Mr. Parsons' meeting at Newburyport. Dined at Mr. 
Nathaniel Tracy's. Weather fine. 

18th. Preparing to embark. Dined at Mr. Dalton's. 
Weather fine. 

19th. Embarked our whole detachment, consisting 
of 10 companies of musketmen and 3 companies of rifle- 
men, amounting to 1100 men on board 10 transports. 
I embarked myself on board the sloop Britannia. The 
fleet came to sail at 10 o'clock, A. M. and sailed out of 
the harbour and lay too till one o'clock, P. M. when wc 
received orders to sail for the river Kennebeck, fifty 
leagues from Newburyport — received, with our sailing 
orders, the following for signals, viz. 

1st signal. For speaking with the whole fleet. En- 
sign at maintopmast head. 

2d signaL For chasing a sail. Ensign at forctopmast 
head. 

3d signal. For heaving too. Lanthom at maintop- 
,mast head, and two guns if head on shore, and three if oft* 
:*shore. 

'/' 4th signal. For making sail in the night. Lanthom 
at masthead, and 4 guns ; in the day, jack at foretopmast 
head. 

5th signal. For dispersing, and every vessel making 
the nearest harbour. Ensign at main peak. 

6th signal. For boarding any vessel. Jack at main- 
topmast head, and the whole fleet draw up in a line, as 
near as possible. 

The wind being fair and very fresh I was very sea- 
sick. 

20th. In the morning we made the mouth of Kenne- 
beck right a head, which we soon entered. The mouth 
of the river is narrow. We were hailed from the shore 
by a number of men under arms, which Were stationed 
there. They were answered, that we were continental 
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troops, and that we wanted a pilot. They immediately 
sent one on board. The wind and tide favouring us, 
we proceeded up the river ; 5 miles from the mouth lies 
an island, called Rousack. Upon this island is a hand- 
some meeting house, and very good dwelling houses. 
The river to this island of very unequal width, from 
one mile to a quarter of a mile vnde, the water deep> 
great tides, the shores gener^ally rocky ; ten miles 
from the mouth some elegant buildings, at a place 
called Georgetown ; twenty miles from the mouth is 
a very large bay, called Merry-meeting Bay, 25 miles from 
the mouth of an island, called Swan island, A little above 
this island we came to anchor, opposite to Pownalborough, 
where is a block-house. I would mention here, that this 
day makes fourteen only, since the orders were first 
given for building 200 battoes, collecting provisions- for 
and levying 1100 men, and marching them to this place, 
viz. Gardiner's Town, which is go^at dispatch. 

21st. All day at Gardiner's Town ; weather fine. 

22d. Embarked on board battoes — ^proceeded up the 
river toward evening. I lodged at the house of Mr. 
North, and was very agreeablj^ entertained. 

23di In the morning proceeded up the river, about 6 
miles, to Fort Western^ where an unhappy accident Hap- 
pened in the evening. A number of soldiers being in 
a private house, some words produced a quarrel, and one 
M*Cormick, being turned out of the house, immediately 
discharged his gun into the house, and shot a man through 
. his body, of which he soon expired. M'Cormick 
was tried by a Court Martial, and received sentence of 
death ; but denied the crime till he was brought to the 
place of execution, when he confessed the crime. But 
for some reasons he was reprieved till the pleasure of 
General Washington could be known. 

24, 25, and 26th. At Fort Western, preparing for our 
tour to Quebec. Fort Western stands on the east side 
of the river Kennebeck, and consists of 2 block houses, 
and a large house, 100 feet long, which were enclosed 

only with pickets. This house is the property of 

Howard, Esq. where we were exceedingly well entertain- 
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ed. Captain Moi^n, with 3 companies of ri&men ein« 
barked in battoes, with orders to proceed with all expe- 
dition to the ^at carrying place, and clear the roadi while 
the other divisions came up. 

26th. Colonel Green embarked on board battoes 
three companies of musketmen, with whom went major 
Bigelow, on their tour to Canada. 

27th. At three o'clock, P. M. I embarked on board 
my battoe with the third division of the army^ consisting 
of 4 companies of musketmen, with 45 days provision^ 
and proceeded up the river, hoping for the protection of a 
kind providence. We encamped at evening 4 miles from 
Fort Western ; the water some part of tne way rapid* 
I had forgot to mention, that the navigation for vessels is 
good to Fort Western, which is 50 miles from the muoutb* 

28th. Proceeded up the river— the stream very rapid, 
and the bottom and shores rocky^ 

29th, In the morning continued our route up the riv- 
er. At 11 o'clock, A. M. arrived M Fort Hali&x, which 
stands (m a point of land between the river Kennebeck 
and the river Sebastecook. This foit consists of two 
large block houses, and a large barrack^ which is enclos- 
ed with a picket fort. I tarried half an hour at the fort— 
theiv crossed the river to a carrying place^ which is 97 
rods carriage-^tlien proceeded up the river, which &lls 
very rapidly over a rogky bottom, 5 mUes, and encajwp* 
ed. The above fells are called Toconock. 

30th. Proceeded up the river 7 miles, and oicamped, 
where Colonel Arnold joined us at night, and encamped 
with us. 

October 1st Proceeded up the river 9 wiles, and 
encamped* The land we passed this day generally very 
good ; the timber, butternut, beach, hemloak, white pine, 
red cedar, &c. 

2d. In the rooming proceeded up l3he river, and at 
10 o'clock arrived at Scohegin folk, where is a carrying 
place of 250 jpaees, which lies across a smaH is^land m the 
river. Here I waited for my division to come pp, ^ 
encamped on the west side the river^ opposite the i^Iand^ 
with captain Goodrich. It raiiaed in the night. I turned 
outj^ and put on my clothes, and lay down again and slept 
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•veil till mottling. Our course in general, from the 
mouth of the river to this place, has been from north t» 
north east. 

3d. Proceeded up the river to Norridgewalk, On 
toy way I called at a house, where I saw a child 14 
months old. This is the first white child born in Nor- 
fidgewaik. At 7 o'clock in the evening, a little below 
Norridgewalk, my battoe filled with water going up. the 
(alls. Here I lost my kettle, butter, and sugar, a loss 
not to be replaced here. At Nonidgewalk are to be seen 
the vestiges of an Indian fort and chapel, and a priest's 
grave.* There appears to have been some intrencmment, 
and a covered way through the bank of the river, for the 
conveniency of getting water. This must Mike been a 
considerable seat of the natives, as there are large Indian 
fields cleared. This day I wrote to Mrs. Meigs, to my 
brother, and Ensign Warner.— Opposite to Norridgewalk, 
which lies on the east side the river, a river comes in 
from the westward, called Sandy River. 

4th. I proceeded up the river about one mile, and 
crossed the river, where is a carrying place of one mile 
and a quarter ; here I came mp with Sie second di\ision. 
Commanded by col. Green. 

5th. All day at the carrying place. At evening 
moved one company up the river one mile, where they 
encamped, waiting for the other companies of my divis- 
ion. 

6th. Still at the carrying place, getting over boats 
and provisions. At 4 o'clock, P. M. I proceeded up 
the river 5 miles, and encamped. 

7th. Continued our march up^ the river, and 12 
o'clock arrived at Carratuncas carrying place. Here the 
river is confined between two rocks, not more than 40 
rods wide, which lie in piles 40 rods in length on each 
side the river. These rocks are polished curiously in 
some places, by the swift running of the water. The 
carrying place here is 433 paces in length. 

8th. All day at the carrying place at Carratuncas — 
weather very rainy. Captain Dearborn's company passed 
the carrying place this day, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

* The grave of Sebastian Balle, the French Jesuit taiflsionaiyi who was killed 
lere in 1724. £o. 
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9th. Captain Ward's company passed the carrying 
place this day, at 12 o'clock. At one o'clock, P. M. I 
left the carrying place, and proceeded up the river, about 
4 miles, and encamped. The stream these 4 miles very 
rapid, and in some places very shoal, being divided by a 
number of islands, which appear fine land. From this 
encampment some high mountains rise to our view to 
the northward. 

10th.. Proceeded up the river, which continues its 
course northwest between two high mountains, and en- 
camped at the great carrying place, which is 12 1-2 
miles across, including three ponds, which we' are oblige 
ecj to pass. 

1 1th. ff, crossed the great carrying place, as far as the 
third pond. There had the pleasure to discover Lieut. 
Steel and party, who had been sent forward on a recon- 
noitering command, as far as Chaudiere pond. They 
discovered nothing with regard to the enemy. I return- 
ed back to the second pond, and lodged with Col. Green. 

12th. In the morning I repassed the 6econd and first 
pond, and went to the river and gave orders. Which I re- 
ceived from Col. Arnold, for building a block house ; and 
then returned and crossed the first pond and encamped. 
In these ponds we found great plenty of trout. Col. 
Enos arrived this day at the great carrying place, with 
the 4th division of the army, consisting of three compa- 
nies of musketmen. 

16th. Employed in carrying our boats and provision 
across the first pond and the second portage. I went 
myself once across the third portage, and returned back 
to the east side of the 2d portage, and encamped with 
Col. Arnold — ^the wind so high, that the boats could not 
cross the third pond. To this time our men have killed 
four moose, which is excellent meat. 

14th. At eleven o'clock, I repassed the first pond to 
see Capt. Dearborn's and Capt. Ward's companies over. 
Last night a tree, blown down by the wind, fell upon one 
of our men, and bruised him in such a manner, that his 
life is despaired of. In the evening I returned back to 
the 2d portage, and encamped with Capt. Ward. 
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15th. This morning orders were given, that the al- 
owance should be 3-4 lb. pork and 3-4 lb. flour pf-r man 
XT diem. At 2 o'clock I crossed the 3d pond, and en- 
:amped in a cedar swamp. This 3d pond is about nine 
niles in circumference, and is surrounded with cedar 
imber. This pond is much larger tlian the other two. 

16th. In the morning I went forward to the dead riv- 
Tj and took part of capt. Goodrich's company, and re- 
unied to the thii d pond, where 1 riiet capt. Ward's com- 
lany. At evening I returned to the dead river, marched 
»ne mile up the river, and encamped with capt. Hanchet. 

17th. In the morning I set out with capt. Hanchet 
o reconnoitre a very high mountain tliat lies about 10 
niles from our encampment. But we were too late in 
he day, and returned towards evening without being able 
to ascend the mountain. 

18th. In the morning ordered eight men to kill two 
^xen, which we had drove with great difficulty to this 
place, and to bring forward five quarters to the detach- 
ment that was gone forward, and to leave three quarters 
j^nder a guard for col. Enos's division. Then I pro- 
i^eeded up the. river with my division about 20 miles, 
^he water running with a very gentle current, and en- 
caniped on the south side the river. Here I joined col. 
Arnold and col. Green's division. The land we passed 
this day very fine — thinly timbered, and mostly covered 
with grass as high as a man's waist. 

19th. In the morning it rained. We tarried in our 
jamp till 2 o'clock, P. M. Then continued our route 
Lip the river 5 miles, and encamped on the north side the 
river. This afternoon we passed three small falls ; the 
current, except the fall, very gentle. This day I receiv- 
ed orders from col. Arnold to proceed with my division, 
w^ith the greatest expedition, to Chaudiere river, and 
when arrived there, to make up our cartridges, and wait 
for the rear division, and furnish a number of pioneers, 
under command of Mr. Ayres, to clear the carrying 
place. 

20th. Proceeded up the river, passed several small 
falls and one portage, only 13 rods across, and encamped 
at evening. Weather rainy all day. 

30 VOL. JI. 
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21st. In the morning proceeded up the river about 
3 mileSy to a carrj^ing place 35 perches across. Then 
continued our route up the river about 2 miles to a port- 
age 30 perches across, where we encamped. 

22d. Continued our route up the river about 3 miles. 
In our way we passed 2 portages, or carrying places^ 
each 74 perches. Our whole course this day is only 3 
miles, owing to the extraordinary rise of the river the last 
night. In some parts of the river the water rose 8 feet 
perpendicular, and in many places overflowed its banks, 
and filled the country with water, which made it very 
difficult for our own men that were on shore to march. 

23d. In the morning continued the march, though 
very slow, on account of the rapidity of the stream. A 
number of our men that marched on the shore, marched 
up a river that came in from the westward, mistaking it 
for the main river, which, as soon as we discovered, we 
despatched some boats after them. The river now falls 
fast. Encamped this evening at a carrying place, 15 
perches across. Here a council was held, in which it 
was resolved, that a captain, with 50 men, should march 
with all despatch by land to Chaudiere pond, and that the 
sick, of my division and captain Morgan's, should return 
back to Cambridge. At this place the stream is very 
rapid, in passing which, five or six battoes filled and 
overset, by which we lost several barrels of provisions,^ a 
number of guns, some clothes and cash. 

24th. Proceeded up the river, though with great fa- 
tigue, the water being f ery rapid.. Our whole course 
this day only 4 miles, when we encamped. This day I 
wrote to Mrs. Meigs by the officer that returned with the 
sick. 

^5th. Continued our route up the river, about six 
miles, and encamped ; the stream very rapid. In our 
way we passed 3 carrying places, two of them 4 rods 
each, the other 90 rods. 

26th. Continued our route, and soon entered a pond,. 

about two miles across, and passed through a narrow 

, streight, only 2 1-2 perches wide, about 4 rods long; 

then entered another small pond about a mile over, and 

then through a narrow streight about a mile and an half 
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long, to a third pond, three miles wide ; then passed 
through a narrow streight^ and entered a fourth pond, 
about a quarter of a mile wide ; then entered a narrow, 
crooked river about three miles in length, to a carrying 
place, 15 perches across, to a pond about 100 perches 
across, and encamped on the northwest side, upon a high 
hill, which is a carrying place. These ponds are sur- 
rounded with mountains* 

27th. In the morning continued our route across the 
carrying place, which is one mile, to a pond 50 rods 
wide, to a carrying place, 44 perches long, to a pond 
about two miles wide, to a carrying place of 4 miles and 
60 perches. This carrying place lies across the height 
of land. (This high land runs through the colonies to 
Georgia.) It is about 2 miles from the last mention- 
ed pond to the height, where the streams all run the 
reverse of the rivers we came up in. We encamped this 
evening on the height of land. 

28th. In the morning crossed the heights to Chau« 
diere river. Made division of our provisions and am- 
munition, and marched back upon the height and en- 
camped. Here I delivered the following sums of fflbney 
to the following persons ; to coL ,Green 500 dollars, to 
major Bigelow 501, do. and paid Mr. Gatchel 44 dollars ; 
paid to Mr. Berry 4/. Ss. lawful money. 

29th. Continued our march by land towards Que- 
bec. At one o'clock we came to Nepess Lake, which 
we then supposed to be Ammeguntick Lake, but were 
mistaken. We continued our march till night, and en- 
camped on the bank of Lake Nepess, where there had 
been an Indian camp. 

30th. Marched through tlie \voods about 15 miles,. 
^d encamped near the north end of Ammeguntick Lake. 

November 1st. Continued our march through the 
woods — ^the marching this day exceedingly bad. This 
day I passed a number of soldiers, who had no provis- 
ions, and some that were sick, and not in my power to help 
or relieve them, except to encourage them. One or two 
dogs were killed, which the distressed soldiers eat with 
^od appetite, even the feet and skins. This day, on our 
march upon the banks of the Chaudiere, we saw several 
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boats, which were split upon the rocks, and one 6f cap- 
tain Morgan's men was drowned. The travelling tius 
day and yesterday very bad, over mountains and morasses. 

2d. In the morning continued our march on the banks 
of the Chaudiere. The marching this day better than 
we have had. The river grows wider and runs very 
quick^ and some places very shallow. We passed this 
day several small islands — ^the weather this day exceeding 
fine, clear, and as warm as ever I saw at this season in 
New England. 

3d. Continued our march on the banks of the Chau- 
diere. At 12 o'clock we met provisions, to the inex- 
pressible joy of our soldiers, who were near starving. 
After refreshing ourselves, marched a few miles and en- 
camped. 

4th. In the morning continued our march. At 11 
o'clock arri% td at a French house, and were hospitably 
used. This is ihe first house I saw for 31 days, having 
been that time in a rough, barren, iminhabited wilderness, 
where we never saw human being, except our own men. 
Immediately after our arrival, we were supplied with 
fresh^feef, fowls, butter, pheasants, and vegetables. This 
settlement is called Sertigan. It lies 25 leagues from 
Quebec. 

5th. Marched down to the parish of St. Mary's^-^ 
the country thinly settled — the people kind. They sup- 
ply us with plenty of provisions. 

6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th. I was on business up and 
down the country on each side the river — ^the Canadiam 
very hospitable. This day our men, that were gone 
forward to Point Levi, made prisoner of Mr. M'Kenzic, 
a midshipman of the Hunter sloop of war. This night I 
lodged at St. Henry's. 

lOih. I marched down to Point Levi, and joined the 
detachment. 

llih, 12th, and IStlu I was at point Levi. Nothing ex- 
traordinar}'^ happened, except that a deserter came in to 
us from "Quebec, by M'hom we are informed, that col. 
M'Lean had arrived from Sorel with his regiment. I 
had forgot to mention, that the Lizard frigate arrived a 
few days before our arrival at Point Levi. On the even- 
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kig of this day, at nine o'clock, we began to embark out 
men on board 35 canoes, and at 4 o'clock in the morn- 
ing we got over and landed about 500 men, entirely un- 
discovered, although two men of war were stationed td 
prevent us. We landed at the same place that general 
Wolfe did, in a small cove, which is now called Wolfe's 
cove. Soon after our landing, a barge from the Lizard 
frigate came rowing up the river. We hailed her, and 
ordered her to come in to the shore. They refusing, we 
fired upon them. They pushed offshore, and cried out. 
After parading our men on the heights, and sending a re- 
connoitring, party towards the city, and placing sentries, 
we marched across the plains of Abram, and took pos- 
session of a large house, which was formerly owned by 
general Murray, and other houses adjacent, which were 
Ine accommodations for our troops. 

14th. This morning employed in placing proper 
^ards on the different roads, to cut off the communica- 
ion between the city and country. At 12 o'clock the 
memy surprized one of our advanced sentries, and made 
lim prisoner. The guard soon discovered the enemy, 
aid pursued, but were not able to overtake them. We 
allied the main body, and marched upon the heights near 
he city, and gave them three huzzas, and mardied our 
nen fairly in their view ; but they did not choose to 
:oine out to us. They gave us a few shot from the ram- 
)arts. We then returned to our camp. This afternoon they 
ifet fire to the suburbs, and burned several houses. This 
evening col; Arnold sent a flag to the town, with a demand 
)f the garrison, in the name and behalf of the United Colo- 
lies. As the flag approached the walls, he was fired up- 
m, contrary to all rule or custom on such occasions. 
We constantly lie on our arms to prevent surprize. We 
ure informed by a gentleman from Quebec, that we 
night expect an attack very soon, from Quebec. 

15th« The commanding officer this day sent into the 
own a flag, concluding that the firing on our flag yester- 
lay was through mistake ; but he was treated in the same 
nanner as yesterday, on which he returned. An express 
irent off to general Montgomery this morning. About 
2 o'clock we were alarpied with a report, that troops in 
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town were coming out to attack us. We turned out to 
meet them ; but it proved a felse report. 

16th. This morning it is reported, that Montreal 
surrendered to general Montgomery the last Sabbathi 
and that the shipping were taken. One of our men, a 
sergeant in one of the rifle companies, received a shot 
from a cannon in one of his legs, which was shattered in 
such a inanner, that amputation was necessary. This day 
we sent a company of men and took possession of the 
general hospital. The Canadians are constantly coming 
in to express their satisfaction at our coming into the 
country. 

17th. The sergeant that was wounded yesterday, 
died this morning, with great composure and resignation. 
We have this morning a confirmation of the surrender of 
Montreal to general Montgomery. A soldier just came 
in from Quebec — no intelligence extraordinary from 
him — 2i party of our men gone over to Point Levi with 
boats, to bring over a part of our detachment that were, 
left there with provisions. Weather pleasant. 

18th. We have orders to parade tomorrow morning 
at 3 o'clock. 

19th. Early in the morning decamped, and marched 
up to Point aux Trembles, about 7 leagues from Que- 
bec. The country through which we marched thick 
settled ; every few miles a handsome litde chapel. Wc 
have with us 7 prisoners and 2 deserters. 

20th. An express came in this morning from general 
Montgomery at Montreal. The contents arc, that the 
king's troops had abandoned the town in the shipping, 
and that he was about to attack them with row ^lies 
and boats, with artillery mounted in them ; and that he 
should immediately join our detachment with men and 
artillery. We have now an express ready to return to 
Montreal, by which conveyance I wrote to my family. 

21st. The curate of the parish at Point aux Trembles 
dines this day at head quarters. I wrote this day to my 
honoured father and to Mrs. Meigs, by Mr. William 
Grubb. 

22d. An express arrived from Montreal, who in- 
forms, that all the shipping tliere were taken last Sabbath. 
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svening, and that general Montgomery was about to 
march for Quebec. 

23d. An express arrived from Montreal, by whom 
we. have intelligence, that general Montgomery was on 
lis march yesterday, and that he had sent cloathing the 
!Oth instant for our troops. One of our men came in 
rom the woods, who had been left behind, who says, that 
kimself, with one more, killed a horse, and lived on 
lis flesh several days. 

24th. This morning the Hunter sloop of war and 3 
idler armed vessels appeared in sight. An exptess now 
;oing to meet the troops that are coming down front 
Montreal. 

25th. The Hunter sloop, a large snow, and an armed 
ichooner, came to anchor opposite our quarters. This 
Homing a number of men were sent up the river, in a ca- 
loe, to meet the troops that arc coming down. 

26th. A number of gentlemen came in this morning 
rom Quebec. I wrote to my father, and two letters to 
tfrs. Meigs. 

27th. We are informed, that the house of major 
}aldwell, in which our troops were quartered, in St. 
•"oy's, is burned. 

28th. Colonel Arnold gone up to Jackarty to hasten 
own the ammunition. 

29th. Captain Morgan, who had been sent down to the 
eighbourhood of Quebec, sent up to our quarters two 
lisoners, which he took in the suburbs. 
- SOth. This day an express is gone to meet general 
klontgomery. Captain Duggin is arrived with ammu- 
lition and provisions. 

1st December. General Montgomery arrived this 
lay at one o^clock, with three armed schooners, with 
tien, artillery, ammunition and provision, to the great 
oy of our detachment. Towards evening our detach- 
ttcnt turned out, and marched down to the generars 
[uaFters in two battalions, and was there reviewed. The 
rcneral complimented us on our appearance. 

2d. In the morning I assisted in sending down our 
ield artillery by land. The large cannon are ordered down 
n battoes, which when landed, the battoes are to go to 
Point Levi for Ihe scaling ladders* 



MO MAJOR MEIGS^ JOUBNAL. 

Sd. Major Brown arrived from Sorel. The soldieFB 
drawing their cloathing. 

4th. We marched at 12 o'clock for our camp before 
Quebec. At evening quartered at the house of the curate 
of the parish of St. Augustine. We were entertained with 
hospitality and elegance. The curate's name, Michael 
Beriau. 

5th. In the morning proceeded on our march for St 
Foy, our camp before Quebec, w here we arrived about 
noon. This day I wrote to Mrs. Meigs. 

6th. I wrote to Titus Hosmer, Esq. at MiddletoD. 
Weather cold, with squalls of snow. 

7th. Yesterday, I am informed, that our meai took a 
sloop, with provisions and some cash. 

8th. I sent my watch to repair. We received som^ 
shot from the city ; but no person hurt. 

9th. A party of 100 men are ordered to cover the train 
this evening, while they bonibard the town. I went with 
this party — ^twenty seven shells were thrown into th^ 
town. This day we began to erect a battery before St 
John's gate. 

10. The enemy began to cannonade our camp eariy 
in the morning, and continued it till night. A party w 
our men are ordered into St. Roch this evening, to cover 
the train who are ordered there this evening, with five 
mortars and two field pieces. This evening 45 shells 
were thrown into the town. The enemy returned a few 
shells, and some 24 round and grape shot — none of our 
men were hurt ; but a Canadian woman was shot throy^ 
the body by a cannon shot from the enemy. 

1 Ith. The enemy kept up a faint cannonade upop 
our men this day. One of our men this morning lost his 
way in a snow storm, and found himself under the waUs 
of the town, and was fired upon from the walls of the ci- 
ty, and wounded in the thigh, but came off. This even- 
ing we sent 45 shells into the town. I had the command 
of the working party at the battery this night. The wea- 
ther extreme cold. I froze my feet. The enemy gave 
us a few shot and shells, but none of them struck the bat- 
ter5\ 
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. 12th. The platforms nearly ready for the gun battery. 
Weather cold. One of our guns was rendered unfit for 
use, by a shot from the enemy. 

13th. We opened our battery. We had two men 
wounded this day in the battery by cannon shot from the 
town — 5 men of col. Livingston's regiment of Canadians 
were wounded by a cannon shot, which went through a 
house in St. John's suburbs, where they were quartered, 
14th. I have just now received an account that one 
x)f our men was killed in our battery, and several wounded 
this evening. We threw into the town 24 bombs. At the 
same time we were briskly cannonaded from the town. 

15th. This morning before sunrise our battery began 
to play on the town, and continued one hour, and then 
ceased by order of the general ; and a flag was sent to the 
citv, but was refused admittance. After some discourse 
with the officer from the ramparts, the flag returned. At 
2 o'clock, P. M. our battery began to play on the town. 
Our mortars at the same time began to play from the 
suburbs of St. Roch, and sent into the town 50 bombs. 
This day we had two men killed at our battery, and one 
of our guns damaged by a shot from the enemy. It fe 
now in agitation to storm the town, which, if resolved, I 
hope will be undertaken with proper sense of the nature 
and importance of such an attack, and vigorously execu- 
ted. 

16th. The enemy this morning began to cannonade 
our quarters. Several shot struck the house. It was 
thought best to remove to other quarters. One of our 
men was shot through the body with a grape shot. His 
life is despaired of. I wrote this day to Mrs. Meigs by 
way of Montreal. This evening a council was held by 
all the commission officers of col. Arnold's detachment ; 
a large majority of which were for storming the garrison 
of Quebec, as soon as the men are provided with bayo- 
nets, spears, hatchets, and hand granadoes. 

17th. All day at capt. Hanchet's quarters. Nothing 
extraordinary happened. Weather cold and snowy. 

I8th. This morning I came to Mr. De vine's house 
to quarter. This day I wrote to Mrs. Meigs. Weather 
snowy. 

31 TQXi. H. 
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1 9th. No occurrences extraordinary. Weather mod- 
erate and snowy. 

20th. Weather cold. Several of our men have the 
small pox at this time. 

21st. We have orders that all our men wear hemlock 
sprigs in their hats, to distinguish them in the attack up- 
on the works. I have wrote this day to Mrs. Meigs. 

22d. Preparation is making, and things seem. ripening 
fast for the assault upon the works of Quebec. The 
blessing of heaven attend the enterprize. This evening 
is celebrated as the anniversary of a happy event or cir- 
cumstance in my life. 

23d. This day the officers of our detachment met. 
The general attended to compose some matters, which 
were happily settled. 

24th. I was on a general court martial. Our chap- 
Iain preached a sermon in the chapel of the General Hos- 
pital, which is exceedingly elegant inside, and richly dec- 
orated with carvings and gilt work. 

25th. Col. Arnold's detachment paraded this evening 
at capt. Morgan's quarters, at 4 o'clock. His Honour 
general Montgomery attended, and addressed us, on the 
subject of an assault upon the town of Quebec, in a sen- 
sible, spirited manner. 

Memo. The sun sets on the 21st day of December, 
at 4 hours, 13 minutes, 21 seconds, and rises at 7 hours, 
46 minutes, 41 seconds. The shortest day is 8 hours, 
27 minutes, 38 seconds. 

26th. Nothing material happened. Weather cold. 

27th. This evening the troops assembled by order of 
the general, with design to make an attack on the works 
of Quebec ; and were about to march, when an order 
from the general came for their returning to quarters, 
the weather not being thought proper for the attack. 

28th. The following came out in general orders : 

Viz. " The general had the most sensible pleasure in 
seeing the good disposition with which the troops last 
night moved to the attack. It was with the greatest re- 
luctance he found himself called upon by his duty to re- 
press their ardour ; but he should hold himself answera- 
ble for the loss of those brave men, whose lives might be 
saved by waiting for a favourable opportunity.'* 
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This day is the 35th anniversary of my birth. A va- 
riety of scenes have presented themselves, in this short 
terra — prosperity and adversity have alternately chequer- 
ed my path. Some dangers escaped, and favours innu- 
merable, demand a tribute of the warmest gratitude. 

29th. This day dined with general Montgomery, and 
spent the afternoon and evening with him in an agreeable 
manner. This evening as a party of our men were exe- 
cuting a command in the suburbs of St. Roch, were fired 
upon from the wails, and had one man wounded in the 

30th. This morning between the hours of 1 and 3 
o'clock in the morning our train threw into the city about 
SO shells, which produced a number of shells and a brisk 
cannonade, which continued all the day. As it had been 
determined to make an attack upon the city, the ladders 
being ready, and the weather stormy, which was thought 
best for our purpose, the troops arc ordered to parade 
at 2 o'clock tomorrow morning. 

3 1st. The troops assembled at 2 o'clock this morning. 
Those that were to make the attack by the way of Cape 
Diamond assembled at the general's quarters upon the 
heights of Abraham, and were headed by general Mont- 
gomery.* Those that were to make the attack through 
the suburbs of St. Roch, assembled at our guard house m 
St. Roch, and were headed by col. Arnold ; which were 
two battalions that were detached from the army at Cam- 
bridge and Roxbury. 

Colonel Livingston, with a regiment of Canadians, and 
major Brown with part of a regiment of Boston troops, 
were to make a false attack upon the walls to the south- 
ward of St. John's gate, and in the mean time set fire to 
the gate, with combustibles prepared for that purpose. 

1 hese different bodies were to move to the attack from 
their respective places of assembly, exactly at 5 o'clock ; 
but the different routes these bodies had to make, the 
depth of the snow^ and other obstacles, prevented the 
execution of col. Livingston's command. 

* The divisioA of the army commanded by general Montgomery, conaisted of 
the Ist, 2d, dd, and 4th battalions of the New York troops, and part of ool. EaSf 
ton's regiment. 
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The general moved with his command, with a number 
of carpenters with him, to the pickets at Cape Diamond. 
The carpenters soon cut the pickets with saws, the gen- 
eral pulled them down with his own hand, and entered 
with his aid de camp Mr. M'Pherson, Mr. Antill the en* 
^neer, capt. Cheeseman, and the carpenters, and some 
others. 

The troops did not follow, except a few, who attacked 
the guard house. The enemy gave them a discharge of 
grape shot from their cannon, and of small arms at the 
same time — ^at which time the general, his aid de camp, 
capt, Cheeseman, and some few others bravely fell. The 
firing then entirely ceased ; the lights in the guard house 
were out, at which time, it is said, the troops might have 
entered. Col. Campbell thought best to retreat ; which 
they did, and carried off the wounded to the camp. 

I now come to col. Arnold's division, which was to 
proceed to the attack in the following manner. A lieu- 
tenant and 30 men were to march in front, ais an advanced 
guard ; then the artillery company, with a field piece 
mounted on a sled ; then the main body, of which capt. 
Morgan's company was first. The advanced party were 
to open when arrived near the battery, which was raised 
upon a wharf, which we were obliged to attack in our 
way ; and when our field piece had given them a shot or 
two, the advanced party were to rush forward, with the 
ladders, and force the battery abovementioned, while capt. 
Morgan's company was to march round the wharf, if 
possible, on the ice. But the snow being deep, the piece 
of artillery was brought on very slow, and we were final- 
ly obliged to leave it behind ; and, to add to the delay, 
the main bddy were led wrong, there being no road, the 
way dark and intricate, among stores, houses, boats, and 
wharves, and harassed at the same time with a ccmstant 
fire of the enemy from the walls, which killed and wound- 
ed numbers of our men, without our being able to annoy 
them in the least from our situation. The field piece 
not coming up, the advanced party with captain Mor- 
gan's company attacked the battery, some firing into the 
port holes, or kind of embrasures, while others scaled the 
battery with ladders, and immediately took possession erf 
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it, with the guard, consisting of 30 men. This attack 
was executed with so much despatch, that the enemy- 
only discharged one of their cannon. In this attack we 
lost but one or two men, the enemy lost about the same 
Dumber. Jn the attack of this battery, col. Arnold re- 
ceived a v^und in one of his legs, with a musket ball, 
and was carried to the General Hospital. As soon as the 
prisoners were taken care of, and a few men came up, 
which was perhaps half an hour, our men attempted the 
next barrier, but could not force it, as the main body 
were some time in coming up, occasioned by obstacles be- 
fore mentioned. To add to this, that part of the army, 
commanded by general Montgomery, after his fall having 
retreated, gave the enemy an opportunity to tuni their 
whole force and attention upon us, so that before our men 
attempted the second barrier, the enemy had got such a 
number of men behind the barrier and in the houses, that 
we were surrounded with such a fire from treble our num- 
bers, that we fdund it impossible to force it, the enemy 
being under cover, while we were exposed to their fire. 
Here we found some brave officers and men. To add to 
our embarrassment, we lost the advantage of one of our 
companies, which was quartered on the north side of the 
river St. Charles, not having notice in season, who, in en- 
deavouring to join the main body, were surprized by a 
body of men, who made a sortie through Palace gate, and 
the most of diem made prisoners, [ Our men near the sec- 
ond barrier took possession of some houses, and kept up 
a fire from them for some time ; but as the body, which 
sallied out of Palace gate, came upon the rear, and our 
numbers greatly lessened by our killed and wounded, it 
was thought best to retreat to the first battery which we 
had taken, which we did, with the greatest ^Jut of our 
men ; where, upon a consultation of officers^ present, it 
was the unanimous opinion, that it was impracticable to 
retreat, as we must have passed a great part of the way 
under the walls of the tovm, exposed to a line of fire for 
a quarter of a mile, and our rear exposed ^to the fire of 
the enemy at the same time, and the party that sallied 
through Palace gate to €^)po9e in front. We maintained 
our ground till about ten ^'dock, and no hopes of relief, 
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as general Montgomery's party were gone, and were at 
last obliged to surrender prisoners of war, which we did 
with great reluctance. The firing continued from half 
past five till about ten o'clock, A. M, 

By the best account we can obtain, our loffii in killed 
and wounded amounts to about one hundredr The loss, 
which the town sustained, we cannot obtain. It must be 
small in comparison of ours, owing to their advantage of 
situation. 

We had one captain and two lieutenants killed. 

Wounded officers — Colonel Arnold, capt. Hubbard, 
capt. Lamb, lieutenant Steel, lieut. Tisdale, brigade ma- 
jor Ogden. 

The loss in that part of the army commanded by the 
general, beside the general, his aid de camp Mr. M'Pher- 
son, and capt. Cheeseman. 

Privates, the number unknown — about 4 or 5, I am 
since informed. 

His honour brigadier general Montgomery M'as shot 
through both his thighs, and through his head. His body 
was taken up the next day. An elegant coffin was pre- 
pared, and he was decently interred the next Thursday 
after. 

I am informed, that when his body was taken up, his 
features were not in the least distorted, but his counte- 
nance appeared regular, serene, and placid, like the soul 
that late had animated it. 

The general was tall and slender, well limbed, of gen- 
teel, easy, graceful, manly address. Hie had the volunta- 
ry love, esteem, and confidence of the whole army. 

His death, though honourable, is lamented, not only as 
the death of an amiable, worthy friend, but as an experi- 
enced, brave general, whose country suffi^rs greatly by 
such a loss 9t this time. The native goodness and rec- 
titude of his heart might easily be seen in his actions. 
His seniiitents, which appeared on every occasion, were 
fraught with that unaffi^cted goodness, which plainly dis- 
covered the goodness of the heart from whence they 
flowed. 

In the afternoon the officers >vpe qonfined in tlie Semi- 
nary^ and well accoiQmodate^ W|)th bedding. The sol- 
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diers were confined in the RecoUets, or Jesuit's College. 
I dined this day with capt Law, the principal engineer, 
w^hom in the moniing I made prisoner, but in a few 
hours I was, in my turn, made prisoner, Capt. Law 
has treated me with great politeness and ingenuity. In 
my return from capt Law's quarters, I called at the house 

of Mr. Munroe, who politely invited me to live at 

his house« if I could have permission. 

January 1st, 1776. This whole day in the Seminary. 
The first day I knew confinement. I hope I shall bear 
it with becoming fortitude. Major M'Kenzie brought 
general Montgomery's kneebuckles and Mr. MTher- 
son's gold broach, and made a present of them to me, 
which I highly value for the sake of their late worthy- 



owner." 



Return J. Meigs, 



A SKETCH OF AMHERST, IN NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Situation and Boundaries. AMHERST, in the coun- 
ty of Hillsborough, is situated on Souhegan river, 
in north latitude A2^ 54'; west longitude, 71^ 33';* 
and is 380 miles from Philadelphia, 50 miles N. W. 
of Boston, and nearly the same distance from Ports- 
mouth, the capital of the state. It is bounded east 
by Merrimac, south by Hollis, south and southwest 
by Milford, northwest by Mount Vernon, north by 
New Boston, and northeast by Bedford. The limits of 
the town are thus defined in the charter granted by gov. 
Wentworth, viz. ** Beginning at Souhegan river, tiience 
running north one degree west, on the townships of Mer- 
rimac and Bedford, and a tract of land called New Bos- 
ton six miles ; then south about five miles and an half to 
Souhegan river aforesaid ; then by said river to the place 
where it began." The limits of the town were evident- 
ly more extensive than represented by the charter, as it 
was nearly ten miles in length, and about seven in width. 

* According to Dr. Morat*t Gazetteer.— 'This town wm iBeorporatisd in 
1760, not ift 1769 w in laid Gazetteer. 
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Its size has been considerably curtailed by detaching the 
towns of Milford and Mount Vetnon, which formerly 
constituted part of this town. The former was incorpo- 
rated in 1794, and the latter in 1803. 

The compact part of the town contains about thirty 
houses, situated upon a level plain, about half a mile in 
length, and the same in breadth. The houses are mostly 
ranged in two rows, (though not straight) extending about 
N. E. to S. W. with a considerable space of ground be- 
tween. The meeting house, which has a clock, school- 
house, court-house, and goal are situated at the north and 
northeasterly part of the plain. The^rospect is limited 
on every side, except to the N. W. where, at the dis* 
tance of three miles, the pleasant and elevated town of 
Mount Vernon presents itself to view. 

Rivers. The only river which runs through this town 
is Souhegan, which is composed of several branches. 
The most considerable branch ori^nates in Ashbuinham 
in Massachusetts. From Ashbumham it runs northerly 
through Ashby, at the northwest angle of the county of 
Middlesex, into New Ipswich, through Mason, Milford, 
and this town, and empties into Merrimkc river in the 
township of Merrimac. This is a considerable river, 
having its waters augmented by various streams before 
it falls into the Merrimac. The intervale lands, whicb 
border it in this town, are rich and fertile. There is a 
number of valuable mills and factories on this stream, in 
several towns through which it passes. 

Ponds. There are several natural ponds in this town. 
The only one of any considerable magnitude is situated 
in the northeasterly part of Amherst, and partly in the 
township of Merrimac. It is called Babboosuk, and is 
about three miles in length. Its breadth varies from one 
fourth of a mile to about a mile. This pond abounds with 
fish of various kinds, and is much resorted to by persons 
in the vicinity for amusement. The other ponds, which 
are small, are situated in different parts of the towTi, and ' 
hardly deserve particular notice. ' 

Societies. There are two incorporated societies in 
this town, instituted for the purpose of advancing indi- 
vidual and social happiness. These are the ^^ Amherst 
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Sockd Libi^^' Society^ and die '^ Handellian Musical 
Society." The first Was incoroorated June 20, 1797, 
and has a itspeclable library. The Handellian Musical 
Society was incorporated June 5, 1805, for the purpose 
of introducing a just taste for musick. Its professed ob- 
jects are, " to cultivate the art of musick — ^to collect and 
introduce into practice the I3est production&>^to acquire 
and diffuse a correct taste, and to enjoy the refined 
pleasures of melody and harmony." These important 
objects have been obtained. The members have con- 
tributed their influeoce to effect a reformation of psalmo- 
dy in thfe vicinity, and have happily succeeded. The 
former depravity of taste, which prevailed, and which 
manifested itself in cherishing those light and frivolous 
Compositions, which infested our churches, is checked. 

Academy. The Aurean academy was incorporated in 
1790, and was an useful and flourishing institution for 
several years. Under the superintendence of Messrs. 
Walker,* Staniford,t Freeman, Appleton,t MTherson 
and Cole, II it was, perh^s, rivalled by none in the State. 
It was discontinued in 1801, for want of efficient funds. 
This town is divided into nine school districts, and has 
about the same number of school houses. 

Bank. The Hillsborough Bank was incorporated 
June 18, 1806, for twenty years, cum privilegio, of a cap- 
ital from 50,000 to 200,000 dollars. The first bills were 
issued October, 1807. It has not been in operation for 
several years, having refused payment of bills in August, 
1809. 

Population. The number of inhabitants in 1775, was 
1428 ; in 1790, 2369 ; and in 1800, 2152, not including 
about eighty families belonging to Milford, which were 
detached from Amherst in 1794. According to the cen- 
sus of 1810, the number of inhabitants was 1554; 598 
less than in 1800, by reason of Mount Vernon, which was 
taken from this town in 1803. The ancient limits of the 
town probably contain 3434 inhabitants. 

* Charles Walker, Esq. of Concord, (N H.) f I>amel Staniford, A. M. of 

Boston. * Rev. J. Appleton, D. D. ?re^ of Bowd. Coll. || Thomas Cole, 
A. M. of Salexn. 

32 TOI.. II. 
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Courts and Offices. The Supreme Judicial Court, and the 
Circuit Court of Common Pleas hold their sessions in tlus 
town twice a year. The ofBces of Pnibate, Clerk of Cir- 
cuit Court of Common Pleas, and Register of Deeds, arc 
kept here. There are five attorney's offices in this 
town. 

Historical Observations^ Sketches qf Biography^ £sfr. 
The tract of land which constituted diis town^ was ori- 
ginally granted from Massachusetts^ and remained under 
its jurisdiction till the boundary lines between Massachu- 
setts and New-Hampshire were adjusted, when it was 
confirmed to the latter. Its original name was Souhegm^ 
and this name it retained for many years after its first set- 
tlement. The present charter of the town was granted 
by Govemour fienning Wentworth, January 18, 1760, 
when it assumed the name of Amherst. The first town 
meeting holden under this charter, was on the 20th Feb- 
ruary in the same year. The first settlement was made 
about the year 1733, by emigrants bora Billerica and 
JVliddieton, in Massachusetts, who seated themselves not 
far from the present centre of the town. About seven 
years after this, the settlement contained fifteen famiUes, 
and in 1749, this number had been considerably aug- 
mented by emigrations from several towns near, or con- 
tiguous to those above mentioned. In June, 1741, the 
Rev. Daniel Wilkins, the first pastor of the church in this 
place was ordained. He was bom in Middleton, and re- 
ceived bis education at Harvard College, and was gradu- 
ated there in 1736. He first visited this town, when it 
contained only fourteen families, and lived to see it emerge 
from a wilderness, to a flourishing and populous town- 
ship, which, at the time of his death, probably contsuned 
upwards of 2,000 inhabitants. The Rev. Mr. Wilkins 
died February 11, 1785, at a considerably advanced age, 
having enjoyed the assistance of a colleague almost five 
years. One of bis sons, John Wilkins, was graduated at 
Harvard College in 1763, and died at Athens, (Ohio,) in 
1808. He was probably the first native of the town who 
received a liberal education. 

In 1752, there were seven garrisoned houses, which 
were resorted to by the inhabitants as places of refuge in 
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times of alarm and danger. The Indians, at that period, 
made frequent irruptions upon some of the frontiers, de- 
stroying the fruits of industry, and captivating the settlers. 
It is believed they never committed much mischief in this 
place, and there is no account of their killing any person 
within the precincts of the town. Several years after the 
town was incorporated, it was classed wim Bedford, an 
adjoining town, in their choosing a representative to the 
General Court. In the time of the revolution, it was en- 
titled to 'two representatives. In 1773, the proportion 
which this town paid to 1000/. was 19L 7s. — It was 
more than either town in the county paid. 

In 1775 thb town was deprived of a very useful citi- 
zen in the removal of Doct. Seth Ames, who had resided 
in this place several years, and practised physick with 
great reputation. He was brother to the celebrated Fish- 
er Ames, and possessed a spark of that genius, which 
shone so conspicuously in him. He graduated at Har- 
vard College in 1764, and is represented by those who 
recoUec*^ him, as a person of brilliant talents, and emi- 
nently calculated to render much important service to the 
community. His removal from town, it is believed, was 
occasioned by a declension of his health. He went to his 
firiends in Dedham, where he died in 1776. During the 
disturbances between Great Britain sfiid this country, the 
state of New-Hampshire was governed by committees 
and conventions, to which necessity induced obedience. 
To the first convention, which assembled in 1 774, Paul 
Dudley Sargent, Esq. was delegated from this town. A 
lai^ proportion of the citizens of this town united in op- 
posing the oppressive measures of Great Britain during 
the revolution. Such was the temperament of the publick 
mind in this vicinity, thai the small number of persons 
who were suspected of favouring the royal cause, were 
treated with a severity which was considered reprehensi- 
ble by many good friends to their country. When war 
actually commenced, the inhabitants of this town mani- 
fested that spirit and patriotism, which freemen will ever 
manifest, when their rights are invaded. A company of 
soldiers was immediately raised, who repaired to the as- 



sistance of their brethren with alaaijt]r« So pcompt Mm 
the town in furnishing men for the mUitafy service of the 
United States, that previous to AprU 1, 1777, one hundred 
twenty persons had engaged in the army, among \vhom 
are recognized two oolong one ma^^ five captains, ao4 
nine subaltern officers^ 

March 3, 1780, the Rev. Jeremiah Barnard^ present 
pastor of the church in this place, was ordained. He mm 
graduated at Harvard College in 1773^ The number of 
deaths in his pariah for thirty three years succeeding b» 
settlement, was 529w In 1790, died the Hon. Moaes 
Nichols of this town. Ardently attached to the prtnci* 
pies of liberty, he took a conspicuous part ia the revdu* 
tion. He commanded a regiment under General Stark, 
and was in the engagement of Benoington. Besides his 
military services, be was eminently useful as a pbysicuD 
in this place, where he practitsed many years. He held 
several offices of trust and responsibility, all of which iiis 
believed he discharged with fidelity. Ln 1795, the puhp 
lication of a newspaper was commenced in this town, fa^r 
Mr. Nathaniel Coverly. The first number was issuea 
January 15, and was called the Amherst Journal andNevr^ 
Hampshire Advertiser. This was. the first nsmspafn 
published in the county of Hillsborough, and cmbraceda 
period of nearly one year. It was succeeded Januacjr 6, 
1796, by the Vilh^ Messenger, which, was saccesskrGljr 
edited by William Biglow, A.. M.. Messrs. Gushing and 
JPreston. This publication cootinued- tili Decembei, 
1.801, and was succeeded in Novembei, 1806, hy Ac 
Farmer's Cabinet, which is ixxw published. '^he 
Fiscataqua Evangelical Magazine wasi pqbhsfaed m thb 
town in 1806, 1807, and 1808. These are aU the jpeiiod^ 
IcbX publications ever printed in this QOimty. 

The number of rateable pofis. thi& year, {119S)vsas 
244, of which no more than 100 remain ki towA aft this 
time. The rest have either died or removed from town« 
In 1798, died tlie Hon. Samuel Dana, Esq. of this town. 
From the oration at hi& interment, deliveted by the Hod. 
Timothy BigeloWy the following sketch of his. Ufe and 
character, is extracted : -• Our deceased firiend, whohai 
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fiUed inaajr active eBnfik)gnneiit& and dignified offices in 
life, wua bom Jamiary 14, 1739, 0. S. and was educated 
^ thfi Uoiversity of Cambridge, in a class which is re- 
marka):^ lor having produoed many great men* He ap- 
plied with diligeoce to hisstucbes^ acquitted himself with 
tqsiutatioa in his collegiate exercises, and, in 1755, re- 
ceived the honours of the University with applause. 
June S,. 1761^ he was ordained the minister of Groton, in 
IVfassachusetts* He discharged all the duties of that sa- 
cred character with a sincerity, a 2eat and ability highly 
exemidary,. and which not only secured the approbation 
and esteem of his brethrenofthe sacred order, but acquir- 
ed him the respect and afiection of the people of his 
charge. He probably might have continued in the pasto- 
xal oiEice to the end c£ his life, but for some supposed po- 
litical heresy,, respecting our contest with Great Britain. 
Tlus alienated die good will of his parishioners, and ren- 
dered a dissoludcm of his connexion indispensaUe. Ac- 
cordin^y, in 1775, he abdicated his charge. From this 
time, for some years, he was without any settled profes- 
atonal employment or steady pursuit. But his talents 
were too weU calculated for usefulness in life to suffer 
him. long to continue in obscurity. la 1783, he was ad-» 
mitted and sworn as a practising attorney in the courts of 
law.. Hb eminence, his integrity, and bis attachment to 
the interest of his employers are so> futty known, as to 
sender encomium superfluous. It is sufficient to say, 
that he continued in fuU practice till the time of his de- 
cease, la 1790,. he waa appcnnted by the supreme exec- 
utive of this state to the office of judge of probate for the 
coun^ of HjUsborough. In 1793, he was elected senator 
in the state legislature. In dbmestick life, he was nolesa 
distinguished for his virtues ; serenity of mind, conjugal 
tenderness and parental affection, were eminent traits in 
his disposition." 

In 1802, the town sustained a loss in the death of the 
Hon. William Gordon, who died on a visit, at Boston, in 
May, aged 39 years. At an early age he entered Harvard 
College, and received its honours in 1779. He engaged 
in a learned and arduous profession, in which his talents 
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and integrity soon procured him an ample portion of bu- 
siness and fame. He had been a senator m the state le- 
gislature, and a representative to Cong^ress ; and, at the 
time of his death, was attorney genexal of the State of 
New-Hampshire. His character is thus delineated :^ 
*^ His mind was not less adorned with learning, than his 
heart with every manly virtue. His friendship was sin- 
cere ; his benevolence active. Integrity, constancy, and 
truth, marked his character. An independence of spirit^ 
a purity of morals, and correctness of thought, raised him 
above the prejudices of party, the meanness of avarice, 
the frowns and flatteries of the world." 

In 1807, the Franklin Society, an association of lite* 
rary gentlemen, moral in its constitution, liberal . in its 
principles, and literary in its objects, was formed in this 
town, for the diffusion of literary knowledge. A pre^- 
dent, vice-president, two censors, secretary and libra- 
rian were its officers. These were chosen quarterly. 
The regular meetings were on every second Wednesday. 
Discussion of literary subjects, declamation, origiirai 
composition, constituted the exercises. The neighbour- 
ing clergy, several of whom were honourary members, 
frequently attended, and gave animation to their perform- 
ances by their presence. 

From 200 to 300 valuable books constitute the library. 
The number of members, tn toto^ was about 60, of whom 
more than half were gentlemen of liberal education. At . 
present the meetings are suspended. 

The number of voters this year [1795 or 1807 ?] was 
254 ; the number at present is 332. 

John Farmer. 
Amhersty N. H. 2 June^ 1814. 



Rev. Abiel Holmes, D. D. 



* Portsmouth Oracle, Vol. xii. No. 53. 
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Jbstract of the Weather, Ste. at Aakerst, N. H. for J.D.U11. 
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* Feb. 22, at 7, A. M. greatest de^ee of cold, f ^^ ^^» greatest degree of heat* 

Being destitute of a rain-gage I could not ascertain the 
quantity of rain which fell during the year. By the " No. 
of days fair'' — is meant the days of prevailing fair weath- 
er, and so of the cloudy. 



LETTER FROM THE GENERAL ASSOClJiTION OF CONGREGATIONAL 
MINISTERS IN CONNECTICUT, TO THE CLERGYMEN IN BOSTON. 

Bxv, and Dear Sirs, 

WE, your brethren of the colony of Connecticut, 
met by delegation from the several counties, in general 
association at our annual meeting, caiinot bi^t feel deeply 
impressed with the preseint melancholy, threatened situa- 
lion of America in general, and the distressed state of the 
town of Boston in. particular, suffering the seviere resent- 
ment of the British parliament, by which the subsistence 
of thousands is taken away. We readily embrace this 
opportunity to manifest our hearty sympadiy with you in 
your present distresses. We consiaer you as suffering 
in the common cause of America, in the cause of civil 
liberty ; which, if taken away, we fear would involve the 
ruin of religious liberty also. Gladly woufd we contrib- 
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ute every thing in our power for your encouragement and 
relief ; however, our situation enables us to do little more, 
than to express our sincere and affectionate concern ; and 
with fervent addresses, to commend your cause, and the 
cause of America ; the cause of liberty, and, above all, 
the cause of religion, to the Father of mercies, who can 
easily afford effectual relief — who has the hearts of all at 
his disposal, and can turn them as he pleases. We feel 
deeply sensible, what a heavy load must lie upon the 
minds of the ministers of Boston ; enough to sink their 
spirits, unless armed with vigorous christian fortitude and 
resolution. In hopes it may afford you some consola- 
tion, we assure you of Our sincere condolence and unre- 
mitting prayers in your behalf; and that we shall, in eve- 
ry way suitable to our character and station, use our in- 
fluence with the good people of this colony, to concur in 
every proper measure calculated to afford relief to Amer- 
ica in general, and to the distres&ed town of Boston in 
particular. We pray that the ministers of Boston may 
be inspired by the great Head of the Church with wisdom 
sufficient for their direction, in such a crkical day as the 
present ; and that God would give them and their peo- 
ple, firmness, unanimity, patience, prudence, and every 
virtue, which they need to support them under their heavy 
trials, and enable them to stand firm in the glorious cause 
of liberty, and express such a temper, and exhibit such 
an example, as shall be well-pleasing to God, and recom- 
mend them to the favour and compassion of their fcHow- 
men. We earnestly pray that God would humble us all 
under a deep sense of our numerous transgressions and 
criminal declensions ; shew us the absolute necessity of 
repentance and reformation ; humble us under his mighty 
hand ; and pour out a spirit of fervent supplication on 
you, on us, and all his people in this land ; and we can- 
not but hope the united prayers of America may obtain 
that audience in heaven, which will ensure salvation to us. 
Signed by order of the General Association. 

Benjamin Throop, Moderator. 
Mansfield, 22 June^ 1774,. 

To the Rev. Charles Chaitncy^ D- D. and the other 

ministers of the tofWTk of SSstan. V 
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C0P7 OF AV ANSWIR TO A, LETTER 

¥)r&m the Qentral Association in Canneetimi to the. Associated Pastors 
in Bostcn; prepared^ but not sent through the confusion of the 
times. 

Hev. and dear Brethren, 

YOUR very affectionate and obliging letter of 
24 June, 1774, was communicated to us at a time ^hen 
wc ereatly needed the encouragement and support of our 
Christian friends. 

You justly suppose, that when Boston is treated with 
such unprecedented cruelty, and involved in the deepest 
distress^ a heavy load must lie upon the ministers of re- 
ligion in that unhappy town. Wc have consoled our- 
selves with the thought, that we were suffering in the 
common cause of America, in the cause of civil liberty, 
with which religious liberty hath a very close connexion. 
All circumstances seemed to make it evident that we 
were not mistaken in . this view of things. It gives us 
the highest satisfaction to find, that the sentiments of oth- 
ers are conformable to our own ; especially to know that 
this is the opinion of so wise and venerable a body, as 
the General Association of Connecticut. 

We sincerely thank you for your tender sympathy 
with us under our sufferings, and the very kind and 
obliging manner in which you express it. 

We present our particular acknowledgments for the 
great consolation you afibrd, in the assurance you give us 
of your sincere condolence and unremitting prayers in 
our behalf; and that you will, in every way suitable to 
your character and station, use your influence with the 
good people of your colony to concur in every proper 
measure calculated to afford relief to America in general, 
and to the distressed town of Boston in particular. We 
trust God hath heard your prayers, and the prayers of oth- 
er friends to religion, and to America, and by his all 
^powerful influence hath supported our brethren in this 
tbwn, under their heavy trials, enabled them to stand firm 
in the glorious cause ot liberty, and hath given them some 
degree of that firmness^ unanimity^ patience, and pru- 

33; . TOL. IX. 
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dencc which you so fervently implore for them in this 
critical day. 

We owe much to our brethren in the other colonies 
for the very generous assistance we have received. Such 
were the difficulties to which great numbers were reduced 
by the almost total stagnation of our trade, that it must 
have been impossible for this town to have subsisted to 
this day, if the inhabitants had not been &voured with 
such kind and generous relief from abroad^ 

The colonjr of Connecticut distinguished themselves 
not only by the largeness of their donations, but by the 
seasonableness of their supplies, which were received and 
applied for the purpose of supporting those, who were 
suffering by means of the cruel bill which shut up our 
port, while the other colonies, by reason of their distance, 
were not able to afford such immediate help. 

We think ourselves obliged on this occasion to testify, 
that your charities have been most faithfully applied to 
the purpose for which they were sent. The gendemen 
who have undertaken this trust, are of the first character 
for probity and universal goodness. They generously 
employ a very great part of their time in this benevolent 
work, without the prospect of any reward, but what aris- 
eth from the pleasure of doing good, and the approbation 
of their great Master and Lord. 

While we think we have a right to complain to heaven 
and earth of the cruel oppression we are under, we ascribe 
righteousness to God. We deserve every thing from 
him, and he punishes us less than our iniquities deserve. 
We earnesdy entreat the continuance of your addresses 
to him, who heareth prayer, that he would humble, par- 
don, and bless us. 

Our own distresses by no means employ all our atten- 
tion. We are more deeply affected with the general 
danger of our country, than with our own difficulties. 
We encourage ourselves in that glorious Being, who 
hath ever been the hope of his Israel, and the Saviour 
thereof in time of trouble, and who hath so often and so 
wonderfully appeared for this people. We are sinful and 
degenerate, but we trust there are many who have notj 
forsaken God, and for whose sake he will not forsake a& 
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If there had been ten righteous found in Sodom, the city 
had not been destroyed. And will not God have reganl 
to the many thousands in this land, who walk uprightly 
before him, and who continually implore his favour to 
their distressed country ? 

The surprising union of the colonies at this day affords 
the strongest ground of encouragement ; and their spirit- 
ed measures cannot, according to a human view of things, 
fail of success sooner or later. We are sensible at the 
same time, that all depends on him, who is the great Gov- 
cmdur of tlie world. It is an inexhaustible source of 
comfort, that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. To 
him we refer all, in full confidence, that he will do all 
things well. 

We devoutly wish you the presence of the great Head 
of the Church in all your labours for the honour of God 
amd the good of men, and are. 

With the sincerest gratitude and respect, 

Your brethren, &c. 

Dear Sir^ 

According to your desire, I send you a copy of 
the letter which was prepared in answer to that which was ' 
ao kindly sent from the Association in Connecticut. It 
was owing to the forgetfulness of our dear brother Howe, 
that it was not finished and forwarded. It was read by 
most of the brethren ; but as it was not formally voted, 
it may not be best to take notice of it as an answer to 
yours. You may use it as you think proper. I send it 
m compliance with your desire, and it will, at least, show 
that we were not wholly unmindful of the affectionate re- 
gard expressed to us, though we have not made the re- 
turn we ought to have done. 

I am, Sir, your brother and servant, 

Andrew Eliot. 
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VROX P&IillMBlfT STILXft' LITERARY DIJlR7* 

" 1773, 10 June. JUDGE OLIVER came and drank 
tea with me. He has a copy of the Rev. Mr. Hubbard's 
MSS. of Ipswich, which he himself copied from a copy, 
which had corrections in Mr. Hubbard's own hand wri- 
ting. I think it contains 300 or 400 pages, folia* This, 
widi Gov. Bradford's and Gov. Winthrop's MSS. are 
the three most considerable historical accounts of the first 
settlement of New England." 

*' March, 1778. Heading a 4to. volume, entitled, 
The Gospel Covenant, or Covenant of Grace opened, by 
Rev. Peter Bulkeley, pastor of the church in Concord, 
in New England, and formerly fellow of St. John's Col- 
lege, in Cambridge. It was printed in a 2d edition in 
London, 1651, dedicated to the Right Hon. Oliver St. 
John, ambassador from the Commonwealth to Holland,, 
dated April 15, 1651, and also to the church and congre- 
ition at Concord, in New England, with a preface by 
lCv. Thomas Shepard. Mr. Bulkeley was a mastcrty 
reasoner in theology. I consider him and President 
Chauncy, Mr. Hooker, Mr. Norton, and Mr. Davenport, 
as the greatest divines among the first ministers of New 
England, and equal to the first characters in theology in 
all Christendom and in all ages." 



LBTTBR -FROM SIB EDMUND ANDR08 TO GOV. DVDLKT. 

Coined from the original^ found among the papers rf the laie Thokis 

Fatsbw£ather, Esq. of Cambridge* 

K 

Kingfisher, o^ Nantasket^ 10 Dec* 168(W 
Sir, 

BEING but just arrived, and afore I could send 
to you, as I was about to do, I have received yours pr. 
capt. George and Mr. Shrimpson, for which, and civili- 
tys therein, I am obliged to you. I do not think it p*pcr 
(if I could) for to go on shore to day, but I intend it in 
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the morning,* and desire you to give notice to as many 
gentlemen of the councill as can conveniently come, to be 
wkh you then^ or some time tomorrow, when I may ac- 
quaint you with his majesty's commands in sending me to 
this government, and/i am, sir, 

Your most affectionate, humble servant, 

£. Akdros. 

To the Son. Joseph Dudley, Esf. President oj' his 
Majesty^ s Councill, (^c. at Boston. 

This is by capt. Nicolson, who hath the command of 
n compagny now b*t. with me. 



BILLS OF MORTALITT FOR MIDDLEBOROUGH. BY HON. ISAAC 

THOMPSON. 

[IN voL YIIL p. 70, first series, of these Collections, is a bill of 
mortality, bj tlds same attentive correspondent, from 1779 to 1801. 
In vol. IX. p. 235,ithe bills for 1 802 and 3, and in vol. X. p. 1 88, those 
for 1805 and 6 are inserted, -^he first of these should have pre- 
ceded those last mentioned, but was then mislaid. That for 181 !» 
has not been found by the present committee.] 

Rev. sir, 1 Jawtuary 1805. 

AGREEABLY to niy former promise, I hereby 
inform you, that in the year of our Lord eighteen hun- 
dred and four, there died in the first precinct in Middle- 
borough 

Persons. Years cf age. Persons. Tears qf age. 

1 oyer 00 I 1 between 40 and 50 

3 betM^eeo 70 and 90 | and 7 under lo 

Total 12 

Which numbers added, is as small, or the smallest num- 
ber, that have died in that society, for upwards of thirty 
years past. I am, sir, yours, with respect^ 

Isaac Thompsoit. 
Sev. John Eliot, D. D« Corr. Sec. Ma^s.SRst. Soa 

* '< He landed at Bottoa the SOth. and hii eommiuion irtt published the aame 
daj." HuTCHZNSov. 
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Rev. Sir, May I8th. 1808. 

THERE died in the first precinct in Middle 
borough in 1807, 
Persons. Years rf age. Persons, Years rf age* 



5 upward of 80 

2 between 70 and 80 
5 between 60 and 7o 
A between 40 and 60 



2 between 20 and 40 
4 under 20 

22 persons died in all. 



Rev. Sir, 1 June, 1809. 

THE deaths in the first precinct in Middlcbo-> 

rough in 1808 were 

Persons- Years of Age, Persons. Years of age, 

2 between 80 and 00 
10 between 10 and 80 



7 between 50 and 70 



4 between 20 and 50 
8 under 20 



ToUl 31 



Rev. Sir, 7 Sept. 1810. 

THE deaths in the first precinct in Middlebo- 
rough in 1809 were 

Persons. Years rfage. 
4 between 20 and 50 



12 under 



2d 



Persons. Years of age. 

2 between 80 and 90 
4 between 70 and 80 
7 between 50 and 70 

Total 29 

The average of their ages is about thirty five years. 

Rev. Sir, 2 Feb. 1811. 

THE deaths in the first precinct in Middlebc 
rough in 1810 were 



Persons. Years of age, 

I 5 between 20 and 40 

and 6 under 



20 



Persons. Years of age. 

2 between BO and 90 
S between 70 and 80 

3 between 60 and 70 
1 between 40 and 60 20 Total. 

The number of deaths in the said precinct was the 
smallest that has been for a number of years. The av- 
erage of their ages is a little over forty years. 



lbttsr from gov. dudley. sq3 

Rev. Sir, 15 Jak. 1818. 

THERE died in the first precinct in Middle- 
borough the year pslst 

Persons. Years (fage. Persons. Year of age* 



4 upwards of 90 

2 between 80 and 90 
4 between 70 and 80 

Total 22 



5 between 20 and 50 
7 under 20 



The average of their ages was about 47 years. 

Sir, I subscribe myself yours in sincerity, 

Isaac ThompsoKn 

Rev. John Eliot, D. D. 
Corr. Sec. Hist. Soc. 

N. B. No person died between 50 and 70. 



LETTER FROM GOVERNOUR DUDLEY tO THE REVEREND COTTOH 

MATHER, D. D. 

JRoxbury, 10 JulUf 1706. 
Sir, 

I WAS surprised a few days since with a pres- 
ent laid before me from Albany, by two honest Dutch- 
men, inhabitants of that city, which was a certain tooth, 
accompanied with some other pieces of bone, which be- 
ing but fragments, without any points whereby they 
might be determined to what animals they did belong, I 
could make nothing of them ; but the tooth was of th(> 
perfect form of the eye tooth of a man, with four prongs 
or roots, and six distinct faces or flats on the top, a little 
worn, and all perfectly smoothed with grinding. I sup- 
pose all the surgeons in town have seen it, and I am 
perfectly of opinion it was a human tooth. I measured 
it, and as it stood upright it was six inches high lacking i, 
and round thirteen inches lacking I. And its weight in 
the scale was two pounds and four ounces, Troy weight. 
One of the same growth, but not of equal weight was last 
year presented to my lord Cornbury, and one other of 
the same figure exactly was shewed at Hartford, of near 
a pound weight more than this. 
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Upon examination of the two Dutchmen they tell me. 
the said tooth and bones were taken up under the bank 
of Hudson's river, some miles below tnc city of Albany, 

about fifty leagues fpom the sea, about foot below 

the surface of the earth, in a place where the freshet does 
every year rake and wast the bank, and that there is a 
plain discoloration of the ground, for seventy five foot 
long at least, different from the earth in colour and sub- 
stance, which is judged by every body that see it, to be 
the ruins and dust of the body that bore those teeth and 
bones: 

I am perfectly of opinion, that the tooth will agree only 
to a human body, for whom the flood only could prepare 
a funeral ; and without doubt he waded as long as he 
could to keep his head above the clouds, but must at 
length be confounded with all other creatures, and the 
new sediment after the flood gave him the depth we now 
find. 

I remember to have read somewhere a tradition of the 
Jewish rabbins, that the issues of those unequal matches 
between heaven and earth at the beginning were such 
whose heads reached the clouds, who are therefore called 
Nephelim, and their issue were Gebwim, who shrunk 
away to the Raphaim, who were then found not to be in- 
vincible, but fell before less men, the sons of the east in 
several places besides Canaan. 

I am not presently satisfied of what rank or classis this 
fellow was, but I am sure not of the last, for Goliah was 
not b^lP^d many feet, as this was ells long. 

The distance from the sea takes away all pretension of 
its being a whale or animal of the sea, as well as the figure 
of the tooth, nor can it be any remains of an elephant^ the 
stiapc of the tooth and admeasurement of the body in the 
ground will not allow that. 

There is nothing left but to repair to those antique 
doctors for his origin, and to allow Dr. Burnet and Dr. 
Whiston to bury him at the deluge, and, if he were what 
he shows, he will be seen again at or after the conflagra- 
tion, further to be examined. 

I am Sir, your humble servant, 

J. Dudley* 



LETTER TO REV. DR. OWEN — 1663. .265 



^ COPT OF A LETTER ORDERED TO BE WRITTEN FROM THE GENE- 
RAL COURT OF THE MAaSACHUSETTS BAT, TO DR« JOHN OWEN, TO 
SECOND THE BOSTON INVITATION TO ACCEPT OF THEIR CALL. 

Reverend Sir^ 

IT hath pleased the Most High God, possessor of 
Heaven and Earth, who givcth no account of his matters, 
to take unto himself that pious and eminent minister of 
the gospel, Mr. John Norton, late teacher of the church 
, of Christ in Boston, whose praise is in all the churches ; 
the suitable and happy repair of which breach is of great 
concernment^ not only to that church, but to the whole 
country. Now, although most of us are strangers to 
you, yet having seen your labours, and heard of the grace 
and wisdom communicated unto you from the Father of 
lights, we thought meet to write these, to second the call : 
and invitation of that church unto yourself, to come over 
and help us ; assuring you that it will be very acceptable 
to this Court, and wc hope to the whole country, if the 
Lord shall direct your way hither, and make your jour- 
ney prosperous to us. We confess the condition of this 
wilderness doth present litde that is attractive, as to out- 
ward things ; neither are we unmindful that the under- 
taking is great, and trials many that accompany it ; the 
persons that call you 5 unworthy and sinful men, of 
much infirmity, and may possibly fall short of your ex- 
pectation (considering the long and liberal day of grace 
afforded to us ;) — ^yet, as Abraham and Moses being call- 
ed of God, by faith forsook their country and the pleas- 
ures thereof, and followed the Lord, the one not knowing 
whither he went, the other to suffer affliction with, and 
bear the manners of the people of God in the wilderness : 
and God was with them and honoured them : so we de- 
sire that the Lord would clear your call, and give you his . 
presence. You may please to consider those that give ^-. 
you this call are your brethren and companions in tribu- 
lation ; and are in the wilderness for the &ith and testi- 
mony of Jesus ; and that we yet enjoy, through the dis- 
tinguishing favour of God, the pleasant things of Zion in i 
peace and liberty. And while the Lord shall see meet to 
betrust us with this mercy, we hope no due care will be 

34 VOL. ZI. 
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found wanting in the government here established, to en- 
courage and cherish the churches of Christ, and the Lord's 
faithful labourers in his vineyard. Thus praying to the God 
of the spirits of all flesh to set a man over this congrega- 
tion of the Lord, that may go in and out before them, 
and make your call clear, and voyage successful to us ; 
that if the Lord should vouchsafe to us such a favour, 
you may come to us in the fullness of the blessing of the 
gospel of Christ ; with our very kind love and respects, 
We remsdn your very loving friends, 

John Endicot, 

In the name and by appointment of the General Court, 
sitting at Boston, in New England. Dated the 20th of 
October, 1663." 

[^Extracted from the Publick Records^ 
Book C. p. 74 and 75.] 

Note. In consequence of this pressing invitation. 
Dr. Owen was induced, in the year 1665, to prepare for a 
voyage to Boston ; but was prevented from his design, 
first, by the plague and fire of London which took place 
in the following year ; and next by the King's declara- 
tion of indulgence to the Dissenters, which opened to 
him a prospect of greater usefulness by remaining in 
Great Britain. In an interview also with the King him- 
self, by his majesty's special request, at which they dis- 
coursed together about two hours, he received such as- 
surances of royal favour and respect, as led him to lay 
aside all purposes of quitting the country. Besides his 
kind professions, " the King gave him a thousand guineas 
to distribute among tiiose who had suflfered most by the 
late severities.'' 



IHDIAN NAMES OF WHITE HILLS AND FISCATAaUA RIVER. 

^trnn a letter ofB^v* Timothy Alden^ S. H, S. to the Corresponding Sec- 

retary. Portsmouth, 1806. 

I HAVE lately been informed, that the fFMte HiSs 
were called by one of the eastern tribes, I cannot ascer- 
tain which, fFaumbekketmethna. I have spelt it, as I 
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think all aboriginal names ought to be, as pronounced. 
Waumbekket signifies white^ and methnaj mountains^ as 
I am told. The aboriginal name, in Belknap's History 
of New Hampshire, is widely different. 

Piscataqua, so we spell, at this day, the aboriginal 
name of our river ; but in our most ancient records it is 
written Pascataquackj sometimes with a double t. I 
presume that no method of spelling it, handed do^vn to 
us, gives an accurate idea of me manner in which it was 
pronounced by the aborigines of this country. I sus- 
pect, from the small acquaintance I have had with the ab- 
original mode of pronouncing, and from the circum- 
stance that our forefathers spelt the word Pascataquacky 
that the last syllable had a strong aspirate. It was th^re*^ 
fore probably pronounced P^sc^taqu^h, 



'' A partktdar of such necessaries as either private families or single 
persons shall haoe cause to provide to goe to Virginia, wherebjf 
greater numbers may in part conceive the better haw to provide for 
themsdveS'** 

(Extracted from ** The general! hUtorie of Yirginiay New England, and the 
Summer Isles, &c. from their first beginning 1584 to this present 1626. By 
Capt John Smith." fol. Ijond. 1633. pp. 248. j 



Apparell for one man, and so af- 
ter the rate for more. 

s* d. 
A monmoth cap 1 10 

3 falling bands 1 3 

3 shirts 7 6 

1 waste coat 2 2 

JL suit of canvase 7 6 
1 suit of frize 10 

1 suit of cloth IS 

3 paire of Irish stock- 
ings 4 

4 paire of shoes 8 8 
1 paire of garters 10 
1 dozen of points 3 
1 pair of canvas sheets 8 
7 ells of canvas to make 

a bed and boulster 



to be filled in Vir-. ] 
ginia, serving for 
two men 8 

5 ells of course can- 
vas to make a bed 
at sea for two men 5 

1 course rug at sea for 
two men 6 



J 



/. 4 

Victuall for a whole yeare for a 
man, and so after the rate for 
more. 

/• s» d. 
8 bushels of meale 2 
2 bushels of pease 6 
2 bushels of otemeale 9 



^. t 



^ '. 






..* 



1' 

4 
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1 gallon of aquavits 2 6 

1 gallon of oyle 3 6 

2 gallons of vineger 2 

/. 3 3 

Armes for a man, but if halfe 
your men be armed it is well, 
80 all hare swords and peeces. 

s. d. 

1 armor compleat, 

light 17 

1 long peecc five foot 
and a halfe, neere 
musket bore 1 2 
1 sword 5 

1 belt 1 

1 bandilier 1 6 

20 pound Q^ powder 18 
60 pound of shot, or 
lead, pistoll and 
goose shot 5 



/. 3 9 6 
Tooles for a family of six per- 
sons, and so after the rate for 

more. 

ff. d. 
5 broad howes at Zs. 

a peece 10 

5 narrow howes at 

16d. a peece 6 8 

2 broad axes at 3^. 

8d. a peece 7 4 

5 felling axes at 18d. 

a peece 7 6 

2 Steele handsawes 

at 16d. a peece 2 8 

2 handsawes at 5s. 

a peece 10 

1 whip saw, set and 

filed, with box, 



file, and wrest 10 

2 hammers at 12d. 

a peece 2 

3 shovels at 18t/. a 
peece ^ 4 6 

2 spades at liQd. a 
peece 3 

2 augers at 6d. a 
peece 1 

6 chissels at 6d. a 
peece 3 

2 percers stocked at 

4d. a peece 8 

3 gimblets at 2d. a 
peece 6 

2 hatchets at 21</. a 
peece 3 6 

2 frowes to cleave 
pale, 18rf. each 3 

2 handbills, 20d. a 
peece 3 4 

1 grindstone 4 
nailes of all sorts to 

the value of 2 

2 pick axes S 



A 6 2 8 



Houshold implenrents icnr a fami- 
ly of six persons, and so for 
more or less after the rate. 

s. d 
1 iron pot 7 

1 kettele 6 

1 large fiying pan 2 6 

1 gridiron 1 6 

2 skellets 5 
1 spit 2 
platters, dishes, spoones 

of wood 4 



/. 1 8 
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For sugar, spice, 

and fruit, and at 

sea for 6 men 12 6 

So the full charge after this 
rate for each person will a- 
mount to about the summe 
of /. 1 10 



The passage of each man . 
is . /. 6 

The fraught of these pro- 
visions for a man will be 
about half a tun, which is 

/. 12 10 10 
So the whole charge will 
amount to about /• 20 

Now if the number be great, nets, hooks and lines, 
but* cheese, bacon, kine, and goats must be added. And 
this is the usuall proportion the Virginia Company doe 
bestow upon their tenents they send." p. 161 — 2. 

[• Butter.] 
XH ACCOUNT OF THE LOGANIAN LIBRARY IN PHILADELPHIA.' 

V 

In a letter from Ebeneser Hazard, Esq, to the Corresponding Sec- 

retary. 

THE Loganian Library was begun by James Log ak, 
who built an house for its reception, and vested it in 
trustees for the use of the publick forever. It consisted 
of more than 2000 volumes ; and he devised certain 
rents to increase the number and pay a librarian. About 
1300 volumes were afterwards devised to it by William 
Logan of Philadelphia, who acted as librarian, and died 
in 1776. The library remained unopened for several 
years after his death, until the legislature of Pennsylva- 
nia, at the request of James Logan, the only surviving 
trustee, passed an act for annexing the Loganian Libra- 
ry to that belonging to the Library Company of Phila- 
delphia, who made an addition to their building for the 
purpose of keeping the Loganian Library forever separ- 
ate from their other books. 

The act directs, that the Directors of the Library 
Company of Philadelphia for the time being, with James 
Logan, and sUch two other Trustees as he shall appoint,, 
shall be Trustees of the Loganian Library, with power 
to make Rules and Bye-Laws : the books always to be ;^ 
kept separate from the other Library. The said James 
Logan dying, his nearest heir in the male line, or, in 
failure of male line, the eldest male heir in the female 
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line, to be a Trustee and have power to supply vacancies 
in case of the death, &c. of the Associate Trustees. 

The lAhrary is to be open every day (except Sunday) 
from 2 o'clock, P. M. till sunset. 

The Librarian is to deliver books to such persons as 
shall come to the Library to read, and receive them again 
before shutting up the room. He must enter in a book 
the name of the reader of the book delivered to him, 
and cancel the entry when the book: is returned. No 
person may take a book out of the room before he has 
signed a promissory note to return it undefaced ; a fdio 
in five weeks, a 4to. in three, and smaller sizes in two 
weeks ; and has deposited double the value of the book 
with the Librarian until it is returned. 

Persons residing out of the city of Philadelphia, who 
wish to take a book out, must obtain permission in writ- 
ing, from at least one Trustee. 



ROTICE RESPECTING THE AUTHOR OF '' A BRIEF VIEW OF THE STATE 

OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN NEW YORK, 1773." See Histor. CoU. 
vol. I. 2d series, p. 1 40. 

From a letter of Eheneser Hazard, Esq, to the Corresponding Secretes 

ry. PkUa. February^ 1808. 

^* ON my return home, I called upon Dr. Rodgers,*^ 
and asked him if he could tell me who wrote the Brief 
Fiew, &c. He said he believed that he did ; he recol- 
lected his having once written a pretty lengthy communi- 
cation upon that subject. I apprehend mat was it ; for 
you may recollect my mentioning that the emendatory 
interlineations were in his handwriting. After my arrival 
at home, I turned to the Minutes of the Convention to 
which the communication was made, (yet in my posses- 
sion, and now before me,) and found that Dr. K. was ap- 
pointed to that service in 1771. In 1772 he reported Ex- 
tracts from the Laws of New York, as other members 
did from the laws of other colonies ; but as it was ap- 
prehended that the communications could be made more 
complete, if more time were allowed, this was granted; 
and the next year the Doctor, among others, delivered in 
a report, of which I suppose what you have to be a copy." 

* K^v. John Rodgers, D. D. of New York.— Died 7 Muj, Itll. £d« 
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MBMOIR OF THE LATB RET. J. S. BUCKMTNSTER. 

NO man in our country was ever more beloved in life 
and lamented in death by a large circle of friends, than 
our late associate, Mr. Buckminster. The services of 
him who descends to the grave, full of years as of hon- 
ours, must be remembered with gratitude ; but a deeper 
and perhaps a more lasting sentiment is excited when 
such ardent anticipations are blasted, as all his acquaint- 
ance indulged of our young friend. In the bright morning 
of his virtues, his fame, and his usefulness, — ** purpureus 
veluti cum flos, succisus aratro,'* — ^his fall is more justly 
bewailed than that of diose who perish in the usual course 
of nature after exhaling all their fragrance. 

Joseph Stevens Buckmihster, son of the Rev. Joseph 
Buckminster, d. d. of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 
was bom 26th May, 1784, and died 9th June, 1812. In 
his earliest youth he discovered the marks of superiority. 
On account of weakness in his eyes, his father once de- 
nied him books, and his stolen converse with some old 
folios in the garret is the only act of disobedience recol- 
lected by his family. He was prepared for admission in- 
to the class of Freshmen at Cambridge^ when only twelve 
years old ; but his father entered him the next year in an 
advanced standing. In 1800 he was graduated with un- 
usual honour. His oration, " On the literary characteri^ 
of diflFerent nations," was equally distinguished for so- 
lidity of thought and splendour of imagination. The 
young lulus promised, that his steps should not long be 
unequal to his sire's. 

Mr. Buckminster, after leaving the College, was for 
some time an assistant at the Academy in Exeter, where 
his literary and theological inquiries were incited by free 
communication with Dr. Abbot, its distinguished princi- 
pal. After a diligent and elaborate preparation for the 
duties of a christian minister, his first services in Boston 
were at the Church in Brattle-square, where he soon re- 
ceived an invitation to become the pastor. He was or- 
dained, 30th January, 1805. 

His faithful exertions were rewarded by the affection- 
ate assiduity of the people of his charge, but subjected 
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him to frequent returns of a malady that threatened an 
early dissolution of their connexion. He was advised 
to cross the Atlantick, and in the spring of 1806 went to 
England. Having visited Holland, traversed Switzer- 
land^ resided five months in Paris, and made the tour of 
England, Scotland and Wales, he returned home in Sep- 
tember, 1807. The disorder, under which he suffered, 
was mitigated in Europe, and some of his friends enter- 
tained hopt^ of his perfect deliverance from it ; but, be- 
ing seated in his frame, its violence recurred soon after 
the recommencement of the labours of his office. He 
dreaded the loss of his intellectual faculties, which ia not 
imfrequendy the consequence of epileptick attacks, but in 
this respect suffered only during their continuance. The 
last return terminated fat^ly, after a week's duration. It 
is observable that his father died the next day ; neither 
being informed of the sickness of the other. 

Mr. Buckminster's principal exertions, apart from 
those more imperiously required by his profession, were 
devoted to philology, especially as it fecilitates the under- 
standing of the sacred scriptures. Young as (le was, it 
may be g^id without hesitation, that no man in America 
equalled him in this important department of science. 
To his example must, in no small degree, be ascribed the 
new zeal for such inquiries that is diffused through our 
neighbourhood. He set on foot the republishing Gries- 
bach's edition of the Greek Testament, and superintend- 
ed the execution, which has done honour to our country 
in the judgment of sonfie foreigners of distinction. To 
prove the confidence that ought to be reposed in the talents 
and fidelity of the great German critic, several papers 
were published, at different times, by Mr. Buckminster. 
His own merit was acknowledged the year before his 
death by the appointment of lecturer on biblical criti- 
cism at the University, on the establishment just found- 
ed by the will of the late Honourable Mr. Dexter. His 
plan had been sketched, and its interruption was not the 
least cause for which the lovers of Harvard lamented his 
death. 

He had contributed nothing to pur Collections except 
useful hints ; but he had been with us hardly a year, and 



MEMOIR OF J. S. fiUCKMINSTER. S73 

had numerous avocations to justify him. He was a 
member of many societies, scientifick, charitable, and re* 
ligious, and his pastoral duties to one of the largest so* 
cieties in Boston made large deductions from the leisiu^ 
he would have given to subjects of curious investigation, 
or antiquarian researches. 

The clergy of our country have usually felt, as good 
citizens, a deep interest in die affidrs of its government, 
and have acquired considerable acquaintance with gene- 
ral and local politicks. Whether Mr. Buckminster thought 
himself too young, or was absorbed in pursuits of high- 
er nature, or was restrained by more delicate considera- 
tions, he certainly bestowed little attention on such sub- 
jects. He had, indeed, a decided opinion about men, 
and listened to the discussion of measures ; yet though 
he shewed plainly his preference among candidates, he 
seldom conversed or thought about the results of elec* 
tions or wars. On the only occasion of much political 
celebrity when he prepared a sermon, he thought his per* 
formance should not be printed, and threw it into the fire 
to avoid the inquiries of his friends. 

The only ^ publications to which he gave his name 
were, ^' The right-hand of fellowship^' at the ordination 
of the Rev. Charles Lowell, 1 January, 1806 ; a sermon 
on the death of Govemour Sullivan, 1809 ; a sermon at 
the interment of the Rev. William Emerson, 1811 ; an 
address to the Society of ♦• b. k- at Harvard College. The 
latter was printed in the Monthly Anthology, and can 
therefore be hardly so extemuvdy circulated among the 
rising generation as its worth requires* The subject was 
" The duties and dangers of men of letters ;*' and I know 
not how an ingenuous student can peruse it without some 
enlar^ment of mind and improvement in virtue. It 
certainly merits, together with the right-hand of fellow- 
ship at Mr. Lowell's ordination, which is a£kctionate, 
tender, and solemn, and possesses some fine expressions 
of his peculiar and sublime eloquence, to be appended 
to a second edition of the volume of Sermons, of which, 
smce his decease, a large impression has been sold and 
distributed. This volume contains twenty-four dis# 
courses, and the highest applause, has-been bestQwed 

35 T^Ih 11^ 
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upon them by those who said that their expectations had 
been satisfied. They were selected by two of his breth* 
ren in the ministry, of whom one has enriched the vol- 
ume with '^ A memoir of his life and character," with 
such happiness of execution, that, though I have bor- 
rowed from it the principal trait of his talents and virtues, 
it shall not be injured by the abridgment of an injudicious 
friend, who fi'om his friendship had suflicient honour. I 
shall do no more than apply the language of L»liu8 : 
'^Moveor enim tali amico orbatus, qualis, ut arbitror, nemo 
unquam erit ; et, ut confirmare possum, nemo certe iuif 



COBRSCTIOM OF AN EBROVB IN BUVCaiMSON. 

GO VERNOUR Hutchinson, Hist Mass. L p. 164. ed. 
3. says, ** It was thought necessary, for preventing fraud in 
money, to erect a mint for coining shillings, six-pences, 
and three-pences, with no other impression at first than 
N. £• on the one side, and xii. vi. or iii. on the odi- 
er; but in October, 1651, the Court ordered that all 
pieces of money should have a double ring with this in^ 
scription, Massachusetts, and a tree in the centre on 
one side, and new-england and the year of our Loid 
on the other side/' 

In his note on this passage, he says, '^ the first money 
being struck in 1652, the same date was continued upon 
all that was struck for SO years after ; mid although theit 
are a great variety of dies, it cannot now be detemuned 
in what years the pieces were coined." 

In the above are several mistakes. The first act of 
the General Court, which provided that the impressioii 
should be N. £. was passed in Mby, 1652. Two pieces^ 
having on one side N. £• and on the other xii, each im- 
pression very full and diBtinct,are in the possession of Wil- 
liam S. Shaw, £sq. among the collection of our latje asso- 
ciate, Rev.Dr. John Eliot. They are not worthy of the name 
of money. It is probable that a very few of these coiiiB 
were uttered, and that they continued but a very short 
lime in circulation ; for at the October session of the 
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same year, the mint was regulated, as Hutchinsoti above 
represents. The subsequent issues, usually called pine 
trees, are respectable coins. 

Hutchinson takes no notice of the two-pences, which 
were not authorized to be coined, until ten years after. 
This fact, and the discovery of his mistake .about the 
date of 1652 on all our money, I was led to tiie knowl- 
edge of, by seeing such a piece of our old money mark- 
ed 1662, which is in perfect preservation. But the old 
editions of our laws, 1658, and 1672, contdn the same 
statutes about money, and Hutchinson, perhaps, .thought 
that none had been made in the intervsJ. Where then 
did he imagine the authority existed for issuing two-pen- 
ny pieces, or had he never heard of any ? As the act has 
never, I believe, been printed, it may be thought worthy 
of insertion, for its existence is known to few. 

** It is ordered by this Court, and the mint-master is 
hereby enjoined, out of the first bullion that comes to 
his hand, to coyne two-penny pieces of silver in pro- 
portion to the fiill value and alloy of other^money here, 
to answer the occa^ons of the country for exchange, that 
is, the first year, fifty pounds, in such small money, for 
every hundred pounds by him to be coyned, and lor af- 
tertime twenty pounds in like small money, annuallvi for 
every hundred pounds that shall be coyned, and this or- 
der is to continue in force for seven years, any law to 
the contrary notwithsAanding.^' 

The variety of the dies is remarked by Hutchinson. 
It may interest some to be informed of part of them. 
Inest sua gratia patrnt. Of the dhdllihgs, one side is 
impressed with a pine tree and the letters hasathv- 
SETS IN around it mthin the ring; the other side has 
NEW ENGLAND. AN. DOM. in the ring cnclosiug ; /— N 
Some shillings omit the final m. The six-pences {^^ 
have a similar stam^ on each side, excepting the ^^ 
substitution of Vl instead of XII in the centre, and 
omisiuon of d. as well as vl. The tiiree-^nces are like 
the last, except that the a. n. o. are omitted, and the 
change in the centre to represent their value. The two- 
pences have not a pine tree, but a sort of shrub, spread, 
mg like a thistie. All of them, I presume, have the 
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year* 1662. At least, of six that have come to xny 
knowledge, two only are in this particular legible. They 
have the latter ypar, and may \)e seen in the collection of 
the Boston Athenaeum. One three-penny piece in Mr. 
Shaw's collection has the shrub instead of the pine tree. 

2. 



ICXTRACTB FROM A LSTTEB OF THOMAS HOLLIS, ESauIRE, TO BIT. 
ANDREW BLIOT, D. D. AND FROM THE ANSWER. 

ExpUmoHan qfjdaU xxx. New England*^ 

SIXPENCE, No. 5, N. E. stamped on a piece of 
plate. Sever se vi. 

Shilling, No. 10, if asathvsets in Pourtraiture of the 
good Samaritan. Over it fac simile. No Reverse. 

Peny, No. 14, . . sathvs • . . A pine. Reverse, 
GLA . • In the area 1652. Below the date, L 

If the sixpence, No. 5, and shilling. No. 10» and peny, 
No. 14, [and the half-peny, if stricken] can be pnx:ur^ 
for T. H. in &ir, unrubbed, uncleaned condition, he will 
be glad of them at any price. 

rray forgive the liberty and trouble of this commissioni 
Palmal, 18 Dec. 1767. 

Sir, Boston, 18 AprU, 1767^ 

I am extremely sorry that I am not able at present 
to gratify you with respect to the New England com. * * 

The portraiture of the good Samaritan no one among 
us ever heard of. I am persuaded it was not a current 
coin ; but a medal struck on some particular occasion. 

I have all the otlier New England coins. The small 
ones are scarce, but I have several very well preserved ; 
and they are entirely at your service." 

* It may be, the letters N> B. vere in some of these pieees, instead of the date. 
The impressioD is not to be distingnished eleariy ; but sometimes it resembles tbe 
letters more than the figures. 

t See*' Tables of English silver and gold eoins. First published by Martla 
Folkesy Esq. and now reprinted with plates and explanations by the Society of 
antiquaries. Printed, London, 1763, m 2 toI. quarto, p. 91. 

T. H. had the honor to present a copy of the above vork to the publie GBn- 
xy of Harvard College. 
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[THE foUowing letter, intended for general circulation, among those 
whmn it might interest and wluMse attention it might engaee, is in- 
serted, in the expectation that it may here address some mends to 
-whom it has not been communicated, and thus subserve the interests 
of the Institution. To the members of the Society, it has, as it ought 
to have, a peculiar value, by its associaticm with the loved memory 
of the late Corresponding Secretary, Rev. John Eliot, D. D. Hift 
attention to this, was the last of the multiplied and important ser- 
vices, for which we are indebted to this most excellent associate. 
Edit.] 

Sir, 

THE Society, which now respectfully addresses you» 
was instituted in the year 1791, with the design of col- 
lecting, preserving, and communicating whatever relates 
to the natural, literary, civil, and ecclesiastical history of 
our country. In - 1794 they obtained an Act of Incor- 
poration, and also obtained a deed of gift of a spacious 
and convenient apartment for their library and cabinet 
in Franklin Place, from the gentlemen who first improv- 
ed that spot in the town for useful and elegant buildings. 

The attention of the publick has been more than once 
invited to the objects of this institution ; and letters have 
been addressed to those, whose taste and studies were 
presumed to lead them to favour its interests. Many 
acknowledgments are due to members who have con- 
tributed Books, Pamphlets^ Manuscripts, Indiak 
Antiquities, Fossils, Minerals, Coins, and other 
valuable articles, which adorn and enrich the Society's 
room. Still they are solicitous to enlarge their collec- 
tions, for the benefit of themselves and posterity ; and 
they take the liberty of asking your aid and influence in 
the furtherance of a plan, as arduous as it is important. 
The least fiivour will be acceptable, the smallest docu- 
ment, illustrative of our history, will be gratefully ac- 
knowledged, and carefully preserved. 

The Society hope they have been instrumental of some 
valuable accessions to the means of information. A se- 
ries of publications has been given to the community, 
comprising, in ten volumes, much original matter, and 
a great .varie^ of curious and valuable papers, found 
amidst the dust of old libraries, and which otherwise 
would have been lost. Many topographical accounts, 
biographical notices^ journals of die American war^ an- 
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ecdotes of persons who were active in publick life, and 
several laboured disquisitions concerning the aboriginals, 
with other manuscripts^ records^ letters^ and registers of 
events^ have been diffused. These publications they 
propose to continue, as their literary materials and pecu- 
niary means enable them to carry into effect the various 
objects of the Institution, It is one object of their care 
and attention to select rare and ancient tracts ; to reprint 
such as will be useful to writers of history, or may gratify 
the taste of those, who love the things of former times, or 
venerate the memory of their forefathers. They de»re 
also still more to enrich their library with modem histo* 
ries, travels, &c. especially thbse which give a foir and 
impartial view of the United States. 

The members of the Historical Society derive peculiar 
satisfaction from the belief, that their attempts to excite 
and promote a zeal for ascertaining the origin, and tracing 
the progress of the American plantations, and perpetua- 
ting in detail, principles and facts relative to the founda- 
tion of these republicks, have stimulated similar associa- 
tions in other States, and have led to the formation of 
libraries on a more extensive, though not more liberal 
plan, in various parts of our own Commonwealth. While 
these several establishments for the advancement of his- 
torical and general information have our cordial wishes 
for their success, still we cannot but desire and strive to 
advance the prosperity and usefulness of our own. For 
this reason we solicit the continued attention and increas- 
ed patronage of our friends and the publick* We re- 
quest gentlemen to forward to us copies of their sermons, 
orations, or discourses on publick occasions; and all 
pamphlets of an historical, ecclesiastical, ^litical, or sta- 
tistical nature. By die liberality of publishers of news- 
papers, in our capital, we have a series of their several 
Gazettes for a number of years. Ancient papers of tills 
kind, and those printed in other parts of the Common- 
wealth, and in other States, would be highly gratifying. 
All periodical works are greatly desired in such a repos- 
itory as ours ; and the editors of such are specially re- 
quested to furnish them. Authors and publishers are 
adso solicited to bestow a copy of their worka on eveiy 
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subject. To collect the various productions of our 
countrymen in all brandies of science and literature, has 
been <xie prominent part of our design. Many of our 
divines and statesmen would havQ adorned any countiy, 
and added lustre to any agie, by their character and writ- 
ings. We have been so fortunate as to collect a great 
proportion of the ancient authors of our coimtry. For 
these we acknowledge ourselves much indebted to Mr. 
Ebeling professor of history in Hamburg, who wrote the 
Gec^raphy c^ the United States in the German langu^;ey 
and couected every thing which could be obtained con- 
cerning the European setdements ; many of which doc- 
uments he sent over to our library, with a complete col- 
lection of his own works. We are also indebted to sev- 
eral gentlemen in our vicinity for modem accounts con- 
tained in their valuable productions. We entreat to be 
remembered by clerical gentlemen in all the States, es- 
pecially when their labours include hbtorical and bio- 
graphical sketches, and are exerted on publick occasions, 
as at elections, assizes, conventions, ordinations, funerals, 
fasts, thanksgivings, &c« &c. 

The characters, habits, customs, languages, progress 
and decline of those who occupied these regions before 
us, form most curious and interesting subjects of coq- 
templation. All authenticated accounts of these people, 
^ir numbers at di&rent periods, their removals, their 
wars among themselves, or with the European settlers, 
are most eagerly sought b^ the historian, and the moral- 
bt. It has been, and continues to be a primary wish and 
effort of thb Society, to collect and preserve particular 
information of a race of men so different in their com- 
plexion and character from other nations ; and all rec- 
ords of the various attempts to civiHze them, and bring 
them acquainted with the sublime truths of religion. 
Posterity will seize with avidity every narrative of a peo- 
ple, so original and so numerous, who have so rapidly 
disappeared, who have fled fix)m civilized society and 
cultivated fields, and could no longer exist, than while 

Sermitted to roam at large through the forests. In the 
ociety's Collections they have published much valua- 
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ble matter concerning the natives, and hope to be a&sisted 
in further prosecuting this &vourite mvestigation. 

Another main de^gn of our Institution has been, and 
is, '^the forming an extensive cabinet, compridngthe 
various natural productions of our country, the adjacent 
isles, and neighbouring seas." It is not only pleasing, 
and advantageous to students in chymistiy and mineral- 
ogy, but may prove of immense publick benefit, to have 
specimens of clay, marl, lime, coals, metals, and all min- 
eral substances deposited in publick collections. Here 
arusts and manu&cturers may examine and compare the 
specimens found among us with those of the old worlds 
and thus be often led to explore those regions in which 
probably treasures abound of curious and valuable mate- 
rials in the various arts. Those who may be pleased to 
contribute to thb part of our Institution, are requested 
to accompany every article with a notice of the place 
where it is found, the nature of the soil, and all the pecu- 
liarities which distinguish its locality. 

To these several particulars the Socie^ beg leave to 
call the attention of their resident and corresponding 
members, and of all their fellow cidzens, who are dispo- 
ned to patronize diligent efforts to advance the knowU 
edge of American history. If any think our past labours 
trivial, or hesitate to lend their aid to our future exer- 
tions, because they have only a trifle to bestow, as an 
apology for ourselves, and an encouragement to our 
friends, we quote from die imperishable lexicographer of 
our language, and the profound moralist of our race — ' 
" Although no terrestrial greatness is more than the ag- 
gregate of litde things, yet drops added to drops consti- 
tute the ocearK" 

In the name and behalf of the Society, 

CorrespoFuBng Secretary. 

N. B. Articles for the library or museum should be 
sent by some careful hand to the Librarian or Cabinet- 
keeper, or eidier of the Secretaries. The Society's room 
is over the arched- way, in the Credent, Franklin Place, 
Boston. 
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PR08FBCTIJ8 OW THE RBV. WILLIAM HUBBARD's HI8T0RT OF JUVW 

ENGLAND. ABOUT TO BB PUBLISHED. 

THE Historical Society consider it to be one impor- 
tant object of their Institution, to multiply copies of rare 
and valuable works relative to our Country, The Histo- 
ry, to which they now invite the attention of their friends, 
was never published. Many of their associates and 
others have expressed a wish, that it might be given to 
the publick ; as it is the original source from which sev- 
eral of our earliest historians derived much of their in- 
formation. 

The Society acknowledge, with gratitude to the mem- 
ory of their most valued and respected associate, that 
this precious relick was among the rich contributions, 
furnished by Rev. Dr. John Eliot from his invaluable 
collection of the treasures of American history and an- 
tiquities. It is believed to have been rescued by his ex- 
cellent father from the fury of the mob in their depreda- 
tions on the house, furniture, and library, of governour 
Hutchinson. 

The General Court, 11 Oct. 1682, granted fifty pounds 
to the author, *^ as a manifestation of thankfulness" for 
this history, ^^ he transcribing it fairly, that it may be the 
more easily perused." The copy,' from which this first 
edition will be printed, was probably taken for the pur- 
pose of securing the benefits of this grant. On the ap- 
plication of the Society, the legislature in February last, 
voted to encourage the printing by subscribing for sev- 
eral hundred copies for the use of tlie Commonwealth. 

Of the author, the late Rev. John Eliot, D.D. has given 
a very interesting, though not minute account, in The 
New England biographical Dictionary. The same is 
also published in the first Series of 'the Historical Col- 
lections. [Vol. X. 32, 35— note.] He was bom in 1621 ; 
— ^was one of the first class of graduates, at Harvard Col- 
lege, 1642 ; was setded in the ministry at Ipswich, a col- 
league of Rev. Thomas Cobbet, about 1666 or 1667 ; 
and died, 1704. Of his publications the following are 
all that are known ; A Sermon, " among the very good 

ones,"* on the General Election, 1676, 4? ; Narrative <>f 
sa von. ixv 
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Indian wars, 4®, 1677, republished 12®, Boston, 1775 ; 
Fast sermon, 24 June 1682 ; Sermon and Memoirs on 
Maj. Gen. Denison, published with Irenicon, 12^, 1684 ; 
Testimony (with Rev. John Hig^inson) to the order of 
the gospel in the churches, 1701. 

Of this histof}^, the followbg testimonials are among 
those that have readily occurred. 

In John Dunton's Journal oi his visit to New Eng- 
land, 1685, a very interesting notice is taken of the Min- 
ister of Ipswich. See ^'Extracts from the life, &c. 
of J. D." Hist. Col. vol. ii. 2d Ser. p. 121. 

Rev. Thomas Prince, in *' A Clut>nological ICstory 
of New England in the twm of Annals ;" VcL L 12^. 
pp. 254, Boston, 1736, — ^Preface, p. vii. — has m his list 
of folio MSS.— " 12. The Rev.. Mr. WiUiam Hub- 
bard's General History of New England from the Dis- 
covery to 1680, in 338 pages : And though not in his 
o>%-n liand-writing, yet having several corrections made 
thereby.'* — ^Again, p. 10, 11. " And whereas I observe 
some luistakes in Mr. Hubbard's History of New Edag- 
Uiul ; the reader may consider, that as %ve have only a 
copy of that valuable work, the substance whereof 
I propose to give the Fublick : some of these iiustakes 
iu»y be owing to the Transcriber onfy, and some that 
IK ARM ED and INGENIOUS AUTHOR fell into for want 
of Ciow Bradford's History and some other materials, 
^vhiv h 1 tuq)i)en to be £ivoured with."* 

Uis Excellency Thomas Hutchinson, in ^^ The His- 
tory of Mussachusctts-Bay, &c. 8vo. 2 vds. Lond. 1765, 
INxf. to vol. i. says, ^^ Many such [materials foran history 
i'f the Colony] came to me from my ancestors, who, for 
Unir suovxssive generations had been princqpal actors in 
inibliok utt^^irs: among the rest, a manuscript history of 
Nlr. William Hubbard* which b carried down to the 
>car lc>a\ but after 1650 contains but few facts. The 
former jKirt Iws f>€m of great use to me: it was so to 
Dr. Mai her in lus histor)% of which IVIr. Neal's is littfc 
uu^rx^ than uu ubrtU^cnt.*' The opinion of his biogia- 
phcr« our late excellent and never to be forgotten asso- 

• ^li\ IVMKif'* /' u- <vMrrw:kmi<— Rht he bn^nybt down bis mniuJt only to 16SS-;- 
%W Sc )(<^\ 't III the tu^ci. m.it-Kvxi p. That Uk «vpv firan vkieh this editioB » 



copy 
» Uctl 
WiMS hjind «i-i(iuj(. v«( b:i« bU tria«u Jit tost. 



t« be iu'»iiu*U. II iSo <«rue « bicK b« coasulte^, is Utile doubted. This ii not » 
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ciate, than whom no one was better able to appreciate 
duly the relative as well as absolute merit of our early- 
writers, is given in the prefatory remarks to his valuable 
ecclesiastical history. First series Hist. Collections, vol. 

vii. p. 263. 

Of the MS. copy a few of the pages are mutilated, and 
the writing, in some portions that remain, is obliterated. 
These will be given, as far as the editors could spell them 
out. Where they shall sufiply words, or portions of 
words, conjecturaUj^such will be printed in italicks. 
Where they are at a loss, they will leave a blank* From 
the ninth page, the manuscript is entire ; pages 7 and 8 
are nearly so ; 3, 4, 5, and 6, considerably torn and ef- 
faced ; 1 and 2 appear to be wanting. 

It is their hope to obtain an entire copy of this defec- 
tive portion, when the desirable event, of a free renewal 
c^ intercourse between Great Britain and this country, 
shall take place. The foundation of this fond expecta- 
tion is derived from their knowledge that a transcript was 
made by Hon, Peter Oliver, Esq, LL. D. Chief Jbstice 
of Massachusetts.^ They have applied to the fami- 
ly for a part or the whole of this precious document. If 
Uiey obtain it, an impression of the first eight pages shall 
be furnished gratis to the purchasers of this volume. 

Cambridge^ 1st August, 1814. 

Conditions of Publicatian. 

The work shall be printed on paper of the same quality with this^ 
and with the same type and lize of page. 

It is expected to make between 500 and 600 pages,. and will be de- 
livered in boards at the rate of fifty cents for every 100 pages. 

But 200 copies will be printed above the number wanted by the 
Commonwealth and the Society. To nonnmbsciiberB the price will be 
considerably advanced. Those therefore who wish for this valuable 
work, had best subscribe in season. Papers, for the purpose, will be 
lodged with the members of the Sodety, with the prmters, Hilliaid 
and Metcalf, Cambridge, with J. Eliot, No. 5, Court-street, and at 
oeveral of the book-stores, Boston. 

• See extrict from PvesMent Stilet* litenpy Ditry— 1773. June 10. Hist. Coll. 
vol. U. fld ser. p. 80O. 

<* Ever/ relick or docamcnt which related to the settlement of the country or 
was euriiMB, had a value stamped upon it. He collected many papers and records, 
and even transcribed William Hubbard's MS. history with his own hand. All 
these, except such as Hutchinson made use of, were carried away with him when 
h« went tol»;n|land.'* Ei.ioa''8 ^. jg. jBioyr. Did, p. 350. jirt, Oliver, P. 
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THE attention of the publick is invited, and the pat- 
ronage of the liberal is solicited to the publications of 
the Massachusetts Historical Society, which, exclud- 
ing political and theological controversy, are devoted to 
thfe civil, natural, and ecclesiastical history of America, 
particularly of New England. One important object is 
the multiplication of copies of rare and curious ancient 
documents, both in manuscript and*I>rint, for the use of 
the future historian and biographer. It is also a reposi- 
tory for topographical descriptions of the country, and 
biographical memoirs of our most distinguished worthies ; 
and various similar articles, for the gratification of the 
antiquarian as well as of the general reader. The Socie- 
ty have on hand abundant materials, and if their pecunia-* 
ry means were adequate, would publish a volume annu- 
ally. It is not expected, nor particularly desired, to de- 
rive any profit from the work. Such a sale only is 
wanted, as shall, with the assessment on the members of 
the Society, indemnify them for the actual expenses of 
the publication. It is believed to be a work peculiarly 
adapted to the Social Libraries, which are now generally 
established among us ; and those interested in them are 
respectfully desired to examine it, and see if it be not 
well worthy of a place in the libraries of the several towns 
» in the commonwealth. 

The first series, consisting of ten volumes, was com- 
menced in 1792, and closed in 1809. It is enriched, 
among other valuable articles, with many from the pens 
of Belknap and Eliot, the founders of tlie Society — 
names, which, while they are the pride of our country, 
must secure immortalitv to any literary work, with which 
they are connected. The latter was by far the largest 
original contributor to the former series. Of the de- 
ceased, of whom alone it is judged proper to speak, 
Lincoln and Sullivan also furnished several valua- 
ble articles. The tenth volume contains a most minute 
and accurate index and chronological table. Two of 
the volumes are out of print; but the Society pro- 
pose to reprint them, if a subscription can be obtained, 
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sufficient to defray the expense. The volumes contain 
from 290 to 300 pages, 8vo, and are sold at the very- 
moderate price of 81, 50 each, X 15 the set, in bds. Any- 
single volume may be had on application to Jam£s 
Savage, Esq. the librarian, or of the4>rinter. No- 5, 
Court Street, where subscriptions are received, and eight 
volumes of the series will be delivered, with an obliga- 
tion to furnish the two deficient volumes, when reprint- 
ed. As soon as fifty sets are subscribed for, the repub- 
lication will commence, and the deficient volumes ipay 
be expected at intervals of two months. 
1 August, 1814. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF DONATIONS. 

[The Historical Society have occasioDalty returned thanks to their 
patrons and friends, }aj their Corresponding Secretary, through tlie 
medium of the publick papers.^ The Committee for publishing this 
volume, have judged it expedient to commence a more permanent 
record of benefactors. If their successours concur in the plan, the 
volumes will in future exhibit the evidences of publick attention, 
and of their gratitude for the favours they receive. The following 
comprises the donations for the period embraced by the former vol- 
ume, as well as the present of this second series, i. e. 1813 and 1814. 
Edit.] 

THE thanks of the Massachusetts Historical Society 
are presented for the following donations. 

A. Holmes, Corresponding Secretan/m 

A large trunk of books and pamphlets, chiefly of ancient 
date, among which are many valuable tracts concerning 
the early History of New England. 

Francis Bayard Winthrop^ Esq. of New York, by his 
brother Thomas L. Winthrop, Esq. of Boston. 

• The first expression of their gratitade, in this vay, is believed to be in the 
American Apollo, 8vo. Vol. I. No. 19, 11 May, 1792. In this the contributions 
of the several members, to the library and cabinet* are not included. A continu- 
.ation of these notices may be found in the same vol. No. 24, 15 June ; No, 31, 
3 August, and No. 34, 24 August. Those who may wish to trace the pr<^;re8S of 
«wr coUeetioo, are referred to the following papers; which however do not prob- 
ably contain a complete series of these publick acknowledgments ; but are all that 
readily occur. A more entire list may afterwards be prepared. 

Cdombian CenUnel, Vol. XXVIH. No. 44, 3 February, 179S. 

MamchusetU Meromy, „ XIII. „ 23, ^^""^i^^^J^' 

„ m. « XV. „ 26, 1 Apnl, 1800. 

New EngUnd PalladittS, ? * xiX^ « 16> 33 Febi:uary, 1802 

•M. Merauryy coat \ " 
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Tyng's Mass. Reports from vol. II. to vol. IX. Acts 
passed at the Sd session of the 1 1th Congress of the U. S. 
Laws and Resolves of the General Court of Massachu- 
setts ; Jenkins' Art of Writing ; Ancient Charters and 
Laws ; Collection of Documents, Reports, Bills, Rules ; 
Repository of Massachusetts Agricultural Socie^. 

By Resolve of General Court.*" 

Census of the U. States, 1810. JScm. James JJoyd. 

Picture of Philadelphia, by J. Mease, M. D. 

The Author. 

Sermons on particular occasions, 8vo. Boston, 1813. 

Rev. Dr. Freeman. 

Institution and proceedings of the Society of the Cin- 
cinnati of U. S. and Mass. 8vo. Mass. Soc. Cincinnati. 

Addresses from Common Council to the King on his 
accession to the Throne. Hon. Thomas H. Perkins* 

Collections of the New York Historical Society, for 
1809, vol. ist. The Society. 

Religious Tracts, No. 1, 2, 3, published in Boston by 
a Society for promoting christian knowledge, piety, and 
charity. The Society. 

Bill of Mortality for the town of Boston, for 1812. * 

Board ofHeaUh. 

History of North Carolina, by Hugh WUliamson, 
M. D. LL. i). 2 vols. 8vo. The Author. 

N. Boone's Military Discipline, published in 1705. 

A. Cunningham^ Esq. 

Episcopal Journals and Sermons, 2 vols. 8vo. un*» 
bound ; The Churchman's Magazine, 8 vols, unbound, 

Boston Weekly Magaxine, Vol. y. No. S9 14 May, 1803. 

■ ■ Gagette, „ XVL „ ST S Joly, 18M. 

Repertory, „ U. „ 59 23 .«^ 1806- 

Poitsmoatli Oraele, ,, XVni. ,» 7 IS Novembery 1806. 

Repertory. „ V. », 15 19 February, 1808. 

New Englaod PalladiaiD, „ XXXFV. „ IS 28 August, 1809. 

Repertory, „ VU. „ 78 S8 September, ISIO. 
It is presumed, tbat these articles were inserted in otber papers^ near to th* 
aboTe specified times. 

* Commonwealth of MassaohmettB. « June, 1809. *< Ordered, that the Sec- 
retary of the Commonwealth, the Clerks of the Senate and Hone of Repreoenta" 
lives, be respeotirely authorized and directed to fiinrish the PieiideDt ef the Itis- 
torical Society with two copies of any publication,, the property of the ComMon- 
wealtii, which they may now have, or which may be made hereafter by each 
branch of the legislature ; provided a sofflolent niUnbei^ reserved in aU cases far 
the use of the govemroeBt." 
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from 1804 to 1811 ; Bowden (Jdin, D. D.) Essentials 
of Ordinatioii ; Defence of the Essentials of Ordination. 

Bishop Hobart. 

Tracts published in the Controversy in Episcopal 
Church, New York, 1811, 12. 

Btshop Hobart and Rev. Cave Joties. 

Esffl of Buchan's Address to the Americans in Edin- 
burgh, on Washington's birA day, February 22, 1811. 

The Author. 

Palmer (Rev. Stephen) Sermon, delivered in Needham, 
Nov. 16, 1811, on the termination of a century from its 
incorporation ; on dedication of a meeting house in Do- 
ver ; on death of Rev. Mr. Sears, Caryl, and Chickering, 
1812 ; at the funeral of Rev. Thomas Thacher, 1812. 

The Author. 

Preston (William) Epistle to Robert Anderson. 

Robert Anderson^ M. D. 

Stanford's Speech, January 6, 1812, on bill to raise an 
additional military force ; Speech of Hon. William Gas- 
ton, Feb. 1814, in House of Rep. U. S. Ryan (Edw. 
D. D.) Letter to George Enson, Esq. Dublin, 1811 ; 
sundry congrcssional documents. libn. Jos. Quincy. 

The Satirist. The Editor. 

Constitution of Grand Lodge, Mass. ; Channing (Rev. 
Wmiam E.) Fast Sermon, July 23, 1812 ; AlWn (Rev. 
John) Election Sermon, 18 13 ; Report of Executive 
Committee of Bible Society, 1812 ; Address of President 
and Fellows of Harvard College to Legblature, 1812 ; 
sundry documents Mass. Legislature ; Seeger (C. L. ; M. 
D.) Oration, 4 July, 1810, Northampton ; Smith N. Rug- 
bies, do. 4 July, 1808, Roxbury ; False Alarm (by Dr. 
\. Johnson ;) Lathrop (John D. D.) Sermon on Epidem- 
ic in Boston, 1798; Austin's Sermon before Mass. Mis- 
3icviaiy Soc. 1803 ; Tudor (Wm. jun.) Oration in July, 
1809; Beecher (L3rman) Sermon^ History E. Hamp- 
ton, L. I. 1805; Osgood (David, D. D.) Sermon in 
hewing of University of Cambridge, 1810; Foxcroft 
(Thos.) Observations on primitive state of New Eng- 
land, 1730; Mass. Charter (Charles) 1689; Trial— 
Thconas Barnes vs. inhabitants of 1st Parish in Fal- 
mouth. i.M. A Friend. 
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Kendal (Rev. Dr.) Century Sermon, at Weston, Jan. 

12,1813. The Author. 

Williams (Avery) Century Sermon at Lexington, 

March SI, 1813. The Author. 

Holmes' Sermon at Dudleian Lecture, 1810; do. at 
Inauguration of Rev. E. Porter, Prof. Sac. Rhet. Andov. 
1812 ; do. before Society for Foreign Missions, 1813 ; 
Address before the Washington Benevolent Society at 
Cambridge, 1813. The Author. 

Pearson (Rev. Eliph. LL. D.) Sermon before Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge, 1811 ; Dana (Rev. 
Dr.) do. do. 1812; Prentiss (Rev. Dr.) do. do. 1813. 

TTie Society. 

Sumner, (Rev. Joseph) Sermon at Shrewsbury, 50 
years after his setttlement'in the ministry, 1812. 

The Author. 

Spalding, (L. ; M.D.) Portsmouth, N. H. bill of mor. 
tality for 1811. The Author. 

Address to citizens of Plymouth County, relating to 
County Treasurer, &c. Hon. fFUliam Spooner. 

Report of the proceedings of the Ninth General Synod 
of the Ass. Reformed Church of N. America, 1812 ; Ex- 
tracts from Minutes of Gen. Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in U. S. 1812 ; Report of the Watering 
Committee upon the state of the works for supplying the 
city (Philad.) with water, &c. 1812; Rules of the Phi- 
ladelphia Dispensary, for the medical relief of the poor, 
&c. ; Annual report for 1812 ; Plan of the city of Phila- 
delphia. Ebenezer Hazard^ Esq. 

Sullivan (J. L.) on Middlesex Canal, 1813; Mass. 
Medical Society, Address of Counsellors to Fellows, 
1813 : Quincy (Hon Josiah) Speech in House of Repre- 
sentatives, U. S. on a bill to raise an additional military 
force ; Colman (Henr)-) Discourse before Humane So- 
ciety, 1812 ; Address of Members of House of Repre- 
sentatives U. S. on the war with G. Britain, 1812; 
Whitney (Peter) Sermon at interment of Hon. Richard 
Cranch, 1811 ; Letter to republican member of House 
of Representatives of Mass. on College of Physicians, 
1812 ; Kendall (James) Sermon before Society for pro- 
pagating Gospel, 1812 ; Catechism for children of New 
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South and Federal street Societies ; Tracts published by 
the Society for the religious improvement of Seamen, 
No, 1 to 6 ; Report of the Executive Committee of the 
Mass. Bible Society, 1813 and 1814 ; Woodward (James 
W.) Setmon at the funeral of Rev. Eden Burroughs, D. D. 
HartfcHtJ, Vermont, 24 May, 1813 ; Parker (Isaac) 
Sketch of the character of Chief Justice Parsons, 1813. 

Mr. John ElioU 
General Repository and Review, Nos. 7 and 8. 

Mr. Wm. HxUiard. 
Message of President of the U. States, 1 June. 

Hon. James lAoyd. 
Constitution &c. of the Middlesex Bible Society, 
1814 ; a plea for Friendship and Patriotism, in two dis- 
courses at First Church, Boston, 1814 ; Sketch of the 
character of Hon. Robert Treat Paine, LL. D. from a 
sermon at First Church, 1814; Sacred Extracts from 
the Scriptures, for the use of schools, 12mo. 1814. 

From a Friend. J. M. 
Memoirs of Rev. Eleazar Wheelock, D. D. By Da- 
vid McClure, D. D. and Elijah Parish, D. D. 8vo. 1811 ; 
Lee (Chauncy) Election Sermon, Connecticut, 1813. 

Rev. Dr. McClure. 
Eddy (Thomas) Account of the State Prison in New 
^ork, 8vo. 1801. The Author. 

Account of the New York Hospital, 8vo. 1811. 

Thomas Eddy^ Esq. 

Eulogy on Hon. James Bowdoin. By Rev. William 

Jenks. 4to. 1812. The Author. 

Chickering (Joseph) Discourse to the Congregational 

Society in Wobum — ded. of meeting house, 1809. 

The Author. 
Pillars of Priestcraft and Orthodoxy shaken, 4 vols. 
12mo. 1768; Bishop of Landaff's Sermon before So- 
ciety for propagating Gospel, and Society's proceedings, 
1767 ; Calamy (Edmund,) Account of Ejected Mbis- 
ters, 2 vols. 8vo. 1727 ; 13 vols. 8vo. Sermons ; Gen- 
eral Repository and Review, 6 first nos. — ^purchased at 
the sale of the late Dr. Eliot's Library ; (amount S23, 40.) 

A Jew Members of the Historical Society. 
Bailey (Kiah) Sermon before Maine Missionary So- 
ciety, 1812; Appleton (Jesse D. D.) Discourse before 

37 yoL. n. 
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the Society for discountenancing and suppressing publick 
vices, 1813. Rev. Wm.Jenks. 

Welsteed (Wm.) Election Sermon, 1751. 

A(Rss ProuU 
Gleason (B,) Oration at Charlestown, 1813 ; do. Ora- 
tion delivered, 1812, at Montreal (Masonic.) The Author. 
Kingdom of Christ, a Sermon by E. D. GriflSn, 1805 ; 
Sermon of do. on death of Dr. Macwhorter, 1807 ; Cata- 
logue of the Library of N. York Historical Society; 
Constitution and Bye Laws of that Society, 5 copies; 
Historical Sketch of the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, N. York ; J. L. Wilson, Sermon, War the work 
of the Lord, and the coward cursed ; Hierpnymus (Rev. 
C. Jones) Serious Thoughts on Episcopal orders; 
Kentucky Revival, by Richard Mcmmur; Burke 
(Wm.) Methodist Episcopal Church; Ordinances (^ 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, N. York ; Collec- 
tion of American Epitaphs ; N. Jersey Register 1811, 
12; Catalogue of Pupils ; Wilson (Josiah L.) Episcopal 
Methodism, or Dagonism exhibited ; Browne (J. W.) 
on dying experience of his Father ; Browne's Western 
Calendar, and Cincinnati Almanack, for 1806, 9 — 13 ; 
Citizen and Farmer's Almanack, 1812 ; Return of deaths 
in the city of N. York for 1804—8. 

Rev. Timothy AldeUyjun^ 

Massachusetts Medical Society, Transactions of. 2 
vols. 8vo. * The Society. 

Volume of old Tracts unbound, 4to. Rev. Dr. Harris. 

American Medical and Philosophical Register, by a 
Society of Gentlemen in N. York, 3 vols. 8vo. ; Hortus 
El^nensis ; Hosack's (David, M. D.) statement of &cts 
relative to Elgin Botanick Garden ; Anderson (Andrew) 
Inaugural Dissertation on the Eupatorium Perfoliatum of 
Linnaeus. Doctor Hosack. 

Bogart (Henry) Inaugural Dissertation on Angina Pec- 
toris. The Author. 

Francis (Jphn W.) Inaugural Dissertation on Mercu- 
ry ; Anderson's Inaugural Dissertation. Doctor Francis. 

An ancient plan of New Haven. Rev. Dr. Dzvight. 

A bundle of pamphlets, chiefly Election Sermons, from 
the collection of the late Judge Fuller. Mrs. Hull. 
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Abbot (Abiel) Sermon on Plymouth anniversary, 1812. 

The Author. 
Morse (Jed. D. D.) Sermon before the Society for 

Sopagating the Gospel among the Indians and others in 
orth America, 1810; Kendall (James) do. do. 1811 ; 
Bates (Joshua) do. do. 1813. The Society. 

Coffin (John G.) M. D. Address before the contribu- 
tors to the Boston Dispensary, 1813. * The Author. 

Declaration of Independence, draughted by Thos. 
Jefferson, reported to Congress, June 28, 1776, MS. 

Hon. Timo. Pickering. 

Thaxter^s (Rev. Jos.) Revival of religion, on Martha's 
Vineyard, MS. . The Author. 

Sundry MSS. viz. Esau and Jacob's Mystical Har* 
mony, Sec. 1666, a fair MS. 4to. 106 pp. with a memo/ 
in Dr. Stiles' hand writing, **I suppose Roger Wil- 
liams' ;" Letters and Papers relating to the family of Col. 
Church, 1772 ; Acts and orders of General Assembly at 
Newport, 26 Feb. 1689, 90, folio sheet ; Lord's Com- 
missioners Queries, relating to Colony of Connecticut, 
and Answers, 1762 ; List of Meetings and Ministers of 
Dissenters in London, 1766; Letters from St. John 
Crevecceur to Dr. Stiles, 1785 ; Memo, about Orphan 
House, Georgia, 1 769 ; Hebrew Inscription on a moun- 
tain in Kent (now Washington) Connecticut, 1789; Ser-. 
mon of Rev. Mr. Wheelright, 1636 or 7 ; Letter from 
Committee of Congress to Dr. Stiles, 1775 ; do. from 
Dr. Stiles to Thos. Jefferson about fossil bones, 1784 ; 
do. from A. Browne, Trin. Coll. Dublin, to Dr. Stiles, 
1793. Caleb Gannet, Esq. 

The MS. of the Version of the Psalms, beautifully 
written in a neat 8vo. vol. 276 pages, with original.re- 
commendations, ,by S. Mather, M. Byles, and Samuel 
Cooper, 1751; " The* Preacher,'' minutes of texts, 
places, &c. of preaching during a ministry of 68 years— 

(2 February 1702 — January 1770) in a neat 8vo. vol.- 

Both by Rev. John Barnard of Marblehead. Presented 
by his successour. Rev. Samuel Dana. 

Brief memorial of matters and methods of Pastoral 
Visits ; A Direction for a Publick Profession in the 
Church Assembly, after private examination by the El, 
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ders ; being the same for substance, which was propound- 
ed to, and agreed upon by the Church of Salem, at their 
beginning, the sixth of the sixth month, 1629 ; Copy of 
a MS. Essay of Mr. Higginson, on qualifications for ad- 
mission into a church ; Original letter from Rev. Charles 
Morton, and several other ministers, on " the reformation 
of those evils, which have brought the many and heavy 
judgments of God upon the people," dated " Charles- 
town, 13 day, 8 month, 1690 ;" and an anonymous MS. 
on the same subject ; Table of Chances and rrobabilities 
in human life ; and an Analysis of a bill of Mortality. 

Isaac Mansfieldf Esq. 

MS. Discourses from Psalms cxxx, 4th, 5th, and 6th 
verses, supposed to be the Rev. Jonathan Mitchells of 
Cambridge ; and a MS. Sermon of Rev. John Chandler, 
ofBillerica, 1749. Mr. John Farmer. 

Extract from a MS. of John Rogers of Ipswich, relat- 
ing to the dismission of Rev. Jabez Fitch from the 
church in Ipswich. Rev. Timothy Alden^ jun. 

Besides the above MSS. the several original articles 
in this and the preceding volume, are gratefully acknow- 
ledged. 

The Columbian Centinel. B. Russell^ Esq. 

The Chronicle. Mjessrs. Adamsj Rhoades &f Co. 

The Palladium. • Messrs. Young £sf Mmns. 

The Boston Gazette. Messrs. Russell &f Cutler. 

The Repertory & Gen. Advertiser. fF. W. Clapp. 

The Repertory *c Daily Advertiser. Clapp &? Biglow. 

The Patriot. The Editors. 

The Spectator, (N.York.) E. Belden, is? Co. 

Fifty dollars. Samuel JBlioty Esq. of Boston. 

Fifty dollars. Him* ERas Boudinotj LJL. D. 



FOR THE CABINET. 

An elegant Medallion of Arthur, Earl of WeUington, 
(cost in London one guinea.) Mr. George EKot. 

80 coins — a few ancientj the rest current copper coins 
of Europe and America. Mr. John Freeman Dana. 

A collection of minerals from Sicily. Donor unkrwum. 

END OF VOL. II.. SECOND SERIES. 
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